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THE | 
PREFACE. 
N N H E World is fo taken up of 

late with Novels and Roman- 
ces, that it will be hard for a 

private Hiſtory to be taken 
LA for genuine, where the Names 
and other circumſtances of the Perſon are 
concealed, and on this account we muſt be 
content to leave the Reader to paſs his own 
Opinion upon the enſuing Sheets, and take it 
juſt as he pleaſes, 

The Author is here ſuppoſed to be writing 
her own Hiſtory, and in the very Beginning 
of her Account ſhe gives the Reaſons why 
ſhe thinks fit to conceal her true Name. af. 
ter which there is no Occaſion to ſay any 
more about that. 

It is true, that the Original of this Story is 
Put into newWords andthe Style of the famous 
Lady we here ſpeak of is a little alter'd, pul- 
ticularly ſhe is made to tell her own Tale 


in HORNET Words than ſhe told it at firſt 1 
A 3 | the 


— — 
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t e Copy which came firſt to Hand, having | 
been wirtten in Language, more like one 
ſtill in Nezwgate, than one grownPenitent and j 


Humble, as ſhe afterwards pretends [to be. 
The Pen employ'd in finiſhing her Story, 


and making it what you now ſee it to be, has 


had no little difficulty to put it into a Dreſs 


flit to be ſeen, and make it ſpeak Language 
fit to be read: When a Women debauch'd 


from her Youth, nay, even being the off- 
ſpring of Debauchery and Vice, comes to 
give an Account of all her vicious Practices, 
and even to deſcend to the Particular Occaſi- 
ons and Circumſtances, by which ſhe firſt be- 
came wicked, and of all the progreffion of 
crimes wl:ich ſhe run through in threeſcore 
Years, an Author muſt be hard put to it to 
wrap it up ſo clean, as not to give room, e- 


ſpecially for vitious Readers to turn it to 


his Diſadvantage. 


All poſſible care however has been taken 


to give no leud Ideas, no immodeſt Turns 
in the New dreſling up this Story, no not 
to the worſt parts of her Expreſſions ; to this 
purpoſe jome of the vicious part of her Life, 
which cou'd not be modeſtly told, is quite 
lett out, and ſeveral other parts, are very 
much ſhortned ; what is left *tis hop'd will 
not offend the chaſteſt Reader, or the mo- 
deſteſt Hearer : and as the beſt uſe is made 
even of the worſt Story, the Moral tis hop*d 


will keep the Reader ſerious, even where 


the 
* 


The PRE PACE. vii 


the Story might incline him to be otherwiſe: 
7 To give the Hiſtory of a wicked Life repent- 
ed of, neceſſarily requires that the wicked 
Part ſhould be made as wicked, as the real 
Hiſtory of it will bear, to illuſtrate and give 
a Beauty to the Penitent part, which is cer- 
tainly the beſt and brighteſt, if related with 
equal Spirit and Life. 


It is ſuggeſted there cannot be the ſame 


Life, the ſame Brightneſs and Beauty, in re- 
2 lating the Penitent part, as is in the crimi- 


nal Part: If there is any Truth in that Sug- 


geſtion, I muſt be allow'd to ſay, tis be- 


cauſe there is not the ſame taſte and reliſh 
in the Reading, and indeed it is too true that 
the difference lies not in the real worth of 
the Subject, ſo much as in the Guſt and 
Palate of the Reader. 

But as this Work is chiefly recommended 


7 to thoſe who know how to read it, and how 


to make the good Uſes of it, which the Sto- 
ry all along recommends to them; ſo it is 


to be hop'd that ſuch Readers will be much 


more pleas'd with the Moral, than the Fa- 


ble; with the Appication, than with the 
Relation, and with the end of the Writer, 
| 5 with the Life of the Perſon written 
i of 


There is in this Story abundance of de- 
lightful Incidents, and all of them uſefully 
apply'd. There is an agreeable turn Art- 
tully given them in the relating, that _ 

| | rally 
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rally Inſtructs the Reader, either one way, 
or other. The firſt part of her leud Life with + 
the young Gentleman at Colchefter, has ſa 


crime, and warn all whoſe circumſtances ' 
are adapted to it, of the ruinous End of 
ſuch Things, and the fooliſn thoughtleſs, 
and abhorr'd conduct ef both the Parties, & 
that it abundantly atones for all the lively 
Deſcription ſhe gives of her Folly and 
. Wickedneſs. TM 
The Repentance of her Lover at the 
Bath, and how brought by the juſt Alarm 


lawful Intimacies of the deareſt Friends, and & 
how unable they are to preſerve the moſt ſo- 
lemn Reſolutions of Virtue without Divine 
Afliftance : theſe are Parts which to a juſt ' 
Diſcernment will appear to have more real 
Beauty in them, than all the amorous cham 
of Story which introduces it. 
In a Word, as the whole Relation is care- 
fully garbled of all the Levity and Looſe- ; 
neſs that was in it: ſo it is applied, and with 
the utmoſt care, to virtuous and religious 
Uſes. None can, without being guilty ot 
manifeſt Injuſt ice caſt any Reproach upon it, 
or upon our Deſign in publiſhing it. 
The Advocates for the Stage, have in all 
Ages made this the great Argument to per- 
ſuade People. that their Plays are uſeſul, on 
| | har 


many happy Turns given it to expoſe. the. ; 


of his Fit of Sickneſs to abandon her; the Ir 
juſt caution given there againſt even the 


men 
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1 That they ought to be allow'd in the moſt ci- 
Filiz'd, and in the moſt religious Govern- 
Ment ; Namely, That they are apply'd to 
Firtwous Purpoſes, and that by the moſt 
Hvely Repreſentations they fail not to re- 
tommend Virtue and generous Principles, 
2nd to diſcourage and expoſe all Sorts of 
Vice and Corruption of Manners ; and were 
Ft true that they did ſo, and that they con- 
ſtantly adhered to that Rule, as the Teſt of 
Their acting on the Theatre, much might be 
aid in their Favour. 


- 
” 
. 


Throughout the infinite Variety of this 


Book, this Fundamental is moſt ſtrictly ad- 
KHered to, there is not a wicked Action in 
any Part of it, but is firſt and laſt render'd 
unhappy and unfortunate : There is not a 
Super lat ive Villain brought upon the Stage, 
but either he is brought to an untimely End, 
or brought to be a Penitent: There is not 
an ill Thing mentioned, but it is condemn'd, 
even in the Relation, nor a virtuous juſt 
Thing, but it carries its Praiſe along with 
it: What can more exactly anſwer the Rule 
laid down, or recommend, even thoſe Re- 
I preſentations of Things which have ſo ma- 
ny other juſt Objections lying againſt them? 
3 Namely, of Example, of bad Company, 
3 obſcene Language, and the like. 


* this Foundation this Book is recom- 
ed to the Reader, as a Work from e- 
very Part of which ſomething - may be 

| learned 


* 


* 
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learned, and fome juſt and religious Infe- Fu 

rence is drawn, by which the Reader will! 

| have ſomething of Inſtructien, it he pleaſes . ff 

to make uſe of it, | | 

All the Exploits of this Lady of Fame, N 

in her Depredations upon Mankind, ſtand 

as fo many Warnings to honeſt People to 
beware of them, intimating to them by 
| what Methods innocent People are drawn 
| in, plunder'd and robb'd, and by conſe- 


i quence how to avoid them. Her robbing a 
k little innocent Child, dreſs'd fine by the Va- 
nity of the Mother to go to the Dancing- 
School, is a good Memento to ſuch People ; 
hereafter: as is likewiſe her picking the 
Gold Watch from the young Lady's Side in 
the Park. ; L 
Her getting a Parcel from a hair-brain'd ? 
Wench at the Coaches in St. Jobn.ſtreet, 
her Booty made at the Fire, and again at 
Harwich, all give us excellent Warnings in . 
ſuch caſes to be more preſent to ourſelves } 
in ſudden Surprizes of every Sort. 1 
Her Application to a ſober Life, and in- 
duſtrious Management at laſt in Virginia, 
with her Tranſported Spouſe, is a Storx 
fruitful of Inſtruction to all the unfortunate 
creatures who are obliged to ſeek their Re- 
eſtabliſhment Abroad; whether by the Mi- i 
ſery of Tranſportation, or other Diſaſter, 
letting them know, that Diligence and Ap» | 
plication have their due Encouragement, e- 
ven 
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n in the remoteſt Parts of the World, and 


m N at no caſe can be ſo low, ſo deſpicable, or 
ſes empty of Proſpect, but that an unwearied 


duſtry will go a great Way to deliver us 
om it, will in time raiſe the meaneſt crea- 
Fre to appear again in the World, and give 
im a new Caſt for his Life. 
# Theſe are a few of the ſerious Inferences 
Which we are led by the Hand to in this 
Book, and theſe are fully ſufficient to juſ- 
Ay any Man in recommending it to the 
World, and much more to juſtify the Pub- 
Kcation of it. 
There are two of the moſt beautiful Parts 
Fill behind, which this Story gives ſome I- 
Wea of, and lets us into'the Parts of them, 
ut they are either of them too long to be 
Prought into the ſame Volume, and indeed 
re, as I may call them, whole Volumes of 
Hemſelves, viz. the Life of her Governeſs, 
Bs ſhe calls her, who had run thro? it ſeems 
a few Years, all the eminent Degrees of 
Gentlewoman, a Whore, and a Bawd, a 
Midwife and a Midwife-keeper, as they are 
Fall'd, a Pawn-broker, a Child-taker, a 
Receiver of Thieves, and of Thieves Pur- 
Ebaſe, that is to ſay, of Stolen Goods; and 
In a Word, herſelf a Thief, a Breeder up 


DO RY 


4 f Thieves, and the like, and yet at lait a 

Penitent. 

The ſecond is the Life of her Tranſported 

uſband, a Highwayman; who it "—_ 
iv? 


de a en 


_— 
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liv'd a twelve Years Life of ſucceſsful Vil. 
lany upon the Road, and even at laſt came 
off ſo well, as to be a Voluntier Tranſport; 
not a Convict, and in whoſe Life there is 
an incredible Variety. GEE 
But as I have faid, theſe are Things too 
long to bring in here, ſo neither can I make? 
a Promiſe of their coming out by themſelves ? 
We cannot ſay indeed, that this Hiſtory! 

is carried on quite to the End of the Life © | 
this famous Moll Flanders, as ſhe calls her. 
ſelf, for no Body can write their own Life 
to the full End of it, unleſs they can write 
it after they are dead; but her Huſband: 
Life being written by a third Hand, gives 
2 full Account of them both, how long the) 
liv'd together in that Country, and hom they 
came both to England again, after about 
eight Year, in which time they were grown? 
very rich, and where ſhe liv'd it ſeems to 
be very old; but was not ſo extraordinary: 
a'Penitent, as ſhe was at firſt ; it ſeems on- 
ly that indeed ſhe always ſpoke with Abhor · 
rence of her former Life, and of every Part 
A 


of it, 4 
In her laſt Scene at Maryland and Virgi. 
nia, many pleaſant Things happen'd, which 
makes that Part of her Life very agreeable, 
but they are not told with the ſame Elegan- 
cy as thoſe accounted for by herſelf z ſo it 11 n 
Kill to the more Advantage that we break 
off here. p $ | ; 
: + I T HE \ 


e MIS FORT UNES 
| Of the Famovs | 
MOLL FLANDERS, &c. 


V true Name is ſo well known in the 
Records, or Regiſters at Newgate, and 
in the OA Baily, and there are ſome 
things of ſuch conſequence ſtil] de- 
pending there, relating to my particu- 
lar conduct, that it is not to be ex- 
pected I ſhould ſet my Name, or the 
Account of my Family to this work; perhaps, after 
my Death it may be better known, at preſent it won ld 
eak not be proper, no, not cho' a general Pardon ſhould be 

iſſued, even without Exceptions and reſe rye of Ferions 
IE or Crimes. 
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It is enough to tell you, that as ſome of my worſt 
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Comrades, who are out of the Way of doing me Harm, 


having gone out of the World by the Steps, and the 1 


String as I often expected to go, know me by the Name 


of Moll Flanders; fo you may give me leave to ſpeak of q 
myſelf under that Name, till I dare own who I have 


been, as well as who I am. 


I have been told, that in one of our Neighbour Na- 4 


tions, whether it be in France, or where elſe, I know not; 
they have an Order from the King, that when any Cri- 
minal is condemn'd, -either to Die, or to the Gallies, or 


to be Tranſported, if they leave any Children, as ſuch 3 
are generally unprovided for, by the Poverty or For- 
feiture of their Parents; ſo they are immediately taken 
into the Care of the Government, and put into an Hoſ- 
pital call'd the Houſe of Orphans, where they are Bred i 
up, Cloath'd, Fed, "Taught, and when fit to go out, 
are plac'd out to Trades, or to Services, ſo as to be well 
able to provide for themſelves by an honeſt induſtrious 


Behaviour. 


Had this been the Cuſtom in our Country, I had not L 


; 


been left a poor deſolate Girl without Friends, without 


Cloaths, without Help or Helper in the World, as was 
my Fate; and by which, I was not only expos'd to very 
great Diſtreſſes, even before I was capable, either of Un. 
deritanding my Cale, or how to Amend it, nor brought 
into a Courle of Life, which was not only ſcandaloys in 


itſelf, but, which in its ordinary Courſe, tended to the 


ſwift Deſtruction both of Soul and Body. 


But the Caſe was otherwiſe here, my Mother war! 
convicted of Felony for a certain petty Theft, ſcarce 
worth naming, (cix.) Having an opportunity of bot. 
rowing three Pieces of fine Holland, of a certain Draper 


in Cheap/ide ; The Circumſtances are too long to repeat, 
and I have heard them related ſo many Ways, that I can? 


ſcarce be certain, which is the right Account. 


However it was, this they al} agree in, that my Mo- þ 
ther pleaded her Belly, and leing found quick with 
Child; ſhe was reſpited for about ſeven Months, in 


which time having brought me into the World, and be- 
ing about again, ſhe was call d down as they term it, to 
| her 
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1 her former Judgment, but obtain'd the Favour of being 
Tranſported to the Plantations, and left me about half a 


Year old; and in bad Hands you may be ſure. 
This is too near the firſt Hours of my Life, for me to 


relate any thing of myſelf, but by hear-fay ; tis enough to 
mention, that as I was born in ſuch an unhappy Place, 
had no Pariſh to have Recourle to for my Nouriſhment 
in my Infarcy, nor can I give the leaſt Account how I 
was kept alive; other, than that I have been told, ſome 
Relation of my Mother's took me away for a while as a 
# Nurſery, but, at whole Experce, or by whoſe Direction 


1 know nothing at all of it. 
The firſt account that I can Recollect, or could ever 
learn of myſelf, was, that I had wandred among a Crew 


ol thoſe People they call Oger, or Feyptians 3 but I be- 


lieve it was but a very little while that I had been among 
them, for I had not had my Skin diſcolour'd, or blacken'd, 
as they do very young 10 all the Children they carry a- 
bout with them, nor can 1 tell how I came among them, 
or how I got from them, 

It was at Colchsfter in Eſſex, that thoſe People left 
me; and I have a Notion in my Head, that I left them 
there, (that is, that I hid myſelf and wou'd not go any 
farther with them) but I am not able to be particular in 
that Account; only this I remember, that being taken 
up by ſome of the Pariſh Officers of Co/chefer, I gave an 
Account, that I came into the Town with the Gyp/ees, 
but that J would not go any farther with them, and that 
ſo they had left ne, but w hither they were gone that 
I knew not, nor could they expect it of me; for tho? 
they fent round the Country to enquire after them, it 
ſeems they could not be found. 

I was now in a way to be provided for; for tho? I was 
not a Pariſh charge upon this, or that part of the Town 
by Law ; yet as my caſe came to be known, and that I 
was too young to do any work, being not above three 
Years old, compaſſion mov'd the Magiſtrates of the Town 
, to order ſome care to be taken of me, and I became one 
of their own, as much as if I had been born in the Place. 


In the Proviſion they made for me, it was my good 
hap to be put to Nurſe, as ; hey call it, to a Woman who 
2 was 
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was indeed poor, but had been in better Circumſtances, 
and who got a little Livelihood by taking ſuch as I was 
ſuppos'd to be; and keeping them with all Neceſſaries, 
till they were at a certain Age, in which it might be ſup- 
pos'd they might go to Service, or get their own Bread, 
This Woman had alſo alittle School, which ſhe kept 
to teach Children to-read and to work ; and having, as 
J have faid, liv'd before that in good faſhion, ſhe bred up 
the Children ſhe took with a great deal of Art, as well as 


with a great deal of Care. 


But that which was worth all the reſt, ſhe bred them 
up very religiouſly, being herſelf a very ſober pious Wo- 


man. (2.) Very Houſewifely and clean; and, (3.) Ve 


mannerly, and with good Behaviour: So that in a word, 
excepting a plain Diet, courſe Lodging, and mean 
Clothes, we were brought up as mannerly and genteely, 
as if we had been at the Dancing-Schoo], 

I was continued here till I was eight Years old, when 
J was terrified with news, that the Magiſtrates, as I 
think they cal!'d them, had order'd that I ſhould go to 
Service ; I was able to do but very little ſervice where- 
ever 1 was to go, except it was to run of Errands, and be 
a Drudge to ſome Cook-maid, and this they told me of 
often, which put me into a great fright; for I had a 
thorough averſion to going to Service, as they eall it, that 
is to be a Servant, tho" I was young; and I told my 
Nurſe, as we call'd her, that I believ'd I could get my 
Iiving without going to Service if ſhe pleas'd to let me; 
for ſhe. had taught me to work with my Needle, and 
ſpin Worked, which is the chief trade of that City, 
and I told her that if ſhe would keep me, I would work 
for her, and I would work very hard. 

I talk'd to her almoſt every Day of working hard; and 
in ſhort, 1 did nothing but work and cry all Day, which 
griev'd the good kind Woman ſo much, that at laſt ſhe 
began to be concern'd for me, for ſhe lov'd me very well. 

One Day after this, as ſhe came into the Room, where 
all we poor Children were at work, ſhe fat down juſt 
over againſt me, not in her uſual Place as Miſtreſs, but as 
if ſhe ſet herſelt on purpoſe to obſerve me, and ſee me 


work: I was doing ſomething ſhe had ſet me to, as I 


remember, 


7 
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remember, it was marking ſome Shirts, which ſhe had 
taken to make, and after a while ſhe began to talk to me: 
Thou focliſh Child, ſays ſhe, thou art always crying; 
(for I was crying then) prethee, What doelt cry for ? Be- 
cauſe they will take me away, faysI, and put me ta 
Service, and I can't work Houſe-work ; well Child, ſays 
ſhe, but tho you can't work Houſe-work, as you call it, 
you will learn it in time, and they won't put you to 
hard things at firlt ; yes they will, fays I, and if I can't 
do it, they will beat me, and the Maids will beat me to 
make me do great work, and I am but a little Girl, and I 
can't do it, and then l ery d again, till I could not ſpeak 
any more to her, 

This mov'd my good Motherly Nurſe, ſo that ſhe from 
that time reſolv'd I ſhould not go to Service yet, ſo ſhe 
bid me not cry, and ſhe would ipeak to Mr. Mayer, and 
J ſhould not go to Service till | was bigger. 

Well, this did not ſatisfie me, for to think of going wo 
Service, was ſuch a frightful thing to me, that if ſhe had 
aſſur'd mel ſhould not have gone til] I was 20 Years old, 
it would have been the ſame to me, I ſhould have cry'd, 
] believe ail che time, with the very TRY of its 
being to be ſo at laſt. 

When ſhe ſaw that J was not pacify'd yet, ſhe began 
to be angry with me, and what would you have? fays 
ſhe, don't I teil you that you ſhall not go to Service till 
by are bigger? Ay, fays I, but then T muſt go at laſt, 
Why. what ? faid ſhe, is the Girl mad? what, would 
you be a Gentlewoman ? Yes fays I, and cry'd heartily, 
ul! T roar'd out again. 

This ſet the o'd Gentlewoman a laughing at me, as 
vou may be ſure it would: Well Madam, forſooth, ſays 

ſhe, Gibing at me, you would be a Gentlewoman, and 
pray how will you come to be a Gentlewoman ? what, 
vill you do it by | your Fingers Ends ? 

Ves, ſays Jagain very innccently. 

Why, what can yoa earn, ſays ſhe, what can you get 
at vour Work. 

Three pence, ſaid I, when I ſpin, and Four-pence 
when I work plain wor. 

Bg Alas! 
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Alas! poor Gentlewoman, faid ſhe again, laughing. 
what will that do for thee ? 4 

It will keep me, ſays I, if you will let me live with: 
you; and this I faid, in ſuch a poor petitioning tone, 
that it made the-poor Woman's heart yearn to me, as ſhe 
told me afterwards. | 

But, fays ſhe, that will not keep ycu, and buy you 
Cloths too; and who muſt buy the little Gentlewoman 
Cloths, ſays ſhe, and ſmiPd all the while at me. 

I will work harder then, ſays I, and you ſhall have 
it all. | 3 
Poor Child! it won't keep you, ſays ſhe, it will hard- * 


ly keep you in Victuals. = 


Then I will have no Victuals? fays I, again very in- 
nocently, let me but live with you. | | 
| Why, can ycu live without Victuals? fays ſhe ; yes, 
again ſays I, very much like a Child, you may be ſure, 
agd ſtill F cry'd heartily. 

I had no policy in all this, you: may eaſily ſee it was 
all nature, but it was joyn'd with ſo much Innocence, and 
ſo much Paſſion, that in ſhort, it ſet the good Motherly 
Creature a weeping too, and ſhe ery'd at laſt as faſt as 
did, and then took me, and led me out of the teaching 
Room; come fays ſhe, you ſhan't go to Service, you 
Mall live with me, and this pacify'd me for the preſent. 

Sometime aſter this, ſhe going to wait on the Mayor, 
and talking of ſuch. things as belong'd to her Buſineſs, at 
laſt my Story came up, and my good Nurſe told Mr. 
Mayor the whole Tale: He was ſo pleagd with it, that 
he would call his Lady, and his two Daughters to hear 
it, and it made Mirth enough among them, you may be 
ſure 

However, not a Week had paſs'd over, but on a ſud- 
den comes Mrs. Mayore/ſs and her two Daughters to 
the Houſe to ſee my old Nurſe, and to ſee her School 
and the Children: When they had look'd about them a 
little: Well, Mrs, ſays the Mayore/5 to my Nurſe; 
and pray which is the little Laſs that intends to be a 
Gentlewoman ? I heard her and I was terribly frighted. 
at firſt, tho* Idid not know why neither; but Mrs. 
Sloyoreſs comes up to me, well Miſs fays ſhe, and what 
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I are you at work upon? The word Miſs was a Language 


that had hardly been heard of in our School, and I won- 
der'd what fad Name it was ſhe call'd me; however, I 
ſtood up, made a Curtſy, and ſhe took my work out of 
my Hand, look'd on it, and {aid it was very well; then 
ſhe took up one of my Hands, nay, ſays ſhe, the Child 
may come to be a Gentlewoman for ought any body 
knows, ſhe has a Gentlewoman's Hand, ſays ſhe; this 
pleas d me mightily you may be ſure, but Mrs, Mayore/s did 
not ſtop there, but giving me my work again, ſhe put 
her Hand in her Pocket, gave me a Shilling, and bid 
me mind my work, and learn to work well, and I might 
be a Gentlewoman for ought ſhe knew 

Now all this while my good old Nurſe, Mrs, Mayor- 
s, and all the reſt of them did not underſtand me at all, 
for they meant one ſort of thing, by the word Gentle- 
woman, and I meant another; for alas, all ] underſtood 
by being a Gentlewoman, was to be able to work for 
myſelf, and get enough to keep me without that terri- 


ble Bug-bear going to ſervice, whereas they meant to 


live great, rich and high, and I know not what. 

Well, after Mrs. Mayore/s was gone, her two Daugh- 
ters came in, and they call'd for the Gentlewoman too, 
and they talk'd a long while to me, and I anſwerd them 
in my innocent way; but always if they ask'd me whe- 
ther I reſolv'd to be a Gentlewoman, I anſwer'd yes: 
At laſt one of them asbd me what a Gentlewoman was ? 
that puzzełd me much; but however, I explain'd my- 
ſelf negatively, that it was one that did not go to Service, 
to do Houſe-work ; they were pleas'd to be familiar with 
me, and likd my little prattle to them, which it ſeems 
was agreeable enough to them, and they gave me Money 
too. 

As for my Money I gave it all to my Miſtreſs Nurſe, 
as I call'd her. and told her ſhe ſhould have all I got for 
myſelf when 1 was a Gentlewoman, as well as now; by 
this and ſome other of my talk, my old Tutreſs began to 
underſtand me, about what I meant by being a Gentle- 
woman; and that 17 underſtood by it no more, than to 
be able to get my Bread by my own work, and at laſt, 
ſhe ask'd me whether it was not fo, 

I told 
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I told her yes, and inſiſted on it, that to do ſo, was 


to be a Gentlewoman; for fays I, there is ſuch a one, 


naming a Woman that mended Lace, and waſh'd the 
Ladies Laced-heads, ſhe, fays I, is a Gentlewoman, and 


they call her Madam. 

Poor Child, fays my good old Nurſe, you may ſoon be 
ſuch a Gentlewoman as that, for ſhe is a Perſon of ill 
Fame, and has had two or three Baſtards. 

I did not underſtand any thing of that; but I anſwer'd, 
J am ſure they call her Madam, and ſhe does not go to 
Service, nor do Houſe-work, and therefore I inſiſted that 
ſhe was a Gentlewoman, and I wou'd be ſuch a Gentles 
woman as that. | | 

The Ladies were told all this again to be ſure, and they 
made themſelves merry with it, and every now and then 
the young Ladies, Mr. Mayer's Daughters, wou'd come 
and ſee me, and ask where the little Gentlewoman was, 
which made me not a little proud of mylelf. 

This held a great while, and I was often viſited by 
theſe young Ladies, and ſometimes they brought others 
with them ; ſo that I was known by it almoft all over 
the Town. 

I was now about ten Years old, and began to look a 
little Womaniſh, for I was mighty grave and humble; 


very mannerly, and as | had often heard the Ladies fav, 


J was pretty, and wou'd be a very handſome Woman; fo 
you may be ſure, that hearing them ſay ſo, made me not 
a little Proud; however, that pride had no ill effect upon 
me yet, only as they often gave me Money, and I gave it 
my old Nurſe; ſhe, honeft Woman, was ſo juſt to me, as 
to lay it all out again for me, and gave me Head-Dreſſes, 
and Linnen, and Gloves and Riboons, and I went very 
neat, and always clean, for that I wou'd do, and 
if I had Rags on, I wou'd always be clcan, or elſe I 
wou'd dabble them in Water mytelf; but | iay, my good 
Nurſe, when I had Money given me, very honet:ly laid 
it out for me, and wou'd always tell the Ladies, this or 
that was bought with their Money ; and this made them 
oftentimes give me more; till at laſt, I was indeed call'd 
upon by the Magittrates as I underſtood it, to go out to 
Service; but then I was come to be ſo good a work Wo- 
man 
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man myſelf, and the Ladies were ſo kind to me, that it 
as plain I cou'd maintain myſelf, that is to fay, I cou'd 
arn as much for my Nurſe as ſhe was able by it to keep 
e; fo ſhe told them, that if they wou'd give her leave, 
e wou'd keep the Gentlewoman as ſhe call'd me, to be 
er Aſſiſtagt, and teach the Children, which I was very 
ell able to do; for I was very nimble at my work, and 
ad a good Hand with my Needle, tho' I was yet very 


=voung. 

Bur the kindneſs of the Ladies of the Town did not 
nd here, for when they came to underſtand that I was 
o more maintain'd by the publick Allowance as before, 
hey gave Money oftner than formerly; and as I grew 
p, they brought me Work to do for them; ſuch as Lin- 
en to make, and Laces to mend, and Heads to dreſs up, 
nd not only paid me for doing them, but even taught 
me how to do them; ſo that now I was a Gentlewoman 
ndeed, as I underſtood that word, and as I defir'd to be 
or by that time, I was twelve Years old, I not only found 
my ſelf Cloaths, and paid my Nurſe for my keeping, but 
ot Money in my Pocket too before-hand. 

The Ladies alſo gave me Cloaths frequently of their 
Wown, or their Childrens, ſome Stockings, ſome Petti- 
oats, ſome Gowns, ſome one thing, ſome another, and 
theſe my old Woman managed for me like a meer Mo- 


ther, and kept them for me, oblig'd me to mend them, 


nd turn them and twift them to the beſt advantage, 
Por ſhe was a rare Houſewife, 
At laſt one of the Ladies took ſo much fancy to me, 
that ſhe wou'd have me home to her Houſe for a Month, 
me ſaid, to be among her Daughters. 
Now the? this was exceeding kind in her, yet as my 
ld good Woman ſaid to her, unleſs ſhe refolv'd to keep 
Ine for good and all, ſhe wou'd do the little Gentlewo- 
man more harm then good : Well, ſays the Lady, that's 
rue, and therefore I'll only take her home for a Week 
hen, that J may ſee how my Daughters and che agree 
ogether, and how I like her Temper, and then II tell 
you more ; and in the mean time, if any body comes to 
ee her as they us'd to do, you may only tell them, you 
dave ſent her out to my Houſe. 

This 
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This was prudently manag d enough, and I went to 


the Lady's Houſe, but I was fo pleas'd there with the 
young Ladies, and they ſo pleas'd with me, that I had 
enough to do to come away, and they were as unwilling 
to part with me. 

However, F did come away, and liv'd almoſt a Year 
more with my honeſt old Woman, and began now to be 
very helpful to her ; for I was almoſt fourteen Years old, 
was tall of my Age, and look'd a little Womaniſh; but I 
had ſuch a Taſte of genteel living at the Lady's Houſe, 
that I was not ſo eaſie in my old Quarters as I usd to be, 


and I thought it was fine to be a Gentlewoman indeed, 


for I had quite other Notions of a Gentlewoman now, 
than I had before; and as I thought, J ſay, that it was 
fine to be a Genilewoman, fo I lov'd to be among Gentle- 
women, and therefore I long'd to he there again. 

About the time that I was fourteen Years and a Quarter 
old, my good old Nurſe, Mother I ought rather to call 
her, fell ſick and died; I was then in a ſad condition in- 
deed, for as there is no preat buſtle in putting an end to 
a poor body's Family, when once they are carried to the 
Grave ; Y the poor geod Woman being buried, the Pariſh 
Children ae kept were immediately remov'd by the 
Church-wardens; the School was at an end, and the 
Children of it had no more to do but juſt ſlay at home, 
till they were ſent ſome where elſe ; and as for what ſhe 


left, her Daughter a married Woman with fix or ſeven | 
Children, came and ſwept it all away at once, and re- 


moving the Goode, they had no more to {ay to me, than 
to jeſt with me, and tell me that the little Gentlewoman 
might ſet up for her ſelf if ſhe pleagd. 

T was frighted out of my wits almoſt, and knew not 
what to do, for I was, as it were, turn'd out of Doors 
to the wide World, and that which was ſtil! worſe, the 
old honeſt Woman had two and twenty Shillings ef mine 
in her Hand, which was all the Eſtate the little Gentle- 
woman had in the World; and when I ask'd the Daugh- 
ter for it, ſhe huft me and laught at me, and told me 
ſhe had nothing to do with me. 3 

It was true, the good poor Woman had told her 
Daughter of it, and that it lay in ſuch a Place, that it was 
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the Child's Money, and had call'd once or twice for me, 
to give it me, but I was unhappily out of the way, ſome 
where or other ; and when I came back ſhe was paſt be- 
ing in a condition to ſpeak of it: However, the Daugh- 
ter was ſo honeſt afterward as to give it me, tho at firſt 
ſhe us'd me cruelly about it. 

Now was I a poor Gentlewoman indeed, and I was 
juſt that very Night to be turn'd into the wide World; 
for the Daughter remov'd all the Goods, and I had not 
ſo much as a Lodging to go to, or a bit ef Bread to eat: 
But it ſeems ſome of the Neighbours who had known my 
Circumſtances, took ſo much compaſſion of me, as to ac- 
quaint the Lady in whoſe Family I had been a Week, as 
I mention'd above; and immediately ſhe ſent her Maid 
to fetch me away, and two of her Daughters came with 
the Maid tho” unſent; ſo I went with them Bag and 
Beggage, and wich a glad Heart you may be ſure: The 
fright of my condition had made ſuch an Impreſſion ur on 
me, that I did not want now to be a Gentlewoman, but 
was very willing to be a Servant, and that any kind of 
Servant they thought fit to have me be. 

But wy new genercus Miſtreſs, for ſhe exceeded the 
good Woman J was with before, in every thing, as well 
as in the matter of Eftate ; I fay in every thing except 
honeſty ; and for that, tho' this was a Lady molt exact- 
ly juſt, yet I muſt not forget to ſay on all occaſions, that 
the firſt tho? poor, was as uprightly honeſt as it was poſ- 


fible for any one ta be, 


I was no ſooner carried away as I have ſaid by this 
good Gentlewoman, but the firſt Lady, that is to ſay, the 


Mayoreſs that was, ſent her two Daughters to take care 


| of me; and another 3 which had taken notice of 


me, when I was the little Gentlewoman, and had given 
me work to do, ſent for me after her, fo that I was 
mightily made of, as we ſay; nay, and they were not 
a little angry, eſpecially, Madam the Mayote/5, that her 
Friend had taken me away from her as they call'd it ; for 
as ſhe ſaid, I waz hers by right, ſhe having been the firſt 
that took any notice of me; but they that had me, would 
not part wih me; and as for me, tho' I ſhould have 


been very well treated with any of che other, yet I could 
not ve better than where I was. Here 
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Here I continued till I was between ſeventeen and * 


eighteen Years old, and here I had all the advantages ſor 
my Education that could be imagined ; the Lady had 
Maſters home to the Houſe to teach her Daughters to 
Dance, and to ſpeak French, and to Write, and others to 
teach Muſick ; and as I was always with them, I learn'd 
as faſt as they; and tho the Maſters were not appointed 
to teach me, yet I learn'd by Imitation and Enquiry, all 
that they learn'd by Inſtruction and Direction. So that 
in ſhort, I learn'd to Dance, and ſpeak French as well as 
any of them, and to ſing much better, for I had a better 
Voice than any of them; I could not fo readily come 


at playing on the Harpſicord or Spinnet, becauſe I had 


no Inſtrument of my own to practiſe on, and could only 
come at theirs in the intervals, when they left it, which 
was uncertain ; but yet I learn'd tolerably well too, and 
the young Ladies at length got two Inſtruments, that is 
to ſay, a Harpſicord, and a Spinnet wo, and then they 
taught me themſelves; but as to Dancing they could 
hardly help my learning Country Dances, becauſe they 
always wanted me to make up even number; and on 
the other hand, they were as heartily willing to learn me 
every thing that they had been taught themſelves, as I 
could be to take the Learning, 

By this means I had, as IL have ſaid above, all the ad- 
vantages of Education that I could have had, if I had 
been as much a Gentlewoman as they were, with whom 
Iliv'd, and in ſome things, I had the advantage of my 
Ladies, tho they were my Superiors; but they were all 
the gift of Nature, and which all their Fortunes could 
not furniſh. Firſt, I was apparently hand ſomer than any 


of them. Secondly, I was better ſhap'd ; and Thirdly, | 


I ſung better, by which I mean, I had a better Voice; 
in all which yon wili I hope allow me to ſay, I do not 
ſpeak my own conceit of myſelf, but the opinion of all 
that knew the Family. | 

I had witn all theſe the common vanity of my Sex, 
(viz.) That being really taken for very handſome, or if 
you pleaſe a great Beauty, I very well knew it, and had 


as good an opinion of myſelf, as any body elſe could have 
of me, and particularly I lov'd to hear any body ſpeak of 
K 
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it, which could not but happen to me ſometimes, and 


vas a great Satisſaction to me. 


Thus far 1 have had a ſmooth tory to tell of myſelf, 


and in all this part of my Life, I not only had the Re- 
putation of living in a very good Family, and a Family 
noted and reſpected every where for vertue and ſobriety, 
and for every valuable thing; but I had the Character 


too of a very ſober, modeſt, and a vertuous young Wo- 
man, and ſuch I had always been; neither had I yet any 
Zoccaſion to think of any thing elſe, or to know what a 
temptation to wickedneſs meant. 


But that which 1 was tao vain of, was my ruin, or 


q rather my vanity was the cauſe of it. The Lady in the Houſe 


where I was, had two Sons, young Gentlemen of very 
promiſing Parts, and of extraordinary Behaviour; and it 


Vas my misfortune to be very well with them both, but 
they manag'd themſelves with me in a quite different 


manner. 


The eldeſt a gay Gentleman that knew the Town, as 


well as the Country, and tho he had Levity enough to 
do an 11)-natur'd thing, yet had too much Judgment of 
things to pay dear for his Pleaſures ; he began with that 
= unhappy ſnare to all Women, (vix.) taking notice upon 
all occaſions how pretty I was, as he call'd it; how agree- 
able, how well carriag'd, and the like; and this he con- 
© trivd ſo ſubtilly, as if he had known as well how to catch 


a Woman in his Net, as a Patridge when he went a Set- 


ting? for he would contrive to be talking this to his Siſters 
when tho' I was not by, yet when he knew I was not ſo 
far off, but that J ſhouJd be ſure to hear him: His Siſters 
would return ſoftly to him, Huſh Brother, ſhe will hear 


you, ſhe is but in the next Room; then he would put 


T it off, and talk ſoftlier, as if he had not known it, and 


| begun to acknowledge he was wrong ; and then as if he 


had forgot hiniſelf, he would ſpeak aloud again, and I 
that was ſo well pleas d to hear it, was ſure 10 liflen for 


it upon all occaſions, 


After he had thus baited his Hook, and found eaſily 
enough the method how to lay it in my way, he play'd 


an opener Game; and one Day going by his Siſter's 


Chamber when I was * doing ſomething about _ 
. 
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fing her, he comes in with an Air of gaiety, O! Mrs. 
Betty, faid he to me, How do you do Mrs. Betty? don't 
our Cheeks burn, Mrs Betty? I made a curtſy, and 
luſh'd, but faid nothing; What makes you talk ſo Bro- 
ther, ſays the Lady; why, ſays he, we have been talk- - 
ing of v3 below Stairs this half Hour; well fays his 


Siſter, you can ſay no harm of her, that Iam ſure, fo "cis 


no matter what you have been talking about; nay, ſays :- 


he, tis fo far from talking harm of her, that we have 
been talking a great deal of good, and a great many 
fine things have been ſaid of Mrs. Bezty, I aſſure you, 
and A0 that ſhe is the hand ſomeſt young Wo- 


man in Colcheſter ; and, in ſhort, they begin to toaſt ger 


Health in the Town. 
I wonder at you Brother, ſays the Siſter ; Betty wants 


but one thing, but ſhe had as good want every thing, for 3 


the Market is againſt our Sex juſt now ; and if a young 


Woman have Beauty, Birth, Breeding, Wit, Senſe, Man- 
ners, Modeſty, and all theſe to an extream ; yet if ſhe 
have not Money, ſhe's no body, ſhe had as good want 
them all, for nothing but Money now recommends a 
Woman; the Men play the Game all into their own 7 


Hands. 


Her younger Brother who was by, cry'd hold Siſter, 
you run too faſt, I am an exception to your Rule; 1 


aſſure you, if I find a Woman ſo accompliſh/d as you talk 
of, I ſay, I aſſure you, Iwould not trouble myſelf a- 
bout the Money. 


O, ſays the Sifter, but you will take care not to fancy © 


one then without the Money. 
You Con't know that neither, ſays the Brother. 


But why Siſter, (ays the elder Brother) why do you | 
exclaim ſo at the Men, for aiming ſo much at the Fortune? 
you are none of them that want a fortune, what ever elſe 


you want. 


I vnderftand you Brother, (replies the Lady, very | 


ſmartly,) you ſuppoſe I have the Money, and want the 
Beauty; but as times go now, the firſt will do without 
the laft, ſo I have the better of my Neighbours, | 
Well, ſays the younger Brother, but your Neighbours, 
a you call them, may be even with you; for Beauty 70 
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real a husband ſometimes in ſpight of Money; and when 
3. che Maid chances to be handſomer than the Miſtreſs, ſhe 
kc. Poſtentimes makes as good a market, and rides in a Coach 
is betore her. 5 
„ I thought it was time for me to withdraw and leave 
at them, and I did fo; but not fo far, but that I heard all 
- their diſcourſe; in which I heard abundance of fine 


things aid of myſelf, which ſerv'd to prompt my vanity ; 
but this I ſoon found, was not the way to encreale my in- 
S tereſt in the Family; forthe Siſter and the younger Bro- 


very diſobliging things to her, upon my account, fo I 
could eafily fee that ſhe reſented them, by her future 
conduct to mez which indeed was very unjuſt to me, for 
I had never had the leaſt thought of what ſke ſuſpected, 
Jas to her younger Brother: Indeed the elder Brother in 
his diſtant remote way had ſaid a great many things as 
in Jeſt, which I had the folly to believe were in eameſt, 
or to flatter myſelf with the hopes of what I ought to 
have ſuppos'd he never intended, and perhaps never 
thought of. | | 

It happen'd one Day that he came running up Stairs, 
towards the Room where his Siſters us'd to fit and work, 
as he often us d to do; and calling to them before he 
came in as was his way to, I being there alone, ſtept to 
the Door, and ſaid, Sir, the Ladies are not here, they 
are walk d down the Garden; as I ſtept forward, to fay this 
towards the Door, he was jult got to the Door, and claſp- 
ing me in his Arms, as if it had been by chance, O! 
3 Mrs. Betty, ſays he, are you here? that's better ſtill, I 
de? want to ſpeak with you more than 1 do with them, and 
elle then having me in his Arms he kilfd me three or four 

| times. | 

I ſtruggNd to get away, and yet did it but faintly nei- 
ther, and he held me faſt, and ſtill kid me till he was 
almoſt out of breath, and then fitting down, ſays, dear 
Betty, Jam in love with you. 

His words I muſt confeſs fir'd my Blood, all my Spirits 
flew about my Heart, and put me into diſordet enough, 
Which might eaſily have been ſeen in my Face: He re- 
peated it afterwards ſeveral times, that be was in love 
; Cz with 


ther fell grievouſly out about it; and as he faid ſome , 


1 
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with me, and my Heart ſpoke as plain as a voice, that I * 
| | nd it ; nay, whenever he faid, Iam in love with you, 


| my Bluſhes plainly reply'd, wou'd you were Sir. 2 
1 However nothing elſe paſs'd at that time; it was but 
. a ſurpriſe, and when he was gone, I ſoon recover d my- [ 

lf again. He had ſtaid longer with me, but he hap- - a 
pened to look out at the Window, and ſee his Siſters # * 
coming up the Garden, fo he took his leave, kiſsd me : 
again, told' me he was very ſerious, and I ſhould hear p 
more of him very quickly, and away he went leaving me 
- infinitely pleas'd tho? ſurpriz d, and had there not been 1 


one misfortune in it, I had been in the right, but the * 
miſtake lay here, that Mrs. Betty was in earneſt, and the ] 
Gentleman was not. f 8 
From this time my Head run upon ſtrange things, and 
J may truly ſay, I was net myſelf; to have ſuch a Gentle- 
man talk to me of being in love with me, and of my be- 7 
meg ſuch a charming Creature, as he told me I was, theſe 
were things I knew not how to bear, my vanity was 
Elevated to the laſt degree: It is true, I had my Head 
fall of pride, but knowing nothing of the Wickedneſs of the 
times, 1 had not one thought of my own fafety, or of 
my vertue about me; and had my young Maſter offer d 
it at firſt ſight, he might have taken any liberty he 
thought fit with me; but he did not ſee his advantage, 
which was my happineſs for that time. . 
Aſter this attack, it was not long but he found an op- 
portunity to catch me again, and almoſt in the ſame 
poſture ; indeed it had more of deſign in it on his part, 
tho' not on my part; it was thus; the young Ladies were 
all gone a viſiting with their Mother; his Brother was 
out of Town; and as for his Father, he had been at Lon- 3 
don for a Week before; he had ſo well watch'd me that 
he knew where I was, tho'I did not ſo much as know 2? 
that he was in the Houſe ; and he briskly comes up the 
Stairs, and ſeeing me at work, comes into the Room to 
me directly, and began juſt as he did before, with taking 
me in his Arms, and kiſſing me for almoſt a quarter of 
an Hour together. 
It was his younger Siſter's Chamber, that I was in, and 
as there was no body in the Houſe, but the Maids ute 
; talrs, 
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Stairs, he was it may be the ruder: In ſhort, he began 
do be in earneſt with me indeed, perhaps he found me 4 
little too eaſie, for God knows I made no Reſiſtance to 
him while he only held me in his Arms and kiſs'd me, 
F indeed I was too well pleas d with it, to reſiſt him much. 
However as it were, tit'd with that kind of work, we 


hy 4 fat down, and there he talbd with me a great while; he 
8 ſaid, he was charm'd with me, and that he could not. 


reſt Night or Day, till he had told me how he was in 
b bove with me, and if I was able to love him again, and 
f would make him happy, I ſhould be the faving of his 

Life; and many ſuch fine things. I faid litile to him again, 
but eaſily diſcover'd that I was a fool, and that 1 did not 
in the leaſt perceive what he meant. | 
Then he walk'd about the Room, and taking me by the 
Hand, I walk'd with him; and by and by, taking his 
advantage, he threw me down upon the Bed, and kiſod 
ne there moſt violently ; but to give him his due, offer'd 
no manner of rudeneſs to me, only kifs'd me a great while ; 
aſter this he thought he had heard ſomebody come u 
Fg Stairs, ſo he got off from the Bed, lifted me up, pose 
fing a great deal of love for me, but told me it was all an 
S honeſt Affection, and that he meant no ill to me; and 
2X with that he put five Guineas into my Hand, and went 
away down Stairs. | | 
l was more confounded with the « Money than I was 
before with the Love; and began to be ſo elevated, that 
Iſcarce knew the Ground I ſtood on: Jam the more 
particular in this part, that if my ſtory comes to be read 
by any innocent young body, they may learn from It to 
guard themſelves from the Miſchiefs which attend an early 
knowledge of their own Beauty; if a young Woman once 
thinks herſelf handſame, ſhe never doubts the truth of an 
Man, that tells her he 4s in love with her; for if ſhe be 
lieves herſelf charming enough to captivate him, tis na- 
tual to expect the effects of it. 

This young Gentleman had fd his inclination, as 
much as he had my vanity, and as if he had found that 


nd he had an opportunity, and was forry he did not take 
0 hold of it, comes up again in half an Hour, or there- 
» 1 0 14 * * 6 . F 5 , 4 þ 
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abouts, and falls to Work with me again as before, only J ; 


with a little leſs Introduction. | 

And, Firſt, when he enter'd the Room, he turn'd a- 
bout, and ſhut the Door. Mrs. Betty, aid he, I fancy'd 
before ſome Body was coming up Stairs, but it was not 
ſo; however, adds be, if they find me in the room with 
you, they ſhan't catch me a Kiſſing of you; I told him I 
did not know who ſhould be coming up Stairs, for I believ- 
ed there was nobody in the Houſe but the Cook and the 
' Other Maid, and they never came up thoſe Stairs; well 
my Dear, ſays he, tis good to be ſure however, and ſo he fits 


down and we begun to talk; and now, tho“ I was ftill all 


on fire with his firſt viſit, and ſaid little, he did as it were 

ut Words in my Mouth, telling me how paſlionately he 
00 me, and that tho? he could not mention ſuch a thing, 
till he came to his Eſtate, yet he was reſolv'd to make me 
happy then, and himſelf too; that 7s to ſay, to Marry me, 
and abundance of ſuch fine things, which I poor fool did 
not underſtand the drift of, but acted, as if there was no 


ſuch thing as any kind of Love, but that which tended to 
Matrimony; and if he had ſpoke of that, I had no 
Room, as well as no Power to have ſaid No; but we were 


not come that length yet, 
We had not fat long, but he got up, and ſloping m 


very Breath with Kiſſes, threw me upon the Bed again, ; 


but then being both well warm'd, he went farther with 
me then Decency permits me to mention, nor had it 


been in my power to have deny'd him at that Moment, 


had he offer'd much more than he did. 


However, tho he took theſe Freedoms with me, it did 
not go to that, which they eall the laſt Favour, 
which, to do him Juſtice, he did not attempt; and he 
made that ſelf-denyal of his a Plea for all his Freedoms 
with me upon other Occaſions after this: When this was 
over, he ſtay'd but a little while, but he put almoſt a 
Handful of Gold in my Hand, and left me; making a a 
thouſand Proteſtations of his Paſſion for me, and of his 


loving me above all the Women in the World. 


It will not be ſtrange, if I now began to think, but 


alas! it was but with very little ſolid Reflection: I had 
a moſt unbounded Stock of Vanity and Pride, and but 2 


very 


him in Fs or aaſner's if he ſpoke 60 me, if any 
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7 very little Stock of Virtue ; J did indeed caſt ſometimes 
wich myſelf what my young Maſter aim'd at, but thought 
Jof nothing but the fine Words, and the Gold; whether 
he intended to Marry me, or not to Marry me, ſeem'd a 
Matter of no great conſequence to me; nor did my 
Thoughts ſo much as ſuggeſt to me the Neceſſity of mak- 
ing any Capitulation for my ſelf, till he came to make a 


kind of formal Propoſal to me, as you ſhall hear preſently. 
Thus 1 gave up myſelf to a readineſs of being ruined 


without the leaſt concern, and am a fair Mements to all 
young Women, whoſe Vanity prevails over their Virtue : 
Nothing was ever ſo ſtupid on both Sides; had I acted as 


became me, and reſiſted as Virtue and Honour requir'd, 


this Gentleman, had either Deſiſted his Attacks, finding 


no room to expect the Accompliſhment of his Deſign, or 


3 had made fair, and honourable Propoſals of Marriage; in 


which Caſe, whoever had blam'd him, no body could 
have blam'd me. In ſhort, if he had known me, and how 
eaſy the Trifle he aim'd at, was to be had, he would have 
trouhled his Head no farther, but have given me four or 
five Guineas, and have la'n with me the next time he had 
come at me; and if I had known his Thoughts, and how 
hard he thought I would be to be gain'd, I might have made 
my own Terms with him; and it I had not Capitulated for 
an immediate Marriage, I might for a Maintenance till 
Marriage, and might have had what I would ; for he was 
already Rich to Excels, beſides what he had in expectation; 
but I ſeem'd wholly to have abandoned all ſuch thoughts 
a3 theſe, and was taken up only with the Pride of my Beav- 
ty, and of being belov'd by ſuch a Gentleman; as for the 
old I ſpent whole hours in looking upon it; I told the 
Guineas over and over a thouſand times a Day: Never 
poor vain Creature was ſo wrapt up with every part of the 
Story, as I was, not conſidering what was before me, and 
how near my Ruin was at the Door ; indeed I think, I 
rather wiſh'd for that Ruin, than ſtudied to avoid it. 

In the mean time however, I was cunning enough, 
not to give the leaſt room to any in the Family to ſuſpeR 
me, or to imagine that I had the leaſt Correſf ce 
with this young Gentleman; I ſcarce ever look'd towards 


y 


— 
— 


- —— — — — — — 
. — 
— a — 2 
— — — 4 — - * 
— 
— 1 5 — 4 
4 — oy —6— 9 nr ba 
— — I—_ 


* — > 8 


_ : ; — 2 — 
Ka. wm » 1 * 


re — — 
= — 


— — — 


— 
— 


b r = 4 — . — 
. er cw : 
za — 2 — w * 


— 
__ 5 


2 — — 
3 CY p<. 


10 The Lirz-of Mort FLanDt Rs. 


Body was near us; but for all that, we had every now 
and then a little Encounter, where we had room for a 
Word or two, and now and then a Kiſe, but no fair Op- 
Portunity for the Miſchief intended; and eſpecially con- 
ſidering that he made more Circumlocution, than if he 
had known my Fho ughts he had occaſion for, and the 
Work appearing difficult to him he really made it ſo. 

But as the Devil is an unwearied Tempter, ſo he never 
fails to find opportunity for that Wickedneſs he invites 


to: It was one Evening that I was in the Garden, with his 


two younger Siſters, and himfelf, and all very innocently 
Merry, when he found means to convey a Note into my 
Hand, by which he directed me to underſtand, that he 
would to Morrow defire me publickly to'go of an Errand 
for him into the Town, and that I 
where by the Way. | 

Accordingly after Dinner, he very gravely ſays to me, 
his Siſters being all by, Mrs. Betty, I muſt ask a Favour 
of you: What's that? /ays his 55 


y, any other time will do; yes they ſaid, they could 
ſpare her well enough, and the Siſter beg'd Pardon for 
asking; which ſhe did but of meer Courſe, without 
any Meaning; Well, but Brother? ſays the eldeſt Siſter, 
you mult tell Mrs. Betty what it is; if it be any private 
Buſineſs, that we muſt not hear, you may call her out, 
there ſhe is. Why Siſter ſays the Gentleman very gravely, 
What do you mean? I only deſire her to go into the 
#igh-Rreet, (and then he pulk out a Turn-Over) to ſuch 
a Shop, and then tells them a long Story of two fine 
Neckeloths he had bid Money for, and he wanted to have 
me go and make an Errand to buy a Neck to the Turn- 
Over that he ſhewed, to ſee if they would take my Mo- 
ney 'for the Neckcloths; to bid a Shilling more, and 


-Haggle with them; and then he made more Exrands, and 


Jo continued to have ſuch petty Bufinels to do, that 1 
ſhould be ſure to flay a good while. 

When he had given me my Errands, he told them a 
long Story of a Viſit he was going to make to a Family 
they all knew, and where was to be ſuch and ſuch Gen- 
Uemen, and how merry they were to be,; and ay 

* many 


ould ſee him ſome- 


econd Siſter; nay, Siſter, J 
Jays he, very gravely, if you can't ſpare Mrs. Betfy to 
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wally asks his Siſters to go with him, and they as formally 
Jercubed themſelves, becauſe of Company that they had 
Notice was to come and viſit them that Afternoon, 
Swhich by the Way he had contriv'd on purpoſe. 


He had ſcarce done ſpeaking to them, and giving me 


my Errand, but his Man came up to tell him that Sir 
1 H— Coach ſtop'd at the Door; ſo he runs 
down, and comes up again immediately, alas ! /ays he, 
galoud, there's all my mirth ſpoil'd at once; Sir W-— 
has ſent his Coach for me, and deſi res to ſpeak with me 
Zupon ſome earneſt Buſineſs: It ſeems this Sir W—— 
Was a Gentleman, who liv'd about three Miles out of 
Town, to whom he had ſpoken on purpoſe the Day be- 
F fore, to lend him his Chariot for a particular occaſion ; and 
had appointed it to call for him, as it did about three a- 
x Clock. 


Immediately he calls for his beſt Wig, Hat and Sword, 


and ordering his Man to go to the other Place to make his 


Excuſe, that was to ſay, he made an Excuſe to ſend his 
Man away ; he prepares to go into the Coach: As he was 
going he ſtop'd a while, and ſpeaks mighty earneſtly to 


me about his Buſineſs, and finds an Opportunity to fay 
very ſoftly to me, come away my Dear as ſoon as ever you 
can. I faid nothing, but made a Curtſy, as if I had done 
ſo to what he ſaid in Publick; in about a Quarter of an 
Hour I went out too, I had no dreſs, other than before, 
except that I had a Hood, a Mask, a Fan and a pair of 


Gloves in my Pocket; ſo that there was not the leaſt Suſ- 
picion in the Houſe ; He waited for me in the Coach in a 
back Lane, which he knew I muſt paſt by; and had direc- 
ted the Coachman whither to go, which was to a certain 
Place call'd Mi/e-End, where lived a Confident of his, 
where we went in, and where was all the Convenience in 
the World to be as Wicked as we pleas'd. 

When we were together, he begun to Talk very Gravely 
to me; and to tell me, he did not bring me there to be- 
tray me; that his paſſion for me, would not ſuffer him to 
Abuſe me; that he refolved to Marry me as ſoon as he 
came to his Eſtate ; that in the mean time, if I would grant 
his Requeſt, he would Maintain me very Honourably, 
and made me a thouſand Proteſtations of his Sincerity, * 


ſee l am not in Jeſt, Jays he, here's an Earneſt for you; and 
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of his Affection to me; and that he would never aban- 
don me; and as I may ſay, made a thouſand more Pre. 
ambles than he need to have done, 'J 

However he preſꝰd me to ſpeak, I told him, I had no 
Reaſon to queſtion the Sincerity of his Love to me, after 
ſo many Proteſtations, But and there I ftopp'd, as if 
I left him to gueſs the relt ; But what my Dear ? ſays he, 
I gueſs what you mean ; what if you ſhould be with Child, 
is not thatii? Why then /aps he, Pll take care of you, 
and provide for you and the Child too, and that you may 


with that he pulls out a filk Purſe, with an Hundred 


Guineas in it, and gave it me; and I'll give you ſuch a- i - 


nother, ſays he, every Year till I marry you. 
My Colour came, and went, at the Sight of the Purſe, 


and with the fire of his Propoſal together; ſo that I could not F 


fay a Word, and he eaſily perceived it: ſo putting the 
Purſe into my Boſom, I made no more Reſiſtance to him, IF; 
but let him do juſt what he pleaſed ; and as often as he 

pleas'd ; and thus I finiſhed my own Deſtruction at once, lu 
for from this day, bring forſaken of my Virtue, and Mo- 


deſty, I had nothing of Value left to recommend me, ei- I 


ther to God's Bleſſing, or Man's Aſſiſtance. 'Y 
But things did not end here, I went back to the Tow]n, 

did the Buſineſs he publickly directed me to, and was at 

Home before any body thought me long; as for my Gen- 


tleman, he ſtaid out as he told me he would, till late at 4 | 
Night, and there was not the leaſt Suſpicion in the Fa- 


mily, either on his Account or on mine. | 

We had after this, frequent opportunities to repeat our | 
Crime; chiefly by his contrivance z eſpecially at home; 
when his Mother and the young Ladies went Abroad a | 
Viſiting, which he watch'd fo narrowly, as never to miſs; } 
knowing always before-hand when they went out; and 
then fail'd notto catch me all alone, and ſecurely enough; 
ſo that we took our fill of our wicked Pleaſure for near 
half a Year ; and yet, which was the moſt to my Satis- | 
faction, I was not with Child. 

But before this half Year was expir'd, his younger Bro- 
ther, of whom I have made ſome mention in the begin- 
ning of the Story, falls to work with me; and he finding 

; me 


The LIr E of Mor L FL ANDERS. 23 


me alone in the Garden one Evening, begins a Story of 
he ſame Kind to me, made good honeſt Profeſſions of be- 


wy 'I ng in Love with me; and in ſhort, propoſes fairly and 
$$ onourably to marry me, and chat before he made any 

no cher Offer to me at all. 

coo I was now confounded and driven to ſuch an Extremi- 

if A v, as the like was never known; at leaſt not to me; Ire · 


„e, filled the Propoſal with Obſtinacy ; and now I began to 
rm my ſelf with Arguments: I laid before him the ine- 
Jy, Auallity of the Match, the Treatment I ſhould meet with 
ay In the Family; the Ingratitude it wou'd be to his good 

Father and Mother, who had taken me into their Houſe 
pon ſuch generous Principles, and when I was in ſuch 
low Condition; and in ſhort, I ſaid every thing to diſ- 


fo 
* 


= 
2 


9 oade him from his Defign that I could imagine, except 
ſe, ON him the Truth, which wou'd indeed, have put an 
not nd to it all but chat I durſt not think of mentioning. 
he Bat here happen'd a Circumſtance that I did not expect 
m, FÞ-4<<d, which put me to my Shifts; for this young Gen- 

he Fleman as he was plain and Honeſt, ſo he pretended to no- 
ce, ching with me, but what was ſo too; and knowing his 
1o- Pen Innocence, he was not fo careful to make his having 


ej. K indneſs for Mrs, Betty, a Secret in the Houle, as his 

Brother was; and tho' he did not let them know that he 
vo, $49 talkd to me about it, yet he faid enough to let his 
„ Pigers perceive he Lov'd me, and his Mother ſaw it too, 


s at | 

en- which tho? they took no Notice of it to me, yet they 
» at did to him, and immdiately I found their Carriage to me 
Fa. "i'd, more than ever before. 


I ſaw the Cloud, tho?I did not foreſee the Storm; it 
as eaſie, T /ay, to ſee that their Carriage to me was alter'd 


our | \ 
ne; and that it grew worſe and worſe every Day; till at laſt I 
a Lot information among the Servants, that I ſhou'd, in a 
lie; Nei little while, be defir'd to remove. 


I was not alarm'd at the News, having a full Satisfaction 
that I ſhould be otherwiſe provided for ; and eſpecially, 
conlidering that I had Reaſon every Day to expect l 
ſhould be with Child, and that then I ſhould be oblig d 
to remove without any Pretence for it. | 

After ſome time, the youn er Gentleman took an 

Kindnch he bad fo 5 


Opportunity to tell me, that the 


24 The LITE of Mott FL ANDERS. ü 


had got vent in the Family; he did not Charge me with 4 
it, He ſaid, for he knew well enough which way it came 9 
out; he told me his plain way of talking had been the A 
Occafion of it, for that he did not make his reſpect for 
me ſo much a ſecret as he might have done, and the Rea- 
ſon was, that he was at a Point; that if I would conſent 8 
to have him, he would tell them all openly that he lov'd 
me, and that he intended to marry me: That it was true 
his Father and Mother might reſent it, and be unkind, 
but that he was now in a Way to live, being bred to ne 
Law, and he did not fear Maintaining me, agreeable to 
what I ſhould expect; and that in ſhort, as he believed I 
ſhould not be aſhamed of him, ſo he was reſolv'd not-to be 
aſham'd of me, and that he fcorn'd to be afraid to own 
me now, who he reſolv'd to on after I was his Wife, 
and therefore] had nothing to do but give him my Hand, 
and he would Anſwer for all the reſt. bs 

I was now in a dreadful Condition indeed, and now if 
repented heartily my eaſineſs with the eldeſt Brother, not 
from any reflection of Conſcience, but from a View of | 
the Happineſs I might have enjoy'd, and had now made 
impoſſible; for tho I had no great Scruples of Conſcience 5 
I kate ſaid to ſtruggle with, yet I could not think f 
being a Whore to one Brother, and a Wife to the other; 
but then it came into my thoughts that the firſt Brother 
had promis'd to make me his Wife, when he came to his 
Eſtate; but I preſently remember d what I had often 
thought of, that he had never ſpoken a Word of having 
me ſor a Wife, after he had conquer d me for a Miſtreſs; 
and indeed till now, tho I faid I thought of it often, yet 
it gave me no Diſturbance at all, for as he did not ſeem in, 
the leaſt to leſſen his Affection to me, ſo neither did he . 
leſſen his Bounty tho he had the Diſcretion himſelf to de- 
fire me not to lay out a Penny of what he gave me in 
Cloaths, or to *. 4 the leaſt ſhew extraordinary, becaue ic 
it would 1 give Jealouſie in the Family, ſince Wo 
every Body knew I could come at ſuch things no manner l 
of ordinary Way; but by ſome Private Friendſhip, which Mi 
4hey would preſently have ſuſpected- 0 

But I was now in a great itrait, and really knew not. 
what to do, the main Diſculty 6 


9 
I 


21 


The Litre of Mol L FLAN D ERS. 25 


er not only laid cloſe Siege to me, but ſuffered it to be 
Nen; he would come inte his Siſter's Room, and his 
{other's Room, and fit down, and Talk a Thouſand kind 
hings of me, and to me, even before their Faces, and 
When they were all there: This grew fo publick, that 
ent he whole Houſe talk d of it, and his Mother reprov'd 


ot think, as indeed no Body elſe yet did, that the young- 
ſt Brother had made any Propoſal to me about it: But as 


V's im for it, and their Carriage io me appear'd quite al- 
true gerd; In ſhort, his Mother had let fall ſome Speeches, 
ind, Is if ſhe intended to put me out of the Family, that is in 
$6 gi, to turn me out of Doors, Now, I was ſure this 
* ould not be a ſecret to his Brother, only, that he might 
ed 1 

o be 


I caſily cou'd ſee that it would go farther, ſo ] faw likewiſe 
Viſe, nere was an abſolute Neceſſity to ſpeak of it to him, or 
and, Phat he would ſpeak of it to me, and which to do firſt I 


1 new not; that is, whether I ſhould break it to him, or 
ow I et it alone till he ſhould break it to me. 
, not U pon ſerious Conſideration, for indeed now I begun 


Wo Conſider things very ſeriouſly, and never till now: I 
Wy, upon ſerious Conſideration, I refolv'd to tell him of 
Wt firſt, and it was not long before i had an Opportunity, 
or the very next Day his Brother went to Lenden upon 
ther; Wome Buſinels, and the Family being out a viſiting, juſt as 

Fc happen'd before, and as indeed was often the Cale, he 
ame according to his Cuſtom to ſpend an Hour or two 
with Mrs. Betty. 


aving When he came and had fate down a while, he eaſily 
ſtreſs; Perceiv'd there was an Alteration in my Countenance, 
„ yet I was not fo free and pleaſant with him, as I us'd to 
em in pe, and particularly, that I had been a Crying; he was 


ot long before he took notice of it, and aſked me in very 
ind Jerms what was the matter, and if any thing trou- 
led me: I wou'd have put it off if I could, but it was 
ot to be concealed ; fo after ſuffering many importunities 
ſince o draw that out of me, which I long'd as much as poſſi- 
ee to diſcloſe; 1 told him that is was true, fomething 
id trouble me, and ſomething of ſuch a Nature, that I 
ould not conceal from him, and yet, that I could not tell 
ow to — —— it neither; that it —. _ that 
t only ſurprized me, but greatly perplex'd me, and that 

ly ſurp per 1 — 


= - - 
14 * 
1 * 
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I knew not what Courſe to take, unleſs he would di 


rect me: He told me with great Tenderneſs, that let it be 3 ) 


what it wou'd, I ſhould not let it trouble me, for he 
would protect me from all the World, 


I then begun at a diſtance, and told him I was afraid the F 
Ladies had got ſome ſecret Information of our Correſpon- 


dence; for that it was eaſie to fee, that their Conduc 
was very much chang'd towards me for a great while, 
and that now it was come to that paſs, that they fre- 


= 


«Y 


=. 
- 


quently found Fault with me, and ſometimes fell quite 


out with me, tho' I never gave them the leaſt Occaſion : 


That whereas, I us'd always to lye with the Eldeſt Siſter, 3 ; 
I was lately put to lye by my ſelf, or with one of the if | 


Maids ; and that I had over-heard them ſeveral times talk- 


ing very unkindly about me; but that which confirm'd 


it all, was, that one of the Servants had told me, that 


ſhe had heard I was to be Turn'd out, and that it was 7 


not ſaſe for the Family, that I ſhould be any longer in F 


the Houle. 

He ſmil'd when he heard all this, and I ask'd him, 
how he could make ſo light of it, when hg muſt needs 
know, that 1f there was any Diſcovery, I was Undone 
for ever? and that even it would hurt him, tho' not 


Ruin him, as it would me: I upbraided him, that he 
was like all the reſt of the Sex, that, when they had the 
Character and Honour of a Woman at their Mercy, of- 
tentimes made it their Jeſt, and at leaſt look'd upon it 
as a 'T rifle, and counted the Ruin of thoſe, they had had 


their Will of, as a thing of no value. 


He ſaw me warm and ſerious, and he chang'd his . 


Stile immediately; he told me, he was ſorry I ſhould 
have ſuch a thought of him; that he had never given me 
che leaſt Occaſion for it, but had been as tender of my 
Reputation, as he could be of his own ; that he was ſure 
our Correſpondence had been manag'd with ſo much Ad- 
dreſs that not one Creature in the Family had ſo much 
as a Suſpicion of it; that if he ſmil'd when I told him 
my Thoughts, it was at the Aſſurance he lately receiv'd, 4 
that our underſtanding one another, was not ſo much as 
known or gueſs'd at; and that when he had told me, 
þow much Reaſon he had to be Eaſie, — 


FAY 
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e. did, for he was very certain, it would give me a ſull 
Satisfaction, 

is is a Myſtery I cannot underſtand, /ays J, or how 
t ſhould be to my Satisfaction, that I am to be turn'd 


the Hot of Doors; for if our Correipondence is not diſcover'd, 
on; know no: what elſe I have done to change the Counte- 
lu Pances of the whole Family to me, or to have them Treat 
ule, ae as they do now, who formerly uſed me with ſo much 
fre Nienderneſs, as if I had been one of their own Children. 
_ XZ by look you Child, /ays he, that they are Uneaſie 


bout you, that is true; but that they have the leaſt Su- 


ſter, Macon of the Caſe as it is, and as it reſpects you and J, 
the WW: © far from being True, that they ſuſp:& my Brother 
alk, WR; and in ſhort, they are fully perſuaded he makes 
in Love to you: Nay, the Fool has put it into their Heads 


Foo himſelf, for he is continually Bantring them about it, 
was and making a Jeſt of him/elf; I confeſs, I think he is 
Nvrrong to do ſo, becauſe he can not but ſee it vexes them, 

and makes them Unkind to you; but 'tis a Satisfaction 


um, too. 

eeds ö it is, ſays I, one way, but this does not reach my 

_ Case atail, nor is this the chief Thing that Troubles me, 
n 


h 2 tho! I have been concern'd about that too: What is it 
a ne then, /ays be? With which, I fell into Tears, and could 
WF fay nothing to him at all: He ſtrove to pacifie me all he 


, ol could, but began at laſt to be very preſſing upon me, to 
n 1 tell what it was; at laſt 7 anſwer'd, that I thought I ought 
| had to tell him too, and that he had ſome right to know it. 

„ belide:, that I wanted his Direction in the Cafe, for I 
1 his 1; in ſach Perplex ity, that I knew-not what Courſe to 


ould ate, and I related the whole Affair to him: I told him, 
bo imprudently his Brother had manag'd himſelf, in 
f my walking himſelf fo Publick ; for that if he had kept it a Se- 
cet, as ſuch a Thing ought to have been, I could but 


Ad- have Denied him Poſitivel y, without giving any Reaſon 
nuch for it, and he would in Time have ceasd his Solicitations; 
him but that he had the Vanity, firſt, to depend upon it that 
elv'd, I would not Deny him, and then had taken the Freedom 
_ T to tell his Reſolution of having me, to the whole Houſe. 


/ bim how far I had reſiſted him, and % him how 
le 25 BY Sincere and Honourable his Offers were, but ſays I, my 
1 D 2 Cale 


tunity we had. 
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Caſe will be doubly hard; for as they carry it ill to me now, 9 
becauſe he defires to have me, they'll carry it worſe when 3 
they ſhal} find I have Deny'd him; and they will preſent- 
ly fay, there's ſomething elſe in it, and then out it comes, 
that I am Marry'd already to ſomebody elſe, or elſe that! 
would never refuſe a Match fo much above me as this 
was. 1 
This Diſcourſe ſurpriz'd him indeed very much: He 
told me, that it was a critical Point indeed for me to 
Manage, and he did not fee which way I ſhould get out of 
it; but he would conſider of it, and let. me know next 
ume we met, what Reſolution he was come to about it; 
and in the mean time, defir'd I would not give my Con- 
ſent to his Brother, nor yet give him a flat Denial, but 
that I would hold him in Suſpence a while. 2 
I ſeem'd to itart at his ſaying, I ſhould not give him my 
Conſent; I ted him. he knew very well, I had no Con- 
ſent to give; that he had Engag'd himſelf to Marry me, 
and that my Conſent was at the ſame time Engag'd io 
bim; that he had all along told me, I was his Wife, and 
I look'd upon my {elf as effectually fo, as if the Ceremony 
had paſ'd ; and that it was from his own Mouth that! 
did io, he having all along perſuaded me to call myſelf 
his Wife, 1 
Well my Dear /ays he, don't be Concern'd at that now, © | 
if I am not your Huſband, I'll be as good as a Huſband "8 


| io you, and do not let thoſe things Trouble you now, 


but let me look a little farther into this Affair, and I ſhall 
be able to ſay more next time we meet. Y 

He pacify'd me as well as he cou'd with this, but I 
ſound he was very Thoughtful, and that tho he was very ll 
kind to me, and Kiſ:'d me a thouſand times, and more | 
believe, and gave me Money too, yet he offer'd no more iſ: 
all the while we were together, which was above two 
Hours, and which I much wonder'd at, indeed at that 
Time, conſidering how it us'd to be, and what Oppor- 


_— 
(Ps 
» 
= 


Ke 
"1 1 


His Brother did not come from Londen, for five or ſix 
Days, and it was two Days more, before he got au 
Opportunity to talk with him; but then getting him by 
bimſelf, he began to talk very cloſe ta him about it; 2 


| 
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> 1 e fame Evening got an Opportunity, (for we had a long 
"50 3 onference together) to repeat all their Diſcourſe to me 
nes, rhich as near as I can remember, was to the purpoſe foj- 
ie | owins. He told me he heard ſtrange News of him ſinc e 
this e went, {viz.) that he made Love to Mrs. Belly: 

well, /ays his Brother, a little Angrily, and fo I da, 


FA nd what then? Nay /ays Bis Brother, don't be Angry 
ein, I don't pretend to have any thing to do with it; 
Wor do pretend to be Angry with you about it: But I 


mY lind they do concern themſelves about it, and that they 
1 are uſed the poor Girl Ill about it, which I ſhould take 
8 done to myſelf; Who do you mean by THEY ? Y 
bu 3 mean my Mother, and the Girls, ſays the elder 
510: her. 


But hark ye, ſays bis Brother, are you in Earneſt, do 


. Hou really Love the Girl; you may be free with me you 
me, now? Why then ſays Robin, Iwill be free with you, 1 
4 ws ao Love her above all the Women in the World, and 1 


4 will have Her, let hem ſay, and do what they will; I be- 


— ieve the Girl will not Deny me. 

— I.. ſtruck me to the Heart when he told me this, for 

wa. ho' it was molt rational to think I would not Deny him, 
het! knew in my own Conſcience, I muſt Deny him, and 

— 4 Law my ruin in my being obliged to do ſo; but 1 knew 

tang It was my Buſineſs to Talk otherwiſe then, fo J interrup- 


Nied him in his Story thus 

= Ay! /ai4 7, does he think I cannot Deny him? but he 
all find I can Deny him, for all that. 

Well my dear ſays he, but let me give you the whole 


t I ll \ 
e wes muy as it went on between us, and then jay what you 
en. 
—_—_ Then he went on and told me, that he reply'd thus: But 
two! Brother you know She has nothing, and you may have ſe- 
chat! veral Lad ies with good Fortunes: Tis no matter for that, 


aid Robin, I Love the Girl; and I will never pleaſe my 
ocket in Marrying, and not pleaſe my Fancy ; and ſo my 
ear ads: be, there is no oppoſing him. 


= - Yes, yes, ſays I. you ſhall ſee I cen oppoſe him, I have 
im by | earnt to ſay NO now, tho? I had not leaint it before ; if 
- he beſt Lord in the Land offerd me Marriage now 3 1 


; and 
the £cald very chearfully ſay NO to him. 
D 3 Well, 
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Well, but my Dear fays be, What can you ſay to hin? 
You krow, as you faid when we talk'd of it before, he 
will afk you many Queſtions about it, and all r ? 
will wonder what the meaning of it ſhould be, 

Why /eys I ſmiling, I can ſtop all their mouths at. 
one Clap, by telling him and them too, that I am marri- 1 
ed already to his elder Brother. 5 3 

He {mil'd a little too at the Word, but I could ſee it 
Startled him, and he could not hide "the diſorder it put 4 I 
him into; however, he return'd, Why tho' that may ve | 4 
true in ſome Senſe, yet [ ſuppoſe you are but in Jeſt, 1 4 
when you talk of giving ſuch an Anſwer as that, it may 
not be Convenient on many Accounts. 1 

No, no ſays I pleaſantly, I am not fo fond of letting 
that Secret come out, without your Conſent. 3 

But what then can you ſay to him, or to them, KA 4 
be, when they find you poſitive againſt a Match, which 
would be apparently ſo much to your Advantage? 1 

Why, /ays , ſhould I be at a loſs? Firſt of all, I am I 
not oblig'd to give them any Reaſon at all, on the other i 
hand I may tell them, I am married already, and ſtop 1 
there, and that will be a full Stop too to him, for he can 
have no Reaſon to aſk one Queſtion after it. I L 

Ay, ſays be, but the whole Houſe will teize you a- 
bout that, even to Father and Mother, and if you deny 
them poſitively, they will be diſoblig'd at you and 8. 
ſpicious beſides. q 4 

Why, /ays I, what can I do? What would you have 
me do? I was in ſtrait enough before, and as I zo/d you, 1 4 
was in Perplexity before, and acquainted you with the 
Cucumftances, that I might have your Advice. J 

My Dear jay: he, 1 have been conſidering very much 1 
upon it, you may be ſure, and tho' it is a piece of Ad- 
vice, that has a great many Mortifications in it to me, 
and may at firſt ſeem ſtrange to you, yet all Things — 
ſider'd, I ſee no beiter way for you, than to let him go 
_ and if you find him hearty and in Earneſt, Marry 

im. . 

1 gave him a look full of Horror, at thoſe words, and , 
turning pale as Death, was at the very point of ſinking 
down cut of the Chair I gat in: When giving a * ; 


ny 
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would not value; and is it come to this now ? ſaid I, Is 
this your Faith and Honour, your Love and the Solidity 
of your Promiſes? 

He continued perfectly calm, notwithſtanding all my 
Reproaches, and I was not ſparing of them at all; but 

Le reply d at laſt, My Dear, I have not broken one Pro- 
- X miſe with you yet; I did tell you I would Marry you 
when I was come to my Eſtate ; but you ſee my Father 
is a hail healthy Man, and may live theſe thirty Years 
= 1:1], and not be Older than ſeveral are round us in the 
Town; and you never propos'd my Marrying you ſooner, 
becaufe you know it might be my Ruin ; and as to all the 
reſt, I have not fail'd you in any thing, you have want- 
ed for nothing. 

I could not deny a Word of this, and had nothing to 
ſay to it in general; but why then, /ays I, can you per- 
ſwade me to ſuch a horrid ſtep, as leaving you, ſince you 
have not lift me? Will you allow no Affection, no Love 
on my Side, where there has been ſo much on your 
Side? Have I made you no Returns? Have I given no 
Teſtimony of my Sincerity, and of my Paſſion? are the 
Sacrifices I have made of Honour and Modeſty to you, no 
Proof of my being ty d to you in Bonds too ſtrong to be 
broken ? 

But 


Dear, /h, be aloud, What's the matter with you where 
e, he re you a going? and a great many ſuch things; and 
lou vit jogging and calling to me, ferch'd me a little to my 

elf, tho it was a good while before I fully recover d my 
hs at Penſes, and was not able to ſpeak for ſeveral Minutes 
Barr =mnore. 

When I was fully recover'd he began again ; My Dear 
ee it ys he, What made you fo Surpriz'd at what J aid, I 
t put vould have you conſider feriouſly of it? you may lee 
y oe plainly how the Family ſtand in this Cafe, and they 
Jeſt, would be ſtark mad if it was my Cafe, as it is my Bro- 
may iher's, and for ought I ſee, it would be my Ruin and 

ours too. 
tting Ay! /ays 7, ſtill ſpeaking angrily; are all your Pro- 

teſtations and Vows to be ſhaken by the Diflike of the 
, ſays Family? Did I not always Object that to you, and you 
7 hick made a light thing of it as what ycu were above, and 
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But here my Dear, ſay he, you may come into a fafe 
Station, and appear with Honour, and with Splendor at 
once, and the Remembrance of what we have done, may 
be wrapt up in an eternal Silence, as if it had never hap- 
pen'd ; you ſhall always have my Reſpect, and my ſin- 
cere Affection, only then it ſha!l be honeſt, and perfectly 
juſt to my Brother, you ſhall be my Dear Siſter as now 
you are my Dear—and there he ſtop'd, 

Your Dear Whore, /ays J you would have faid, if you 
had gone on; And you might as well have ſaid it; but I 
underſtand you: However I defire you to remember the 
Jong Diſcourſes you have had wi:h me, and the many 
Hours Pains you have taken to perſwade me to believe my- 
ſelf an honeſt Woman; that I was your Wife intentio- 
nally, tho" not in the Eye of the World; and tbat it 
was as effectual a Marriage that had paid between us, as 
if we had been publickly Wedded by the Parſon of the 
Pariſh; you know and cannet but remember, that theſe 
have been your own Words to me. 

1 found this was a little too cloſe upon him, but 
made it up in what follows; he ſtood ſtock till for 2 
While, and faid nothing, and I went on thus: You 
Cannot, /ays 1, without the higheſt Injuſtice believe 
that I yielded upon all theſe Perſwafions without 
a Love not to be queſtioned, not to be ſhaken again 
by any thing that could happen afterward : If you have 
ſuch diſhohourable Thoughts of me, I muſt aſk you what 
Foundation in any of my Behaviour have I given fer iuch 
a Suggeſtion, | 

If then 1 have yielded to the Importunities of my Af- 
feftion ; and if I have been perſwaded to believe that J am 
cally, and inthe Eſſence of the Thing your Wife, ſhall I 
now give the Lye to all thoſe Arguments, and call myſelf 
your Whore, or Miſtreſs, which is the fame Thing? And 
will you transfer me to your Brother? Can you transfer my 
Affections. Can you bid me ceaſe loving you, and bid melove 
Him? Is it in my Power think you to make ſuch a Change at 
Demand? No, Sir, /aid I, depend upon it tis impoſſible: 
and whatever the Change of your Side may be, I will ever 
be true; and ] had much rather, ſince it is come that un- 
happy length, be your Whoze than your Brother's m_ 
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He appear d pleas'd, and touch'd with the Impreſſion 
of this laſt Diſcourſe; and told me, that he ſtood where 
he did before ; that he had not been unfaithful in any one 
Promiſe he had ever made yet; but that there were & 
many terrible Things preſented themſelves to his View ur 
the Affair before me, and. that on my Account in parti- 
enlar, that he had thought of the other as a Remedy ſo 
eſfectual, as nothing could come up to it: That he thought 
this would not be an entire Parting us, but we might love 
25 Friends all our Days, and perhaps with more Satiſ- 
faction than we ſhould in the Station we were now in, 
as Things might happen: That he durſt ſay I could not 
apprehend any Thing from him, as to betraying a Secret, 
which could not be but the Deſtruction of us both, if it 
came out: That he had but one Queſtion to aſk of mez 
that could lie in the Way of it, and if that Queſtion was 
anſwer'd in the Negative, he could not but think fill it 
was the only Step I could take, 

I gueſs'd at his Queſtion preſently, namely, Whether I 
was ſure I was not with Child ? As to that I told him he 
need not be concern'd about it, for I was not with Child: 
Why then, my Dear, ſays Be, we have no Time to talk 
farther now; conſider of it, and think cloſely about it; 
I cannot but be of the Opinion ſtill, that it will be the 
beſt Courſe you can take; and with this he took his 
Leave, and the more haſtily too, his Mother and Siſters 
ringing at the Gate, juſt at the Moment that he had 
riſen up to go. | 

He left me in the utmoſt Confuſion of Thought; and 
he eaſily perceiv'd it the next Day, and all the reſt of the 
Week, for it was but Tueſday Evening when we talked ; 
but he had no Opportunity to come at me all that Week, 
till the dunday after, when I being indiſpoſed did not go 
to Church, and he making ſome Excuſe for the like, 
ſtay'd at Home. 

And now he had me an Hour and a half again by 
myſelf, and we fell into the me Arguments all over a- 
gain, or at leaſt ſo near the ſame, as it would be to no 
Purpoſe to repeat them; at laſt I aſk'd him warmly what 
Cpinion he mult have of my Modeſty, that he could ſup- 
pole I ſhould ſo much as entertain a Thought of lying with 

- wa 


=> 


upon us both, and impoſfible for either of us to foreſee ; % 
unuſual Coldneſs, that he did not know any Thing elſe 4 


uch a Paſſion of Crying, that tho” would have ſpoke, l 4 
fuſe, he would notwithſtanding provide for me, but letting 


| lov'd to Diſtraction; and the Loſs of all the Expectations 3 3 
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two Brothers? And aſſur'd him it could never be: I add. 
ed, if he was to tell me that he would never ſee me more,. 
than which nothing but Death could be more terrible, yet 
J could never entertain a Thought ſo diſhonourable to my 
ſelf, and ſo baſe to him; and tlierefore I intreated him, if 
he had one Grain of Reſpect or Affection left for me, that 
he would ſpeak no more of it to me, or that he would pull 
his Sword out and kill me. He appear'd ſurpriz'd at my 
Obſtinacy, as he call'd it; o me I was unkind to myſelf, Wl 
and unkind to him in it; that it was a Criſis unlook'd for 


but that he did not ſee any other Way to ſave us both from I 
Ruin, and therefore he thought it the more unkind 5 but 
that if he mult ſay no more of it to me, he added with an 


we had to talk of; and ſo he roſe up to take his Leave: 1 
roſe up too, as with the ſame Indifference ; but when he 
came to give me as it were a parting Kiſs, I burſt oat into 


could not, and only preſſing his Hand, ſeem d to give 
him the Adieu, but cry'd vehemently. = £ 

He was ſenſibly mov'd with this; ſo he fat down again, 
and faid a great many kind things to me, to abate the 
Exceſ of my Paſſion ; but ſtill urg'd the Necefſi'y of what 
he had propoſed; all the while inſiſting, that if I did re-- 


me plainly ſee, that he would decline me in the main 
point; nay even as a Miſtreſs; making it a point of Ho- 
nour not to lye with the Woman, that for ought he knew, ll 
might come to be his Brother's Wife. | | 

The bare loſs of him as a Gallant was not {o much my | 
Affliction, as the Loſs of his Perſon, whom indeed | 


I had, and which I always had built my Hopes upon, of al 
having him one Day for my H uſband ? Thele things op- 
preſod my Mind ſo much, that in ſhort, I fell very ill: 
the Agonies of my Mind, in a word, threw me into a high 
Fever, and long it was, that none in the Family expected 
my Life, | = 
[ was reduc'd very low indeed, and was often deliri- Wl 
ous and light headed; but nothing lay ſo near me, - the 
car, | 
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car, that when I was light Headed, I ſhould fay ſome- 
hing or other to his Prejudice; I was diſtreſsd in my 
lind alſo to ſee him, and ſo he was to ſee me, for he 
Neal Lov'd me moſt paſſionately ; but it could not be: 
„ nere was not the leaſt Room to deſire it, on one fide, 
r other, or ſo much as to make it Decent. 
I vas near five Weeks that I kept my Bed, and tho? the 
olence of my Fever abated in three Weeks, yet it ſeve- 
i times Return'd; and the Phyſicians faid two or three 
mes, they could do no more for me, but that they muſt 
" cave Nature and the Diſtemper to fight it out; only 
IM: rcyghthening the firſt with Cordials to maintain the 
WS :irvggle: After the end of five Weeks I grew better, but 
vas ſo Weak, ſo Alter'd ſo Melancholly, and recover'd 
Mo Slowly, that the Phyficians apprehended I ſhould go 
Into a Conſumption; and which vex'd me moſt, they 
ese it as their Opinion, that my Mind was Oppreſs'd, 
bat ſomething Troubled me, and in ſhort, that I was in 
e; upon this, the whole Houſe was ſet upon me ta 
xamine me, and to preſs me to tell, whether I was in 
Nove or not, and with who? but as I well might, I 
eny'd my being in Love at all. 

They had on this Occaſion a Squable one Day about 
e at Table, that had like to have put the whole Fami- 
in an Uproar, and for ſometime did ſo; they happen'd 
obe all at Table, but the Father; as for me I was Ill, 


nich was Juſt as they had finiſh'd their Dinner, the old 
entlewoman who had ſent me ſomewhat to Eat, call'd 
er Maid to go up, and aſk me if I would have any more; 
dutthe Maid brought down Word, I had not Eaten half 
v hat ſhe had ſent me already. 

Alas ſays the old Lady, that poor Girl; I am afraid 
he will never be well, AM 
Wen! /ays the elder Brother, How ſhould Mrs. Petty 
e wvell, ey /ay ſhe is in Love ? 

I believe nothing of it /ays the old Gentlewoman, 
| don't know. /ays the eldeſt Siſter, what to ſay to its 
hey have made ſuch a rout about her being ſo Handſome, 
nd fo Charming, and I know not what, and that in ber 
caring too, that has turn'd the Creature's Head 1 * 
an 


nd in my Chamber: At theh beginning of the Talk, 


\ 
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and who knows what poſſeſſions may follow ſuch Doings? 
for my Part I don't know what to make of it, | I I 

Why Silter you muſt acknowledge ſhe is very Hand- A 
ſome, ſays the elder Brother. 4 

Ay, and a great deal handſomer than you Siſter, ww 
Robin, and that's your Mortification. 

Well, well, that is not the Queſtion, ſays his Siſter, © 
the Girl is well enough, and ſhe knows it well enough; 
ſne need not be told of it to make her Vain. 

We are not talking of her being Vain, /ays the elder | 
Brother, but of her being in Love; it may be ſhe is in 
Love with herſelf, it ſeems my Siſters think ſo. = 1 

I would ſhe was in Love with me ſays Robin, I's 
quickly put her out of her Pain, 9 J 

What do you mean by that Son, ſays tbe old wo 3 
How can you talk ſo 1 

Why Madam, ſays Robin again, very honeſtly, De 4 
you think I'd let the poor Girl die for Love, and of one 
that is near at hand to be had too, 

Fye Brother, ſays the ſecond Sifter, how can you talk we 
would you take a Creatuge that has not a Groat in the 
World? 

Prithee Child, ſays Robin, Beauty is a Portion, and | 
Good-Humour with it is a double Portion; 1 wiſh thou 
hadſt half her Stock of both for thy Portion: So there I 
was her Mouth Rtopp'd. 4 

I find, ſays the eldeſt Siſter, if Betty is not in Love, my 4 
Brother is; I wonder he has not broke his Mind to Betty, 4 3 
J warrant ſhe won't ſay No. J 3 | 

They that yield when they're aſk'd, ſays Robin, are one 
Step before them that were never aſſe d to yield, Siſter 3 4 
and two Steps before chem that yield before they are aſk'd; 'Y 
and that san Anſwer to you, Sitter. 3 

This fired the Siſter, and ſhe flew into a Paſſion, and ! 4 
ſaid Things were come to that Paſs, that it was Time the b 
Wench (meaning me) was out of the Family ; and but 1 
that ſhe was not fit to be turn ' d out, ſhe hop'd her Father Y 
and Mother would conſider of it, as ſoon as ſhe could be 4 0 


remov'd, 


Robin reply 'd, That was Buſineſs for the Maſter and | 
Miſtrels 


2 
Y 
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liſtreſs of the Family, who were not to be taught by 

oe, that had fo little Judgment as his eldeſt Siſter, 

| It run up a great deal farther ; the Siſter Scolded, Ro- 

XS: Rally'd and Banter'd, but poor Betty loſt Ground 

” IT extreamly in the Family ; I heard of it, and I cry'd 
be: eartily, and the old Lady came up to me, ſome body 


er, 1 aving told her that I was ſo much concern d about it: I com- 
h; Paid to her, that it very hard the Doctors ſhould pat; 

Nich a Cenſure upon me, for which they had no Ground; 
ler nd that it was ſtill harder, conſidering the Circumſan- 
mn res 1 was under in the Family; that I hop'd I had dona 
ra 3 othing to leſſen her eſteem for me, or given any Occaſion 


or the Bickering between her Sons and Daughters; and 

4 had more need to think of a Coffin, than of being in 

ly, IT ove, and beg'd ſhe would not let me ſuffer in her Opini- 
Aj a for any bodies Miſtakes, but my own, 

Do IE She was ſenſible of the Juſtice of what I ſaid, but 7004 

„, ſince there had been ſuch a Clamour among them, 

„ nd that her younger Son talk'd after ſuch a rattling way 

ſo! he did; ſhe defir'd I would be fo faithful to her, as to 

nſwer her but one Queſtion fincerely ; I told I her would 

vith all my Heart, and with the utmoſt Plainne(s and Sin- 


ind erity: Why then the Queſtion was, Whether there was 
1 Fu thing between her Son Robert and me? J told her with 
ere gu the Proteſtations of Sincerity that I was able to make, 


and as I might well do, that there was not, nor ever had 
Xen; I told her that Mr. Robert had rattled and jeſted, as 
e knew it was his Way, and that I took it always as 1 
uppos'd he meant it, to be a wild airy Way of Diſcourſe 
hat had no Signification in it: And again aſſured her, that 
here was not the leaſt Tittle of what ſhe underſtood by it 
eeiween us; and that thoſe who had ſuggeſted it, had done 


” UE of Wrong, and RI. Rebert no Service at all. 
— The old Lady was fully tatisfy'd, and kiſs'd me, ſpoke 
— bearfully to me, and bid me take care of my Health, and 
out ant for nothing, and fo took her leave: But when ſhe 
ke ame down, ſhe found the Brother and all his Silter's to- 

eecher by the Ears; they were Angry even to Paſhon, at 

4 bis upbraiding them with their being Homely, and hav- 
rol ng never had any Sweet-heart, never having been ask'd 


he Queſtion, and their being J ſorw ard as almoſt * = 
rſt; 
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firit: He rallied them upon the Subject of Mrs. Bety,; 
how Pretty, how good Humour'd, how ſhe Sung better 
than they did, and Danc'd better, and how much Hand- 
ſomer ſhe was; and in dying this, he omittted no I'U- na- 
turd Thing that could vex them, and indeed puſh'd too 


hard upon them: The old Lady came down in the height 


of it, and to put a ſtop to it, told them all the Diſcourſe 
ſhe had had with me, and how I anſwer'd, that there was 


nothing between Mr. Robert and J. 


She's wrong there, Jays Robin, for if there was not a 
great deal between us, we ſhould be cloſer together than 


we are: I told her I Lov'd her hugely, /ays be, but T 


could never make the Jade believe I was in earneſt; I da 
not know how you jhould /ays his Mother, no body in 
their Senſes could believe you were in Earneſt, to talk fo 
to a poor Girl, whoſe Circumſtances you know ſo well. 

But prethee Son add, ſbe, ſince you tell me that you 
could not make her believe you were in Earneſt, what 
muſt we believe about it? for you ramble ſo in your Dif- 
courſe, that no body knows whether you are in Earneſt 
or in Jeſt; But as I find the Girl by your own Confeſſion 
has aniwer'd truly, I wiſh you would do fo too, and tell 
me ſerioufly, ſo that I may depend upon it, Is there any 
thing in it or no? Are you in eartieſt or no? Are you 
diſtracted indeed, or are you not? *Tis a weighty Queſ- 
tion, and I wiſh you would make us eaſie about it. 

By my Faith Madam, Jay, Robin, 'tis in vain to mince 
the Matter, or tell any more Lyes about it, I am in Earn- 


eſt, as much as a Man is, that's going to be hang d. If 


Mrs. Retty would ſay ſhe Lov'd me, and that ſhe would 
Marry me, I'd have her to Morrow Morning faſting ; 
and ſay, Jo hade, and to hold, inſtead of eating my Break- 


Well, ſays the Nlatber, then there's one Son loſt ; and 
the ſaid it in a very mournful Tone, as one greatly con- 
cern'd at it, 15 
I hope not Madam, ſay: Robin, no man is loſt, when a 
goud Wiſe has found him. ' 

Why but Child, /ays the old Lady, ſhe is a Beggar: 

Why then Madam, ſhe has the more need of 
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Jays Robin; I'll take her of ef the Hands of the Pariſh, 
and ſhe and I'll beg together. 
Its bad Jeſting with ſuch things, ſays the Mother, 
I don't Jeſt Madam, /ays Robin: We'll come and beg 
your Pardon, Madam; and your Bleſſing Madam, and 
my Father's. 
This is all out of the Way Son, /ays the Mather, if you 
are in earneſt you are Undone, 

| am afraid not /ays be, for I am really afraid ſhe won't 
have me, after all my Sifter's huffing and bluſtering; I be- 
lieve I ſhall never be able to perſwade her to it. ; 
4 That's a fine Tale indeed, ſhe is not ſo far out of her 
" "IF Senies neither; Mrs. Beity is no Fool, ſays the yaurgjt 

= 6$::r, Do you think ſhe has learnt to ſay NO, any more 
than other People? py 

No Mrs. Mirtb-IJit ſays Reotix, Mrs, Betty's no Fool; 
but Mrs. Betty may be Etgag'd ſome other way. Aud 
what then? 
Nay, ſays the eldeft Sifter, we can fay nothing to that, 
Who muſt it be to then ? She is never out of the Doors, 
it muſt he between you. 
TI have nothing to ſay to that ſays Robin, I have been 
Examin'd enough; there's my Brother, if it muſt be Je- 
tzvcen us, go to Work with him. 
This ſtung tbe elder Brother to the Quick, and he eon - 
eluded that Rebin had diſcover'd ſomething : However, 
he kept himſelf from appearing diſturb'd; Prithee ſays 
be, don't go to ſham your Stories off upon me, I tell you, 
I deal in no ſuch Ware; I have nothing to fay to Mrs. 
Betty, nor to any of the Mrs. Betty's in the Pariſh; and 
with that he roſe up and bruſt:'d off. 
No, /ays the elder Siſter, I dare anſwer for my Brother, 
he knows the World better. 
Thus the Diſcourſe ended ; but it left the elder Brother 
quite confounded : He concluded his Brother had made 
a full Diſcovery, and he began to doubt, whether I had 
been concern'd in it, or not; but with all his Manage; 
ment, he could not bring it about to get at me; at laft, 
he was ſo perplex d, that he was quite deſperate, and re- 
ſojv'd he won d come into myChamber and ſee me, what- 
ever came of it: In order to _ he contriv'd it ſo; that 

2 one 
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one Day after Dinner, watching Bis elder Sifter, till he 
could ſee her go up Stairs, he runs after her, Hark ye Si, 
ter, ſays be, Where is this ſick Woman? may not a body 
ſce her? Yes, ſays the Siſter, I believe you may, but let me 
30 firſt a little, and JI tell you; ſo ſhe run up to the Door, 
and gave me Notice; and preſently call'd to him again: 
Brother, /ays ſe, you may come if you pleaſe ; ſo in he 
came, Juſt in the ſame kind of Rant: Well, /ays he, at the 
Door as be came in, Where is this ſick Body that's in 
Love? How do ye do Mrs. Betty? I would have got up 
out of my Chair, but was fo weak I could not for a good 
While; and he faw it and his Siſter too, and ſhe ſaid, 
Come do not ſtrive ta fland up, my Brother deſires no Cere- 
mony, eſpecially, now you are ſo weak. No, No, Mrs. Bet- 
ty, pray ſit ſtill /. L. and ſo ſits himſelf down in a 
ee over againſt me, and appear d as if he was mighty 
lerry. 

He ulld a deal of rambling Stuff to his Siſter, and to 
me; ſometimes one Thing, ſometimes of another, on pur- 
poſe to amuſe his Siſter; and every now and then, would 
turn it upon the old Story, directing it to me: Poor Mrs. 
Betty, ſays he, it it a ſad thing tobe in Love, why it has re- 
duced you ſadly; at laſt I ſpoke a little, I am glad to ſee you 
0 merry; Sir /ays J, but I think the Doctor might have 
found ſome thing better to do, than to make his Game at 
his Patients; if had been Ill of no other Diſtemper, I 
know the Proverb too well to have let him come to me: 
What Proverb ſay Be? O! I remember it now: What, 


« Where Love is the Caſt, 
« The Doctor's an As.. 


Is not that it Mrs. Betty? ] ſmil'd, and ſaid nothing: 
Nay, Jays he, I think the Effect has prov d it to be Love; 
for it ſeems the Doctor has been able to do you but little 
Service, you mend very ſlowly they ſay, I doubt there's 
iomewhat in it Mrs, Bett, I doubt your are Sick of the 
Incureables, and that is Love; I ſmil'd and ſaid, No, ix. 
ace Sir, that's none of my Diſtemper. 

We had a deal of ſuch Diſcourſe, and ſometimes others 
that ſigniſy d as little; by and by He aſl'd me to ſing 2 

a Song 
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a Song; at which I ſmil'd, and faid, my ſinging Days 
were over: At laſt he aſk'd me, if he ſhould play upon 
his Flute to me; his Siſter faid, ſhe believ'd it wou'd 
hurt me: and that my Head could not bear it; I bow'd 
and faid, No, it would not hurt me: And pray Madam, 
faid J, do not hinder it, 1 Love the Muſick of the Flute 
very much; then his Siſter ſaid, well do then Brother; 
with that he pull'd out the Key of his Cloſet, Dear Siſter, 
ſays he, 1am very lazy, do ſtep to my Cloſet and fetch my 
Flute, it lies in uch a Drawer, naming a Place where he 
was ſure it was not, that ſhe might be a little while a 
looking for it. | 

As ſoon as ſhe was gone, he related the whole Story to 
me, of the Diſcourſe his Brother had about me, and of 
his puſhing it at him, and his concern about it, which 
was the Reaſon of his contriving this Viſit to me: I aſ- 
ſar'd him, I had never open'd my Mouth either to his 
Brother, or to any Body ele: | told him the dreadful 
Exigence I was in; that my Love to him, and offering to 
have me forget that Affection, and remove it to another, 
had thrown me down ; and that I had a thouſand Times 
wiſh'd I might die, rather than recover, and have the 
ſame Cireumſtances to ſtruggle with as I had before; and 
that this Backwardneſs to Lite, had been the great Reaſon 
of the Slownels of my Recovering: I added, that I fore- 
ſaw, that as ſoon ai I was well, I muſt quit the Family: 
and that as for marrying his Brother, I abhorr'd the 
Thoughts of it, after what had been my Cale with him, 
and that he might depend upon it, I would never ſee his 
Brother again upon that Subject: That if he would break 
a his Vows and Oaths, and Engagements with me, be 
that be:ween his Conſcience and his Honour, and him- 
felf; but he ſhould never be able to fay, that I who he 
had perſuaded to call my felf his Wiie, and who had 
given him the Liberty to uſe me as a Wife, was not as 
faithful to him as a Wife ought to be, what ever he 
might be to me, 

He was going to reply, and had aid, That he was ſor- 
ry I could not be perſuaded, and was a going to fay more, 
but he heard his Siſter a coming, and p did | ; and yet 
I forc'd ont theſe few words as a reply, That I could ne- 
E 3 ver 


— 


— 


_ 


_— 4 3 — a - 
n 777 
S xz = —_ So : ES — — 


—— 


— Do 
— — 


2 =. 


IIS 


* 


42 De LITE of Mori FAN D EES. 


ver be perſuaded to Love one Brother, and Marry an- 
other: He ſhook his Head and faid, The I am Ruin'd, 
meaning himſelf ; and that Moment his Siſter enter'd the 
Room, and told him ſhe could not find the Flute ; well, 
ſays be, merrily, this Lazinefs won't do, fo he gets up, 
and goes himſelt to go to look for it, but comes back with- 
out it too; not but that he could have found it, but be- 
cauſe his Mind was a little Diſturb'd, and he had no 
mind to play; and beſides, the Errand he ſent his Siſter 
of, was aniwer'd another Way; for he only wanted an 
Opportunity to ſpeak to me, which he gain'd, though not 
much to his Satisfaction. 

I had, however, a great deal of Satisfaction in having 
ſpoken my Mind to him with Freedom, and with ſuch 
an honeſt Plainneſe, as I have related; and tho? it did not 

tall work that way I deſir'd, that is o ſay, to oblige the 
Perſon to me the more; yet it took from him all Poſſibi- 
lity of quiting me, but by a down right Breach of Ho- 
nour, and giving vp all the Faith oi à Gentleman to me, 
which he had ſo often engag'd by, never to abandon me, 
but to make me his Wiſe as ſoon as he came to his Eſtate. 

It was not many Weeks after this, before I was about 
the Houſe again, and began to grow well; but I continu'd 
melancholly, filent, dull, and retir'd, which amaz'd the 


M hole Family, except he that knew the Reaſonof it; yet it 


was a great while before he took any Notice of it, and I 
a; barkwarr to ſpeak, as he, carried reſpectfully to him, 
but never offer'd to ſpeak a Word to him, that was parti- 
cular of any kind whatſoever: and this continu'd for fixteen 
or ſeventeen Weeks, ſo that as I expected every Day to be 
diſmiſf'd the Family, on Account of what Diſtaſte they had 
iaken another Way, in which I had no Guilt: ſo J expected 
to hear no more of this Gentleman, after all his Solemn 
Vows and Proteſtations, but to be ruin'd and abandon'd. 

At laſt I broke the way myſelf in the Family, for 
my Removing, for being talking ſeriouſly, with the old La- 
dy one Day, abont my own Circumſtances in the World, 
and how my Diſtemper had left a heavineſs upon my 
Spirits, that I was not. the ſame thing I was before: 
The old Lady faid, Iam afraid Betty, what I have faid ta 
zou, about my Son, has had ſome Influence upon you, 


and 


- 
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and that you are Melcneholly on his Account; Pray will 
you let me know how the Matter ſtands with you both? 


it it may not be improper, for as for Robin, he does no- 


thing but Rally and Banter when I ſpeak of it to him : 
Why truly Madam, /aid J, that Matter ſtands as I wiſh 
it did not, and 1 ſhall be very ſincere with you in it, 
whatever beſalls me for it; Mr. Robert has ſeveral times 
propo?'d Marriage to me, which is what had no Reaſon 
to expect, my poor Circumſtances conſider d; but I have 
always reſiſted him, and that perhaps in Terms more 
poſitive than became me, conſidering the Regard that I 
ought to have for every Branch of your Family: But ſaid 
Z Madam, I could never ſo far forget my Obligations to 
you, and all your Houſe, to offer to conſent to a Thing, 
which I know muſt needs be Diſobliging to you, and 
this I have made my Argument to him, and have poſt- 
tively told him, that I would never entertain a Thought 
of that kind, unleſs I had your Conſent, and his Father's 
alſo, to whom I was bound by ſo many invincible Obli- 
gations. 

And is this poſſible Mrs. Betty, ſays the old Lady ? than 
you have been much Juſter to us, than we have be en to 
you; for we have all look'd upon you as a kind of a Snare 
to my Son; and I had a Propoſal to make to you, for your 
Removing, for fear of it; but I had not yet mention'd it 
to you, becauſe I thought you were not thorough Well, 
and I was afraid of grieving you too much, leaſt it ſhould 
throw you down again, for we have all a Reſpect for you 
ſill, tho' not ſo much, as to have it be the Ruin of my 
Son; but if it be as you ſay, we have all wrong'd you 
very mueh. 

As to the Truth of what I ſay, Madam, /aid J, I refer 
you to your Son himſelf, if he will do me any Juſtice, he 
mult tell you the Story juſt as have told it, 

Away goes the old Lady to her Daughters, and tells 
them the whole Story, juſt as I had, told it her, and they 
were {urpri'd at it, you may be ſure, as I beliey'd they 
would be one /aid, ſhe could never have thought it; a» 
nother ſaid, Rabin was a Fool, a Third ſaid ſhe would not 
believe a Word of it, and ſhe would warrant that Robin 
would tell the Story another way ; but the old Gentle- 


woman, 


* 
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woman, who was reſolv'd to go to the bottom of it, be · 
fore I could have the leaſt Opportunity of Acquainting 
her Son, with what had paſv'd, reſolv'd too that ſhe would 
Talk with her Son immediately, and to that purpoſe fent 
for him, for he was gone but to a Lawyer's Houſe in the 
Town, upon ſome petty Buſineſs of his own, aud upon her 
fending, he return'd immediately, 

Upon his coming up to them, for they were al! till to- 
gether ; fit down Robin, ſays the old Lady, T'muſt have 
fome talk with you; with all my Heart, Madam, Jays 
Robin, looking very Merry; J hope it is about à good 
Wife, for I am ata great loſs in that Affair? How can 
that be, /ays his Mother, did not you ſay, you reſolved to 

have Mrs. Betty? Ay Madam, * Rcbin; but there is 
one has for hid the Baums: Forbid the Barins ! fays his Mo- 
ther, whe can that be) Even Mrs. Betty herſelf, ſa ys 
Robin. How fo, ſays his Mother; Have you aſk'd her 
the Queſtion then? Ys, indeed Madam, ſays Robin; I 
have attacked her in Form, five times ſince ſhe was Sick, 
and am beaten off; the Jade is ſo ſtout, ſhe won't Capitu- 
late, nor yield upon any Terms, except ſuch as I cannot 
effectually Grant: Explain your ſelf, /ays the Mother, for 
Tam ſurprivd, I do not underſtand you, I hope you are 
not in Earneſt, | . 

Why, Madam, ſays be, the Caſe is plain enough upon 
me, it explains itſelf ; ſne wont have me, fe /ays; is not 
that plain enough? I think tis plain, and pretty rough too; 
well but ſays the Mother, you talk of Conditions, that 
you cannot Grant, what, does ſhe want a Settlement ? her 
Jointure ought to be according to her Portion; but what 
Fortune does ſhe bring you? Nay, as to Fortune, ſays 
Robin, ſhe is Rich enough; I am ſatisfy'd in that Point; 
but 75 [that am not able to come up to her Terms, and 
ſhe is poſitive ſhe will not have me without. 

Here the Siſters put in, Madam, ſays tbe ſecond Sifter, 
s impoſſible to be ſerious with him; he will never give 
a direct Anſwer to any thing; you had better Jet him a- 
lone, and talk no more of it to him; you know how to 
diſpoſe of her out of his way, if you thought there was any 
thing in it; Robin was a little warm'd with his Siſter's 
rudeneſs, but Ire was even with her; and yet with — 
| an- 


* 2 
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Manners too: There are two ſorts of People, Madam, 
ſays be, turning to his Mother, that there 15 no contending 
with, that is a wiſe Body and a Fool, tis a little hard x 


ſhould engage with both of them together. 


The youngeſt Siſter then put in, we muſt be Fools in- 


NY | deed, Jays /be, in my Brother's Opinion, that he ſhould 


think we can believe, he has ſeriouſly aſk'd Mrs. Betty to 
Marry him, and that ſhe has refuſed him. 

Anſwer, and Anſwer not, ſays Solomon, replyed hb er Bro- 
ther: When your Brother hath ſaid to your Mother, that 
he had aſk'd her no leſs than five times, and that it was ſoy 
that ſhe poſitively Denied him; methinks a younger 


Giſter need not queſtion the Truth of it, when her Mo- 


ther did not: My Mother you ſee did not underſtand it, 
ſays the ſecond Siſter: There's ſome difference /ays Robin, 
between deſiring me to explain it, and telling me ſhe did 
not believe it. 

Well but Son, ſays the old Lady, if you are diſpos'd to 
let us into the Myſtery of it, What were theſe hard Con- 
ditions? Yes Madam /ay:Robin, I had done it before now, 
if the Tazers here had not worried me by way of Inter- 
ruption: The Conditions are, that J bring my Father and 
you to Conſent to it, and without that, ſhe protelts ſhe 
will never ſee me more upon that Head; and theſe Con- 
ditions as 7 /aid, I ſuppoſe I ſhal) never be able to Grant; 
T hope my warm Siſters will be Anſwer'd now, and 
Bluſh a little; it not, I have no more to fay till I hear 
farther, 

This Anſwer was ſurprizing to them all, tho leſs to 
the Mother, becauſe of what I had ſaid to her; as to the 
Daughters they ſtood Mute a great while; but the Mo- 
ther {aid with ſome Paſſion, well, I had heard this before, 
but I cou'd not believe it; but if it is ſo, then we have all 
done Betty wrong, and ſhe has behav'd better then I ever 
expected: Nay /ays the elder Siſter, if it is ſo, ſhe has act- 
ed Handſomely indeed: I confeſs /ays rhe Mother, it was 
none of her Fault, if he was Fool enough to take a Fancy 
to her; but to.give ſuch an Anwſer to him, ſhews more 
Reſpect to your Father and me, than I can tell how to Ex- 
prels; I ſhall value the Girl the better for it as long as I 
know her, But I ſhall not, ſays Robin, unleſ you will 
give 
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give your Conſent : I'll conſider of that a while, ſays the 
Mother ; I aſſure you, if there were not ſome other Ob- 
jections in the Way, this Conduct of hers would go 2 
great Way to bring me to conſent. I wiſh it wou'd go 
quite through with it, ſays Robin; if you had as much 
Thonght about making me eaſy, as you have about ma- 
king me rich, you would ſoon conſent to it. 

Why, Robin, ſays the Mother again, Are you really 
in Earneſt ? Would you fo fain have her as you pretend ? 
Really Madam, fays Robin, I think 'tis hard you ſhould 
queſtion me upon that Head, after all | have ſaid: I 
won't ſay that I will have her, how can I reſoite that 
Point, when you ſee I cannot have her withont your Con- 
ient? Beſides I am not bound to marry at all: But this I 
will ſay I am in Earneſt in, that J will never have any 

Body elie if I can help it; fo you may determine for me; 
Betty, or no Body, is the Word; and the Queſtion which 
of the T'wo, ſhall be in your Breaſt to decide, Madam 3 
provided only, that my good-humour'd Siſters here may 
have no Vote in it. 

All this was dreadful to me, for the Mother began to 

yield, and Robrn preſsd her home in it: On the other 
hand ſhe adviſed with the eldeſt Son, and he uſed all the 
Arguments in the World to perſuade her to conſent ; al- 
ledging his Brother's paffionate Love for me, and my ge- 
nerous Regard to the Family, in refufing my own Advan- 
tages, upon ſuch a nice Point of Honour ; and a thouſand 
ſuch Things: And as to the Father, he was a Man in a 
hurry of publick Affairs, and getting Money, ſeldom at 
Home, thoughtful of the main Chance; bu: left all thoſe 
Things to his Wife. 

You may eaſily believe that when the Plot was thus, 
as they thought broke out, and that every one thought they 
kit how Things were carried, it was not ſo difficult or 
ſo dangerous for the elder Brother, who no Body ſuſpected 
of any Thing, to have a freer Acceſs to me than before; 
Nay, the Mother, which was juſt as he wiſh'd, propoſed 
it to him to talk with Mrs, Betty; for it may be, Son, /aid 
foe, you may ſee farther into the Thing tian I ; and ſee if 
0 think ſhe has been ſo poſitive as Robin ſays ſhe has 

n, or no. This was as well as he could wiſh, and he 

2 a3 
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25 it were yielding ta talk with me at his Mother's Re- 
queſt, ſhe brought me to him into her own Chamber; 
told me her Son had ſome Buſineſs with me at her Requeſt, 


and deſired me to be very ſincere with him; and then ſhe 


left us together, and he went and ſhut the Door after her. 

He came back to me, and took me in his Arms, and 
kiſod me very tenderly ; but told me, he had a long. Diſ- 
courſe to hold with me, and it was now come to that Cri- 
ſis, that I ſhould mgke my ſelf happy or miſerable as long 
as I liv'd ; That the Thing was now gone ſo far, that if 1 
could not comply with his Defire, we ſhould be both ru- 
i'd: Then he told me the whole Story between Robin, as 
he call'd him, and his Mother, and Siſters, and himſelf, 
as it is above: And now, dear Child, fays he, conſider 
what it will be to marry a Gentleman of a good Family, 
in good Circumſtances, and with the Conſent of the whole 
Houle, and to enjoy all that the World can give you: And 
what on the other Hand, to be ſunk into the dark Circum- 
fiance: of a Woman that has loſt her Reputation; and that 
tho' I ſhalþ be a private Friend to you while I live, yet 
a3 1 hall be ſuſpected always, fo you will be afraid to ſee 
me, and I ſhall be afraid to own you. | 

He gave me no Time to reply, but went on with me 
thus: What has happen'd between us, Child, ſo long as 
we both agree to do fo, may be buried and forgotten : I 
ſhall always be your ſincere Friend, without any inelina- 
tion to nearer intimaev, when you become my Siſter ; and 
we ſhall have all the honeſt Part of Converſation, without 
any Reproaches between us of having done amiſs : I beg 
of yon to conſider it, and do not ſtand in the Way of your 
own Safety and Proſperity ; and to fatisfy you that ] am 
ſincere, added he, I here offer you 500 in Money, to 
make you ſome Amends for the Freedoms I have taken 
with you, which we ſhall look upon as, ſome of the Follies 
of our Lives, which is hop'd we may repent of. 

He ſpoke this in ſo much more moving Terms than it 


is poſhble for me to expreſs, and with ſo much greater force 


of Argument than I can repeat, that I only recommend it 
tothoſe who read the Story, to ſuppoſe, that as he held me 
Above an Hour and half in that Diſcourfe, fo he r 
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all my Objections, and fortify'd his Diſcourſe with all the 
Arguments that humane Wit and Art could deviſe, 

I cannot ſay however, that any Thing he ſaid made 
impreſſion enough upon me, ſo as to give me any Thought 
of the Matter; till he told me at laſt very plainly, that it 
I refuſed, he was ſorry to add, that he could never go on 
with me in that Station as we ftood before; that tho he 
lov'd me as well as ever, and that I was as agreeable to him 
as ever ; yet Senſe of Virtue had not fo far forſaken him, 
as to ſuffer him to lie with a Woman, that his Brother 
courted to make his Wife; and if he took his Leave of 


me with a Denial in this Affair, whatever he might do 


for me in the Point of Support, grounded on his firſt En- 
gagement of maintaining me, yet he would not have me 
be ſurpriz'd, that he was obliged to tell me, he could not 
allow himſelf to ſee me any more, and that indeed I 
could not expect it of him. 

I received this laſt Part with ſome Tokens of Surprize 
and Diſorder, and had much ado to avoid ſinking down, 


for indeed I lov'd him to an Extravagance not "7 to 
me 


imagine; but he perceived my Diſorder, he intreate 
to conſider ſeriouſly of it, aſſur'd me that it was the only 


Way to preſerve our mutual Affection, that in this Sta- 


tion we might love as Friends, with the utmoſt Paſhon, 


and with a Love of Relation untainted, free from our juſt 


Reproaches, and free from other People's Suſpicions; that 4 


he ſhould ever acknowledge his Happineſs owing to me; 


that he would be Debtor to me as long as he liv'd, and 4 


would be paying that Debt as long as he had Breath ; 
Thus he wrought me up, in ſhort, to a kind of Heſitation 
in the Matter; having the Dangers on one Side repreſen- 
ted in lively Figures, and indeed heighten'd by my Ima- 
ination of being turn'd out to the wild World, a meer 


caſt of Whore, for it was no leſi; and perhaps expos d as 


ſuch ; with little to provide for myſelf ; with no Friend, 
no Acquaintance in the whole World, out of that Titon, 
and there I could not pretend to ſtay; all this terrify'd me 
to the laſt Degree, and he took care upon all Occafions to 


lay it home to me, in the worſt Colours that it could be 


Poſſible to be drawn in; on the other Hand, he fail'd 
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not to {et forth the eaſy proſperous Life, which I was go- 
ing to live. 

He anſwer d all that I could object from Affection, and 
from former Engagements, with telliug me the Neceſſity 
that was before us of taking other Meaſures now; and as 
to his Promiſes of Marriage, the Nature of things be /ais, 
had put an End to that, by the Probability of my being 
his Brother's Wife, beſore the time to which his Promiſes 

Thus in a Word, I may ſay, he Reaſon'd me out ot 
my Reaſon ; he conquet'd all my Arguments, and | be- 
gan to ſee a Danger that I was in, which I had not con- 
ſider'd of before, and that was of being dropp'd by both of 
them, and left alone in the World to ſhift for myſelf. 

This, and his Perſwaſion, at length prevaild with me 
to conſent, tho! with ſo much Reluctance, that it was ea - 
ſie to ſee I ſhou'd go to Church, like a Bear to the Stake; I 
had ſome little Apprehenſions about me too, leaſt my new 
Spouſe, who by the way, I had not the leaſt Affection for; 
ſhould be {kilfal enough to Challenge me on another 
Aceount, upon our firſt coming to Bed together; but 
whether he did it with Deſign, or not, I know not; but 
his elder Brother took care to make him very much Fud- 
dled before he went to Bed; fo that I had tne Satisfaction 
of a drunken Bedfellow the firſt Night: How he did it I 
know not, but I concluded that he certainly contriv'd it, 
that his Brother might be able to make no judgment of 
the difference between a Maid and a married Woman; 
nor did he ever entertain any Notions of it, or diſturb his 
Thoughts about it. 

] ſhould go back a little here, to where I left off; the el 
der Bto:her, having thus manag d me, his next buſineſs 
was to Manage his Mother, and he never leſt till he had 
brought her to acquieſce, and be paſſive in the thing; 
Even without acquainting the Father, other than by Polt 
Letters: So that ſhe conſented to our marrying privately, 
and leaving her to manage the Father afterwards. 

Then he cajol'd with his Brother, and perfwaded him 
what Service he had done him, and how he had broughr 
his Mot » as conſent, which tho* True, was not indeed 
done to lefve him, but to m himſelf; but chus diligent 


ly 
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ly did he cheat him, and had the Thanks of a faithful Friend 
for ſhifting off hisW hore into his Brother's Arms for a Wife. 
So certainly does Intereſt baniſh all manner of Affection, 
and ſo naturally do Men give up Honour and Juſtice, Hu- 
manity, and even Chriſtianity, to ſecure themſelves. 

I muſt now come back to Brother Rabin, as we always 
call'd him; who having got hisMothe:*s Confent, at above, 
came big withtheNews to me, and told me the whole Story 
of it; with a Sincerity fo viſible; that I muſt confeſs it 
griev'd me, that I muſt be the Inſtrument to abuſe ſo ho- 
neſt a Gentleman; but there was no Remedy, he would 
have me, and I was not oblig'd to tell him, that I was his 
Brother's Whore, tho I had no other Way to put him 
off; foI came gradually into it, to his — and 
behold, we were married. 4 

Modeſty forbids me to reveal the Secrets of the Mat- 
riage Bed, but nothing could have happen'd more ſuitable | 
to my Circumſtances than that, as above, my Huſband 
was ſo Fuddled when he came to Bed, that he could not 
remember in the Morning, whether he had had any Con- 
verſation with me or no, and [was oblig'd to tell him he Hr. 
'tho' in Reality be had not, that I might be ſure he could 
make no enquiry about any thing elſe. 1 

It concerns the Story in hand very little to enter into tbe 
farther Particulars of the Family, or of myſelf, for the 3 
five Years that I liv'd with this Huſband ; only to obſerve 8 
that I had two Children by him, and that at the end of 2 
tive Years he Died: He had been really a very good Hul- 8 
band to me, and we liv'd very agreeably together; But a 
he had not receiv- d much from them, and had in the little 
time he liv'd acquir'd no great Matter, ſo my Circum- 
ſtances were not great; nor Was I much mended by the 
Match; Indeed I had preſerv'd the elder Brother's Bonds 
to me, to pay me $©O J. which he offer'd me for my 4 
Conſent to marry his Brother; and this with what I had 
ſaved of the Money he formerly gave me, and about as 4 
much more by my Huſband, left me a Widow wich 
4 * 1200 J. in my Pocket. 4 

=; fr Children were indeed taken happily off my 
Hands, by my Huſband's Father and Mother, and tha 
by the Way was all they got * Mrs, Betty, J 
I con- 
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I confeſs I was not ſuitably affected with the loſs of my 
Huſband ; nor indeed can I ſay, that I ever Lov'd him 
as I onght to have done, or as was proportionable to the 
good Ulage I had from him, for he was a tender, kind, 
good humour'd Man as any Woman could deſire; but his 
Brother being ſo always in my fight, at kat, while we 
were in the Country, was a continual Snare to me; and 
I never was in Bed with my Huſband, but I wiſh'd my 
ſelf in the Arms of his Brother; and tho' his Brother 
never offer'd me the leaſt Kindneſs that Way after our 
Marriage, but carried it Juſt as a Brother ought to do; 
yet, it was impoſſible for me to do ſo to him: In fhort, I 
committed Adultery and Inceſt with him every Day in 
my Delires, which without doubt, was as effectually 
Criminal in the Nature of the Guilt, as if I had actually 
done it. 

Before my Huſband died, his elder Brother was mar- 
ricd, and we being then remov'd to Linden, were writ- 
ten to by the old Lady to come, and be at the Wedding; 
my Huſband went, but I pretended Indiſpoſition, and 
that!] could not poſſibly travel, fo I laid behind; for in 
ſhort, could not bear the fight of hie being given to another 
Woman, tho? I knew 1 was never to have him my ſelſ. 

| was now as above, left looſe to the World, and being 
ſtill Young and Handſome. as every body ſaid of me, and 
I ure yau, I thought my ſelf ſo, and with a tolerable For- 
tune in my Pocket, I put no ſmall value upon my ſelf: I 
was courted by ſeveral very conſiderable Tradeſmen ; and 
particularly, very warmly by one, a Linnen-Draper, at 
whoſe Houſe after my Huſband's Death I took a Lodging, 
his Siſter being my Acquaintance ; here I had all the Li- 
berty, and all the Opportunity to be gay, and appear in 
Company that I could deſire, my Landlord's Siſter being 
one of the Maddeſt, Gayeſt things alive, and not ſo much 
Miſtreſs of her Virtue, as I thought at firlt ſhe had been: 
She brought me into a World of wild Company, and even 
brought home ſeveral Perſons, ſuch as foe hf*d will enongh 
1% Gratifie, to ſee her pretty Widow, ſo ſhe was plens'd to 
call me, and that Name I got in alittle time in Publick ; 
now as Fame and Fools make an Aſſembly, I was here 
wonderfully Careſsd; had abundance of Admirers, and 
F 2 {uch 
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ſuch as eall'd themfelves Lovers ; bat I found not one fair 
Propoſal among them all; as for their common Deſign 
that I underſtood too well to be drawn into any more 
Snares of that Kind: The Cafe was alter d with me, I 
had Money in my Pocket, and had nothing to fay to 
them : I had beentrick'd once by thas Cheat call'd LOVE, 
dut the Game was over; I was reſolv'd now to be Mar- 
red, or Nothing, and to be well married, or not at all. 
I lov'd the Company indeed of Men of Mirth and 
Wit, Men of Gallantry and Figure, and was often enter. 
win'd with ſuch, as I was alſo with others; but I found 
by juſt Obſervation, that the brighteſt Men came upon the 
dulleſt Errand, that is to ſay, the Dulleſt, as to what I 
aimh'd at; on the other Hand, thoſe who came with the 
deſt Propoſals, were the Dulleſt, and moſt diſagreable Part 
of the World: I was not averſe to a Tradeſman, but then I 


would have a Tradeſman forſooth, that was ſomething of a » 
Gentleman too; that when my Huſband had a mind to 4 


carry me to the Court, or to the Play, he might become 


a Sword, and look as like a Gentleman, as another Man; | 1 
and not be one that had the mark.of his Apron-ſtrings up- 


on his Coat, or the mark of his Hat upon his Perriwig; 


that ſhould leok as if he was ſet on to his Sword, when his # 


Sword was put on to him, and that carried his Trade in 
his Countenance. = 

Well, at laſt 1 found this amphibions Creature, this 
Land. toater- thing, call'd, a Gentleman Tradeſman ; and as 
4 juſt Plague upon my Folly, I was catch'd in the very 
Snare, which as I might ſay I laid for myſelf; I ſay Laid ü 
fer myſelf, for I was not Trapann'd I confeſs, but I betray d 
mylelf. 


not a Wife, and I kept true to this Notion, that a Woman 


| ould never be kept for a Miſtreſs, that had Money to 


keep herle)f. Wy 
Thus my Pride, not my Principle, my Money, no: 
my Vertue, kept me Honeſt; tho! as it proved, I found i 
I had much better h ve been Sold by my She Comrade to 
her Brother, than have Sold my ſelf as I did to a Tradeſ- 


man, 


This was a Draper too. for tho my Comrade would 
have brought me to a Bargain with her Brother; yet 
vhen it came to the Point, it was it ſeems for a Miſtrels, ü 
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man, that was Rake, Gentleman, Shop keeper, and Beg- 
gar all together. 

But I was hurried on (by my Fancy to a Gentleman) 
to Ruin myſelf in the groſſeſt Manner that ever Woman 
did; for my new Huſband coming to a lump of Money 
at once, fell into ſuch a profuſion of Expence, that all [ 
had, and all he had before, if he had any thing worth 
mentioning, would not have held it out above one Year, 

He was very fond of me for about a quarter of a Year, 
and what I got by that, was, that I had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing a great deal of my Money ſpent upon myſelf, and 
as I may ſay, had ſomevf the ſpending it too; Come, my 
dear, Jays he to me one Day, Shall we go and take a turn 
into the Country for about a Week? Ay, my Dear, /ays 
J. Whither would you go? I care not whither /ays hr, 
but I have a mind to look like Quality for a Week ; we'll 
goto Ox rox Days he: How /ays J. ſhall we go, I am 
no Horſe Woman, and *tis too far for a Coach; too far 
ſays be, no Place is too far for a Coach and Six : If I carry 
you out, you ſhall Travel like a Dutcheſs ; hum /ays J, my 
Dear 'tis a Frolick, but if you have a mind to it I don't 
care? Well the time was appointed, we had a rich Coach, 
very good Horſes, a Coachman, Poililion, and two Font- 
men in very good Liveries; a Gentleman on Horſeback, 
and a Page with a Feather in hisHat upon another Horle; 
The Servants all call'd him my Lord, and the Inn-Keepers 
vou may be ſure did the like, and I was her Himur, the 
Counteſs; and thus we Travel'd to Ox rox, and a very 
pleaſantJourney we had]; for, give him his due, not a Beg- 
gar alive knew better how to be a Lord than my Huſband : 
We ſaw all the Rarities at Ox rob, talk'd with two or 
three Fellows of Colleges, about putting out a voung Ne- 
phew, that was left to his Lordſnip's Care to the Univer- 
ſity, and of their being his Tutors ; we diverted our ſelves 
with bantering ſeveral other poor Scholars, with hopes of 
being at leaſt his Lordſhip's Chaplains and puting on a 


Scarf; and thus having liv'd like Quality indeed, as to Ex- 


pence; we went away for Northampton, and in a word, 


| in about twelve Days ramble came Home again, to the 


Tune of about 93 J. Expence. | 
Vanity is the perfection of a Fop; my Huſband ha 


a F 3 this 


| Having thus taken my leave of him I never ſaw him more; 2 


Letten from him, and n6 more. 


* 
* 
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this Excellence, that he valued nothing of Expence, and 
2; hie Hiſtory you may be ſure, has very little weight in 
it ; *tis enough to tell you, that in about two Years and a 
Quarter he Broke, and was not ſo happy to get over into 
the Mint, but got into a Spunging-Hez/e, being Arreſted 
in an Action too heavy for him to give Bail, ſo he ſent for 
me to come to him. | 

It was no ſurprize to me, for I. had. foreſeen ſometime, 3 
that all was going to Wreck, and had been taking care to 
relerve ſomething if I could, h it was net much, for myſelſ: 
But when he ſent for me, he behav'd much better than! 
expected, and told me plainly, he had plaid the Fool and 
ſuffer'd himſelf to be Surpriz'd which he might have pre- 
vented ; that now he foreſaw he could not ſtand it, and 
therefore he would have me go Home, and in the Night 
take away every thing I had in the Houſe of any Value, 
and ſecure it; and after that, he told me, that if I eould get 
away 180 J. or 200 J. in Goods out of the Shop, I ſhould 
do it, only ſays he, let me know nothing of it, neither 
what you tike, or whither you carry it; for as for me ay; 
Ze, Tam refolv'd to get out of this Houſe and de gone; 
and if you never hear of me more, my Dear, ſays be, I 
wiſh you weil; 1 am only ſorry for the Injury I have done 
you: He ſaid ſome very handſome Things to me indeed 
at Parting; for J 1 you he was a Gentlemen, and that 
was all the benefit I had of his being ſo; that he uſed me 
very handſomely, and with good Manners upon all Occa- 
lions, even to the laft, only ſpent all I had, and left me to 
Rob the Creditors for ſomething to Subſiſt on. Az 

However, I did as he bad me, that you may be ſure, and 


CIs. 2 F—y A a « 


for he found means to break out of the Bailif*s Houſe that A 
Night, or the next, and got over into France; and for 
the reſt, the Creditors ſcrambled for it as well as they could: 
How I knew not, for I could come at no Knowledge e 
any thing, more than this; that he came home about threef 
Cock in the Morning, caus'd the reſt of his Goods to b 
remov'd into the Mint, and the Shop to be ſhut up; and 
having raid what Money he could get together, he pot 
over a* 1 ſaicꝭ to Frame, from whence I had one or two 


I did 
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1 did not ſee him when he came Home, for he having 
given me ſuch Inſtructions as above, and I having made the 
beſt of my Time; I had no more Buſineſs: back again at 
the Houſe, not know ing but I might have been ftopp'd there 
1 by the Creditors ; for a Commiſſion of Bankrupt, being ſoon , 
XX 23tter Iſſued, they might have ſtop'd me by Orders from 
"XX the Commiſſioners: But my Huſband having ſo dextrouſly 
got out of the Bailiff 's Houſe, by letting himſelf gown in 
nz moſt deſperate Manner, from. almoſt the top of the 
XX Houſe, to the top of another Building, and leaping from 
XE thence which was almoſt two Stories, and which was 
enough indeed to have broken his Neck, he came home 
and got away his Goods, before the Creditors could come. 
to Seize, that is to ſay, before they could get out the Com- 
miſſion, and be ready to ſendtheir Officers to take Poſſeſſion. 

My Huſband was ſo civil to me, for fill J ſay, he was 
duch of a Gentleman, that in the firſt Letter he wrote me 
from France, he let me know where he had Pawn'd 20 
Pieces of fine Holland for 30 J. which were really worth 
above 90 J. and enclos'd me the Token, and an order for 
the taking them-up, paying the Money, which I did, and 
made in time above 100 J. of them, having Leiſure to 
cut them and ſell them, ſome and ſome, to private Fami- 
lies, as opportunity offer'd. 

However with all this, and all that J had ſecur'd before, 
I found upon caſting things up, my Caſe was very much 
aiter'd, and my Fortune much leflen'd, for including the 
Hollands, and a parcel of fine Muſlins, which I carry'd 
off before, and ſome Plate, and other things; I found I 


. m ß, OT 
a 2 n 


QA — w» 


(- 


- 
Land 


could hardly muſter up 500 J. and my Condition was very 
©; odd, for tho? I had no Child, I had bad any Gentle- 
at man Draper, but it was buried,) yet I was a Widow be- 
or 8 witch'd, I had a Huſband, and no Huſband, and ] could 
d: not | 2a to marry again, tho I knew well enough my 
ee Huſband would never fee Eng/and any more, if be liv'd 
ef fifty Years: Thus I ſay, I was limited from Marriage, what 

Offer ſoever might be made me ; and 1 had not one Friend 


to adviſe with, in the condition I was in, at leaſt not one I 
lurſt Truſt the Secret of my Circumſtances to, for if the 
ommiſſioners were to have been inform'ds where I was, 1 

. ſhould 
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ſhould have been fetch'd up, and examin'd upon Oath, 
and all I had fav'd be taken away from me. | 

Upon theſe Apprehenſions the firſt thing I did, was to 

go quite out of my Knowledge, and go by another Name: 
This I did effectually, for I went into the Mint too, took 
Lodgings in a very private Place, dreſt me up in the Ha- 
bit of a Widow, and calld myſelf Mrs. Flanders. 
Here, however I conceal'd myſelf, and tho! my new 
Acquaintances knew nothing of me, yet ] ſoon got a great 
deal of Company about me; and whether it be that Wo- 
men are ſcarce among the Sorts of People that generally 
are to be found there; or that ſome Conſolation in the Miſe- 
ries of the Place, are more requiſite than on other Occaſions; 
I ſoon found an agreeable Woman was exceedingly valua- 
ble among the Sons of Affliction there; and that thoſe 
that wanted Money to pay Half a Crown in the Pound to 
their Creditors, and that run in Debt at the Sign of the 
Bull for their Dinners, would yet find Money for a Sup- 
per, if they lik'd the Woman. 

However, ] kept myſelf Safe, yet, tho' I began like 
my Lord Rocheſter's Miltreſs, that lov'd his Company, 
bat would not admit him farther, to have the Scandal of 
a Whore, without the Joy, and upon this ſcore tir'd with 
the Place, and indeed with the Company too, I begun to 

think of Removing. 

It was in deed a Subject of ſtrange Reflection to me, to 
fee Men who were overwhelm'd in perplex'd Circum- 
ſtances; who were reduc'd ſome degrees below being ru- 
in'd ; whoſe Families were Objects of their own Terror 
and other Peoples Chacity 3 yet while a Penny Jaſted, nay, 
even beyond it, endeavouring to drown their Sorrow in 
their Wickedneſs; heaping up more Guilt upon themſelves, 
labouring to forget former things, which now it was the 
proper time to remember, making more Work for Repen- 

tance, and Siyning on, as a Remedy for Sin paſt. 

But it is none of my Talent to preach; theſe Men were 
too wicked, even for me; there was ſomething horrid 
and abſurd in their way of Sinning, for it was all a Force 
even upon themſelves ; they did not only act againſt Con- 
ſcience, but againſt Nature; they put a Rape upon their 
Temper to drown the Reflections, which their co 
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ances continually gave them; and nothing was more ea- 
fie than to ſee how Sighs would interrupt their Songs, and 
paleneſs, and anguiſh fit wpon their Brows, in ſpight of 
the forc'd Smiles they put on; nay, ſometimes it would 
break out at their very Mouths, when they had parted witk 
their Money for a lewd Treat, or a wicked Embrace; I 
have heard them, turning about, fe:ch a deep Sigh; and 
ery what a Deg am 1! Well Betty my Dear, I'lt drink 
thy Health tho", meaning the Hong Wife, that perhaps had 
not Half a Crown for herſelf, and three or four Chil- 
dren: The next Morning they are at their Penitentials 
igain, and perhaps the poor weeping Wife comes over 
to him, either brings him fome Account of what his 
Creditors are doing, #nd how ſhe and the Children are 
turn'] out of Doors, or fome other dreadful News: and 
this adds to his ſelf Reproaches ; bat when he has Thought 
and Por'd on it till he is almoſt Mad, having no Principles 
to ſupport him, nothing within him, or above him, to 
Comfort him ; but finding it all Darkneſs on every Side, 
he flies to the fame = again, (viz. to Drink it away, 
Debauch it away, ana falling into Company of Men in 
juſt the fame Condition with himſelf, he repeats the 
Crime, and thus he goes every Day one Step onward of 
his way to Deſtruction. | 
was not wicked enough for ſuch Fellows as theſe yet ; 
on the contrary, I began to-confider here very ſeriouſly 
what I had to do; how things ſtood with-me, and What 
Courſe I ought to take: I knew I had no Friends, no not 
one Friend, or Relation in the World ; and that little I 
had left, apparently waſted, which when it was gone, I 
ſaw nothing but Miſery and Starving was before me; 
Upon theſe Conſiderations, I ſay, and filfd with Horror 
at the Place I was in, and the dread ful Objects, which I 
had always before me, I r«/ol:'d be to gone. 
had made an Acquaintance with a ſober good fort of 
a Woman, who was a Widow too like me, but in better 
Circumſtances; her Huſband had been a Captain of a 
Merchant Ship, and having had the misfortune to be Caſt 
away coming Home on a Voyage from the Weft. Indies, 
which would have been very profitable, if he had eome 
ſafe, waz ſo reduc'l by the Loſs, that tho! he had 2 
»s 
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his Life then, it broke his Heart, and kill'd him afterwards, 
and his Widow being purſued by the Creditors was 
forc'd to take Shelter in the Min,: She ſoon made things 
up with the help of Friends, and was at Liberty again : 
and finding that I rather was there to be conceal'd, than 
by any particular Proſecutions, and finding alſo that I 
agreed with her, or rather ſhe with me in a juſt Abhor- 
renee of the Place, and of the Company; ſhe invited me to 
go Home with her, till I could put myſelf in ſome poſture 
of ſetttling in the World to my Mind yz withal telling me, 
that it was ten to one, but ſome good Captain of a Ship 
might take a Fancy to me, and Court me, in that part of 
the Town where ſhe liv'd, . 

I accepted her offer, and was with her Half a Year, 
and fhould have been longer; but in that/interval what 
ſhe propo d to me happen'd to herielf, and ſhe marricd very 
mach to her Advantage; but whole Fortune ſoever was 
upon the Encreaie, mine ſeem'd to be upon the Wane, 
and 1 found nothing preſent, except two or three Boat- 


 ſwains, or ſuch Fellows, but az for the Commanders they 


were generally of two Sorts. 1. Such as having good 
Bulinels, that is to ſay, a good Ship, reſol\'d not to marry, 
but with Advantage, that is, with a good For: une. 2. 
Such as being out of Employ, wanted a Wife to help them 
to a Ship, I mean, (I.) A Wife, who having ſome Mo- 
ney could enable them to hold, as they call it, a good part 
of a Ship themſelves, ſo to encourage Owners to come 
in; Or, (2.) A Wife who if ſhe had not Money, had 
Friends who were concern'd in Shipping, and fo could help 
to put the young Man into a good Ship, which to them is 
as good as a Portion, and neither of theſe was my Caſe; 
ſo J look'd like one thas was to he on Hand. 

This Knowledge I ſoon learnt by Experience, (ig.) That 
the State of things was altered, as to Matrimony, and that 
J was not to expect at London, what I had found in the 
Country ; that Marriages were here the Confequences of 
politick Schemes, for forming Intereſts, and carrying on 
Bufineſs, and that Love had no Share, or but very little 
in the Matter. 

That, as my Siſter in Law at Co/chefter, had faid, Beau- 
ty, Wit, Manners, Sence, good Humour, good Behavi- 
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our, Education, Virtue, Piety, or any other Qualification, 
whether of Body or Mind, had no power to recommend: 
ThatMoney only made a Woman agrecable: ThaiMen choſe 
liſtreſſes indeed by the guſt of their Affection, and it was 
requiſite to a Whore to be Handſome, well ſhap'd, have a 
good Mein, and a graceful Behaviour; but that for a 
Wife, no Deformity would ſhock the Fancy, no ill Qua- 
lities, the Judgement; the Money was the thing; the 
Portion xvas neither crooked, or Monſtrous, but the Mo- 
ney Was always a reeable, whatever the Wife was. 

On the other Hand, as the Market run very Unhappi- 
ly on the Mens ſide, I found the Woman had lott the Pri- 
vilege of ſaying No, that it was a Favour now for a Wo- 
man to have the Queſt ien aſk'd, and it any young Lady had 
ſo much Arrogance as to Counterfeit a Negative, ſhe ne- 
ver had the Opportunity given her of denying twice; 
much leſs of Recovering that falſe Step, and accepting 
what ſhe had, but ſeem'd to decline: The Men had ſuch 
Choice every where, that the Caſe of the Women was 
very unhappy 3 for they ſeem'd to plie at every Door, and 
if the Man was by great Chance refus'd at one Houle, he 
was ſure to be receiv'd at the next. 

- Beſides this, I obſerv'd that the Men made no ſcruple to 
ſet themſelves out, and to go a Fortune-Hunting, as they 
call it, when they had really no Fortune themſelves to 
Demand it, or Merit to deſerve it; and that they car- 
xy'd it ſo high, that a Woman was ſcarce allow'd to en- 
quire after the Character, or Eſtate of the Perſon that pre- 
tended to her: This I had an Example of, in a young 
Lady at the next Houſe to me, and with whom I had 
Contrafted an intimacy ; ſhe was Courted by a young 
Captain, and though ſhe had near 2000 /, to her Fortune, 
ſhe did but enquire of ſome of his Neighbours about his 
Character, his Morals, or Subſtance; and he took Occa- 
ſion at the next Viſit to let her know, truly, that he took 
It very ill, and that he ſhould not give her the Trouble of 
his Viſits any more; · J heard of it, and as ] had begun my 
Acquaintance with her, I went to ſee her upon it: She 


enter'd into a cloſe Converſation with me about it, and 


unboſom'd herſelf very freely; I perceiv'd preſently that 
cho“ the thought herſelf very ill us d, yet ſhe had no power 
6 
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to reſent it, and was exceedingly Piqu'd that ſhe had loſt 


bim, and particularly that another of leſs Fortune had 
gain'd him. 

I ſortify'd her Mind againſt ſuch a Meanneſs, as TcalPd 
it; I told her, that as low as I was'in the World, I would 
have deſpis'd a Man that ſhould think I ought to take 
him upon his own Recommendation only, without hav- 
ing the liberty to inform myſelf of his Fortune, and of 
his Character; alſo [told ber, that as ſhe had a good For- 
tune, ſhe had no need to ſtoop to the Diſaſter of the 
times; that it was enough that the Men could inſult us 
that had bur little Money to recommend us; but if ſhe ſuf- 
fer'd ſuch an Affront to paſ upon her without reſenting it, 
ſhe would be render d w- priʒ d upon all Occaſions, and 
would be the Contempt of all the Women in that part of the 
Town ; that a Woman can never want an Opportunity to be 
reveng'd on a Man that has us'd her ill, and that there were 
ways enough to humble ſuch a Fellow as that, or elſe certain- 
ly Women were the moſt unhappy Creatures in the World. 

1 found ſhe was very well pleas'd with the Diſcourſe, 
and ſhe told me ſeriouſly that ſhe would be yery glad to 
make him ſenfible of her juſt Reſentment, and either to 
bring him on again, or have the Satis action of her * 
venge being as publick as poſſible. — 

T told her, that if ſhe would take my Advice, I would 
tell her how ſþe ſhould obtain her Wiſhes in both theſe 
things; and that I would engage I would bring the Man 
to her Door again, and make him beg to be let in: Sbe 
mil d at that, and ſoon let me fee, that if he came to her 
Door, her Reſentment was not ſo great as to give her leave 
to let him ſtand long there. 

However, the liflened very willingly to my offer of Ad- 
vice; ſo I to/d ber, that the firſt thing the ought to do, was 
a piece of Juſtice to herſelf ; namely, that whereas ſhe had 
deen told by ſeveral People, that he had reported among the 
Ladies that he had left her, and pretended to give the Ad- 
vantage of the Negative to himſelf, fhe ſhould take care to 
Have it well ſpread among the Women, which ſhe could 
not fil of an Opportunity to do in a Neighbourhood, ſo 
addicted to Family News, as that ſhe liv'd in was; that 
me Rad enquired into his Cirtumſtances, and found he was 


not 
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not the Man as to Eſtate he pretended to be: Let thein 
be told Madam, /ard J, that you had been well inform 
that he was not the Man that you expected, and that you 


thought it was not fafe to meddle with him, that you 
heard he was of an ill Temper, and that he boaſted how 
he had used the Women ill on many occaſions, and that 
p particularly he was debauch'd in his Morals, &c. The laſt 
| of which indeed had ſome Truth it it; but at the fame 
x time, I did not find that ſhe ſcem'd to like him much 
, the worſe, for that part. | 
. As I had put this into her Head, ſhe came moſt rea- 
1 d'ly into it; immediately ſhe went to Work to find In- 
3 ſlruments, and ſhe had very little difficulty in the Search; 
L for telling her Story in general to a Couple of Goflips 
g in the Neighbourhood, it was the Chat of the Tea Table 
all over that part of the Town, and I met with it where 
+ ever I viſited: Alſo, as it was known that I was Acquain- 
; ted with the young Lady herſelf, my Opinion was aſk'd 
ul very often, and I confirm'd it with all the neceſſary Ag- 
— gravations, and ſet out his Character in the blackeſt Co- 
5 lours; but then as a Piece of ſecret Intelligence, I added. 


as what the other Goſſips knew nothing of (viz.) That 1 
had heard he was in very bad Circumſtances; thay 
he was under a Neceſſity of a Fortune to ſupport his In- 


fo tereſt with the Owners of the Ship he Commanicd : I hat 
5 his own Part was not paid for, and if it was not paid 
ze quickly, his Owners would put him out of the Ship, and 
5 his Chief Mate was likely to Command it, who offer'd 
to buy that Part which the Captain had promis d to take. 
wg 1 added, for T confeſs I was heartily piqu'd at the Rogue, 
d. r I called him, that J had heard a Rumour too, that he 
_ had a Wife alive at P/ymouth, and another in the We 
ad Lulles, a thing which they all knew was not very uncom- 
"x mon for ſuch kind of Gentlemen. | 
\4- This work'd as we both defir'd it, for preſently the 
in young Lady at next Door, who had a Father and Moiter 
ld tat Govern d, both her, and ber Fortune, Was ſhut up, and 
© her Father forbid him the Houſe: Alſo in one Place 
5 more where he went, the Woman had the Courage, 
ar otvet er Hrange it was, to ſay No, and he could try no 


vhere but he was Wr with his Pride, and 1 : 
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he pretended not to give the Women leave to enquire in- 
to his Character, and the like. 

Well by this time he began to ſenſible of his miſtake, 
and having allarm'd al} the Women on that fide the Wa- 
ter, he went over to Ratcliſt, and got acceſs to ſome of 


the Ladies there; but tho' the young Women there too 


were acording to the Fate of the Day, pretty willing to 
be aſk'd, yet ſuch was his ill luck, that his Character fol- 
low'd him over the Water, and his good Name was much 
the ſame there, as it was on our fide; ſo that tho? he 
might have had Wives enough, yet it did not happen a- 
mong the Women that had good Fortunes, which was 
what he wanted. 

But this was not all, ſhe very ingeniouſly manag'd ano- 
ther thing herſelf, for ſhe got a young Gentleman, who 
was a Relation, and was indeed a married Man, to come 
and viſit her Two or Three times a Week in a very fine 
Chariot and good Liveries, and her Two Agents and J 
allo, preſently ipread a Report all over, that this Gentle- 
man came to court her; that he was a Gentleman of 1000 /, 
a Year, and that he was fallen in love with her, and that 
ſhe was going to her Aunt's in the City, becauſe it was in- 
convenient for the Gentleman to come to her with his 
Coach in Redrif, the Streets being ſo narrow and difficult. 
This took immediately, the Cagain was laugh'd at in 
al! Companies, and was ready to hang himſelf ; he tryed 
all the ways poſſible to come at her again, and wrote the 
molt paſſionate Letters to her in the World, excufing his 
former Raſhne!s, and in ſhort, by great Application, ob- 
tained leave to wait On her again, as he ſaid, to clear his 
Reputation. | | 


At this meeting ſhe had her full Revenge of him; for 


foe told bim ſhe wondred what he took her to be, that ſhe 


ſnould admit any Man to a Treaty of ſo much Conſe- 
quence, as that of Marriage without enquiring ve- 
ry Wall into his Circumſtances; that if he thought 
that he was to be huff ' d into Wedlock, and that ſhe 
was in the ſame Circumſtances which her Neighbours 
might be in, (viz.) to take up with the firſt good Chri- 
ſtian that came, he was miſtaken; that in a word his 
Character was really bad, or he was very ill beholding f 

| | his 
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his Neighbours; and that unleſs he could clear up ſome 
Points, in which ſhe had juſtly been Prejudiced, the had 
no more to fay to him, but to do herſelf Juſtice, and give 
him the Satisfaction of knowing, that ſhe was not atraid 
to ſay NO, either to him or any Man elle. EIS”) 
With that ſhe told him what ſhe had heard, or rather 


raif d herſelf by my means, of bis Character; his not ha- 


ving paid for the Part he pretended to Own of the Ship 
he Commanded ; of the Reiolution of his Owners to put 
him out of the Command, and to put his Mate in his 
ſtead; and of the Scandal rai'd on his Morals ; his having 
been reproach'd wi h ſuch and ſuch Women; and his ha- 
ving a Wife at P/ymouth and in the Weſt Indies, and the 
like; and ſhe aſk'd him, whether he could deny that ſhe 
had good reaſon, it theſe things were not clear'd up, to re- 
fuſe him, and in the mean time to inſiſt upon having Sa- 
tisfaction in Points ſo fignificant as they were? 

He was ſo confounded at her Diſcourſe that he could 
not anſwer a word, and ſhe almoſt began to believe that 
all was true, by his diſorder, tho at the fame ſhe knew 
that ſhe had been the raiſer of all choſe Reports herlelf. 

After ſome time he recover'd himſelf a little, and from 
that time became the moſt humble, the moſt modeit, 
and molt importunate Man alive in his Courtſhip. 

| She carried her jeſt on a great way, ſhe aſk'd him, if 
he thought ſhe was ſo at her laſt Shift, that ſhe could or 
ought to bear ſuch Treatment, and if he did not ſee that 
ſhe did not want thoſe who thought it worth their while 
to come farther to her than he did, meaning the Gentle- 
man who ſhe had brought to viſit her by way of ſham. 

She brought him by theſe tricks to ſubmit to all poſſible 
meaſures to ſatishe her, as well of his Circumſtances, as 
of his Behaviour. He brought her undeniable Evidence 
of his having paid for his part of the Ship ; he brought 
her Certificates from his Owners, that the Report of their 
intending to remove him from the Command of the Ship, 
and put his chief Mate in, was falſe and groundleßs; in 
ſhort, he was quite the reverſe of what he was before. 

Thus I convinc'd her, that if the Men made their Ad- 
vantage of our Sex in the Affair of Marriage, upon the ſup- 
poſition of there being ſuch Choice to be had, and of the 

| 6 3 Women 
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Women being ſo eaſie; it was only owing to this, that 
the Women wanted Courage to maintain their Ground, 
and to play their Part; and that according to my Lord 
Rochester, 0 


« A Woman's ne der ſo ruin d but ſhe can 
« Revenge herſelf on her undoer, Man. 


After theſe things, this young Lady plaid her part ſo 


well, that tho ſhe reſolved to have him, and that indeed 


having him was the main bent of her deſign, yet ſhe 
made his obtaining her be To niM the moſt difficult 
thing in the World ; and this ſhe did, not by a haughty 
Reſerv'd Carriage; but by a juſt Policy, turning the Ta- 
bles upon him, and playing back upon him his own 
Game; for as he pretended by a kind of lofty Carriage, 
to place himſelt above the occaſion of a Character, and to 
make an enquiry into his Character a kind of an affront to 
bim; ſhe broke with him upon that Subject; and at the 


fame time that ſhe made him ſubmit to all poſſible enquiry 


after his Affairs, ſhe apparently ſhut the Door againſt his 
Joaoking inta her own, 

It was enough to him to obtain her for a Wife, as to 
what ſhe had, ſhe told him plainly, that as he knew her 
Circumſtances, it was but juſt ſhe ſhould know his; and 
tho' at the ſame he had only known her Circumſtances by 
common Fame, yet he had made ſo many Proteſtations 
of his Paſſion for her, that he could ask no more but her 
Hand to his grand Requeſt, aud the like ramble according 
to the Cuſtom of Lovers: In ſhort, he leſt himſelf no room 
0 aſk any more queſtions about her Eſtate, and ſhe took 
the Advantage of it like a prudent Woman, for ſhe plac'd 
part of her Fortune ſo in Truſtees, without letting him 
know any thing of it, that it was quite out of his reach, and 
made him very well content with the reſt. 

It is true ſhe was pretty well beſides, that is to ſay, ſhe 
had about 1400 J. in Money, which ſhe gave him, and 
the other, after ſome time, fle brought to light, as a per- 
quiſite to her ſelfz which he was to accept as a mighty 
Favour, ſeeing though it was not to be his, it might eale 
kim in the Artiele of her particular Expences; and I mult 

| add, 
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add, that by this Conduct the Gentleman himſelf became 
not only the more humble in his Applications to her to ob- 
tain her, but alſo was much the more an obliging Huſband 
to her when he had her: I cannot but remind the Ladies 
here how much they place themſelves below the com- 
mon Station of a Wife which if I may be allow'd not 
to be Partial is low enough already; I /ay they place them- 
ſelves below their common Station, and prepare their 
own Mortifications, by their ſubmitting fo to be inſul- 
ted by the Men before-hand, which I confeſs I ſee no 
Neceſlity of. 

This Relation may ſerve therefore to let the Ladies fee, 
that the Advantage is not ſo much on the other Side, as 
the Men think it is; and tho' it may be true, that the 
Men have but too much Choice among us; and that ſome 
Women may be found, who will diſhonour themſelves, 
be Cheap, and Eaſy to come at, and will ſcarce wait to 
be aſk'd; yet if they will have Women, as 1 may /ay, 
worth having, they may find them as uncomatable as 
ever; and that thoſe that are otherwiſe, are a Sort of Peo- 
ple that have ſuch Deficiencies, when had, as rather re- 
commend the Ladies that are Difficult than encourage 
the Men to go on with their eaſie Courtſhip, and expect 
Wives equally valluable that will come at firſt call. 

Nothing 1s more certain, than that the Ladics always 
gain of the Men, by keeping their Ground, and letting 
their pretended Lovers ſee they can Reſent being ſlighted, 
and that they are not afraid of ſay ing NO. They, I ob- 
ſerve inſult us mightily, with telling us of the Number of 
Women; that the Wars and the Sea, and Trade, and 
other Incidents have carried the Men ſo much away, that 
there is no Proportion between the Numbers of the Sexes; 
and therefore the Women have the Diſadvantage; but I 
am far from Granting that the Number of the Women is 
ſo great, or the Number of the Men ſo {mal} ; but if they 
will have me tell the Truth, the Diſad vantage of the Wo- 
men, is a terrible Scandal upon the Men, and it Iyes here, 
and here only; Namely, that the Age is ſo Wicked, and 
the Sex ſo Debauch'd, that in ſhort the Number of ſuch 


Men, a: an honeſt Woman ought to meddle with, is ſmall 


indeed 3 


he 
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deed, and it is but here and there that a Man is to be 
found who is fit for a Woman to venture upon. 

But the Conſequence even of that too amounts to no 
more than this; that Women ought to be the more Nice; 
For how do we know the juſt Character of the Man that 
makes the offer? To ſay, that the Woman ſhould be the 
More eaſie on this Occaſion, is to ſay, we ſhould be the 
forwarder to venture, becauſe of the greatneſs of the Dau- 
ger; which in my way of Reaſoning is vefy abſurd. 
On the contrary, che Women have ten Thouſand times 
the more Reaſon tobe wary, and backward, by how 
much the hazard of being betray'd is the greater; and 
would the Ladies conſider this, and act the wary Part, 
they would di.cover every Cheat that offer d; for in ſhort, 
the Lives of very few Men now a-Days will bear a Cha- 
rater 3 and if the Ladies do but make a little Enquiry, 
they, willl ſoon be able to diſtinguiſh the Men, and deliver 
themſelves: As for Women that do not think their own 
'Safety worth their Thought, that impatient of their pre- 
ſent State, reſolve as they call it to take the firſt good Chri- 
nian that comes; that runs into Matrimony, as a Horſe 
raſhes into the Battle; I can ſay nothing to them, but 
this, that they are a Sort of Ladies that are to be pray'd 
ſor among the reſt of diftemper'd People; and to me they 
look like People that venture their whole Eſtates in a Lot- 
N where there is a Hundred Thouſand Blanks to one 

11e. 

No Man of common Senſe wil! value a Woman the 
iejs, for not giving up herſelf at the firſt Attack, or for 
accepting his Propoſal without enquiring into his Perſon 
or Character; on the contrary, he muſt think her the 
weakeſt of all Creatures in the World, as the Rate of Men 
now goes; In ſhort, he muſt have a very contemptible 
Opinion of her Capacities; nay, even of her Underſtand- 
ing, that having but one Caſt for her Life, ſhall caſt that 
Life away at once, and make Matrimony like Death, be 
4 Leap inthe Dark, \ 

1 would fain have the Conduct. of my Sex a little Re- 
gzulated in this particular, which is the Thing, in which 
'of all the parts of Life, I think at this Time we ſuffer 
moſt in; Tis nothing butJack of Courage, the fear of not 
| being 
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being Marry'd at all, and of that frightfu] State of Life. 
call'd an old Maid; of which I have a Story to tell by it 
ſelf: This I ſay, is the Woman's Snare; but would th' 
Ladies once but get above that Fear, and manage rightly 

they would more certainly avoid it by ſtanding their 
Ground, in a Caſe fo abſolutely Neceflary to their Felict- 
ty, than by expoſing themſelves as they do; and if they 
did not marry ſo ſoon as they do otherwiſe, they would 
make themſelves, amends by Marrying fafer ; ſhe is al- 
ways Married too ſoon, who gets a bad Huſband, and ſte 
is never Married too late, who gets a good one: Ina 
Word, there is no Woman, Deformity or loft Reputation ex- 
cepted, but if ſhe manages well, may be Marry'd ſafely one 
time or other; but if ſhe Precipitates herſelf, it is ten 
Thouſand te one but ſhe is undone. 

But I come now to my own, Caſe, in which there was 
at this time no*Httle Nicety: The Circumſtances I was 
in, made the offer of a good Huſband the moſt neceſſary 
Thing in the World to me; but I found ſoon that to be 
made Cheap and Eaty, was not the way; It ſoon began to 
be found that the Widow had no Fortune, and to ſay this, 
was to ſay all that was Ill of me; for I began to be dropt 
in all the Diſcourſes of Matrimony : Being well Bred, 
Handſome, Witty, Modeſt and agreeable; all which 1 
had allowed to my Character, whether juſtly, or no, is 
not to the Purpoſe ; I ſay, all theſe would not do without 
the Droſs, which was now become more valuable than. 
Virtue itſelf. In ſhort, the W/;dow, they faid had no Meney. 

I relo]lv'd therefore, as to the State of me preſent Cir- 
cuniſtances, that it was abſolutely Neceſſary to change 
my Station, and make a new Appearance in ſome other 
Place where I was not known, and even to paſs by an- 
other Name if I found Occaſion. | 

1 Communicated my Thoughts to my intimate Friend 
the Captain's Lady; who I had fo faithfully ſeryd in her 
Cale with the Captain; and who was as ready to ſerve me 
in the ſame kind as I could deſire: I made no ſcruple to 
lay .my Circumſtances open to her, my Stock was but 
low, for I had made but about 540 J. at the Cloſe of my 
Jaſt Affair, and I had waſted ſome of that; However, I 
«ad about 460 /, left, a great many very rich Cloaths, — 
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gold Watch, and ſome Jewels, tho' of no extraordinary 
value, and about 30 J. or 40/. left in Linnen not diſpos'd of, 

My Dear and faithful Friend, the Captain's Wife, was 
ſo ſenſible of the Service I had done her in the Affair a- 
bove, that ſhe was not only a ſteddy Friend to me, but know- 
ing my Circumſtances, ſhe frequently made me Preſents 
as Money came into her Hands; ſuch as fully amounted 
to a Maintenance; fo that I ſpent none of my own ; and at 
laſt he made this unhappy Propoſal to me (v1z.) that as 
we had oblerv'd, as above ; how the Men made no ſcruple 
to ſet themſelves out as Perſons meriting a Woman of For- 
tune, when they had really no Foitune of their own ; it 
was but juſt to deal with them in their own way, and if 
it was poſſible, to Deceive the Deceiver. 

The Captain's Lady, in ſhort put this Project into my 
Head, and told me if I would be ruPd by her I ſhould 
certainly get a Huſband of Fortune, without leaving him 
any room to Reproach me with want of my own; I told 


her as I had Reaton to do, That I would give up my ſelf 
Wholly to her Directions, and that I would have neither 


Tongue to ſpeak, or Feet to ſtep, in that Aﬀair, but as 
ſhe ſhou'd direct me; depending that ſhe would Extricate 
me out of every Difficulty that ſhe brought me into, 
which ſhe ſaid ſhe would Anſwer for. 

The firſt ſtep ſhe put me upon, was to call her Couſin, | 
and go to a Relation“ Houſe of hers in the Country, where 
ſhe directed me; and where ſhe brought her Huſband to vi- 
fit me, and calling me Couſin, -ſhe work'd Matters ſo a- 
bout, that her Huſband and ſhe together Invited me moſt. 
paſſionately to come to Town and be with them, for they 
now liv'd in a quite different Place from where they were 
before. In the next Place ſhe tells her Huſband, that I had 
at leaſt 15007 Fortune, and that after the Death of ſome 
of my Relations J was like to have a great deal more. 

It was enough to tell her Huſhand this; there needed 
nothing on my Side; I was to fit ſtil] and wait the Event, 
for i preſently went all over the Neighbourhood that the 
young Widow at Captain s was a Fortune, that ſhe 
had at leaſt 15007. and perhaps a great deal more, and 
that the Captain ſaid jo; and if the Captain was aſk'd at 
any time about me, he made no ſcruple to affirm it, = 
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he knew not one Word of the Matter, other than that his 
Wife had told him ſo; and in this he thought no Harm, 
for he really believ'd it to be fo, becauſe he had it 
from his Wife; ſo ſlender a Foundation will thoſe Fellows 
build upon if they do but think there is a Fortune in the 

Game: With the Reputation of this Fortune, I preſently 
ſound myſelf blefs'd with admirers enough, and that I had 
my Choice of Men, as ſcarce as they ſaid they were, ie 
by the way confirms what I was ſaying before: This being 
my Caſe, I who had a ſubtile Game to play, had nothing 
now to do but ſingle out ene from them all, the propereſt 
Man that might be for my Purpoſe ; that is to ſay, the 
Man who was moſt likely to depend upon the here /ay 
of a Fortune, and not enquire too far into the particulars; 
and unleſ did this, I did nothing, for my Caſe would 
not bear muck Enquiry, 

_ I Pick'd out my Man without much difficulty, by the 
judgment I made of his way of Courting me; I had let him 
run on with his Proteſtations and Oaths that he lov'd me 
above all the World; that if I would make him happy 
that was enough; all which I knew was upon Suppoſition, 
my, it was upon a full Satisfatian, that I was very Rich, 
tho' I never told him a Word of it myſelf. 

This was my Man, butT was to try him to the bottom, 
and indeed in that conſiſted my Safety; for if he 
baulk'd, I knew I was undone, as ſurely as he was undone 
if he took me; and if I did not make ſome ſcruple about 
his Fortune, it was the way to lead him to raiſe ſome a- 
bout mine; and firſt therefore, I pretended on all occaſi- 
ons to doubt his Sincerity, and told him, perhaps he only 
courted me for.my Fortune; he ſtop'd my mouth in that 
part, with the Thunder of his Proteſtations, as above, but 
ul pretended to doubt. x 

One Morning he pulls off his Diamond Ring, and 


m_ upon the Glaſs of the Saſh in my Chamber this 
ine. | 


VD I Love, and you alone. 


J read it, and aſk'd him to lend me his Ring, with which 


I wrote under it thus, 
And fo in Love ſays every one. 
He takes his Ring again, and writes another Line thus, 
Fir- 
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Virtue alone is an Eſtate. 
I borrow'd it again, and I wrote under it, 

But Money's Virtue ; Gold is Fate. 
He colour d as red as the Fire to ſee me turn fo quick up- 
on him, and in a kind of a Rage told me he would con- 
quer me, and writes again hus,- 

I ſcorn your Gold, and yet I Lore. 185 
I ventur'd all upon the laſt caſt of Poetry, as you'll ſee, 
for I wrote boldly under his laſt, | 

Pm Poor: Let's ſee how kind you'll prove.” 
This was a fad Truth to me, whether he believ'd me or no' 
I cou'd not tell; I ſuppoſed then that he did not. How- 
ever he flew to me, took me in his Arms, and kiſſing me 
very eager y, and with the greateſt Paſſion imaginable, he 
held me fait till he call'd fora Pen and Ink, and then 24 
me he could not wait the tedious writing on the Glaſs, 
but pulling out a piece of Paper, he began and wrote 
again,” 3 f 

Be mine, with all nur Poverty | 
I took his Pen and follow'd him immediately thus, 

Yet fecretly you bope I lie. | 

He told me that was unkind, becauſe it was not juſt, and 
that I put him upon contradicting me, which did not con- 
{iſt with good Manners, any more than with his Affection; 
and therefore ſince I had inſenſibly drawn him into this po- 
etical icribble, he bez'd I would not oblige him to break it 
off, ſo he writes again, | 

Let Love alone be cur Debate. 

] wrote again, 

She Loves eniugh, that does not hate. 
This he took for a favour, and fo laid down the Cudgels. 
that is to ſay the Pen; I fay he took it for a favour, and 
a mighty one it was, if he had known all. However he 
took it as I meant it, that is, to let him thirk I was in- 
clin'd to go on with him, as indeed I had all the Reaſon 
in the World to do, for he was the belt humoured merry 
fort of a Fellow that I ever met with; and I often reflec- 
ted on myſelf, how doubly criminal it was to deceive 
ſuch a Man; but that neceſſity, which preſod me to a 
Settlement ſuitable to my Condition, was my Authority 
for it, and certainly his Affection to me, and the _ 
nels 
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neſs of his Temper, however they might argue againſt 
uſing him ill, yet they ſtrongly argued to me, that he 
would better take the Diſs ppointment, than ſome hery . 
tempered Wretch, who might have nothing to recom- 
mend him but thoſe Paſſions which would ſerve only to 
make a Woman milerable all her Days. | 

Beſides, tho I had jeſted with him, as he ſuppos'd it, 
ſo often about my Poverty, yet, when he found it to be 
true, he had fore-cloſed all manner of objection, ſeeing 
whether he was in jeſt or in earneſt; he had declar'd he 
took me without any regard to my Portion, and whe- 
ther I was in jeſt or in earneſt, J had declar'd my ſelf to be 
very Poor, ſo that i 4 word, | had him faſt both ways; 
and tho he might ſay afterwards he was cheated, yet he 
could never {ay that I had cheated him. 

He purſued me cloſe after this, and as T ſaw there was 
no need to fear loſing him, I play'd the indifferent part 
with him longer than Prudence might otherwiſe have dic- 
tated to me: But I conſidered how much this caution and 
indifference would give me the advantage over him, when 
1 ſhould come to be under the Neceſſity of owning my 
own Circumſtances to him : and I manag'd it the more 
warily, becauſe J found he inferr'd from thence, as in- 
deed he ought io do, that I either had the more Money, 
or the more Judgment, and would not venture at all. 

I took the Freedom one Day, after we had talk'd 

pretty cloſe to the Subject. to tell him, that it was true 
| had received the Compliment of a Lover from him; 
namely, that he would take me without enquiring into my 
Fortune, and 1 would make him a ſaitable Return in this, 
(%.) that J would make as little Enquiry into his as 
conſiſted with Reaſon, but I hoped he would allow me to 
alk a few Queſtions, which he ſhould anſwer or not as he 
thought fit; and that I would not be offended if he did 
not anſwer me at all: One of theſe Queſtions related to our 
Manner of Living, and the Place where, becauſe I had 
heard he had a great Plantation in Yirginia, and that he 
had talk'd of going to live there, and I told him I did not 
care to be tranſported. 

He began from this Diſcourſe to let me voluntarily into 
all his Affairs, and to tell me, in a frank open way, all his 
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Circumſtances, by which I found he was very well to paſs 
in the World; but that great Part of his Eſtate conſiſted of 
three Plantations, which he had in Virginia, which 
brought him in a very good Income, generally ſpeaking, to 
the Tune of 300 J. a Year; but that if he was to live up- 
on them, would bring him four times as much very well; 
thought I, you ſhall carry me thither as ſoon as you pleale, 
tho? I won't tell you fo before-hand. 

[ jeſted with him extremely about the Figure he would 
make in Virginia; but I found he would do any thing I 
defired, tho? he did not ſeem glad to have me undervalue 
his Plantations, ſo I tuin'd my Tale; I told him I had 
good Reaſon not to defire ro go to live there, becauſe if his 
Plantations were worth ſo much there, I had not a Fortune 
ſuitable to a Gentleman of 1200 J. a Year, as he laid his 
Eſtate would be. 

He reply*d generouſly, he did not aſk'd what my For- 
tune was, he had told me from the beginning he would not, 
and he would be as gocd as his word ; But whatever it 
was he aſſur d me he would never deſire me to go to Virginia 
with him, or go thither himſelf without me, unleſs I was 
perſcetly willing, and made it my Choice. 

All this, you may be ſure, was as I wiſh'd, and indeed 
nothing could have happen'd more perfectly agreeable; 1 
carried it on as far a: this with a Sort of inditterency, 
that he often wondred at, more than at firſt, But which 
was the only ſupport of his Courtſhip; and I mention it 
the rather to intimate azain to the Ladies, that nothing 
bat want of Courage tor ſuch an Indifferency, makes our 
Sex ſo cheap, and prepares them to be ill us'd as they are; 
would they venture the lots of a pretending Fop now and 
then, who carries it high upon the point of his own me- 
Tit, they would certainly be lighted Jels, and courted more; 
had I diſcovered really and truly what my great Fortune 
was, and that in all I had not full g col. when he expected 
1500 |, yet I had hook'd him ſo faſt, and play'd him ſo 
long, that I was ſatisfied he would have had me in my 
worlt Circumſtances; and indeed it was Jeſs a ſurprize 10 
him when he learnt the Truth, than it would have been, 
becauſe having not the leaſt blame to lay on me, whe had 
carried it With an air of indifterence to the laſt, he could 


not ſay one word, except that indeed he thought it 2 
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been more, but that if it had been leſs he did not repcus 
his bargain ; only that he ſhould not be able to maintain 
me ſo well as he intended, 

In ſhort, we were married, and very happily marri- 
ed on my fide I aſſure you, as 79 the Man; for he was the 
beſt humour'd Man that ever woman had, but hs 
W Circumſtances were not ſo good as I imagined, as on the 
other hand he had not better'd himſelf by marrying fo 
much as he expected. 

Wen we were married I was ſhrewdly put to it to 
bring him that little Stock I had, and to let him ſee it was 
no more; but there was necelity for it, ſo I took my op- 
portunity one Day when we were alone, to enter into a 
ſhort Dialogue with him about it; My DRA R, /i I, we 
have been married a Fortnight, is it not time to let you 
know whether you have got a Wife with ſomething, or 
with nothing; your own time for that, my Dear ſays be, 
Jam ſatisfied that I have got the Wife I love, I have nor 
troubled you much, /ays he, with my enquiry after it. 

That's true, /aid J, but ] have a great difficulty upon me 
about it, which I ſcarce know how to manage. 

What's that, my Dear, /ays he? 

Why /ays J. *tis a little hard upon me, and 'tis har- 
der upon you; I am told that Captain (meaning 
my Friend's Huſband) has told you I had a great deal more 
Nloney than I ever pretended to have, and J am lure I ne- 
vcr employ'd him to do ſo. 

Well, Jays he, Captain may have told me fo, 
but what then, if you have not fo much, that may lye at 
his Door, but you never told me what you had, fo 1 have 
no reaſon to blame you if you have nothing at all. 

That is ſo juſt, /aid J, and fo generous, that it males 
my having but a little a double Affliction to me. 

The leſs you have, my Dear ſays he, the worſe for us 
both; but I hope your Affliction you ſpeak of, is not 
caus'd for fear I ſhould be unkind to you for want of a 
Portion; No no, if you have nothing tell me plainly, and 
at once; I may perhaps tell the Captain he has cheated me, 
but I can never ſay you have cheated me, for did you nog 


ve it under your hand that you were Poor. and ſo I ought 
{2 expect you to be. 


H Well, 


74 De LIE of Mor FLAND ERS. 


Well, {aid I, my Dear, I am glad I have not been con 
ceru'd in deceiving you before Marriage, if I deceive you 
fiince, 'tis ne'er the worſe, that I am Poor it is true, but 
not ſo Poor as to have nothing neither ; ſo I pull'd out ſome 
Bank Bills, and gave him about a Hundred and Sixty | 
Pounds, there's ſomething, my Dear, /ays J, and not 
quite all neither. . 7 

[ had brought him fo near to expect ing nothing, bf 
what I had faid before, that the Money, tho the Sum 


vas ſmall in it (elf, was doubly welcome to him; he 
- own'd it was more than he look'd for, and that he did 


not queſtion by my Diſcourſe to him, but that my fine 
Cloaths, Gold Watch, and a Diamond Ring or two had 
been all my Fortune. 4 

[ let him pleaſe himſelf with that 160 J. two or three 
Days, and then having been abroad that Day, and as if! 
had been to fetch it, I brought him a Hundred Pound? 
more home in Geld, and told him there was a little more | 
Portion for him; and in ſhort, in about a Week more | 
brought him 180 /, more, and about 60/7. in Linnen, 
which 7 made him believe I had been oblig'd to take with 
the 100 J. which I gave him in Gold, as a Compoſition | 
for a Debt of 600 / being little more than Five Shilling: 

in the Pound, and overvalued too. 

And now, My DAR, /ay: I to bim, I am very ſorry 
to tell you, there is all, and that I have given you my 
whole Fortune; I added, that it the Perſon who had my 
600 J. had not abus'd me, I had been worth a Thouſand 
Pound io him, but that as it was, I had been faithſul to 
him, and reſe:v'd nothing to myſelf, but if it had been 
more he ſhoulq have had it. 

He was ſooblig'd by the Manner, and ſo pleas'd with 
the Sum, for he had been in a terrible fright leaſt it had 
been nothing at all, that he accepted it very thankfully: 
Avd thus I got over the Fraud of paſſing for a Fortunt 
without Money, and cheating a Man into Marrying me on 
pretence of a Fortune; which Sy the way, I take to be one 
of the moſt dangerous Steps a Woman can take, and in 
which ſhe runs the moſt hazard of being ill us'd afterward:, 

My Hufband, to gige bim his due, was a Man of int: 
nite good Nature, but he was no Fool; and finding B 
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lacome not ſuited to the manner of Living which he had 
intended, if I had brought him what he expected, and 
being under a Diſappointment in his return of his Plan- 
tations in Virginia, he diſcover'd many times his inclina- 
tion of going over to Virginia to live upon his own ; aud 
often would be magnifying the way of living there, how 
cheap, how plentiful, how pleaſant, and tbe /ike. 

began preſently to underſtand his meaning, and I took 
him up very plainly one Morning, and told him that I 
did fo; that 1 found his Eſtate turn'd to no account at this 
diſtance compar'd to what it would do if he liv'd upon the 
ſpot, and that I found he had a mind to go and live there; 
and I added, that I wasſenſible he had been diſappointed 
in a Wife, and that finding his Expectation not anſwer'd 
that way, I could do no Jeſs to make him amends than 
tell him, that I was very welling to go over to Virginia 
with him and live there. 

He faid a thoufand kind tings to me upon the Subject 
of my making ſuch a Propoſal to him; He told me, that 
however he was diſappointed in his Expectations of a For- 
tune, he was not diſappointed in a Wife ; and that I was 
all to him that a Wife could be, and he was more than 
ſatisfied in the whole when the particulars wereput to- 
gether; but that offer was ſo kind, that it was more 
than he could expreſs. 

To bring the ſtory ſhort, we agreed to go; be told me, 
that he had a very good Houle there, that it was well 
Furniſh'd, that his Mother was alive and liv'd in it, and 
one Siſter, which was all the Relations he had ; that as 
ſoon as ſhe came there, his Mother would remove to a- 
nother Houſe which was ber own for life, and his after 
her Deceaſe ; ſo that J ſhould have all the Houle to m 
lelf; and I found all this to be exactly as he had ſaid. 

To make this part of the ſtory ſhort, we put on board 
the Ship which we went in, a large quantity of good Fur- 
niture for our Houſe, with ſtores of Linnen and other Ne- 
ceſſaries, and a good Cargo for Sale, and away we went. 

To give an account of the Manner of our Voyage, 
which was long and full of Dangers, is out of my way, I 
kept no Journal, neither did my Huſband; all that I can 
ſay is, that after a terrible paſſage, frighted twice with 

H 2 


dread- 
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dreadful Storms and once with what was till more terrl- 
ble, I mean a Pyrate, who came on board and took away 
almoit all our Proviſions: and which would have been be- 
yond all to me, they had once taken m y Huſband to go 
along with them, but by entreaties were prevail'd with to 
leave him: I fay after all theſe terrible things, we arriv'd Z 
in Yor# River in Virginia, and coming to our Plantation, 
we were 1eceiv'd with all the Demonſtrations of Tender- 
neis and Affection (by my Huſband's Mother) that were 
poſlibie to be expreſs'd. 1 

We liv'd here all together, my Mother: in-law af my 
entreaty, continuiug in the Houſe, for ſhe was too kind a 
Mother to be parted with; my Huſband likewiſe conti- 
nued the ſame as at firſt, and I thought myſelf the happi- 
eſt Creature alive; when an odd and ſurprizing Event put 
an end to all that Felicity in a moment, and rendered my 
Condition the moſt uncomfortable, if not the moſt miſer- 
able, in the World. 

My Mother was a mighty chearful good humour'd old 
Woman, I may call her old Woman for her Son was a- 
bove Thirty; I ſay ſhe was very pleaſant, good Company, 
and us'd to entertain ue, in particular, with abundance of 
Stories to divert me, as well of the Country we were in 
as of the People. 2 

Among the reſt, ſhe often told me how the greateſt part 
of the Inhabitants of the Colony came thither in very 
indifferent Circumſtances from Exgland; that generally | 
tpeaking, they were of two ſorts, either (t.) ſuch as were 
brought over by Maſters of Ships to be ſold as Servant:, | 
fuch toe call them, my Dear, ſays ſbe, but they are more 
properly caJl'd S/aves. Or (z.) Such as are Tranſporte i 
trom Aeengate, and other Priſons, after have been found 
guilty of Felony and other Crimes puniſhable witi 
Death. l 

When they come here, fays foe, we make no Difter | 
ence, the Planters buy them, and they work together in 
the Field till their time is out; when 'tis expir'd, ſays ee, 
they have Encouragement given them to plant for Þ 
themſclves; for they have a certain number of Acres of 
Land allotted them by the Country, and they go '0 
work to clean and cure the Land, and then to plant it with 
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Tobacco and Corn for their own Uſe; and as the Trade- 
men and Merchants will truſt them with Tools, and 
Cloaths, and other Neceſſaries, upon the Credit of their 
Crop before it is grown, ſo they again Plant every Year a 
little more than the Year before, and ſo buy whatever 
they want with the Crop tnat 1s before them. 

Hence Child, /ays ſhe, many a Newgate Bird becomes 
a great Man, and we have, continued fhe, ſeveral Juitices 
of the Peace, Officers of the Train Bande, and Magiſtrates 
of the Town they live in, that have been burnt in the 
Hand. 

She was going on with that Part of the Story, when 
her own Part in it interrupted her, and with a great deal 
of good hamour'd Confidence ſhe told me, ſhe was one of 
the ſecond fort of Inhabitants herſelf; that ſhe came 
away openly, having ventur'd too far in a particular Caſe, 
fo that ſhe was become a Criminal, and here's the Mark 
of it CHILD, ſays he, and pulling of her Glove, look 
ye here, ſays ſhe, turning up the Palm of her Hand, and 
ſhewed me a very fine white Arm and Hand, but brand- 
ed in the inhde of the Hand, as in ſuch cafes it muſt be. 

This Story was very moving to me, but my Mother 
{miling ſaid, you need not think ſuch a thing ſtrange, 
Daughter, for as I told you ſome of the beſt Men in this 
Country are burnt in the Hand, and they are not aſham'd 
to own it; there's Major ay ſbe, he was an Eminent 
Pickpocket; there's Juſtice Ba r was a ſhoplifter, and 
both of them were burnt in the Hand, and I could name 
you ſeveral, ſuch as they are, 

We had frequent Diſcourſes of this kind, and abundance 
of inſtances ſhe gave me of the like; after ſome time, as 
fe was telling ſome Stories of one that was tranſported but 
a few Weeks ago, I began in an intimate kind of way to 
aſk her to tell me ſomething of her own Story, which ſhe 
did with the utmoſt Plainneſs and Sincerity ; how ſhe had 
tallen into very ill company in Londen in her young Days, 
occaſion'd by her Mother ſending her frequently to carry 
Victuals and other Relief to a Kinſwoman of hers who 
was a Priſoner in Newgare, and who lay in a miſerable 
ſtarving Condition, wasafterwards condemned to be * 

ar 
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but having got Reſpite by pleading her Belly, dy'd after- 3 


wards in the Priſon. 


the wicked Practices in that dreadful Place, and how it 
ruin'd more young People than all the Town beſides; and 


pend upon it, /ays /pe, we all know here that there are 
Newgate, than by all the Clubs and Societies of Villains 


half Peoples this Colony. 

Here ſhe went on with her own Story ſo long, and in 
ſo particular a manner, that I began to be very uneaſy, 
bu: coming to one Particular that required telling her 


| ſhe perceived I was out of Order, and -aſk'd me if I was 


with the melancholy Story ſhe had told, and the terrible 


that by her Diligence and good management after her 
Huſband's Death; ſhe had improved the Plantations to ſuch 
a degree as they then were, ſo that moſt of the Eſtate 
was of her getting, not her Huſband's for ſhe had been 
a Widow upwards of ſixteen Years. 
I heard this part of the Story with very little Attention, 
becauſe I wanted much to retire and give vent to my 
Paſſions, which I did ſoon after 3 and let any one judge 
what muſt be the Anguiſh of my Mind, when I came to 
reflect, that this was certainly no more or leſs than my own 
| Mother, and J had now had two Children, and was big 
Wit 


Here my Mother-in Law ran out in a long Account of | 
Child, jays my Mother, perhaps you may know but little 
of it, or it may be have heard nothing about it, but de- 
more Thieves and Rogues made by that one Priſon of 


in ine Nation; tis that curſed Place, /ays my Mother, that 


Name, I thought I ſhould have ſunk down in the Place; 


not well, and what ail'd me? I told her I was ſo affected 
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things ſhe had gone thro', that it had overcome me; and 
1 beg'd of her to talk no more of it: Ny my Dear, /ay' 
fe, very kindly, what need theſe things trouble you ? 
Theſe Paſſages were long before your time, and they give 
me no trouble at all now, nay I look back on them with a | 
particular Satisfaction, as they have been the means to 
bring me to this place? Then ſhe went on to tell me how - 
ſhe very luckily fell into a good Family, where behaving | 
herſelf well, and her Miſtreſs dying, her Maſter married 
her, by whom ſhe had my Huſband and his Siſter, and | 


En 
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with another by my own Brother, and lay with him Kill 
every Night, _ 


f I was now the moſt unhappy of all Women in the 
t world: O had the Story never been told me, all had 
d deen well; it had been no crime to have lain with my 
le Huſband, ſince as to his being my Relation, I had known 
e- IF nothing of it. 

re I had now ſuch a load on my Mind that it kept me per- 
of 3 petually waking, to reveal it, which would have been ſome 
ns ſe to me, I could not find wou'd be to any purpoſe ; and 


ar yet to conceal it wou'd be next to impoſſible ; nay, I did 

not doubt but I ſhould talk of it in my fleep, and tell my 
in RX Huſband of it whether I would or no: If I diſcover'd it, 
y, the leaſt thing I could expect was to loſe my Huſband, 


er for he was too nice and too honeſt a Man to have continued 
e; my Huſband after he had known I had been his Siſter, 
as ſo that I was perplex'd to the laſt degree. 

ed leave it to any man to judge what Difficulties pre- 
dle ſented to my view, I was away from my native Country 
nd at adiſtance prodigious, and a Return to me unpaſſable ; 
a)! Rl iv'd very well, but in a Circumſtance unſufferable in it 


u? 8 (elf; if I had diſcover'd my ſelf to my Mother, it might 
ive be difficult to convince her of the Particulars, and J had 
ha no way to prove them: On the other hand, it ſhe had que- 

to 8 flion'd or doubted me, I had been undone, for the bare 


ow 3 Suggeſtion would have immediately ſeparated me from 
ing my Huſband, without gaining my Mother or him, who 
1cd would have been neither a Huſband or a Brother; ſo that 
anc between the Surpriſe on one hand, and the Uncertainty 
her on the other, I had been ſure to be undone. | 

ach In the mean time, as I was but too ſure of the FaR, I 
tate liv'd therefore in open awow'd Inceſt and Whoredom, and 


een all under the Appearance sf an honeſt Wife; and tho? I 
was not much touched with the Crime of it, yet the 
ion, Action had ſomething in it ſhocking to Nature and made 


my my Huſband, as he thought himſelf, even nauſeous to me. 
dee However, upon the moſt ſedate Conſideration, I re- 
ie to folv'd, that it was abſolutely neceſſary to conceal it all, 
0W! and not to make the leaſt Diſcovery of it either to Mother 


big or Huſband; and thus I liv'd with the greateſt Preſſure 
with imagin- 
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8 for three Years more, but had no more Chi 
ren 1 

During this time my Mother uſed to be frequently tell A 
ing me Stories of her former Adventures, which hows? 
ever Were no ways pleaſant to me, for by it, tho' ſhe oo g 
net tell it me in plain terms yet I cou'd eafily underſtand 
joyn'd with what I had heard my ſelf, of my firſt Tutor, 
that in her younger Days ſhe had been both Whore and 
Thief; but 1 verily believe ſhe had lived to repent ſincere} 4 
ly of both, and that Me was then a very pious, ſober; 5 
and religious Woman, 

Well, let her life have been what it would then, it! 
was certain that my Life was very uneaſy to me; for I 
liv'd, as I have faid, but in the worſt of Whoredon. 
and I cou'd expect no Good of it, fo really no good Iſſue 
came of it, and all my ſeeming Proſperity wore off al 1 
ended in Miſery and Deſtruction; it was ſome time in 
deed before it came to this; for, but I knew not by what 
ill Fate guided, every thing went wrong with us after. 
wards, and that which was worſe, my Huſband grev® 
Arangely alter d; froward, jealous, and unkind, and | 
was as impatient of bearing his Carriage, as the Carriagzſ 4 

was unreaſonable and unjuſt ; Theſe things proceeded {vi 
far, that we came at laſt to be in ſuch ill Terms with ore 
another, that I claim'd a promiſe of him which he entered 
willingly into with me, when I conſented to come fron 
England with him (vz.) that if I found the Country na 
to agree with me, or that I did not like to hve there, | Y, 
ſhould come away to England again when I pleas'd, givin; 
him a Year's warning to ſettle his Affairs. 

I ay [now claim d this promiſe of bim, and I muſt confi 
I did it not in the moſt obliging Terms that could be in " 3 
World neither; but I inſiſted that he treated me ill, that! 
was remote from my Friends, and could do my ſelf ny 
Juſtice, and that he wasjealous without a Cauſe, my Con- 
verſation having been unblameable, and he having no prep 
tence for it, and that to remove to Exgland would tak 
away all Occaſion from him, 

L inſiſted ſo peremptorily upon it, that he could not 
void coming to a Point, either to keep his word with me 
or to break it ; and this notwithſtanding he uſed all : 
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nin he was Maſter of, and employ'd his Mother and o- 
Chi. | 


ther Agents to prevail with me to alter my Refolutions ; 
indeed the Bottom of the Thing lay at my Heart, and 
tel. that made all his Endeavours fruitleſs, for my Heart was 
how. alienated from him as Huſband; I loathed the Thoughts 
e did of Bedding with him, and uſed a thouſand Pretences of 


ſtand 
ator, 
and 8 
cee 
ober, 


Illneſs and Humour to prevent his touching me, fearing 
nothing more than to be with Child again by him, which 
to be ſure would have prevented, or at lealt delay'd my 
going over to England. 

However at Tait I put him fo out of Humour, that he 
took up a raſh and fatal Relolution. In ſhort, I ſhou'd 
not go to England; and tho he had promiſed me, yet it 
waz an unreaſonable Thing for me to deſire it, that it would 
be ruinous to his Aﬀairs, would unhinge his whole Fami- 


for 1 4 


LIL ly, and be next to an Undoing him in the World; That 

and therefore I ought not to deſire it of him, and that no Wife 

e in. in the World that valued her Family and her Hnſband's 

What proſperity wou'd inſiſt upon ſuch a thing. 

after This plung d me again, for when I confider'd the thing 

grey calmly, and took my Huſband as he really was, a diligent 

and careful Man in the main Work of lay ing up an Eſtate for 

riag: This Children, and that he knew nothing of the dreadful 

ed 0888 Circumſtances he was in; I could not but confeſs to 

u one myſelf that my Propoſal was very unreaſonable, and 

tered what no Wife that had the Good of her Family at Heart 

from wou'd have deſired. Z 4 
ry not But my Diſcontents were of another Nature ; I look'd 

re, upon him no longer as a Huſband, but as a near Rela- 
wing tion, the Son of my own Mother, and I reſolv'd ſome 


how or other to be clear of him, but which Way I did 


onfei not know, nor did it ſeem poflible, ; | 
in the It is ſaid by the i//-natur'd World of our Sex, that if we 
that are {et on a thing, it is impoſſible to turn us from our Re- 
elf no ſolutions: I bort, I never ceas'd poreing upon the means 
Con- to bring to pals my Voyage, and came that length with 
o pte. my Huſband at laſt, as to propoſe going without him. 
4 take This provok'd him to the laſt Degree, and he call'd me 


not only unkind Wife, but an unnatural Mother, and aſ d 
me how I could entertain ſuch aThought without horror as 
chat of leaving my two Children (for one was dead) without 

a Mother, 
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do fo, for at laſt I refuſed to Bed with him, and carrying 


Poſſibility of breaking. the Truth out, whatever the occa- 


Credit id a Word of it. 


' 

82 The LI E of Mort, Frannets. 
a Mother, and to be brought up by Strangers, and never t6 
fee them more? It was true, had things been right, | W 
ſhould not have done it, but now it was my real Defire 
never to ſee them or him either any more; and as to the 
Charge of unnatural I could eaſily anſwer it to myſelf, WM 
while | knew that the whole Relation was unnatural in 
the higheſt degree in the World. 6 

However, it was plain there was no bringing my Fluſ- 8 
band to any thing; he would neither go with me, or let 
me go without him, and it was quite out of my Power to 
ſtir without his Conſent, as any one that knows the Con- 
ſtitution of the Country I was in, knows very well. A 

We had many Family Quarrels about it, and they be- 
gan (in time) to grow up to a dangerous Height, for as | 
was quite Eſtrang'd from my Huſband (as he was call) 
in Affection, ſo I took no heed to my Words, but ſome- 
times gave him Languaze that was provoking : And, in 
ſhort, ſtrove all I could to bring him to a parting with 
me, which was what above all things in the World I 
defired moſt. I 


He took my Carriage very ill, and indeed he might wel 1 


* 
Pl. 
4 1 
4H 
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on the Breach upon all Occaſions to extremity, he told me 
once he thought I was mad, and if I did not alter my Con- 
duct, he would put me under Cure; Nat is to ſay, into a 
Mad-bonſe ; I told him he ſhould find I was far enough W 
from mad, and that it was not in his Power, or any other 
Villain's to murther me; I confeſs at that time I was 
heartily frighted at his Thoughts of putting me into a 
Mad. houſe, which wou'd at once have deftroy'd all the 


fion might be; for that then no one wou'd have given 


This therefore brought me to a Reſolution, whatever 
came of it, to lay open my whole Cafe; but which way o 
do it, or to whom, was an inextricable difficulty, and took 
me up many months to reſolve; in the mean time, ano 


ther Quarrel with my Huſband happen'd, which came 
up to ſuch a mad Extream as almoſt puſh'd me on to teli 
it him all to his Face ; but tho' I kept it in ſo as not to com: 
tothe Particulars, I ſpoke ſo much as pat him into * 
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moſt Confuſion, and in the End brought out the whole 
Story. 

He began with a calm Expoſtulation upon my being ſo 
relolute to go to Engiand; J defended it; and one hard 
Word bringing on another as is uſual in all Family ſtrifſe 
he told me; I did not Treat him as if he was my Huſband 


in or talk of my Children, as if I was a mother; and in 
ort that I did not deſerve to be us d as a Wife: That 
1. he had us'd all the fair Means poſſible with me; that he 
let had Argu'd with all the kindneſs and calmneſs, that a 
to Huſband or a Chriſtian ought to do, and that I made him 
on- ſuch a vile return, that I Treated him 1ather like a Dog 
than a Man, and rather like the moſt contemptible Stran- 
be- ger than a Huſband: That he was very loth to uſe Vio- 
as | lence with me, but that i fort, he ſaw a Neceſſity of it 
Pa) now; and that for the future he ſhould be oblig'd to 
me- take ſuch Meaſures as ſhould reduce me to my Duty. 
, ini My Blood was now fir'd to the utmoſt, ths 1 knew 
vith at be had ſaid was very true, and nothing could appear 
Id! more provok'd; I told him for his fair means and 
his foul they were equal contemn'd by me; that for my 
well going to England, I was reſolv'd on it, come what would; 
yin; and as to treating him not like a Huſband, and not 
| mc ſhew ing my ſelf a Mother to my Children, there might be 
-on- WF {omething more in it than he underſtood at preſent ; but, 
110 tor his farther con ſideration | thought fit to tell him thus 
ugh much, that he neither was my lawful Huſband nor they 
xther awful Children, and that I had reaſon to regard neither of 
was them more than I did. 
to 2 1 Conſeſs I was mov'd to pity him when ] ſpoke it, for 
| the he turn'd pale as Death, and ſtood mute as one Thunder- 
oc. itruck. and once or twice I thought he would have faint- 
ziven ed; in ſport, it put kim in a Fit ſomething like an Apo: 
plex; he trembled, a Sweat or Dew ran off his Face, 
tever and yet he was cold as a Clod, fo that I was forced to run 
vay t0 and fetch ſomething for him to keep Life in him; when 
I took he recover d of that, he grew ſick and vomited, and in a 
ano little aſter was put to Bed, and in the next Morning was 
came as he had been ind eed all Night, in a violent Fever. 
o tell However it went off again, and he recovered tho' but 
| mw ilowly, and when he come to be a little better, he told 
the | 
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me J had given him a mortal Wound with my Tongue, 


and he had only one thing to aſk before he defir'd an Ex- 
planation; I interrupted him, and ſaid I was forry I 


had gone ſo far, ſince I law what diſorder it put him into, 


but I defir'd him not to talk to me of Explanations, for i 


that would make t hings but worſe. | 


This heighten'd his impatience, and indeed perplex d 
him beyond all bearing; for now he began to ſuſpect that 


there was ſome Myſtery yet unfolded, but could not make 
the leaſt gueſs at the real Particulars of it; all that run in 


his Brain was, that I had auother Huſband alive which I 


could not ſay in fact might not be true; but I aſſur'd him 


however, there was not the leaſt of that in it; and indeed 
as to my other Huſband he was effectually dead in Law io 
me, and had told me I ſhould look on him as ſuch, ſol 


had not the leaſt Uneafineſs on that ſcore. + 

But now I found the thing too far gone to conceal 14 
much longer, and my Husband himſelf gave me an Op- 
portunity to eaſe my ſelf of the Secret much to my Satiſ- 
faction; he had laboured with me three or four Week:, 
but to no purpoſe, only to tell him, whether I had ſpoken 


thoſe Words only as the Effect of my Paſſion, to put him 
in a Paſſion? or whether there was any thing of Truth in 


the Bottom of them ? But I continued inflexible, and 


would explain nothing, unleſs he would firſt conſent to 
my going to England, which he would never do he ſaid, 


while he liv'd ; on the other hand I faid it was in my 
Power to make him willing when I*pleas'd nay, to 
make him intreat me to go; and this increaſed his Curi- 
ofity, and made him importunate to the higheſt degree, 


but it was all to no purpoſe, 


At length he tells all the Story to his Mother, and ſets 
her upon me to get the main Secret out of me, and ſhe 
uſed her utmoſt Skill with me indeed ; but I put her to 
a ſull Stop at once, by telling her that the Reaſon and 
Myſtery of the whole Matter lay in her ſelf, and that it 
was my Reſpect to her that had made me conceal it, and 
that in ſhort I could go no farther, and therefore conjur'd 
her not to inſiſt upon it. | 

She was ſtruck dumb at this Suggeſtion, and could 


ſation 


89 
. an oe is 


not tell what to ſay or think; but laying afide the Suppo- 
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ſition as a Policy of mine, continued her importunity on 
account of her Son, and if poſſible to make up che breach 
between us two; as to that, I told her, that it was indeed 
a good deſign in her, but that it was impoſſible to be done: 
and that if I ſhould reveal to her the Truth of what ſhe de- 
ſir d, ſhe would grant it to be impoſſible and ceaſe to defire 
it: At laſt I ſeem'd to be prevail'd on by her importunity, 
and told her I dar'd truſt her with a Secret of the greateſt 
Importance, and ſhe would ſoon ſee that this was ſo, and 
that I would conſent to lodge it in her Breaſt, if ſhe would 
engage ſolemnly not to acquaint her Son with it without 
my Conſent, 

She was long in promifing this Part, but rather than 
not come at the main Secret ſhe agreed to that too, and 
after a great many other Preliminaries, I began and told 
her the whole Story: Firſt I told her how much ſhe was 
concern'd in all the unhappy Breach which had happen'd 
between her Son and me, by telling me her own Story, 
and her London Name; and that the Surprize ſhe ſee I was 
in, was upon that Occaſion : Then I told her my ownStory, 
m and my Name, and affur'd her by ſuch other Tokens as ſhe 
in could not deny that I was no other, nor more or leſi than 
d her own Child, hex Daughter born of her Body in No- 
to este; the ſame that had ſav'd her from the Gallows by be- 
d, ing in her Belly, and the fame that ſhe leſt in ſuch and 
ny ach Hands when ſhe was Tranſported. 


10 It is impoſlible to expreſs the Altoniſhment ſhe was in; 
ri- ſhe was not inclin'd to believe the Story, or to remember 
uy the Particulars ; for ſhe immediately forelaw theConfuſions 


that muſt follow in the Family upon it; but every thing 
Cog concurr'd ſo exactly with the Stories ſhe had told me of 
ſhe her ſelf, and which if ſhe had not told me, ſhe would 
on perhaps have been content to have denied, that ſhe had 
and topp'd her own Mouth, and ſhe had nothing to do but 
＋ to take me about the Neck and kiſs me, and cry moſt 
oF vehemently over me, without ſpeaking one word for a 
uy long time together; at laſt ſhe broke out Unhappy Child! 

ay; ſbe, what miſerable chayce could bring thee hither ? 


ould nd in the Arms of my own Son too! Dreadful Gi!) 
po- - ſte why we are all undone! Married to thy own Bio- 
1300 her! Three Children, and two alive, all of che fame 


Ficlhh 


86 The LIE of Moll FLAN DEAG \ 
Fleſh and Blood! My Son and my Daughter lying to- 
ge:her as Huſband and Wife! All Confuſion and Di- 
action for ever! miſerableFamily! what will become of us? 
what is to be ſaid ? what is to be done? and thus ſhe run 
on for a great while, nor had I any power to ſpeak, or if 
I had, did l know what to ſay, for every word wounded 
me to the Soul. With this kind of Amazement on our 
Thoughts we parted for the firit time, tho my Mother 
was more ſurpriz d than 1 was, becauſe it was more News 
to her than to me: However, ſhe promis d again to me at 
parting, that ſhe would ſay nothing of it to her Son, till 
ve had talk'd of it again. | 2 

It was not long, you may be ſure, before we had a ſe. 
cond Conference upon the ſame Subject; when, as if ſhe 
had been willing to forget the Story ſhe had told me of i 
herſelf, or to ſuppoſe that J had forgot ſome of the Particu- 


lars, ſhe began to tell them with Alterations and Omiſhons; 'A , 
but I refreſh'd her Memory, and ſet her to rights in many . 
things which I ſuppoſed ſhe had forgot, and then cane lt 
in ſo opportunely with the whole Hiſtory, that it was lh © 
impoſiible for her to go from it; and then ſhe fell into her ln © 
Rhapſodies again, and Exclamations at the Severity of her 
Misfortunes : When theſe things were a little over with ! 
her we fell into a cloſe Debate about what ſhould be firk 1 L 
done before we gave an account of the matter to my Hui 
band, but to what purpoſe could be all our Conſultations! X l 
we could neither of us ſee our Way thro' it, nor ſee how it f 
could be ſafe to open ſuch a Scene to him; it was impoſli- t 
ble to make any judgment, or give any gueſs at what r 
Temper he would receive it in, or what Meaſures be 8 
would take upon it, and if he ſhould have fo little Govern i Fc 
ment of himſelf, as te make it publick, we cafily foremm 8 

| 


that it would be the Ruin of the whole Family, and er- 
poſe my Mother and me to the laſt degree, and if at laſt he 8 © 
ſhould take the Advantage the Law would give him, he 


might put me away with Diſdain, and leave me to 8e r 
for the little Portion that I had, and perhaps waſte it all in. 
the Suit, and then be a Beggar; the Children would be be 
ruin'd too, having no legal Claim to any of his Effect 8 
and thus | thould fee him perhaps in the Arms of anoth* BW . 

Wite in a few Months, and be my ſelf the moſt miſerable "'* 
Creature alive. _ 
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: 1 My Mother was as ſenſible of thisas I ; and upon the 
44 whole, we knew not what to do; after ſome time, we 
n came to more ſober Reſolutions, but then ir was with this 
if I Misfortune too, that my Mother's Opinion and mine were 
4 auite different from one another, and indeed inconſiſtent 
ir with one another; for my Mother's Opinion was, that J 


8 £:0uld bury the whole thing entirely, and continue to live 
„with him as my Huſband, till ſome other Event ſhould 
at male the Diſcovery of it more convenient; and that in the 
ill mean time ſhe would endeavour to reconcile us together 
again, and reſtore our mutual Comfort and Family Peace, 


9 that we might. lie as we us'd to do together, and ſo let the 
he whole matter remain a ſecret as cloſe as Deatli, for Child, 
of ſays ſpe, we are both undone if it comes out. 


To encourage me to this, ſhe promis'd to make me eaſy 


os | in my Circumſtances as far as ſhe was able, and to leave 
any | me what ſhe could at her Death, ſecur'd for me ſeparately 
ume "XX from my Huſband ; ſo that if it ſhould come out after- 


wards, I ſhould not be left deſtitute, but be able to land 


was | ) 
her on my own Feet, and procure Juſtice from him. 

"her This Propoſal did not agree at all with my Judgment of 
vith the thing, tho! it, was very fair and kind in my Mother, 
6:4 but my 'Thoughts run quite another way. 


As to the keeping the Thing in our own Breaſts, and 
letting it all remain as it was, I told her it was impoſ- 


51 üble; and I ask'd her how ſhe cou'd think I cou'd bear 
poſi the Thoughts of lying with my own Brother? In the 
4 next Place I told her that her being alive was the only 


Support of the Diſcovery, and that while ſhe own'd me 
for her Child, and iaw reaſon to be fatisfyed, that I was 
ſo, no body elſe would doubt it; but that if ſhe ſhould 
die before the Diſcovery, I ſhould be taken for an impu- 
dent Creature that had forg'd ſuch a thing to go away 
from my Huſband, or ſhould be counted craz'd and dii- 


o Sue traded: Then I told her how he had threaten'd already 
all in to put me into a Mad-houſe, and what Concern I had 
11d be been in about it, and how that was the thing that drove 
gech; me 0 the Neceſſity of diſcovering it to her as I had done. 
"other From all which I told her, that I had on the moſt ſe- 


rious Reflection, [ was able to make in the Caſe, come ta 
this Reſolution, which I hop'd ſhe would like, as a Medi- 
12 um 


* 
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um between both, (-iz.) that ſhe ſhould uſe her Endea- 


yours with her Son to give me leave to go for Exglaud, as 


Money, either in Goods along with me, or in Bills for 


time or other think it proper to come over to me. 
That when I was gone ſhe ſhould then in cold Blood, and 
after firſt obliging him in the ſolemneſt manner poſſible to 
Scoereſie, diſcover the Caſe to him; doing it gradually, 
and as her own Diſcretion ſhould guide her, ſo that he 
might not be ſurpriz'd with it, and fly out into any Pal: 
ſions and Excefles on my account, or on hers; and that 
ſhe ſhould concern herſelf to prevent his ſlighting the 
Children or marrying again, unleſs he had a certain ac- 
count of my being dead. 
This was my Scheme, and my reaſons were good ; [ 
was really alienated from him in the conſequence of theſe 
things; indeed I mortally hated him as a Huſband, and it 


him; at the ſame time it being an unlawful inceſtuous 
].iving added to that Averſion; and *tho I had no great 


added to make Cohabiting with him the moſt nauſeous 
thing to me in the whole World; and I think verily it 
was come to ſuch a height, that I could almoſt as willingly 
have embrac'd a Dog, as have let him offer any thing of 
that kind to me, for which Reaſon I could not bear the 
Thoughts of coming between the Sheets with him; 1 
cannot lay that I was right in Point of Policy in carrying 
it iuch a length while at the ſame time!] did not reſolve to 
diſcover the thing to him; but J am giving an account 
of what was, not of what ought or ought not to be. 

In this directly oppoſite Opinion to one another my Mo- 
ther and | continued a long time, and it was impoſſible to 
reconcile our Judgments ; many Difputes we had about 
it. but we could never either of us yield our own, or 
bring over the cher. 

] infiſied on my Averſion to lie wich my own Brother, 
and ſhe infiited upon its being 11npoſiible to bring him to 
conſent to my going from him to EAgland; and in this 
uncertainty we continued, not differing ſo as to quarrel, 


"4 
* 


I had defired, and to furniſſ me with a ſuffictent Sum of 4 


my Support there, all along ſuggeſting that he might one 3 


was impoſſible to remove that riveted Averſion I had to F 


Concern about it in point of Conſcience, yet every thing | 


* 
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or any thing like it; but ſo as not to be able to reſolve 
what we ſhould do to make up that terrible breach that 
was beſore us, | 
At laſt I reſolv'd on a deſperate Courſe, and told my 
Mother my Reſolution, viz. that, in ſhort, I would tell 
Lim of it my ſelf; my Mother was frighted to the laſt 
degree at the very thoughts of it; but I Zid her be easy. 
told her I would do it gradually and ſoftly, and with all 
the Art and good Humour I was Miſtreſs off, and time it 
allo as well as I could, taking him in good Humour too: J 
told her I did not queſtion but if I cou'd be Hypocrite e- 
nough to feign more Affection to him than I really had, I 
ſhould ſucceed in all my Deſign, and we might part by 
Conſent, and with a good Agreement, for I might love 
him well enough for a Brocher, tho? I could not for a Hul- 
band. 
All this while he lay at my Mother to find out, if poſ- 
ſible, what was the meaning of that dreadful Expreſſion of 
mine, as he call'd it, which I mention'd before; namely, 
That I was not his lawful Wife, nor my Children his legal 
Chilaren: My Mother put it off, told him ſhe could. bring 
me to no Explanations, but found there was ſomething 
that diſturb'd me very much, and ſhe hop'd ſhe ſhould get 
it out of me in time, and in the mean time recommended 
to him earneſtly to uſe me more tenderly, and win me 
with his uſual good Carriage; told him of his terrifying and 
affrighting me with his Threats of ſending me to a Mad- 
houſe, and the like, and advis'd him not to make a Wo- 
man Deſperate on any account whatever. 
He promis d her to ſoften his Behaviour and bid her aſ- 
ſurc me that he Jov'd me as well as ever, and that he had 
no deſign of - ſending me to a Mad-houſe, whatever 
he might ſay in his Paſſion ; alſo he defir'd my Mother to 
vie the ſame Perſwaſions to me too, that our Affections 
might be renew'd, and we mig ht live together in a good 
underſtanding as we us'd to do. | 
| found the Effects of this Treaty preſently ; my Huſ. 
band's Conduct was immediately alter d, and he was quite 
another Man to me, nothing could be kinder and more 
obliging than he was to me upon all Occaſions; and I 
could do no leſs chan make ſome return to it, which 1 did as 
I 3 well 
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evell as I cui; but it was but in an awkward manner at 
belt, for nothing was more frightful to me than bis Careſ- 
ſe:,and theApprehenſions of being with Child again by him 
was ready to throw me into Fits; and this made me ſee that 
there was an abſolute neceſſity of breaking the Caſe to him 
without any more delay, which however J did with all 
the caution and reſerve imaginable. 3 
He had continued his alter'd Carriage to me neara 
Month, and we began to live a new kind of Life with one 
another; and could I have fatisfied my ſelf to have gone 
on With it, I believe it might have continued as long as 
we had continued alive together. One Evening as we 
were ſitting and talking very friendly together under a little 
Auning, which ſerv'd as an Arbour at the Entrance from 
our Houſe into the Garden, he was in @ very pleaſant a- 
greeable Humour, and ſaid abundanee of kind things ta 
we, relating to the Pleaſure of our preſent good Agree- 
ment, and the Diforders of our paſt Breach, and what a 
Satisfaction it was to him, that we had room to hope we 

ould never have any more of it. * 

Z fetch'd a deep Sigh, and told him there was no Body 
in tte World could be more delighted than I was, in the 
good Agreement we had always kept up, or more afflit- 
ed wich the Breach of it, and ſhould be fo ſtill, but I wa 
worry” to tell him that there was an unhappy Circumſtance, 
in our Caſe, whichJay too elaſe to my Heart, and Which 
JI knew not how to break to him, that rendred my part of 
DING miſerable, and took from me all the Comfort of 
the reſt, 3 

He importun'd me to tell him what it was; I told him 
1 could not tell how to do it, that while it was conceal'd 
from him, I alone was unhappy ; but if he knew it alſo, 
we ſhould be both ſo; and that therefore to keep him in 
the dark about it was the kindeſt Thing that I could do, 
and it was on that account alone that I kept a Secret from 
him, the very Keeping of which I thought would firſt or | 
kit be my Deſtruction. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs his Surprize at this Relation, 
and the double Importꝑnity which he uſed with me t0 
di cover it to him: He told me I could not he calPd kind 
w him, nay, could not be faithful to him if I _— it 
om 
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from him; I told him I thought fo too, and yet I could 
not do it. He went back to what I had faid before ro 
him, and told me he hoped it did not relate to what I had 
ſaid in my Paſſion; and that he had reſolv'd to forget all 
that, as the Effect of a raſh provok'd Spirit; I told him 1 


EZ wiſt'd I could forget it all too, but that it was not to be 


done, the Impreſſion was too deep, and I cou'd not do it, 


ni was impoſſible. 


He then told me he was reſolved not to differ with me 
in any thing, and that therefore he would importune me 
no more about it, reſolving to acquieſce in whatever I did 
or ſaid; only begg'd I would then agee, that whatever it 
was, it ſhould no more interrupt our Quiet and our mutual 
Kindneſs. 

This was the moſt provoking thing he could have faid 

to me, for I really wanted his farther Importunities, that 
I might be prevail'd with ta bring out that which indeed 
it was like Death to me to conceal; fo I anſwerd him 
plainly, that I could not ſay I was glad not to be impor- 
tuned, tho' I could not tell how to comply; but come, 
my Dear, ſaid I, what Conditions will you make with me 
upon the opening this Aﬀair to you. 
Any Conditions in the World, /aid he, that you can in 
Reaſon deſire of me; well, /zid 7, come give it me under 
your Hand, that if you do not find I am in any Fault, 
or that I am willingly concern'd in the Cauſes of the Miſ- 
fortune that is to follow, you will not blame me, uſe me 
the worſe, do me any Injury, or make me be the Sufferer 
for that which is not my Fault. 

That, /ays he, is the moſt reaſonable Demand in the 
World ; not to blame you for that which is not your 
fault; give me a Pen and Ink, /ays he, fo I ran in and 
tetch'd a Pen, Ink, and Paper, and he wrote the Condi- 
tion down in the very words J had propoſed it, and 
_— with his Name; well, ſays he, what is next, my 

r 

Why, /ays J. the next is, that you will not blame me 
for not diſcovering the Secret of it to you before I knew it. 

Very juſt again, /ays be, with all my Heart; fo he 
wrote down that alſo and ſignetl it: 

Well, my Dear, fays I, then I have but one Condition 

more 
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more to make with you; and that is, that as there is no body 1 
concern d init but you and I, you ſhall not diſcover it ioan ß 
Perſon in the World, except your own Mother: ard that 
in all the Meaſures you ſhall take upon the diſcovery; as1! 
am equally.concern'd in it with you, 0% as innocent as 
yourſelf, you ſhall do nothing in a Paſſion, nothing to my 
Prejudice, or to your Mother's Prejudice, without my 
knowledge and conſent. 3 
This a little amaz'd him, and he wrote down the words 
diſtinctly, but read them over and over before he Sign'd 
them, heſitating at them ſeveral times, and repeating 
them; my Mother's Prejudice! and your Prejudice! what 
myſterious thing can this be? however, at laſt he i 


Well, /ays J. my Dear, I'll aſk you no more under 
you: Hand, but as you are to bear the moſt unexpected 
and ſurprizing thing that perhaps ever befel any Family in 
the World, I beg you to promiſe me you will receive it 
with Compoſure and a Preſence of Mind ſuitable to a 
Man of Senſe. 1 

Pl do my utmoſt, /ays he, upon Condition you will 
keep me no longer in.ſuſpence, for you Terrify me with 
all theſe Preliminaries. 

Well then, /ays J, it is this as I told you before in a 
Heat, that I was not your lawful Wife, and that our 
Children were not legal Children; ſo I muſt let you know 7 
now in calmneſs, and in kindneſs, but with Affliction e- 
nough that I am your own Siſter, and you my own Brother, 
and that weare both the Children of our Mother now a- 
live, and in the Houſe, who is convinc'd of the Truth of 
it, in a manner not to be denied or contradicted. 

I ſaw him turn pale, and look wild, and I ſaid, now 
remember your Promiſe, and receive it with Preſence of 
mind; for who cou'd have ſaid more to prepare you for 
it, than I have done? However I called a Servant, and 
got him a little Glaſs of Rum, which is the uſual Dram 
of the Country, for he was juſt fainting away. 

When he was a little recover'd, 1/aid to bin, this Sto- 
ry you may be ſure requires a long Explanation, and there- 
fore have patience and com poſe your Mind to hear it out, 
and Pl] make it as ſhort as I can, and with this, 1 told — 
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what I thought was needful of the Fact, and particularly 
how my Mother came to diſcover it to me, as above; 
and now my Dear, /ays J. you will ſee Reaſon for my 
Capitulations, and that I neither have been the Cauſe of 
this Matter, nor could be ſo, and that I could know no- 
thing of it before now. 

I am fully fatisfy*d of that /ays he, but tis a dreadful 
Surprize to me; however, I know a Remedy for it all, 
and a Remedy that ſhall put an End to all your Difficul- 
ties, without your going into Eng/and; That would be 
ſtrange, /aid J, as all the reſt; No, No, /ays he, Þ'Il 
make it eaſie, there's no body in the way of it all, but 
myſelf: He look'd a little diſorder d, when he faid this, 
but I did not apprehend any thing from it at that time, 
believing as it us d to be ſaid, that they who do thoſe things 
never talk of them ; or that they who talk of ſuch things 
never do them. | 

But things were not come their height with him, and 
I obſerved he became Penſive and Melancholly ; and in a 
Word, as I thought a little diſlemper'd in his Head; I 
endeavour'd to talk him into Temper, and to Reafon him 
into a kind of Scheme for our Government in the Affair, 
and ſometimes he would be well, and talk with ſome 
Courage about it; but the Weight of it lay too heavy upon 
his Thoughts, and in ſhort, it went ſo far that he made 
two attempts upon himſelf, and in one of them actually 
ſtrangled himſelf, and had not his Mocher come into the 
Room in the very Moment he had died; but with the 
help of a Negro Servant ſhe cut him down and recover'd 

im. 

Things were now come to a lamentable height in the 
Family : My pity for him now began to revive that Af- 
fection, which at firſt I really had for him, and I endea- 
vour'd ſincerely by all the kind Carriage I could to make 
up the Breach; but in ſhort, it had gotten too great a 
Head, it prey'd upon his Spirits, and it threw him into a 
ling'ring Conſumption, tho? it happen'd not to be Mortal. 
In this Diſtreſs I did not know what to do, as his Life 
was apparently declining and I might perhaps have Mar 
ry'd again there, very much to my Advantage, it 
had been certainly my Buſineſs to have ſtaid in the Coun- 
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try ; but my Mind was reſtleſs too, and uneaſie; 1 han- | 


ker'd after coming to England, and nothing would ſatisfie % 


me without it. 

In ſhort, by an unwearied importunity my Huſband 
who was apparently decaying, as I obſerv'd, was at lat 
prevall'd with, and fo my own Fate pulbing me on, the way 


was made clear for me, and my Mother concurring, I ob- 


tain'd a very good Cargo for my coming to Eng/and. 


When J parted with my Brother, for ſuch I am now 4 
to call him, we agreed that after | arriv'd he ſhould pre- 


tend to have an Account that I was Dead in Eng/and, and -# 


ſo might Marry again when he would ; he promis'd, and 4 
engag'd to me to Correſpond with me as a Siſter, and to 


Aſſiſt and Support me as long as I liv'd ; and that if he 
dy'd before me, he would leave ſufficient to his Mo- 
ther to take Care of me ſtill, in the Name of a Siſter, and 3 
he was in ſome reſpect Careful of me, when he heard of 
me; but it was ſo oddly manag'd that I felt theDiſappoint- 
ments very ſenſibly afterwards, as you ſhall hear in its 
time. 4 
I came away for England in the Month of Auguſt, after 
I had been Eight Years in that Country, and now a new 
Scene of Misfortunes attended me, which perhaps few Wo- 

men have gone thro? the like of. 8 

We had an indifferent good Voyage, till we came juſt i 
upon the Coaſt of Exgland, where we arriv'd in two and 
thirty Days, but were then Ruffled with two or three 
Storms, one of which drove us away to the Coaſt of Ireland, i 
and we put in at Kinſale: We remain'd there about thir- 
teen Days, got ſome Refreſhment on Shore, and put to 
Sea again, tho' we met with very bad Weather again in 
which the Ship Sprang her Main-Maſt, as hey callid it, 
Fer I knew not what they meant: But we got at laſt into 


Milford Haven in Wales, where tho it was remote from 


our Port; yet having my Foot fafe upon the firm Ground 
of my Native Country the Iſle of Britain, I reſolv'd to 
venture it no more upon the Waters, which had been fo 
terrible to me; ſo getting my Clothes, and Money on 
Shore, with my Bills of Loading, and other Papers, I re- 
folv'd to come for London, and leave the Ship to get to her 
Port as ſhe could; the Port whither ſhe was bound, was 

tg 
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to Briſtol, here my Brother's chief Correſpondent liv'd. 
[ got to London, in about three Weeks, where I heard a 
little while after that the Ship was arriv'd in Bri/e/; but 
at the ſame time had the Misfortuue to know that by the 
violent Weather ſhe had been in, and the breaking of her 
Mainmaſt, ſhe had great damage on board, and that & 
great part of her Corgo was ſpoil'd. 
I had now a new Scene of Life upon my Hands, and a 
dreadful Appearance it had ; I was come away with a 
kind of final Farewel ; what I brought with me, was in- 
deed conſiderable, had it come ſafe, and by the help of 
it [ might have married again tollerably well; but as it 
was, I was reduc'd to between two or three Hundred 
Pounds in the whole, and this without any hope of Re- 
cruit: I was entirely without Friends, nay, even ſo much 
as without Acquaintance, for I found it abſolutely Neceſſa- 
ry not to revive former Acquaintances; and as for my ſubile 
Friend that ſet me up formerly for a Fortune ſhe was 
Dead, and her Huſband alfo; as I was inform'd upon 
ſending a Perſon unknown to enquire. 
The looking after my Cargo of Goods ſoon after oblig d 
me to take a Journey to Brio}, and during my attendance 
upon that Affair, I took the Diverſion of going to the Bath, 
for as I was {till far from being old, ſo my Humour, which 
was always Gay, continu'd ſo to an Extream; and being 
now, as it were, a Woman of Fortune, tho I was a Wo- 
man without a Fortune, I expected fomething or other 
might happen in my way, that might mend my Circum- 
ſtances as had been my Caſe before. 
The Bath is a Place of Gallantry enough; Expenſi ve, 
and full of Snares; I went thither indeed in the view of 
taking any thing that might offer ; but I muſt do myſelf 
that Juſtice, as to proteſt I knew nothing amiſe, I meant 
nothing but in an honeſt way ; nor had f any thoughts a- 
bout me at firſt that Jook'd the way, which afterwards 1 
ſuffered them to be guided. 
Here I ſtay'd the whole latter Seaſon, as it is call d 
there, and Contracted ſome unhappy Acquaintance, which 
rather prompted the Follies I fell afterwards into, than 
fortity'd me againſt them: I liv'd pleaſantly enough, kept 
good Company, that is to fay, gay fine Company; but 
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had the Difcouragement to find this way ſunk me exceed 
ingly, and that as I had no ſettled Income, ſo ſpending up 
on the main Stock was but a certain kind of 4/ceding ts 
Death; and this gave me many fad Reflections in the Inter. 
vals of my other 'Thonghts: However I ſhook them off, and 
ſill flatter d myſelf that ſomething or other might offer for 


my Advantage · 


But I was in the wrong Place for it; I was not no, 


at Redriff, where if I had ſet myſelf tollerably up, ſome 


honeſt Sea Captain or other might have talk'd with me 
upon the honourable terms of Matrimony ; but I was at 
the Bath where Men find a Miſtreſs ſometimes, but ver 
rarely look for a Wife; and Conſequently all the particular 

Acquaintances a Woman can expect to make there, muſt 


have ſome Tendency that way. 


I had ſpent the firſt Seaſon well enough, for tho? I had 
Contracted fome Acquaintance with a Gentleman, Who 
came to the Batb tor his Diverſion, yet I had enter d into | 
no felenious Treaty, as it might be call'd : I had refitted 7 
ſome Caſual offers of Gallantry, and had manag'd that 
way well enough; I was not wicked enough to come into 
the Crime for the meer Vice of it, and I had no extraor- 
Offers made me that tempted me with the main 


dina 
thing which I wanted. 


However, I went this length the firſt Seaſon, (viz.) I 1 


contraſted an Acquaintance with a Woman in whoſe 


"Houſe I Lodg'd, who tho' ſhe did not keep an ill Houle, | 


as we call it, yet had none of the beſt Principles in her- 


ſelf: J had on all Occaſions behav'd myſelf ſo well as not 


to get the leaſt Slur upon my Reputation on any Account 
whatever, and all the Men that I had Convers'd with, 
were of ſo good Reputation that had I not given the leaſt 


Reflection by Converſing with them; nor did any of 4 
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them ſeem to tifink there was room for a wicked Correi- 


pondence, if they had any of them offered it; yet there 
was one Gentleman, as above, who always ſingled me out 


for the Diverſion of my Company, as be call'd it, which 
as be was pleas'd to ſay was very agreeable to him. but at 

that time there was no more in it. 
I had many melancholly Hours at the Bath after all the 
Company Was gone, for tho'I went to Briſtol 1 
| or 
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for the diſpoſing my Effects, and for Recruits of Money, 
yet I choſe to come back to Path for my Reſidence, be- 
cauſe being on good Terms with the Woman in whoſe 
Houle I lodg'd in the Summer, 1 found that during the 


4 Winter 1 liv'd rather cheaper there than I could do any 


where elſe; here, I ſay, 1 paſsd the Winter as heavily 
as I had paſsd the Autumn chearfully ; but having con- 


"IT trafted a nearer intimacy with the ſaid Woman, in 


whoſe Houſe I lodg?d, I could not avoid communicating 
W to her ſomething of what lay hardeſt upon my Mind, 
and particularly the Narrowneſs of my Circumſtances, 


and the Loſs of my Fortune by the Damage of my Goods 
by Sca: I told her alſo that I had a good Mother and a 


WF Brother in Virginia in good Circumſtances ; and as I had 
really written back to my Mother in particular to repre- 


bent my Condition, and the great Loſs I had received, 


which indeed came to almoſt 500 J. ſo I did not fail to 


ies my new Friend know, that I expected a Supply from 


WMthence, and fo indeed I did; and as the Ships went from 
| Briſtol to York River in Virginia, and back again gene- 
rally in leſs time than from London, and that my Bother 
correſponded chiefly at Brifol, I thought it was much 
S better ſor me to wait here for my Returns, than to go to 
Landon, where alſo I had not the leaſt Acquaintarce. 

My new Friend appear'd ſenſibly affected with my 
Condition, and indeed was ſo very kind, as to reduce the 
Rate of my living with her to ſo low a Price during the 
Winter, that ſhe convinc'd me ſhe got nothing by me; 
and as for Lodging during the Winter, I paid nothing 
at all. 

When the Spring Seaſon came on, ſhe continued to be 
35 kind to me as ſhe cou'd, and I lodg'd with her for 4 
time, till it was found neceſſary to do ptherwile ; ſhe - 
bad ſome Perſons of Character that frequently lodg'd in 
her Houſe, and particularly the Gentleman, who, as [ 
laid, ſingled me out for his Companion the Winter be- 
fore ; and he came down again with another Gentleman 
in his Company and two Servants, and lodg'd in the fame 
Houſe: I ſuſpected that my Landlady had invited him 
chicher, letting him know = I was ſlill wich her, _ 
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ſhe deny'd it, and proteſted to me that ſhe did nor, and he 
faid the ſame. 
In a Word, this Gentleman came down, and conti- 
nu'd to ſingle me out for his peculiar Confidence as well 
as Converiation; he was a compleat Gentleman, that 
mult be confefs'd, and his Company was very agreeable 
to me, as mine (if 1 might believe him) was to him; he 
made no Profeſſions to me but of an extraordinary Re- 
ſpect, and he had ſuch an Opinion of my Virtue, that, as 
he often profeſe d, he believ'd if he ſhould offer any thing 
elſe, 1 ſhould reject him with Contempt: He ſoon un- 
derſtood from me that I was a Widow, that I had arriv'd 
at Brito! from Virginia by the laſt Ships; and that I 
waited at Bath till the next Virginia Fleet ſhould arrive, 
by which I expected conſiderable Effects; I underſtood by 
him, and by others of him, that he had a Wife, but 
that the Lady was diſtemper'd in her Head, and was un- 
der the Conduct of her own Relations, which he con- 
ſented to, to avoid any Reflections that might, as was not 
unuſual in ſuch Caſes, be caſt on him ſor miſmanaging 
her Cure; and in the mean time he came to the Bath to 
divert his Thoughts from the Diſturbance of ſuch a me- 
lancholy Circumſtance as that was. 

My Landlady, who of her own accord encouraged 
the Correſpondence on all Occaſions, gave me an advanta- 
geous Character of him, as of a Man of Honour and 
of Virtue, as well as of a great Eſtate ; and indeed I had 
a great deal of Reaſon to ſay ſo of him too; for tho' we 
lodg'd both on a Floor, and he had frequently come into 

lt my Chamber, even when I was in Bed, and I alſo into 
1 his when he was in Bed, yet he never offered any thing 
at to me farther than a Kiſs, or ſo much as ſolicited me to 
| any thing till long after, as you ſhall hear. 
; 
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I frequently. took Notice to my Landlady of his ex- 
ceeding Modelty, and ſhe again uſed to tell me that ſhe 
believ'd it was ſo from the Beginning; however ſhe uſed 
to tell me that ſhe thought I ought to expect ſome Grati- 
teation from him for my Company, ſor indeed he did, 
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if 4 25 it were, engroſs me, and I was ſeldom from him; I 
"WET: told her I bad not given him the leaſt Occaſion to think I 


N wanted it, or that I would accept of it from him; — 
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told me ſhe would take that Part upon her, and ſhe did 
fo, and managed it ſo dextroufly, that the firſt time we 
were together alone, after ſhe had talk d with him, he 
began to enquire into my Circumſtances, as how I had 
ſubſiſted my ſelf ſince I came on Shore? and whether | 
did not want Money? I ſtood off very boldly ; I told tim 
that tho' my Cargo of Tobacco was damaged, yet that vt 
was not quite loſt ; that the Merchant I had been cor- 
ſign'd to, had ſo honeſtly managed for me that I had not 
wanted; and that I hop'd, with frugal Management, to 
make it hold out till more ſnould come, wh ch | expectid 
by the next Fleet; that in the mean time I had je- 


trench'd my Expence*, and whereas I kept a Maid Jait 


Seaſon, now I liv'd without; and wherea | had a Cham- 
ber and- a Dining-Room then on the firft Floor, as he 
knew, I now had but one Room two Pair of Stairs, 2 
the like; but I live, faid I, as well fatisfy'd now as ] did 
then ; adding, that his Company had been the Means to 
make me live much more chearfully than otherwiſe I 
ſhould have done, for which I was much obliged to him; 
and ſo I put off all room for any Offer for the preſent: 
However, it was not long before he attack'd me agai 
and told me he found that I was backward to truſt bin 
with the Secret of my Circumſtances, which he was 
ſorry for; aſſuring me that he enquired into it wich no 
Delign to ſatisſy his own Curioſity, but merely to aſſi t 
me, if there was any Occaſion ; but ſince 1 would not 
on my ſelf to tand in need of any Aſſiſtance, he Lad 
but one thing more to defire of me, and that was, that 
T would promiſe him that when 1 was any Way 
ſtreighten'd, or like to be ſo, I would frankly tell him of 
it, and that I would make uſe of him with the ſame 
Freedom that he made the Offer, adding, that I ſhould 
always find I had a true Friend, tho' perhaps I was 
afraid to truſt him. 

omitted nothing that was fit to be ſaid by one infinicely 
oblig'd, to let him know, that I had a due Senſe of hu 
Kindneis; and indeed from that time, I did not appear 
ſo much reſerv'd to him as I had done before, tho? ſtill 
within the Bounds of the ſtricteſt Virtue on both fades ; 
but how free ſoever our 0s 2 was, I cou'd not ar- 
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ri ve to thatſoit of Freedom whch he deſir d, (vz.) to tel! 
him I wanted Money, tho' I wat ſecretly glad of his Offer. 
Some Weeks paſo d after this, and ſtill I never a:k'd him 

for Money; when my Landlady, a cunning Creature, 
who had often prei:'d me to it, but found that I cou'd not 
do it, makes a Story of her own inventing, and ® 
comes in Blunily to me when we were together, O 
Widow fays ſbe, I have bad news to tell you this Morn. i 
ing; What is that, faid I, are the Virginia Ships taken by ll 
the French? for that was my fear, No, no, /ays /be, but 
the Man you ſent to Briſto! Yeſterday for Money is 
come back, and ſays he has brought none. 
Now 1 could by no means like her project; I thought 
it lovk'd too mach like prompting him, w hich indeed he 
did not want, 1 jaw clearly that I ſhould loſe nothing by 
being backward to aſk, ſo I took her vp ſhort; I can't 
imagine why he ſhould fay ſo to you, ſaid I, for I aſſure 
you he brought me ail the Money I ſent him for, and 
here it is /aid I, (pulling out my Purſe with about 12 
Guineas in i) and added, I intend you ſhall have mat 
. of it by and by. 1 
He ſem'd diſtaſſed a little at her talking as ſhe did at 
Frſt, as well as 1 taking it as I fancied he would as ſome- 
thing forward of her; but when he ſaw me give ſuch an 
Anſwer, he came immediately to himſelf again: The 
next Morning we talk'd of it again, when I found he was 
fully ſatisfy'd; and ſmiling ſaid, he hop'd I would got 
want Money and not tell him of it, and that I had pro- 
mi>'d him otherwiſe: I told him I had been very much 
diſfatify'd at my Landlady's talking ſo publickly the Day 
before of what ſhe had nothing to do with ; but I ſup- 
„d ſhe wanted what I ow'd her, which was about 
ight Guineas, which I had reſolv'd to give her, and 
had according!y given it her the ſame Night ſhe talk'd 10 
fooliſhly, | 

He was in a mighty good Humour, when he heard 
we lay, I had, paid ker, and it went off into ſome other 
Diſcourſe at that time; but the next Morning he having 
heard me up about my Room before him, he call d to me, 
ana I anjwering, he aſk'd me to come into his Chamber; 


he was in Ecd when I came in, and he made me come 
and 
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and fit down on his Bed fide, for he ſaid, he had ſome 


thing to ſay to me, which was of ſame Moment: After 
ſome very kind Expreſſions he aſk'd me, if I would be 
very honeſt to him, and give a ſincere Anſwer to one thing 


3J he would deſire of me? after ſome little Cavil with him 

1d at the word Sꝛncere, and aſking him if I had ever given him 
O any Anſwers which were not Sincere, I promis d him; [ 
n- would; why then his Requeſt was, he /aid, to let him 
by ſee my Purſe; I immediately put my Hand into my poc- 
ut ket, and Laughing at him, pull'd it out, and there was in 
is it three Guineas and a Half; hen he gd me, if there was 
all the Money I had? I told him no, Laughing agarr, - 

ht not by a great deal. : i 

be Well then, he /aid, he would have me promiſe to go 
by and fetch him all the Money I had every Farthing: / 
t 1 told him I would, and I went into my Chamber, and 
we WY ferch'd him a little private Drawer, where I had about fix 
nd Guineas more and ſome Silver, and threw it all down up 
12 on the Bed, and told him there was all my Wealth, ho- 


neſtly to a Shillimg : He look'd a little at it, but did not 
tell it, and Huddled it all into the Drawer again, and 
reaching his Pocket, pull'd out a Key, and then bade me 
open a little Walnut: tree box, he had upon the Table, and 


me- 

1 an bring him ſuch a Drawer, wifich I did, in which 

The Drawer, there way a great deal of Money in- Gold, I be- 

was leve near 200 Guiheas, but I knew — 14 much: He 


took the Drawer, and taking my Hand, made me put it 
pro- in, and take a whole handful; LWas backward at that, 
uch but he held my Hand hard in his Hand, and put it in- 
Day to the Drawer, and made me take out as many Guintas 
ſup almolt as I could well take up at once. | 


When I had done {o, he made me put them into my 
Lap, and took my little Drawer, and pour'd out all my 
own Money among his, and bad me get me gone, and 
carry it all Home into my own Chamber. | 


card I relate this Story the more pariicularly becauſe of the 
other good Humour there was in it, and to ſhew the temper 
wing with which we convereꝰd: It was not long after this, bpc 
me, he began every Day to find Fault with my Clothes, my 


Laces, and Head-dreſſes; and in a Word, prel:'d me 1 
buy better, which by the Way I Was willing enough te do, 
K 3 tho? 
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tho? I did not ſeem to be ſo; for I low'd nothing in the 
World better than fine Clothes; I told him I muſt Houſe. 
wife the Money he had lent me, or elſe I ſhould not be 
able to pay him again. He then told me in a-few Words, 
that as he had a fincere Reſpect for me, and knew my 
Ciroumſtances, he had not lent me that Money, but given 
it me, and that he thought I had merited it from him, 
By giving kim my Company ſo intirely as I had done: 
After this, he made me take a Mard, and keep Houſe, 
and his Friend that came with him to Bath being gone, 
he oblig'd me to Dyet him, which I did very willingly, 
believing as it afgear”d, that J ſhould loſe nothing by it, 
nor did the Woman of the Houſe fail.to find her Account 
in it to. : 

We had liv'd thus near three Months, when the Com- 
pany beginning to wear away at the Bath, he talk d 
ef going away, and fain he would, have me to go to Lan- 
den with him: I was not very eaſie in that Propoſal, not 
knowing what Pofture I was to live in there, or how he 
might uſe me: But while this was in Debate he fell very 
Sick; he had gone out to a place in Somer ſeiſpire called 
Shepton, where ke had ſome 1 and was there taken 
very ill, and ſo ill that he could not Travel, fo he ſent his 
Man back to the Bath to beg me that I would hire a Coach 
and come over to him. Before he went, he had left all 
his Money andother things of Value with me, and what 
to do with them I did not know, but I'fecur'd them 
as well as I could, and lock'd up the Lodgings and 
went to him, where I' found him very ill indeed ; how- 
ever, I per{waded him to be carry'd ina Litter to the Bath, 
where there was: more help and better advice to. be 


| He conſented, and I brought him to the Bath, which 
was about fiſteen Miles, as I remember: here he continued 

very ill of a Fever, and kept his Bed five Weeks, all which 

time I nurs'd him and tended him my ſelf, as much and 

as chearfully as if I had been his Wife; indeed if I had 

been his Wife, I could not have done more; I fat up 

With him ſo much and ſo often, that at laſt indeed he 
would not let me ſit up any longer, and then I got a Pal- 
—_ | late 
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ute Bed into his Room, and lay in it juſt at his Bed's 
eet. | 

, I was indeed ſenſibly affected with his Condition, and 
with the Apprehenſion of loſing ſuch a Friend as he was, 
and was like to be to me, and 1 us'd to fit and Cry by him 
many hours together: However at laſt he grew Better, 
and gave hopes that he would recover, as indeed he did, 
tho! very ſlowly. 

Were it otherwiſe than what I am going to ſay, I ſhould 
not be backward to diſcloſe it, as it is apparent I have 
done in other Caſes in this Account; but I affirm, that 
thro” all this Converſation, abating the freedom of com- 
ing into the Chamber when I or he was in Bed, and a- 
bating the neceſſary Offices of attending him Night and 
Day when he was Sick, there had not paſs'd the leaſt im- 
modeſt Word. or Action between us, O] that it had been 
ſo to the laſt. 

After ſome. time he gathered Strength and grew well a- 


pace, and I would have remov'd my Palate Bed, but he 


would not let me till he was able to venture himſelf with- 
out any Body to fit up with him, and then I remov'd to 
my own Chamber. 25 | 

He took many Occaſions. to expreſs his Senſe af my 
Tenderneſs and Concern for him; and when he grew 
quite well, he made me a Preſent of Fifty Guineas for 
wy ron and, as he call'd it, for hazarding my Life to 
ave bi-. | 

And now he made deep Proteſtations of a ſincere invi- 
olable Affection for me, but all along atteſted it to be with 
the utmoſt reſerve for my Virtue, and his own: I told 


him I was fully ſatisfyed of it; he carried it that length 


that he proteſted to me, that it he was naked in Bed with 


me, he would as —_—— preſerve my Virtue, as he would 
defend it if I was aſſaulted by a Raviſher; Lbeliev'd him, 
and told him I did ſo; but this did not fatishe him, he 


would, he ſaid, wait for ſome opportunity to give me an 
undoubted Teſtimony of it. 


It was a great while after this that IJ had Occaſian, 
on my own Buſineſs, to go to Bri/e/, upon which he hir d 
me a Coach, and would go with me, and did ſo; 
and now-indeed our intimacy increasd : From Brifo! he 

carry'd 
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carry'd me to Gloucgſter, which was meerly a Journey of 


Pleaſure to take the Air; and here it was our hap to have 
no Lodging in the Inn but in one large Chamber with two 


.* 


Beds in it: The Maſter of the Houſe going up with us to 
ſhew his Rooms, and coming into that Room, ſaid very 


frankly to him, Sir, I is none of my buſineſs to enquire A 1 
whether the Lady be your Spouſe or no, but if not, you may i 
lie as honeſtly in theſe two Beds as if yuu were in two Chan. i 


bers, and with that he pulls a great Curtain which drew i 


quite croſs the Room, and effectualy divided the Beds; | 
well, Jays my Friend, very readily, theſe Beds will do, 


and as for the reſt, we are too near a kin to lye together, 


the we Lodge near one another; and this put an honeſt 


Face on the thing too. When we came to go to Bcd he de- Y 
cently went out of the Room till I was in Bed, and then 


went to Bed in the Bed on his own fide of the Room but 3 


lay there talking to me a great while. 


At haſt he repeating his uſual ſaying, that he could lye 3 
in the naked Bed with me and not offer me the leaſt Injury, 
he ſtarts out of his Bed, and now, my Dear, ſays he, you 


ſhall ſee how juſt T will be to you, and that I can keep my 
word, and away he comes to my Bed, | 

J refiſted a little, but J muft confeſs I ſhould not have 
reſiſted him much, if he had not made thoſe Promiſes at 
all; fo after a little ſtruggle, as 7/aid, I lay ſtill and let 
him come to Bed ; and when he was there he took me in | 
-bis Arms, and fo I lay all Night with him, but he had no 
more to do with me, or offer'd any thing to me other 
than embracing me, as I ſay, in his Arms, no not the 


whole Night, but roſe up and dreſs'd him in the Morn- 
ing, and left me as innocent for him as I was the Day I 


was born, 
This was a ſurprizing thing to me, and perhaps may 


be ſo to others who know how the Laws of Nature work; 
for he was a ſtrong vigorous brifk Perſon ; nor did he at 
thus on a principle of Religion at all, but of meer Aﬀec- 
tion; inſiſting on it, that tho“ I was to him the moſt a- 
greeable Woman in the World, yet becauſe he loy'd me he 


eo d not injure me, 
I own it was a noble Principle, but as it was what I 
never underſtood before, ſo it was to me perfettly ama?- 
ing. 
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ing: We Travel'd the reſt of the Journey as we did be- 
fore, and came back to the Bath, where, as he had op- 
portunity to come to me when he would, he often repeat- 
ed the Moderation, and I ſrequently lay with him, and 
he with me, and altho' all the familiarities between Man 
and Wife were common to us, yet he never once offered 
to go any farther, and he valued himſelf much upon it; 1 
do not {ay that I was ſo wholly pleas'd with it as he thought 
I was: For I own I was much wickeder than he, as you 
feall hear prejently. 

We liv'd thus near two Years, only with this exception, 
that he went three times to Londen in that time, and 
once he continned there four Months, but, to do him 
Juſtice, he always fupply'd me with Money to ſubſiſt me 
very handſomly. 

Had we continued thus, I confeſs we had had much to 
boaſt of; but as wiſe Men ſay, it is ill venturing too near 
the brink of a Command, fo we found it; and here again 
| muſt do him the Juſtice, to own, that the firſt Breach 
was not on his part: It was one Night that we were in 
Bed together warm and merry, and having drank, I 
think, a little more Wine that Night, both of us, than 
uſual, tho? not in the leaſt to diſorder either of us, when 
after ſome other follies which I cannet name, and being 
claſp'd cloſe in his Arms, It ald him, ( 1 repeat it with 
ſhame and horror of Soul ) that I could find in my Heart to 
diſcharge him of his Engagement for one Night and no 
more. 

He took me at my word immediately, and after that, 
there was no reſiſting him; neither indeed had I any 
mind to reſiſt him any more, let what would come of it. 

Thus the Government of our Virtue was broken, and 
] exchang'd the Place of Friend, for that unmuſical harſk- 
founding Title of Wnok E. In the Morning we were 
both at our Penitential', I cried very heartily, he expreſod 
himſelf very ſorry ; but that was all either of us could ds 
at that time; and the way being thus clear'd, and the 
bars of Virtue and Conſcience thus removed, we had the 
lels difficulty afterwards to ſtruggle with. 

It was but a dull kind of Converſation that we had ta- 
gether for all the reſt of that Week, I look'd on him with 
Bluſhes; 
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Bluſhes; and every now and then ſtarted that melancholy 
Objection, What if I ſhould be with Child now ? What 
will become of me then? He encouraged me by telling WWF” 
me, that as long as I was trre to him, he would be foto 
me; and ſince it was gone ſuch a length, which he ne- 
ver indeed intended, yet if I was with Child he would 
take Care of that and of me too: This harden'd us 
both; I aſſured him if I was with Child, I would dis 2 
for Want of a Midwife, rather than name him as the “ 
Father of it; and he aſſured me I ſhould never want if 1 MP 
ſhould be with Child: Theſe mutual Aſſurances ha- AP": 
den'd us in the thing; and after this we repeated the 
Crime as often as we pleas'd, till at length, as I had 
feared, ſo it came to paſs, and I was indeed with 
Child. ; # YA. 

After I was ſure it was ſo, and had ſatisfied him of it 
too, we began to think of taking meaſures for the manag- 
ing it, and I propos d truſting the Secret to my Landlady, 
and aſking her Advice, which he agreed-ro: My Land- 


lady, a Woman (as I. found) usd to ſuch things made Al 
light of it; ſhe faid ſhe knew it would come to that at 7 
laſt, and made us very merry about it: As I ſaid above, BW 
we found her an Experienc'd old Lady at ſuch Work; “* 
ſhe undertook every thing, ergag'd to procure a Mid. 0 


wife and Nurſe, to fatisfie all Enquiries, and bring us off 
with Reputation, and ſhe did ſo very dextrouſly indeed. T 

When I grew near my time, ſhe defir'd my Gentle 
man to go away to London, or make as if he did ſo; when 


he was gone, ſhe acquainted the pariſh Officers that there C, 
was a Lady ready to lye in at her Houſe, but that ſhe BW. 


knew her Huſband very well, and gave them, as ſhe pre- 
tended, an account of his Name, which ſhe called Sir R. 
Waller Cleave ; telling them he was a very worthy Gen. 


| tleman, and that ſhe would anſwer for all Enquiries, and 


tne like: This fatisfied the Pariſh Officers preſently, and W 
J lay inn with as much Credit as I could have done if 


had really been my Lady Cleave; and was aſſiſted in my 1 
Travel by three or four of the beſt Citizens Wives of BF 


Bath, who liv'd in the Neighbourhood, which however 
made me alittle the more exꝑenſive to him, I often ex- 


prelicd 
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refled my concern to him about it, but he bid me not 
e concern'd at It. 
As he had furniſh'd me very ſufficiently with Money 
for the extraordinary Expences of my Lying Inn, I had 
very thing very handſome about me; but did not affect 
o be Gay or Extravagant neither; beſides, knowing my 
pwn Circumſtances, and knowing the World as I had 
one, and that ſuch kind of things do not often laſt long, I 
took care to lay up as much Money as I could for a wet 
Day, as I call'd it, making him believe it was all ſpent 
upon the extraordinary appearance of things in my Ly- 
ing Inn. 
N By this means, and including what he had given me as 
wy" above, had at the End of my LI ying-inn about 200 Gui- 
rr neas by me, including alſo what was left of my own. 
l was brought to Bed of a fine Boy indeed, and a charm- 
je ing Child it was; and when he heard of it he wrote me a 
az. "<7 kind obliging Letter about it, and then told me he 
thought it would look better for me to come away to Lon- 
na. as ſoon as I was up and well; that he had provided 
ade Apartments for me at Hammerſmith as if I came thither 
* only from Londen, and that after a little while I then 
we; ee go back to the Ball, and he would go along 

„ vich me. 

3 J lid this Offer very well, and aceordingiy hired a 
of Coach on purpoſe, and taking my Child and a Wet Nurſe 
| to tend and ſuckle it, and a Maid-Servant with me, away 
; 1 went for London. 

He met me at Reading in his own Chariot, and taking 
cre me into that, left the Servant and the Child in the hired 
he Coach, and fo he brought me to my new Lodgings at 
Hammerſmith ; with which I had Abundance of Reaſon 


os to be very well pleaſed, for they were very handſome 
zen. oom, and I was very well accommodated. 

jou And now I was indeed in the Height of what I might 
Int call my Proſperity, and I wanted nothing but to be a 
11 Wife, which however could not be in this Caſe, there 
my Was no Room for it; and therefore on all Occaſions I 
ke ſtuay'd to fave what I could, as J have faid above, againſt 


erer - time of Scarcity 3 knowing well enough that ſuch things 


108 The Lirs of Moll FLANPD ERS. 


adãs theſe do not always continue, that Men that keep Mi- 
ſtreſſes often change them, grow weary of them, or jea- | 
jous of hem, or ſomething or other happens to make il | 
them withdraw their Bounty; and ſometimes the Ladies | 
that are thus well us'd, are not careful by a prudent Con- | 
duct to preſerve the Eſteem of their Perſons, or the nice 
- Article of their Fidelity, and then they are juſtly call off MY 
with Contempt. = 
But I was fecur'd in this Point, for as I had no incli- b | 
nation to change, ſo I had no manner of Acquaintance in C 
the whole Houſe, and ſo no Temptation to look any far- [ 
ther; I kept no Company out in the Family where l 
lodg'd, and with a Clergyman's Lady at the next Door; 
ſo that when he was abſent I viſited no Body, nor did he | 
ever find me out of my Chamber or Parlour whenever 
he came down, if I went any where to take the Air, it 
was always with him. | 
The living in this Manner with him, and his with 
me, was certainly the moſt undeſigned thing in the 
World ; he often proteſted to me, that when he became 
firſt acquainted with me, and even to the very Night 
when we firſt broke in upon our Rules, he never had 
the leaſt Deſign of lying with me; that he always had a 
ſincere Aﬀection for me, but not the leaſt real incli- 
nation to do what he had done; I aſſured him I never 
ſuſpected him; that if I had, I ſhould not fo eaſily have 
yielded to the Freedoms which broughcit on; but that it 
was ail a Surprize, and was owing to the Accident of our 
having yielded too far to our mutual inclinations that 
Night; and indeed I have oftcn obſerved fince, and leave 
it as a Caution to the Readers of this Story, that we 
ought to be cautious of gratifying our inclinations in looſe 
and lewd Freedoms, leaft we find our Reſolutions of Vir- 
tue fail us in the Juncture when their Aſſiſtance ſhould be 
moſt neceſſary. | | 
It is true, and I have confe/s'd it before, that from the 
firſt Hour I began to converſe with him, I reſolved to let 
him lye with me, if he offer'd it; but it was becauſe [ 
wanted his Help and Aſſiſtance, and I knew no other Way 
ef ſecuring him than that: But when we were that 


Night 


* 
* * 
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Night together; and, as I have faid, had gone ſuch a 
length, I found my Weakneſs, the Inclination was not to 
be reſiſted, but I was oblig'd to yield up all even before 
he aſk'd it. 

However he was ſo juſt to me that he never upbraided 
me with that; nor did he ever expreſs the leaſt diſlike of 
my Conduct on any other Occaſion, but always proteſted 
he was as much delighted with my Compary as he was 
the firſt Hour we came together, I mean came together as 
Bedfellows. : 

lt is true that he had no Wiſe, that is to ſay, ſhe was 
a5 no Wife to him, and ſo I was in no Danger that way, 
but the juſt Reflections of Conſcience often time ſnatch a 
Man, eſpecially a Man of Senſe from the Arms of a 
Miſtreſs, as it did him at laſt, tho? on another Occaſion. 

On the other hand, tho I was not without ſecret Re- 
proaches of my own Conſcience for the Life I led, and 
that even in the greateſt height of the Satisſaction I ever 
took, yet I had the terrible proſpect of Poverty and Stari» 
ing which lay on me as a frightful Spectre, ſo that there 
was no looking behind me: But as Poverty brought me into 
it, ſo fear of Poverty kept me in it, and I frequently ro- 
ſolv'd to leave it quite off, if I could but come to lay up 
Money enough to maintain me: But theſe were Thoughts 
of no weight, and whenever he came to me they vaniſh'ds 
for his company was ſodelightful, that there was no being 
melancholly when he was there. the Reflections were all 
the Subject of theſe Hours when I was alone. 

I liv'd ſix Year in this happy but unhappy Condition, 
n vhich time I brought him three Children, but only the 
cit of them liy'd ; and tho | remov'd twice in thoſe ſix 
8 ears, yet I came back the ſixth Year to my firſt Lodgings 

t Hammerſmith : Here it was that I was one Mornivy; 
urpriz'd with a kind, but melancholy Letter from my 
ventleman; intimating, that he was very ill, and was a- 
aid he ſhould have another fit of Sickneſs, but that his 
Vife's Relations being in the Houſe with him, it would not 
e practie ble to have me-with him, which however h: +2 « 
pets d his great Diſſatisſaction in, and that he wiſh'd I 
d be allowed to Lend and Nurſe him as I did before 

I was very much — at this Account, and © as 
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very impatient to know how it was with him; I waiteda i 
Fortnight or thereabouts, and heard nothing, which ſur- | 


priz'd me, and J began to be very uneaſy indeed; I think 


J may lay for the next Fortnight 1 was near to diſtracted ; | 


It was my particular Difficulty, that I did not know di- f 


rectly where he was; for I under ſtood at firſt he was in 
the Lodgings of his Wite's Mother; but having remov'd 
my lelf to London, 1 ſoon found by the help of the Direc- 


tion I had for writing my Letters to him, how to en- 


quite after him, and there I found that he was at a Houſe 
in Blaomſbury, whither he had a little before he fell Sick, 
remov'd his whole Family; and that his Wife and Wives 
Mother were in the ſame Houle, tho' the Wite was not 
ſuffered to know that ſhe was in the ſame Houſe with her 
Huſband. 


Here I alſo ſoon underſtood that he was at the laſt extre- 
mity, which made me almoſt at the laſt Extremity too, to 
have a true account: One Night I had the Curioſity to 
diſguiſe my ſelf like a Servant Maid in a Round Cap and 
Straw Hat and went to the Door, as ſent by a Lady of 
his Neighbourhood, where he liv'd before, and giving 


Lialter and Mii reſſes Service, I ſaid I was ſent to know how a 


Mr, = did, and how he had reſted that Night; in 
delivering this Meſſage I got the opportunity I defir'd, for 
ſpeaking with one of the Maids, I held a long Goflips 
Tale with her, and had all the Particulars of his Illneſs, 
which I found was a Pleuriſie attended with a Cough and 
Fever; ſhe told me alſo who was in the Houſe, and how 
his Wife was, who, by her Relation, they were in ſome 
hopes might Recover her Underſtanding ; but as to the 
Gentleman himſelf, in ort ſhe told me the Doctors faid 
there was very little hopes of him, that in the Morning 
they thought he had been dying, and that he was but lit 
tle better then, for they did not expect that he could 
live over the next Night. 

This was heavy News for me, and I began now to {ce 
an end of my Proſperity, and to ſee allo that it was very 

ell had play'd the good Hon ſewiſe, and ſecur d or ſaved 


ſome hing while he wasalive, for that now I had no view 


of m living before me. 
1 lay very heavy upon my Mind too, that I had a * 
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a fine lovely Boy, above five Years old, and no Proviſion 
made for it, at leait that I knew of; with theſe Conſide 
rations, and a fad Heart, ] went home that Evening, and 
began to caſt with my ſelf how I ſhould Jive, and in whar 
manner to beſtow my felf, for the reſidue of my Life. 

You may be ſure | could not reit without enquirivg a- 
gain very quickly what waz become of him; and not ven- 
turing to go my felt, I lent ſeveral ſham Meſſerizer:, till 
aizera Fortnight's waiting longer, I found that there was 
hopes of his Lite, tho? he was ſtill very ill; then I abated 
my lending any more 10 the Houſe, and in ſome time at- 
ter J learnt in the Neighbourhood that he was about 
Houle, and then that he was Abroad again. 

I made no doubt then but that I ſhou'd ſoon hear of 
him, and began to comfort my ſelf with my Circumſtan- 
ces being as I thought, recovered ; 1 waited a Week and 
two Weeks, and with much ſurprize and amazement I 
waited near two months and heard nothing, but that being 
recover'd he was gone into the Country for the Air, and for 
the better Recovery after his Diitemper ; after this it was 
yet two Months more, and then 1 underſtood he was 
come to his City-Houſe again, but ill I heard nothing 
trom him. 

[ had written ſeveral Letters for him, and directed them 
as uſual, and found two or three of them had been call'd 
for, but not the reſt | wrote again in a more preſling 
manner than ever, and in one of them let him know that I 
muſt be forced to wait on him myſelf, repreſenting my 
Circumſtances, the Rent of the Lodgings to pay, and the 
Proviſion for the Child wanting, and my own deplorable 
Condition, deſtitute of Subſiſtance after his moſt ſolemn, 
Engagement, to take Care of me and provide for me; I 
took a Copy of this Letter, and finding it lay at the Houſe 
near a Month, and was not call'd for, I found means to 
have the Copy of it, put into his own Hands at a Coffee- 
Houſe, where I had by Enquiry found he us'd to go. 

This Letter forc'd an Anſwer from him, by which tho' 
I found I was to be abandon'd, yet I found he had fent a 

tter to me ſometime before, deſiring me to go down to 
the Bath again, its Contents I ſhall come to preſently. 

It is true that Sick Beds are the Times, when ſuch 
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Iigious Abhorrence. 


$ncere Abhorrence of the Offence, and the Love to the 


Sin be found a deteſtation of the Fellow Sinner; you can 
Expect no other, 

I found it fo here, tho! good Manners, and Juſtice in 
this Gentleman, kept him from carrying it on to any Ex- 
tream; but the ſhort Hiſtory of his part in this Atfair, 
was thus; he perceiv'd by my laſt Letter, and by all the 
reſt, which he went for after, that I was not gone to the 
Bath, that his firſt Letter had no: come to my Hand, up- 
on which he writes me this tollowing, 


Madam, 

„ Am ſurpriz d that my Letter, Dated the 8th of laſt 
6 Month did no: come to your Hand ; I give you my 
Word it was deliver'd at your Lodgings, and to the 
Hands of your Maid. 

* I need not acquaint you with what has been ny 
Condition for ſometime paſt; and how having been at 
„the Edge of the Grave, | am by the unexpected and 
** undeſe:y'd Mercy of Heaven reſtor'd again: In tlie 


+ Condition I have been in, it cannot be ſtrange to my 
that 
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Carrefponderices as this are look d on with different Connte- 
nance, and ſeen With other Eyes than we faw them with, or 
than they appear d with before : My Lover had been ax the 
Gates of Death, and at the very Brink of Eternity; and 
it ſeems had been ſtruck with g due Remorſe, and with 
fd Reflections upon his paſt Life of Gallantry, and Le. 
vity; and among the reſt, this eriminal Correſpondence # 
with me, which was neither more or leſs, than a long 
eontinu'd Life of A dultery, had repreſented it ſelf, asit 
really was, not as it had been formerlv thought by him, 
to bez and he look'd upon it now with a juſt, and a re 


I cannot but obſerve alſo, and leave it for the Direction 
ef my Sex in ſuch Caſes of Pleaſure, that when ever fin- 
eere Repentance ſucceeds fuch a Crime as this, there ne- 
ver fails to attend a Hatred of the Object; and the more 
the Affection might ſeem to be before, the Hatred wilt 
be the more in Proportion: It will always be fo, indeed 
it can be no otherwiſe ; for there cannot be a true and 


Cauſe of it remain; there will with an Abhorrence of the | 
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« that our unhappy” Correſpondence has not been the leaſt 
« of the Burthens which lay upon my Conſciet©:;3 I 
need ſay no more, thoſe things that mult be repented of, 
© mult beallo reform'?2, 

« ] Wiſh you would think of going back to the Bath» 
« J encloſe you here a Bill for 50 J. for clearing your felf 
« at your Lodgings, and carrying you down, and hope 
it will be no Surprize to you to add, that on this ac- 
count only, and not for any Offence given me on your 
ſide, I can s1E YOU NO MoRE; I will take due care 
©« of the Child, leave him where he is, or take him with 
you, as you pleaſe ; I wiſh you the like Reflection, 
and that they may be to your Advantage. I am, Sc. 


LS 
* 


T was ſtruck with this Letter as with a thouſand 
Wounds, ſuch as I cannot deſcribe; the Reproaches of my 
own Conſcience were ſuch as I cannot expreſs, for I was 
not blind to my own Crime; and I reflected that I might 
with leſs Offence have continued with my Brother, and 
liv'd with him as a Wiſe, ſince there was no Crime in 
our Marriage on that Score, neither of us knowing ir, 

But I never once reflected that I was all this while a 
marry'd Woman, a Wife to Mr. the Linnen-Dra-' 
per, Who tho” he had left me by the Neceſſity of his Cir- 
cumlitauces, had no power to Diſcharge me from the Mar- 
nage Contract which was between us, or to give me a le- 
gal liberty to marry again; ſo that I had been no leis than 
a Whore and an Adultreſs all this while: I then reproach- 
ed my ſelf with the liberties I had taken, and how I had 
been a Snare to this Gentleman, and that indeed I was 
Frincipal in the Crime; that now he was merciſully 
i2a:ch'd out of the Gulph by a convincing Work upon his 
Mind, but that I was left as if I was forſaken of God's 
Grace, and abandon'd by Heaven to a continuing in my 
wickedneſs. 

Under theſe Reflections I continu'd very penfive and 
lad for near a Month, and did not go down to the 

Path, having no inclination to be with the Woman who 
] was with before; leaſt, as 1 thought, ſhe ſhould pHypr 
ine io ſome wicked courſe of Life again, as ſhe had done; 
L 3 
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and beſides, I was very loth ſhe ſhould know I was eat 


oft as above. 


And now I was greatly perplex'd about my little Boy ; 
it was Death to me to part with the Child, and yet when 
J confider'd the Danger of being one time or other leſt 
with him to keep without a Maintenance to ſupport him, 
I then reſfolv'd to leave him where he was; but then I 
concluded alſo to be near him my ſelf. too, that I might 
have the. ſatisfaction of ſeeing him, without the Care f 


providing for him. 


Licou!d never recover, yet that I was fully ſatisfied his Re- 
gections · were juſt, and would be very far from deſiring 
to obſtruct hi; Reformation or Repentance: 

Then I repreſented my own Circumſtances to him in 
the moſt moving Terms that I was able: I told him that 
thoſe unhappy Diſtreſſes which firſt mov'd him to a gens 
rous and Honeſt Friendſmip for me, would, I hope, move 
him to a lie concern for me now ;.tho' the Criminal part 
of our Correſpondence, which I believe neither of vs in- 
tended to fall into at that time, was broken off; that I de- 
fed to Repent as fincerely as he had done, but entreated 
him to put me in ſome Condition, that I might not be ex- 
pos d to the Temptations which the Devil ne ver fails to 
excite us to from the frightful proſpect of Poverty and Di- 
ſtrels; and if he had the leaſt Apprehenſions of my being 
.txoubleſome to him, I beg'd he would put: me in a Poſture 
to go back to my Mother in Virginia, from whence he 
knew I came, and that would put an end to all his Fears 
on that account; I concluded, that if he would fend me 
co J. more to facilitate my going away, I would ſend him 
back a general Releaſe, and would promiſe never to di- 
Rurb him more with any Importunities; unleſs it was to 
hear of the well-doing of the Child, who if-I found my 
Mother living, and my Ci-cumſtances able, I would ſend 
for to come over to me, and take him alſo effectually off 
his Hands. | | 
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Ilent my Gentleman a ſhort Letter therefore that I had 3 
obey'd his Orders in all things, but that of going back to 4 
he Bath, which 1 cou'd not think of for many Reafons ; 


that however parting from him was a Wound to me that 


E * 
- 


h 
 - 
3 

1 

** 


8 


1 ”" Can \ - —_ 8 is. Ps = "0 


The LITE of Mout Fraub Rs, 115 


This was indeed all a Cheat thus far, viz. that I had 
no intention to go to Virginia, as the Account of my for- 
mer Affairs there may convince aay Body of; but the 
Buſineſs was to get this laſt Fifty Pounds of him, if poſ- 
ſible, knowing well enough it would be the. laſt Penny I 
was ever to expect. 

However, the Argument I uſed, namely, of giving 
him a geneml Releaſe, and never troubling him any 
more, prevail'd effectually with him, and he ſent me 2 
Bill for the Money by a Perſon who brought with him 
a genera] Releaſe for me to ſign, and which I frankly 
fign'd, and received the Money; and thus, though full 
fore againſt my Will, a. final End was put to this 
Affair. 

And here I cannot but reflect upon the unhappy con- 
fequence of too great Freedoms between Perſons ſtated as 
we were, upon the Ptetence of innocent intentions, Love 
of Friendſhip, and the lite; for the Fleſh has generally ſa 
great a Share in thoſe Friendſhips, that it is great odds 
bat inclination prevails at laſt over the moſt ſolemn reſo- 
lulions; and that Vice breaks in at the Breaches of De- 
cency, which really innocent Friendſhip ought to pre- 
ſerve with the greateſt Strittneſs; but I leave the Rea- 
ders of theſe Things to their own juſt Reflections, which 
they will be more able to make effectual than I, who fo 
ſoon forgot myſelf, and am therefore but a very indiffe- 
zent Monitor. | 

I was now a ſingle Perſon again, as I may call my ſelf, 
I was looyd from the Obligations either of Wedlock or 
Miſtreſſhip in the World; except my Huſband the Lin- 
nen · Draper, who I having not now heard from in almoſt 
Fiftcen Years, no Body could blame me for thinking my 
elf entirely freed from; ſeeing alſo he had at his going a- 
way told me, that if I'did not hear frequently from him, 


I ſhould conclude he was dead, and I might freely marry 


again to whom I pleag'd. 

I now began to caſt up. my Accounts; I had by many 
Letters, and much importunity, and with the interceſſion 
of my Mother too, had a ſecond Return of ſome Goods 
from my Brother, as J nom call him, in Virginia, to 
We vp che Damage of the Cargo I brought away with 

; | mc, 
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me, and this too was upon the Condition of my ſealing 


a general Releaſe to him, and to ſend it him by his Cor. 
reſpondent at Briſtol, which though I thought hard of, yet 
J was obliged to promiſe to do: However, I managed 
ſo well in this Caſe, that I got my Goods away before 
the Releaſe was ſign d, and then I always found ſome- 
thing or other to ſay to evade the thing, and to put oft 

the ſigning it at all; till at length I pretended | muſt 

write to my Brother, and have his Anſwer before I could 


do it. 


1 had truſted it, broke, ſo I loſt 70 /, of my Money, the 


Man's Compoſition not making above 30 J. out of his 


100 J. I had alittle Plate, but not much, and was well 
enough ſtock'd with Clothes and Linnen. G 

With this Stock I had the World to begin again ; but 
you are to conſider that I was not now the fame Woman 
as when I liv'd at Redrif; for firſt of all I was near 20 
Years older, and did not look the better for my Age, nor 
for my Rambles-to Virginia and back again; and tho' I 
omitted nothing that might ſet me out to Ad vantage, ex- 
cept Painting, for that I never ſtoop'd to, and had Pride 
enough to think I did not want it, yet there would be 
always ſome Difference ſeen between Five and Twenty, 
and Two and Forty 

I caſt about innumerable Ways for my future State of 
Life, and began to conſider very ſeriouſly what 1 ſhould 
do, tut nothing offer'd ; I took Care to make the World 
take me for ſomething more than I was, and had it given 


out that I was a Fortune, and that my Eſtate was in my 


own Hands, the laſt of which was very true, the firit of 
it was as above: I had noAcquaintance, which was one of 
my worſt Misfortunes, and the Conſequence of that was, 
I had no Adviſer, at leaſt who could adviſe and aſſiſt to- 
gether; and above all, I had no Body to whom I could 
in Confidence commit the Se: ret of my Circumſtances 

, and could depend upon tor their Secreſy and Fidelity 


Including this Recruit, and before I got the laſt 50 . 
I found my Strength to amount, put all together, to a- 
bout 4000 /, ſo that with that I had above 450 /. 1 had 
ſav'd above 100 J. more, but I met with a Diſaſter with 
that, which was this; that a Goldſmith, in whoſe Hands 
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ind 1 found by Experience, that to be friendlefs is the 


—_— am; 5c: 4 R 


worſt Condition, next to being in Want, that a Woman 
can be reduced to; 1 ſay a Woman, becaule tis evident 
Men can be their own Adviſers, and their own Directors, 
and know how to work themſelves out of Difficulties and 
into Buſineſs better than Women: but if a Woman has 
no Friend to communicate her Affairs to, and to adviſe 


and aſſiſt her, is ten to one but ſhe is undone ; nay, 


and the more Money ſhe has, the more Danger ſhe is in 
of being wrong'd and deceived; and this was my Caſe 
in che Affair of the Hundred Pound which I left in the 
Hand of the Goldſmith, as above, whoſe Credit, it ſeems, 
was upon the Ebb before, but I that had no Knowledge of 
Things, and no Body to conſult with, knew nothing. of 
it, and ſo loſt my Money. 

In the next place, when a Woman is thus left deſolate 
and void of Counc'l, ſhe is juſt like a Fs of Money, or & 
Jewel dropt on the Highway, which is a Prey to the 
next Comer ; if a Man of Virtue and upright Principles. 
happens to find it, he will have it cried, andthe Owner 
may come to hear of it again; but how many times ſhall 
ſuch a thing fall into Hands that will make no Scruple of 
ſeizing it for their own, to once that it ſhall come into 
good Hands. | 

This was eyidently my Caſe, for I was now a leoſe un- 
guided Cteature, and had no Help, no Aſſiſtance, no 
Guide for my Conduct: I knew what I aim'd at, and 
what I wanted, but knew nothing how to purſue the 
End hy direct means; I wanted to be placed in a ſettled 
Slate of living, and had I happen'd to meet with a ſober 
kood Huſband, I ſhould have been as faithful and true a 
We to him as Virtue it (elf could have form'd.: If L 
tad been otherwiſe, the Vice came in at the Door of Ne- 
ceſity, not at the Door of Inclination; and I underſtood 


o well, by the Want of it, what the Value of a ſeitled 


Life was, to do any thing to forfeit the Felicity of it;. 
ray, I ſhould have made the better Wife for all the Dif- 
hculties I had pafs'd thro” by a. great deal; nor did I in 
any of the Times that I had been a Wife, give my Haſ- 
bands the leaſt Uneaſineſs on Account of my, Beha- 


viour. 


But 
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But all this was nothing; I found no encouraging prof. 
pect; I waited, I Iiv'd regularly, and with as much (ru 
gallity as becatrie my Circumſtances, but nothing ofter'd; 
nothing preſented, and the main Stock waſted apace; What 
to do I knew not, the Terror of approaching Poverty 7 


— 


hard upon my Spirits : I had ſome Money, but where tg 
place it I knew not, nor would the Intereſt of it maintain 
me, at leaſt not in London. . | 1 
At length a new Scene open'd: There was in the 
Houie where I lodg'd, a North-Country Woman that 
went for « Gentlewoman, and nothing was more frequent 
in her Diſcourſe, than her Account of the Cheapnets of 
Proviſions, and the eaſy Way of living in her County ; 
how plentiful and how cheap every thing was, what good 
Company they kept, and the like; till at laſt I told ber 
the almoſt tempted me to go and live in her County; for 
T that was a Widow, tho I had fufficient to live on, yet 
had no Way of increaſing it, and that London was an ex- 
penſive and extravagant Place; that I found I could not 
ive here under a Hundred Pound a Year, unleſs I kept no 
Company, no Servant, made no Appearance, and buried 
my ſelf in Privacy, as if I was obliged to it by Ne- 
ceſſity. i F 
I ſhould have obſerv'd, that ſhe was always made :0 
believe, as every Body elſe was, that I wax agreat For- 
tune, or at leaſt that I had three or four Thoi ap Pounds, 
if not more, and all in my own Hands; and ſhe was 
mighty fweet upon me when ſhe thought me inclin'd in 
the leaſt to go into her Country; ſhe ſaid ſhe had a 
Siſter liv'd near Liverpool, that her Brother was a conſide- 
rable Gentleman there, and had a great Eilate alſo in Fe- 
4 land; that ſhe would go down there in about two Months, 
1 and if I would give her my Company thither, I ſhould be a. 
„ welcome as herſelf ſor a Month or more as I pleas d, till [ 


2 


. 
3 
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43 ſhould ſee how I lik'd the Country; and if I thought fit 
£7 . to live there, ſhe would undertake they would take care, 

þ 10 | tho they did not entertain Lodgers themſelves, they 

14. would recommend me to ſome agreeable Family, where 

A I ſhould be placed to my Content. 

1% If this Woman had known my real Circumſtances, ſhe 
ö | would never have laid ſo many Snares, and taken {o many 
4; 


weary 
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weary Steps to catch a poor de ſolate Creature that was 


W -00d for little when it was caught; and indeed I, whole 


Caſe was almoſt deſperate, and thought I could not be 
much worſe, was not very anxious of what might be- 
fal me, provided they did me no perſonal injury; ſo J 
ſuffered my ſelf, tho' not without a great deal of invita- 
tion, and great Profeſſions of ſincere Friendſhip and real 


4 EKindneß; I ſay I fuffer'd my ſelf to be prevailed upon to 


go with her, and accordingly put my ſelf in a Poſture for 
a Journey, tho? I did not abſolutely know whither I was 
to 20. | 

And now I found my ſelf in great Diltreſs ; what little 
T had in the World was all in Money, except as before, 
a little Plate, ſome Linnen, and my Cloaths; as for Houſ- 
hold-Stuff I had little or none, for I had liv'd always in 
Lodgings 3 but I had not one Friend in the World with 
whom to truſt that little I had, or to direct me how to 
diſpoſe of it, and this perplex'd me Night and Day ; I 
thought of the Bank, and of the other Companies in Lon- 
don, but I had no Friend to commit the Management of 
it to, and to keep and carry about with me Bank-Bills, 
Talleys, Orders, and ſuch things, I lookd upon it as. 
unſafe ; that if they were loſt, my Money was loſt, and 
then I was undone; and on the other hand I might be 
robb'd, and perhaps murder'd in a ſtrange place for 
them; this perplex'd me ſtrangely, and what to do I 
knew not. | 

Ir came in my Thoughts one Morning that I would go 
to the Bank my ſelf, where I had often been to receive the 
Intereſt of ſome Bills I had, which had Intereſt payable on 
them, and where I had found the Clerk, to whom I ap- 
Ply'd my ſelf, very honeſt and juſt to me, and particular- 
ly ſo fair one time, that when I had miſctold my Mo- 
ney, and taken leſs than my Due, and was coming away, 
he {et me to rights, and gave me the reſt, which he might 
have put into his own Pocket, 

I went to him, and repreſented my Caſe very plainly, 
and ad him if he would trouble himſelf to be my Adviſer, 
who was a poor friendlejs Widow, and knew not what to do. 
He told me, if I deſired any thing within the reach of his 
Bulineſs, he wow'd do his Endeavour that I ſhould not be 

wrong'd 
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does it as an Ad of Charity. 


| it, and his Chrracter as I heard afterwards, was cvery 


wrong'd, but that he would alſo help me to a good ſober 
Perſon, who was a grave Man of his Acquaintance, wha 
was a Clerk in ſuch Buſineſs too, tho” not in their Houſe, 
whoſe * was good, and whoſe Honeſty [ 
might depend upon, for, added he, I will anſtoer for 
bim, and for every Step he takes ; if be wrongs you, Ma- 
dam, of one Farthing,. it ſhall tye at my Door, I will mk: 
it good; and he delights to afiff People in ſuch Caſes, ts 
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I was a little at a Stand at this Diſcourſe, but after ſome 
Pauſe I told him, I had rather have depended upon him, 
becauſe I had found him honeſt, but if that could not be, 
I would take his Recommendation ſooner than any ones 
elle; J dare ſay, Madam, ſays he, that you will be as n 
well ſatiq) d with my Friend as with me, and he is the” n 
roughly able to A you, which I am not; it ſeems he had 
his-Hands full of the Buſineſs of the Bank, and had en- 
gaged to meddle with no other Buſineſs than that of his 
Office, which I heard afterwards, but did not underſtand 
then : He added, that his Friend ſhould take nothing of 
me for his Advice or Aſſiſtance, and this indeed encou- 
raged me very much. 

He appointed the ſame Evening after the Bank was 
ſhut, and Bufineſs. over, for me to meet him and his 
Friend; and indeed as ſoon as I faw his Friend, and he 
began to talk of the Affair, I was fully ſatisfied that I had 
a very honeſt Man to deal with, his Countenance ſpoke 
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where ſo good, chat I had no room for any more doubts 
upon me. 

After the firſt meeting, in which J only ſa id what! 
had faia before, we parted, and he appointed me to come 
the next Day to him, telling me, 1 might in the mean 
time ſacisſie myſelf of him by enquiry, which however 
— not how well to do, having no Acquaintance my 
elf. 

Accordingly I met kim the next Day, when J entered 
more freely with him into my Caſe, I told bim my Cir— 
cumſtances at large, that I was a Widow come over from 
America, perieftiy deſolate and Friendleſs; that I had 3 
lictle Money, and but a little, and was almoſt — 
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WE: Fear of loſing it, having no Friend in the World ts 
1 ruſt with the Management of it; that I was going to the 


ſe, Worth of Exland to live cheap, that my ſtock might not 
Ine; that 1 would willingly Lodge my money iu the 


a, but that I durſt not carry the Bllls about me, and 
ie like, as above; and how to Correſpond about it, or 
42 with who, I knew not. : 
le iold me he might lodge the Money in che Bank as an 
account, and its being entered in the Books would entitle 
ne ie io che money at any time, and if I was in the North I 
Nieht draw Bills on the Caſhize and receive it when 1 
vould ; but that then it would be eſteem'd as running 
aſh, and the Bank would give no Intereſt for it; chat I 
night buy Stock with it, and ſo it would lye in Store for 
ne, but that then if I wanted to diſpole of it, I muſt 
dme up to Town on purpoſe to Transfer it, and even it 
vould be with difficulty 1 ſhould have the half Yearly Di- 
dend, unleſs I was here in Perſon, or had ſome Friend 
could truſt with having the Stock in his Name to do it 
or me, and that would have the ſame difhculty in it as 
belore; and with that he look'd hard at me and /milPd a 
ittle; at laſt, ſays he, why do you not get a head Steu- 
Wc, Madam, that may take you and your Money toge- 
her into keeping, and then you would have the trouble 
zen off of your Hands? Ay, Sir, and the Money too 
may be, /aid I, for truly I find the h azard that way is 
much as 'tis Father way ; bat I remember, I /aid, fecretly 
3 wy elf, 1 with you would af me the Queſtion fairly, 
wou'd conſider very ſerioufly on it before I {aid NO. 
He went on a good way with me, and I thought«.ace or 
wier he was in earneſt, but to my real Affliction, I found 
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ne i laſt he had a Wiſe; but when he own'd he had a Wiſe 
an e ſhook his Head, and fairl with ſome concern, that in- 
er 
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ee he bad a Mie, and #9 Wie: I began to think he 
been in the Condition of my late Lover, and that his 
ie had been Diſtemper'd or Lunatick, or ſome ſechthings 
lowever, we had not much more Diſcourſe at that time, 
ut he told me he was in too much hurry of buſineſs then, 
WP: thai if 1 would come to his Houle after their Buſineſs 
orer, he would by that time conſider what might be 
We tor we, to put my Affairs in a Polturg of Security - 

M I told 
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I told him I would come, and deſir'd to know where tt 
lived: He gave me a Direction in Writing, and wha 
he gave it me he read it to me, and faid, there it Mi 
Madam, if you dare truſt yourſelf wich me: Yes, $8 
ſaid I, I believe I. may venture to truſt you with my {i 
for you have a Wife, you ſay, and I don't want a Huw 
band; beſides, I dare truſt you with my Money, wb 
is all I have in the World, and if that were gone, I ma 
truſt my ſelf any where. | 

He ſaid ſome Things in Jeſt that were very handſon:W 

and mannerly, and would have plead me very well iſ 
they had been in earneſt; but that paſs'd over; I tor 
the Directions, and appointed to attend him at his Hour if 
at ſeven a clock in the Evening. ä 

When I came, he made ſeveral Propoſals for my pM 
.cing my Money in the Baz#, in order to my having lv 
tereſt for it; but ſtill ſome Difficulty or other came in 
the Way, which he objected as not ſaſe; and I found 
ſuch a lincere difintereſted Honeſty in him, that I vega 
to mule with my ſelf, that I had certainly found the hs 
neit Man I wanted, and that I could never put my fel 
into better Hands; ſo | told him with a great deal dt 
Franknels, that I had never met with Man or Womat 
yet that I could truſt, or in whom I could think my {! 
ſa'e, but that I ſaw he was fo diſintereſtedly concerned 
for my Safety, that I ſaid I would freely truſt him wii 
the Management of that little 1 had, if he would accept 
to 2 Ste ward for a poor Widow that could give him 1 
Salary. 

He ſmil'd, and ſtanding up with great Reſpect ſaluted 
me; he told me he could not but take it very kind) 
that J had fo gcod an Opinion of him; that he would 10 
Ceceive me, that he would do any Thing in his Pove 
to ſerve me and expect no Salary ; but that he could 10 
by any Means accept of a Truft, that it might bring hin 

to be ſuſpected of Self-intereſt, and that if I ſhould die be 
might have Diſputes with my Executors, which he {10ud 
be very loth to encumber himſelſ with. 

I told him if thoſe were all his Obje&ions I would 
Hon remove them, and convince him that there was not 
the lealt room for any Difficulty ; for that firſt as i 

ſuſpect ig 
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aſpecting him, if ever J ſhould do it, now was the 
Time to ſu pect him, and not put the Truſt into his 
Hands; and whenever I did ſuſpect him, he could but 


Sit op then, and refuſe to go any farther: Then as 
{ell to Executors, I aftuted him I had no Heirs, nor any Re- 


Jations in England, and I would have neither Het.s or 
Ex-cutors but himſelf, unl' ſs 1 ſhould alter my Condition 
before I died, and then his Truſt and Tronble ſhould 
ceaſe together, which however I had no ProſpeQ of ye! 3 


on! but I tcl] him if ] died as | was, it ſhould be all his ow d, 
|, if and he wev]d deferve it by being ſo faithful to me as 1 
to0k was /ati-hed he would be. 
our He chang'd his Countenance at this Diſcourſe, and 
a kd me how I came to have ſo much Good-will for 
P him? and looking very much pleas'd, faid, he might ve- 
If ry lawful'y wiſh he was a fingle Man for my Sake; I 
i ſmil's and told him, that as he was not, my Offer could 
und have no Deſign upon him in it, and to wiſh, as he did, 
gu — 85 not to be allowed, for it was criminal to his 
lle. 


He told me I was wrong; for, ſays he, Madam, 3 
I /aid before, I have a Wiſe and no Wife, and 'twould 


Nat be no Sin to me to wiſh her hang'd, if that were all: x 
ſel know nothing of your Circumſtances that Way, Sir, faid 
ned JJ; but it cannot be innocent to wiſh your Wife dead: I 
"10 tell you, ſays he again, ſhe is a Wife and no Wife; you 
ept don't know what I am, or what ſhe is. 


That's true, ſaid I, Sir, I do not know what you are, 
but I believe you to be an honeſt Man, and that's the 
Cauſe of all my Confidence in you. 

Well, well, ſays he, and ſo I am, I hope, too; but L 
am ſomething elſe too, Madam; for to be plain with you, 
I am a Cucko/d, and ſhe is a Whore ; he ſpoke it in a kind 
of Jeſt, but it was with ſuch an awkward Smile, that L 
perceiv'd it was what ſtuck very cloſe to him, and he 


be loo d diſmally when he ſaid it. 

uid That alters the Caſe indeed, Sir, faid J, as to that 
Part you were ſpeaking of ; but a Cuckold you know may 

1d be an honeſt Man, it does not alter that Caſe at all; be- 

0 fides I think, ſaid I, ſince your Wife is fo diſhoneſt to 

or M 2 you,, 
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you, you are too honeſt to her to own her for your Wiſes 
but that, /d I, is what J have nothing to de with - | 
Nay, ſays he, I do think to clear my Hands of her; 
for to be plain with you, Madam, added he, I am no MW 
eontented Cuckold neither: On the other Hand, I affure 
you it provokes me to the higheſt Degree, but 1 
can't help my ſelf; ſhe that will be a Whore, will be 
a Whore. 4 
1 wav'd the Diſcourſe, and began to talk of my Bui. 
neſs, but I found he could not have done with it, ſol let 
him alone, and he went on to tell me all the Circum- “ 


the mean time by an Officer of the Army; and that when 
he came to England, and, upon her Submiſſion, took her 
again, and maintain'd her very well, yet ſhe run away 
from him with a Linnen-Draper's Apprentice, robb'd 
him of what ſhe could come at, and continued to live 
from bim ftill; ſo that Madam, ſays he, ſhe is a Whore 
not by Neceſſity, which is the common Bait of your Sex, 
but by inclination, and for the Sake of the. Vice it- 
lf. 

Well, I pitied him, and wiſh'd him well rid of her, 
and ſtill would have talk'd of my Bufineſs, but 1t would 
not do ; at laſt he looks ſteadily at me, Jook you, Madam, 
ſays he, you came to ask Advice of me, and I will ſerve 
you as faithfully as if you were my own Siſter ; but | 
malt turn the Tables, ſince you oblige me to do it, and 
are ſo friendly to me, and I think I muſt ask Advice of 
you; Tell me what muſt a poor abus'd Fellow do with 
0 * What can 1 do to do my ſelf Juſtice upon 
Alas, Sir, ſays I, 'tis a Cale too nice for me to adviſe 
in, but it ſeems ſhe has run away from you, ſo you are 
rid of her fairly; what can you deſire more? Ay, ſhe 
5 gone indeed, faid he, hut 1 am not clear of her for all 

ar. | 

That's true, ſays I, ſhe may indeed run you into Debt, 
but the Law has furniſhed you with Methods to prevent 
chat alſo, you may cry her down, as they call it, 
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ſtances of his Cale, too long to relate here, particularly, W 
that having been out of Erg/and ſome time before he 
eame to the Poſt he was in, ſhe had had two Children m 
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No, no, ſays he, that is not the Caſe neither, I have 
taken Care of all that; 'tis not that Part that I ſpeak of 3 


; 0 bat would be rid of her ſo that I might marry a- 


ain. | 
4 Well, Sir, ſays I, then you muſt Divorce her; if you 
can prove what you ſay, you may certainly get that done 
and then I ſuppoſe you are free. 

That's yery tedious and expenſive, ſays he. 

Why, fays I, if you can get any Woman you like to 
take your Word, I ſuppoſe your Wife would not ditpute. 
the Liberty with you that ſhe takes herſelf. 

Av, fays he, but 'twou'd be hard to bring an honeſt 
Woman to do that; and for the other fort, ſays he, I 
have enough of her to meddle again with any more 
Whores. 

It occurr'd to me preſently, I would have taken your 
Word with all my Heart, if you had but asd me the 
Queſtion, but that was to myſelf; to him I reply'd, why, 
you ſhut the Door againſt any honeſt Woman accepting 
you, for you condemn all that ſhouid venture upon you 
at once, and conclude, that really a Woman that takes 
you now, can't be honeſt. 

Why, ſays he, I wiſh you would fatisfy me that an 
honelt Woman would take me, I'd venture it; and then 
turns ſhort upon me, Will you take me, Madam? 

That's not a fair Queſtion, ſays I, after what you have: 
faid ; however, leaſt you ſhould think I wait only for a 
Recantation of it, I ſhall anſwer you plainly, No, not I; 
my Buſineſs is of another Kind with you, and I did not 
expect you would have turn'd my ſerious Application to 
you in my own diſtracted Caſe into a Comedy. 

Why, Xladam, ſays he, my Caſe is as diſtracted as 
yours can be, aud I ſtand in as much need of Advice as 
you do; for | think if I have not Relief ſomewhere, I 
ſha! be mad my ſelf, and I know not what Courſe to take, 
] proteit to you, 

Why, Sir, /ays 1, "tis eaſy to give Advice in your caſe, 
much eaſter than it is in mine? ſpeak then, /ays he, I 
beg of you, for now you encourage me; 


M 3 Why 
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Why, ſays J. if your Caſe is ſo plain as you ſay it is, 
you may be legally divorc'd, and then you may find ho- 
nefl Women enough to ask the Queſtion of fairly; the 
Sex is not ſo ſcarce that you can want a Wife. 
Well then, /aid he, I am in earneſt, I'll take your Ad. 


hand. | 
Any Queſtion, /aid 7, but that you did before. 


No, that Anſwer will not do /aid Be, for, in ſhort, 4 


that is the Queſtion 1 ſhall ask. 
You may ask what Queſtions you pleaſe, but you have 


| my Anſwer to that already, ſaid J; beſides, . Sir, / ad 1, 


can you think ſo ill of me as that I would give any An- 
ſwer to ſuch a Queſtion before-hand ?* Can any Woman 
alive believe you in earneſt, or think you deſign any thing 
but to banter her? 

Well, well, ſays he, I do not banter you, I am in 

earneſt, conſider of it. | 

But, Sir, /ays J. a little gravely, T-came to you about 

my own Buſineſs, I beg of you let me know what you 
will adviſe me to do? 

I will be prepared, /ays he, againſt you come again. 

Nay, Jays J, you have forbid my coming any more. 

Why ſo, /aid he, and look'd a little ſurpriz'd ? 
Becauie, ſaid I, you can't expect I ſhould vifit you on 

the Account you talk of. | 

Well, h he, you ſhall, promiſe me to come again 

however, and 1 wil] not ſay any more of it till I have 
gotten the Divorce, but I deſire you will prepare to be 
better condition'd when that's done, for you ſhall be the 
Woman, or I will not be Divorc'd at all: Why I owe 
it to your unlooked for Kindneſs, if it were to nothing 
elſe, but I have other Reaſons too. 

He could not have faid any thing in the World that 
leaſed me better; however, I knew that the Way 10 
cure him was to ſtand off while the thing was ſo remote 

as it appear'd to be, and that it was time enough to accept 
of it when he was able to perform it; fo I ſaid very re- 
ſpectfully to him, it was time enough to conſider of 
theſe things, when he was in a Condition to talk of 
them; in the mean time I told him, I was going a 

great 


vice, bit ſhall I ack you one Queſtion ſeriouſly before. I 
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great Way from him, and he would find Objects enough 
to pleaſe him better: We broke. off here for the preſent, 
and he made me promiſe him to come again the next Day, 
for his Reſolutions upon my own Buſineſs, which after 
d.  fome prefling I did; tho' had he ſeen farther into me, 
e- 1 wanted no prefling on that Account: 

| I came the next Evening accordingly, and brought my 
Maid with me, to let him ſee that I kept a Maid, but I 
t, cent her away, as ſoon as I was gone in: He would have 
had me let the Maid have ſtaid, but I: would not, but 


e order d her aloud:to come for me again about Nine a Clock, 
, bat he forbid that, and told me he would ſee me fafe 
-Home, which by the way I was not very well pleasd 
n SS with, ſuppoſing he might do that to know where I liv'd, 


2 and enquire into my Character, and Circumſtances : 
= However, I ventur'd that, for all that the People there, 


1 or thereabout knew of me, was to my Advantage ; and 
an the Charafte: he had of me, after he had enquir'd, 
t was that I was a Woman of Fortune, and that I was a very 


modeſt, ſober Body ; which whether true or not in the 
main, yet you may ſee how neceſſary it is, for all Wo- 
men who expect any thing in the World, to perſerve the 
Character of their Virtue, even when pechaps they may 
have facrific'd the Thing itſelf. 

I found, and was not a little pleas d with it, that he had 
provided a Supper for me: I found allo he liv'd very 
hand ſomely, and had a Houſe very handſomely furniſh'd, 
all which I was rejoyc'd at indeed, for I look d upon it as 
all my own, 

We had now a ſecond Conference upon the Subject 
Matter of the laſt Conference: He laid his Buſineſs very 
Home indeed; he proteſted his Affection to me, and in- 
deed I had no room to doubt it; he declar'd that it be- 
gan from the firſt Moment J talk'd with him, and long 
before I had mention'd leaving my Effects with him; 'tis 
no matter when it begun, thought: J. if it will but hold, 


"twill be well enough: He then told me, how much the 
Offer I had made of truſting him with my Effects, and 
leaving them to him, had engag'd him; fo I intended it- 
thould, thought I, but then I thought you had been a ſin- 
die Man too: After we had Supp'd, I obſerv'd he preſs'd 

me 
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me very hard to drink two or _ Glaſſes of Wine, 
which however I declin'd ; but drank one Glaſs or two. 
He then told me he had a Propoial to make to me, which 
I ſhould promiſe him I would not take ill if I ſhould not 
grant it: I told him I hop'd he would make no diſho- 
nourable Propolal to me, eſpecially in his own Houſe, 
and that if it was ſuch, I defir'd he would not propoſe i, 
that I might not be oblig'd to offer any Reſentment to 
him, that did not become the Reſpect J profek'd for him, 
and the Truſt I had plac'd in him, in coming to his 

Houſe; and begg'd of him he would give me leave to g0 

away, and accordingly began to put on my Gloves, and 

prepare to be gone, tho” at the ſame time I no more in- 

tended it, than he intended to let me. 

Well, he importun'd me not to talk of going, he al 

ſur'd me he had no diſhonourable thing in his Thoughts 

about me, and was very far from offering any thing to 

me that was diſhonourable, and if I thought ſo, he would 

chuſe to ſay no more of it. 

That part I did not reliſh at all; I told him, I was rea- 
dy to hear any thing that he had to ſay, depending that 
he would ſay nothing unworthy of himſelf, or unfit for 
me to hear; upon this, he told me his Propofal was this, 
That I would marry him, tho' he. had not yet obtain'd 
the Divorce from the Whore his Wife; and to fatishe me 
that he meant honourably, he would promiſe not to de- 
fire me to live with him, or go to Bed to him till the Di— 
vorce was obtain'd: My Heart ſaid Yes to this Offer at 
firftWord, but it was neceſſary to play ' heHypocrite a little 
more with him; ſo l {cem'd to decline the Motion with 
ſome Warmth, and beſides a little Condemning the 
thing as unfair, told him, that ſuch a Propoſal could be 
of no Signification, but to entangle us both in great Dif- 
ficulties ; for if he ſhould not at laſt obtain the Divorce, 
yet we could not diſſolve the Marriage, neither could we 
proceed in it; ſo that if he was dilappointed in the Di. 
vorce, I left him to conſider what a Condition we ſhould 
both be in. 

In ſhort, I carried on the Argument againſt this ſo far, 
that I convinc'd him, it was not a Propoſal that had any 
Seuſe in it: Well then he went from it to another, 2 
that 
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that was, that I would ſign and ſeal a Contract with him, 
conditioning to marry him as ſoon as the Divorce was ob- 
tain'd, and to be reid if he could not obtain it. 

I told him ſuch a thing was more Rational than the o- 
ther; but as this was the firſt time that ever I could ima- 
pine him weak enough to be in earneſt in this Affair, I 
did not uſe to ſay Ves af firſt aſking, I would conſider ot it. 

I play'd with this Lover, as an Angler does with a 
Trout: I found I had him fait on the Hook, ſo I jeſted 
with his new Propoſal; and put him off: I told him he 
knew little of me, and bade him enquire about me; J 
Jet him allo go Home with me to my Lodging, tho I 
would not aſk him to go in, for I told him it was not 
decent, | 

In ſhort, J ventur'd to avoid Signing a Contract of 
Marriage, and the Reaſon why J did it, was becauſe the 
Lady that had invited me ſo earneſtly to go with her into 
Larcaſbire inſiſted fo poſitively upon it, and promiſed me 
ſuch great Fortunes, and ſuch fine things there, that I 
was tempted to go and try; perhaps /aid IJ. 1 may mend 
ſelf very much, and then I made no ſeruple in my 
Thoughts, of quitting my honeſt Citizen, who I was 
not ſo much in Love with, as not to leave him for a. 
Richer, ' | 

In a Word I avoideq a Contract; bat told him I 
would go into the North, that he ſhould know where to 
write to me by the Conſequence of the Buſineſs I had en- 
trutted with him, that I would give him a ſufficient 
Pledge of my Reſpect for him; ſor 1 would leave almoſt 
all I had in the 8 in his Hands; and I would thus 
far give him my Word, that as ſoon as he had ſu'd out a 
Divorce from his firſt Wife, if he would fend me an Ace- 
count of it, I would come up to Londen, and that then we 
would talk'd ſeriouſly of the Matter. 

It was a baſe Deſign I went with that I muſt confeſs, 
tho' I was invited thither with a Deſign much worſe⸗ 
than mine was, as the Sequel will diſcover ; well I went 
with my Friend, as I call her, into Lancaſpire; all the 
way we went ſhe Careſſed me wich the utmoſt appear- 
ance of a fincere undiſſembled Affection treated me, ex- 
cept my Coach hire all the way ;, and her Brot her 

| brought 
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broughta Gentleman's Coach to Warrington, to receive us, 
and we were carried from thence to Liverpool with as 
much Ceremony as I could deſire: We were alſo enter- 
tain'd at a Merchant's Houſe in Lizerpoo/ three or ſou Days 
very handſomely : ] forbear to tell his Name, becauſe of 
what follow'd ; then ſhe told me ſhe would carry me to 
an Uncle's Houſe of hers, where we ſhould be nobly en- 
tertained: She did ſo; her Uncle, as ſhe call'd him, 
ſent a Coach and four Horles for ue, and we were carried 
near forty Miles, I know not whither. 
We came however to a Gentleman's Sat, where waz 
a numerous Family, a large Paik, extraordinary Com— 
py indeed, and where ſhe was cail'd Couſin; I told 
er if ſhe had reſolved to bring me into ſuch Company as 
this, ſhe ſhould have let me have prepared myſelf, and 
have furniſh'd my ſelf with better Cloaths; the Ladies 
took notice of that, and told me very genteely, they did. 
not value People in their Country ſo much by their 
C loaths, as they did in London; that their Couſin had 
fully inſorm'd them of my Quality, and that I did 
not want Clothes to ſet me off; im ſhort, they enter- 
tain'd me not like what I was, but like what they thought 
I had been, Namely, a. Widow Lady of a great For- 
tune, 

The firſt Diſcovery I made here was, that the Family 
were all Roman Catho/icks, and the Couſin too, who [ 
cail'd my Friend; however, I mu# ſay, that nothing in 
the World could behave better to me; and I hed all the 
Civility ſhown me that I could have had, if I had been 
of their Opinion: The Truth is, I had not ſo much 
Principle of any kind, as to be Nice in Point of Religion; 
and I preſently Jearn'd to {peak favourably of the Rem 
Church; particularly I told them I faw little, but the pie- 
Jjudice of Education in all the Difterences that were amor g 
Chriſtians about Religion, and if it had ſo happen'd that 
my Father had been a Roman Catholich, T doubted not 
but I ſhould have been as well pleas d with their Religion 
as my Own. » 

This oblig'd them in the higheſt Degree, and as I was 
beſieg d Day and Night with good Company, and plea- 
fant Diſcourſe, ſo I had two or three old Ladies that lay: 

at 
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at me upon the Subject of Religion, too; I was ſo Com 
Plailant that tho I would not compleatly engage, yet I 
made no ſeruple to be prelent at their Mals, and to con- 
form to all their Geſtures as they ſhew'd me the Pattern, 
but J would not come too cheap; fo that I only in the 
main encourag'd them to expect that I would turn Reman 
Catholict, if J was inſtructed in the Catho/ick DoFrine as 
they call'd it, and fo the matter reſted. . 

I ſtay'd here about fix Weeks; and then my Conduc- 
tor led me back to a Country Village, about fix Miles 
om Liverpool, where her Brother, (as ſhe call'd him) 
came to Viſit me in his own Chariot, and in a very good 
F igure, with two Foo:men in a good Livery ; and the 
next thing was to make Love to me: As it had happen'd 
to me, one would think I could not have been cheated, 
and indeed I thought ſo myſelt, having a ſaſe Card at home, 
which I reſolv'd not to quit, unleſs, I could mend my- 
ſeit very much: However in all appearance this Brother 
was a Match worth my littening to, and the leaſt his E- 
fate was valued at, was 1000 J. a Year, but the Sif- 
ter ſaid it was worth 1500 /, a Year, and lay moſt of it 
in Ireland. 

] that was a great Fortune, and paſ'd for ſuch, was a- 
bove being aſk*d how much my Eſtate was; and my falſe 
Friend taking it upon a fooliſh hereſay had raig'd it from 
520 J. to 5000 J. and by the time ſhe came into the 
Couniry ſhe call'd it 15000 J. the 1r;/oman, for ſuch I un- 
d:r!to6d him to bs, was ſtark mad at this Bait: In ſhort, he 
courted me, made me Preſents, and run in Debt like a mad 
Man for the Expences of his Equipage, and of his 
Couriſhip: He had to give him h's due, the Appearance 
of an extraordinary fine Gentleman; he was Tall, well 
Shap'd, and had an extraordinary Addreſs; talb'd as 
naturally of his Park, and his Stables; of his Horſes, his 
Game-Keepers, his Woods, his Tenants, and his Servants, 
a3 if we had been in the Manſion-Houſe, and I had ſeen 
them all about me. 

He never ſo much as aſk'd me about my Fortune, or 
Fine ; but aſſur'd me that when we came to Dublin he 
would Joynture me in 600 J. a Year geod Land; and 


- that 
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that he would enter into a Deed of Settlement, or Con” 
tract here, for the perſormance ot it. 

This was ſuch Language indeed as I had not been us'd 
to, and I was here beaten out of all my Meaſures; I had 
a ſhe Devil in my Boſom, every Hour telling me how 
great her Brother liv'd : One time ſhe would come for 
my Orders, how I would have my Coaches painted, and 
how lin'd ; and another time what Cloths my Page ſhould 
wear : In ſhort, my Eyes were dazzl'd, 1 had now loſt 
my Power of ſaying No, and to cut the Story ſhort, I 
conſented to be married ; but to be the more private we 
were carried farther into the Country, and married by a 
Romiſh Clergyman, which I was aſſur' d would marry 
us as effectually as a Church of England Parſon. 

I-camnot ſay, but I had ſome Reflections in this Affair, 
upon the diſhonourable torſaking my faithful- Citizen ; 
who lov'd me ſincerely, and who was endeavouring to 
quit himſelf of a ſcandalous Whore, by whom he had 
been indeed barbarouſly us'd, and promis'd himſelf infinite 
Happineſs in his new choice; which choice was now 
giving up her ſelf to another in a manner almoſt as ſcan- 
dalous as hers could be. 

But the glittering ſhow of a great Eſtate, and of fine 
Things, which the deceived Creature that was now my 
Deceiver repreſented every Hour to my Imagination, hur- 
ried me away, and gave me no time to think of London, 
or of any thing there, much leſs of the Obligation I had to 
a Perſon of infinitely more real Merit than what was 
now before me. 

But the thing was done, I was now in the Arms of my 
new Spouſe, who appear'd {till the ſame as before; great 
even to Magnificence, and nothing leſs than a Thouſand 
Pound a Year could ſupport the ordinary Equipage he ap- 

r'd in. | 

After we had been marry'd about a Month, he began to 
talk of my going to We/-Che/ter in order to embark for 
Treland. However, he did not hurry me, for we ſaid 
near three Weeks longer, and then he ſent to Che/ter for a 


Coach to meet us at the Black-Roch, as they call it, over- 


againſt Liver pool: Thither we went in a fine Boat they 
call a Pinnace, with ſix Oars, his Servants, and a 
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and B.ggage going in the Ferry Boat. He made his Ex - 
cuſe to me, that he had no Acquaintance at Cher, hut 
he would go before and get ſome Apartment for me ata 
private Houſe ; I aſk'd him how long we ſhould ſtay at 
Cheſter? he ſaid not at all, any longer than one Night or 
two, but he Would immediately hire a Coach to go io: I- 
bead; then I told him he ſnhould by no means give himſelf 
the trouble to get private Lodgings for one Night or two, 
for that Cheer being a great Place, I made no doubt but 
there would be very goed Inns and Accommodation e- 
nough; ſo we lodg'd at an Inn in the Weſt Street, not far 
from the Cathedral, I forget what Sign it was at. 

Here my Spouſe talking of my going to {re/arnd, aſkid 
me it I had no Affairs to ſettle at Landon before we went 
off; I told him no not of any Confequence, but what 
might be done as well by Letter from Dublin: Madam, 
fays he very reſpectfully, I ſuppoſe the greateſt part of 
your Eſtate, which my Siſter tells me is moſt of it in Mo- 
ney in the Bank of Zagland, lies ſecure enough, but in 
caſe it-requir'd Transferring, or any way altering its Pro- 
perty, it might be neceſſary to go up to Londer, and ſettle 
thoſe things before we went over. 

[ ſeemed to look ſtrange at it, and told him I knew not 
what he meant; that I had no Effects in, the Bank of Exg- 
land that I knew of; and I hoped he could not ſay that 
I had ever told him I had: No, no he faid, I had not told 
him ſo, but his Siſter had faid the greatett--part of my E 
fate lay there, and I only mention d it my Dear, ald he, 
that if there was uny occa/ion to ſetile it, or order any thing 
abut it, wwe might not be oblig d. ts the hazard and trouble of 
another Voyage back again, for he added, that he did not 
ca e to venture me too much upon the Sea. 

| was ſurpriz'd at this talk, and began to conſider very 
kriouſly, what the meaning of it muſt be? and it preſent- 
ly occurr'd:t9 me that my Friend, who cali'd him Brother, 
had repreſented me in Colours which were not my dues 
and I thought ſince it was come to that pitch, thatT would 
kao the bottom of it before I went out of England, and 
before I ſhould put my ſelf into 1 knew not whoſe Hands, 
in a ſtrange Country. | 
Upon this I call'd his Siſter into my Chamber the nee 
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Morning, and letting her know the Diſcourſe her Brother 
and I had been upon, the Evening before, I conjur'd her 
to tell me, what ſhe had {aid to him, and upon what Foot 
it was that ſhe had made this Marriage? She own'd tha: 
the, told him that I was a great Fortune, and ſaid, that ſhe 
was told ſo at London: TJ fo, ſays J very warmly, did I 


ever tell you (0.2 No, ſhe ſaid, it was true I did not tel] 


her fo, but I faid ſeveral times, tha. what I had, was ia 


my own diſpoſal: I did fo, return d I very quickly and ha. 


Fily, but I rever told you I had any thing call'd a Fortune; 


no not that I had one Hundred Pounds, or the value of 


an Hundred Pound in the World; and how did it cor- 
Aft with my, being a Fortune, /aid J, that I ſhould come here 
into the North of England with you, only upon the ac- 
count of living cheap? At theſe wards which I ſpoke 
warm and ſigh'd, my Huſband, and her Brother as ſhe 
call'd him, came into the Room; and I deſfir'd him to 
come and fit do vn, for I had ſomething of moment to ſay 
before them bath, which it was ablolutely neceſlary he 
ſhould hear. | 
He look d a little diſturb'd at the aſſurance with which 
] teem's to ſpeak it, and came and fat down by me, har. 
ing firſt ſhut the Door; upon which J began, for I was 
very much provok'd, and turning my ſelf to him, I an 
afraid, ſays I, my Dear, for I ſpoke with kindneſs on hi 
fide, that you have a great abuſe put upon you, and an 


Inzury done you never to be repair'd in your marrying 


me, which however as J have had no hand in it, deſit 
J may be fairly acquitted of it; and that the blame may 
Jie where it ought to lie, and no where elſe, for I wall 
my Hands of every part of it. 

What Injury can be done me, my Dear, ſays he in mar 
rying you? I hepe it is to my Honour and Advantap: 
every Way; I will ſoon explain it to you, ſays J, and! 
Sar you will have no reaſon to think your ſelf well us; 
but I will convince you, 7 Dear /ays I again, that I hate 
had no hand in it, and there I ſtopp'd a while. 

He laok'd now ſcar'd and wild, and began, I .beliere, 
to ſuſpect what tullow'd ; however, looking tawards me, 
and ſay ing only go on, he ſat ſilent, as if te hear what! 
had more io ſay; fol went on; Iaſk'd you laſt New 
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faid I, ſpeaking to him, if ever I made any Boaſt to you 
of my Eilate, or ever told you I had any Eſtate in the 
Bank of England, or any where elſe, and you own'd [ 
had not, as is moſt true; and 1 deſire you will fell me 
here, before your Siſter, if ever J gave you any Reaſon 
from me to think ſo, or that ever we had any Diſcourſe 
about it, and he own'd again I had not; %, /aid, had 
appeared always as a Woman of Fortune, and he depend- 
ed on it that I was ſo, and hoped he was noi deceived. 1 
am not enquiring-yet whether you have been d-ccived or 
not, ſaid I, I fear you have, and I too; but I am clearing 
my ſelf from the unjuſt Charge of being concern'd in de- 
ceiving you. | 

I have been now aſking your Siſter if ever I told her 
of any Fortune or Eſtate I had, or gave her any Particu- 
hrs of it ; and ſhe owns I never did: And pray, Madam, 
ſaid I, turning my ſelf to ber, be ſo juſt to me, be- 
fore ygur Brother, to charge me, if you can, if ever I pre- 
tended to you that I had an Eſtate; and why, if I had, 
ſhould I come down into this Country with you- on pur- 
poſe to ſpare that little Thad, and live cheap? She could 
not deny one word, but ſaid ſhe had been told in Landon 
that I had a very great Fortune, arid that it lay in the 
Bank of England. 

And now, Dear Sir, ſaid I, turning my ſelf to my new _ 
Spor.ſe again, be ſo juſt to me as to tell me who has abu:'d 
both you and me ſo much, as to make you believe I was a 
Fortune, and prompt you to court me to this Marriage ? 
He cou'd not ſpeak a word, but pointed to her; and af- 
ter ſome more pauſe, flew out in the moſt furious Paſſion 
that ever I faw a Man in my Life; curſing her, and call- 
Ing her all theW hores and hard Names he could think of; 
and that ſhe had ruin'd him, declaring that ſhe had told 
him [ had Fifteen Thouſand Pounds, and that ſhe was to 
have Five Hundred Pounds of him for procuring 
this Match for him: He then added, directing his Speech 
to me, that ſhe was none of his Siſter, but Gag been his 
Whore for two Years before, that ſhe had had One Hun- 
cred Pound of him in part of this Bargain, and that he 
was utterly undone if things were as 1 ſaid; and in his 
raving be ſtare ke would let her Heart's Blood out imme- 
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diately, which frighted her and me too; /be cried, ſaid 
me had been told ſo in the Houle where I lodg'd ; but this 
aggravated. him more than before, that ſhe ſhould put fo. 
far upon him, and run things ſuch a length upon no other 
Authority than a. hear-ſay;..and then turning to me again, 
faid very honeſtly, he was afraid we were both undone ;* 
for to be plain, ny Dear, I have no Eſtate, ſays he, what 
liule I had, this Devil has made me run out in waiting on 
you, and putting me into this Equipage ; ſhe took the op- 
portunity of his being.earneſt in talking with me, and got 
out of the Room, and I never ſaw her more. 
was confounded now as much as he, and knew not what 
to ay: I thought many ways that I had the worſtof it, 
but his ſaying he was undone, and that he had no Eſtate 

neither, put me into a meer Diſtraction; why, /ays 1 60 
lim, this has been a he!liſh Juggle, for we were married 
here upan the foot of a double Fraud, you are undone by 
the Diſappointment it ſeems, and if I had had a For- 
tune ] had been cheated too, for you {ay you have nothing. 

You would indeed have been cheated, my Dear, /ays 
be, but you would not have been undone, for Fifteen 

Thouſand Pound would have maintain'd us both very 
handſomely in this Country; and I aſſure you, added be, 
I had reſolv'd to have dedicated every Groat of it to you; 
J would not have wrong d you of a Shilling, and the reſt 
I would have made up in my Affection to you, and Ten- 
derneſs of you as long as I liv'd. 

This was very honeſt indeed, and I really believe he 
ſroke as he intended, and that he was a Man that was as 
well qualified to make me happy, as to his Temper and 
Behaviour,, as any Man ever Mas: but his having no E- 
ſtate, and being run into Debt on this ridiculous account 
in the Country, made all the Proſpect diſmal and dread- 
—— and I knew not what to ſay, or what to think of my 

I told him it was very unhappy, that ſo much Love, 
a>+#anuch Good-natute, as ] diſcovered in him, ſhould 
be thus preci pita: ed into Miſery; that I ſaw nothing before 
us but Ruin, for as to me, it was my unhappineſs, that 
what little I had was not enough to felieve us a Week, and 


with that. I pull d out a Bank Bill of 20/. and eleven Gui- 


neas, 
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neas, which I told him I had ſaved out of my little Income; 
and that by the account that Creature had given me of 
the way of living in that Country I expected it would 
maintain me three or four Year ; that if it was taken away 
from me I was left deſtitute, and he knew what the Con- 
dition of a Woman among ſtrangers mult be, if ſhe had 
no Money in her Pocket ; however, I told him if he would 
take it, there it was. | 0 
He told me with a great concern, and I thought I ſaw _ 
Tears ſtand in his Eyes, that he would not touch it, that 
he abhorr'd the thoughts of Stripping me, and making me 
miſerable ; that un the contrary, he had Fifty Guineas 
left, which was all he had in the World, and he pull'd it 
out and threw it dawn on the Table, bidding me take it, 
tho? he were to ſtarve for want of it. | 
I return'd, with the ſame concern for him, that I could 
not bear to hear him talk ſo; that on the contrary, if he 
could propoſe any probable method of our living, I would 
do any thing that became me on my part, and that I would 
live as cloſe and as narrow as he cou'd defire. : 
He begg d of me to talk no more at that rate, for it would 
make him diſt racted; he ſaid he was bred a Gentleman, 
tho' he was reduced to a low Fortune: and that there was 
but one way left which he could think of and that would 
not do, unleſs I cou'd anſwer him one Queſtion, which 
however he ſaid he would not preſs me to; I told him I 
would anſwer it honeſtly, whether it would be to his Sa- 
tisſaction or no, that I could not tell. | 
Why then, my Dear, tell me plainly, /ays he, will the 
little you have keep us together in any Figure, or in any 
Station or Place, or will it not? 3 4 
It was my happineſs hitherto that I had not diſcoveted 
myſelf, or my Circumſtances at all; no not ſo much as 
my Name; and ſeeing there was nothing to be expected 
from him, however good Humoured, and however ho- 
neſt he {cem'd to be, but to live on what I knew would 
ſoon be waſted, I refolv'd to conceal xvery thing, but che 
Bank Bill, and the Eleven Guineas, which I own'd; and 
I would have been very glad to have loſt that, and have 
been ſet down where he took me up; I had indeed an- 
other Bank B:// about me of 300 which was the whole of 
1 what 
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what 1 brought with me, as well to ſubſiſt on in the 
Country, as not knowing what might offer; becauſe this 
Creature, the go- het uten that had thus bet ray d us both, 
had made me believe ſtrange. things of my Marrying to 
Advantage in the Cquntry, and I was not willing to be 
without Money whatever might happen. This Bill 1 
concealed, and that made me the freer of the reft, in Con · 
fderation ef his Circumſtances,” for J really piitied him 
heartily. 

Pots return to his. Queſtion, I told him I never wil. 
lingly deceiv'd him, and I never would: I was very ſor- 
ry to tell him that the little I had would not Subſiſt us; 
that it was not ſuflicient to ſubſiſt me alone in the South 
Country; and that this was the Reaſon that made me put 
my felt into the Hands of that Woman, who call'd him 
Þrother, ſhe having aſſur'd me that I might Board very 
hand ſomely at a Town calld Mant hoſt er, where I had 
not yet been, for about ſix Pound a Year, and my whole 
Income not being above 15 J. a Year, I thought I might 
Jive eaſy upon it, and wait for better things. | 

He ſhook hiSHead, remain'd 'Silent, and @ very melan- 
chollyEvening we had; however we ſupp'd and lay together 
that Night, and when he had almoſt fupp'd he look da little 
better and more chearful, ard call'd for a Bottle of Wine; 
came my Dear, ay he, tho the Caſe is bad, it is to no 
purpoſe to be dejected, come be as eaite as you can, I will - 
endeavour, to find out ſome way or other to live; if yco 
can but Subſiſt yourſelf, that is much better than nothing, 
I muſt try the World again; a Man ought to think like 
a Man: To be diſccurag'd, is to yield to the Misfartune ; 
with this he fi:l'd a Glaſs and Drank to me, holding my 
Hand, and preſfing it hard in his Hand all the while the 
Wine went down, and proteſting afterward his main con- 
cern was for me. 

It was really a truly gal 


lant Spirit he was of, and it was 


tze more grievous to me: Tis ſomething of Relief even 
to be undone by a Man of Honour, rather than by 2 
Scoùndꝛel; but here the greateſt Diſappointment was on 
bis de, for he had really ſpent a great deal of Money, 
deluded by this Madam the Procdteſs; and it was very.re- 
warkable en what poor Terms ſhe proceeded ; firſt the 
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e baſeneſs of the Creature herſelf is to be obſerv'd, who for 
3 the getting One Hundred Pound herſelf, could be con- 
„ tent co let him ſpend Three or Four more, tho” perhaps 
0 it was all he had in the World, and more than all; 
e when ſhe had not the leaſt Ground, more than a little - 
| Tea-Table Chat, to ſay that I had any Eſtate, or was a 
1 Fortune; or the like: It is true, the Deſign of deluding 
n a Woman of a Fortune, if I had been ſo, was baſe e- 
nough ; the putting the Face of great things upon poor 
. Circumſtances was a Fraud, and bad enough; but the 
r- Caſe a little differ'd too, and that in his Favour, for he 
Te was not a Rake that made a Trade to delude Women, 
2 and (as ſome have done) get ſix or ſeven Fortunes after 
at one another, and then rifle and run away from them; 
m but he was really a Gentleman, unſortunate and low, but 
ry had lived well; and tho' if J had had a Fortune I ſhould 
id have been enraged at the Slut for betraying me, yet 
le really for the Man, a Fortune would not have been ill 
ht beſtowed upon him, for he was a lovely Perſon indeed ; + 


of generous Principles, good Senſe, and of abundance of 
n- good Humour. 


er We had a great deal of cloſe Converſation that Night, 
le ſor we neither of us ſlept much; he-was as penitent for 
e, having put all theſe Cheats upon me as if it had been a | 
10 Felony, and that he was going to Execution; he offer'd | 
wu - me again every Shilling of the Money he had about him, 
00 ard ſaid he would go into the Army and ſeek the World 
g. far more, f 
ke | Ta#d bim, why he would be ſo unkind to carry me 
e into /reland, when I might ſuppoſe he could not have 
ny ſubſiſted me there? He took me in his Arms, my Dear, 
he ſaid he, depend upon it, I never defign'd to go to freland 
n- at all, much leſs to have carried you thither, but came 
hither to be out of the Obſervation of the People, wha 
25 had heard what I pretended to, and withal, that no Bo- 
en dy might aſk me for Money before I was furniſhed to 
' 2 ſupply them. 
on But where then, /i I, were we to have gone next? 
7 Why, my Dear, /aid he, I'll conſeſs the whole Scheme 
— to you as I had laid it; I purpoſed here to ask you ſome- 


ching about your Eſtate, as you ſes I did, and when you, 
g as 
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as I expected you would, had enter'd into ſome Account 


with me of the Particular, I would have made an Ex- 


cule to you, to have put off our Voyage to Ve- 
and for ſome Time, and to have gone firſt towards 
London. : 

Then, my Dear, ſaid be, J reſolv'd to have conſeſsod 
all the Circumſtances of my own Affairs to you, and let 
you know I had indeed made uſe of theſe Artifices to ob- 
- tain, your Conſent to marry me, but had now nothing to 
do but to ask your Pardon, and to tell you how abun- 
dantly, as I have ſaid before, I would erideavour to 
make you forget what was paſt, by the Felicity of the 
Days to come. 22 | 

Truly, ſaid J to him, I find you would ſoon have 
conquer'd me; and it is my Affliction now, that Iam 
not in a Condition to let you ſee how caſily I ſhould have 
been reconciled to you; and have paſe'd by all the Tricks 
you had put upon me, in Recompence of ſa much good 
Humour; but my Dear, /aid I, what can we do now? 
We are both undone, and what better are we for our 
being reconciled together, ſeeing we have nothing to 
live on. 

We propoſed a great many Thinge, but nothing 
could offer Where there is nothing to begin with; He 
begg'd me at laſt to talk no more of it, for be ſaid, I 
would break his Heart; ſo we talk'd of other things a 
little, till nt laſt he took a Huſband's Leave of me, and ſo 
we went to Sleep. | 

He roſe before me in the Morning, and indeed having 
lain awake almoſt all Night, I was very ſleepy, and lay 
till near Eleven o' Clock; in this time he took his Horſes, 
and three Servants, and all his Linnen and Baggage, and 
away he went, leaving à ſhort, but moving Letter for 
me on the Table, as follows: 


A. | 1 5 
* Ama Dog; I have abuſed you; but I have been 
& drawn in to do it by a baſe Creature, contrary to 
* my Principle, and the general Practice of my Life: 
Forgive me, my Dear, I ask you Pardon with the 
* greateſt Sincerity ; I am the moſt miſerable of Men, 

18 


jn having deluded you: I have been ſo happy to Poſſeſs 
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« you, and am now ſo wretched as to be forc'd to fly 
% from you: Forgive me my Dear; once more I ſay for- 
give me! I am not able to ſee you Ruin'd by me, and 
„ myſelf unable to Support you: Our. Marriage is no- 
« thing, 1 ſhall never be able to ſee you again; I here 
« diſcharge you from it; if you can Marry to your Ad- 
«© vantage do not decline it on my Account; 1 here ſwear 
« to you on my Faith, and on the Word of a Man of 
„% Honour, I will never diſturb your Repoſe it I ſhou'd- 
« know of it, which however is not likely: On the other 
Hand, if you ſhould not marry, and if good Fortune 
& ſhould befall me, it ſhall be all yours where ever you are. 

« I have put ſome of the Stock of Money I have left, 
« into your Pocket; take Places for your ſelf and your 
„Maid in the Stage- Coach, and go for London; I hope 
it will bear your Charges thither, without breaking into 
your own : Again I ſincerely aſs your Pardon, and, 
„ will do ſo, as often as I ſhall ever think of you. 


Adieu my Dear for Buer, 


Jam yours moſt Aęctionateſy. 
A. Za 


Nothing that ever beſel me in my Life ſunk ſo deep into 
my Heart as this Farewel: I reproached him a Thouſand 
times in my Thoughts for leaving me, for I would have 
zone with him through the-World, if I had beg'd my 
Bread. I felt in my Pocket, and there I found ten Gui- 
neas, his Gold Watch, and two little Rings, one a ſmall 
Diamond Ring, worth about fix Pound, and the other a 
plain Gold Ring. 

I fat me down and look'd upon theſe Things two Hours 
together, and ſcarce ſpoke a W ord, till my Maid inter- 
rupted me, by telling me my Dinner was ready: I eat 
dut little, and after Dinner I fell into a vehement Fit of 
crying, every now and then, calling him by his Name, 
which was James, O Femy! ſa id I, come back, come back, - 
I'll give you all I have; I'll beg, I'll ſtarve with you, 
aud thus I run Raving about the Room ſeveral times, and - 

then 
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then fat down between whiles, and then walking about as 
gin, call'd upon him to come back, and then cry'd again; 
and thus I pais'd the Afternoon ; till about ſeven a Clock, 
when it was near Dusk in the Evening, being Auguſt, when 
to my unſpeakable Surprize he comes back into the Inn, but 
without a Servant, and comes directly up into my Chamber. 
I was in the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, and ſo was 
he too: I could not imagine what ſhould be the Occaſion 
of it; and-began-to'be at odds with my ſelf whether to 
be glad or forry ; but my Affection byaſꝰd all the reft, and 
it was impoſſible to conceal my Joy, which was too great 
for Smiles, for it burſt out into Tears, He was no ſooner 
entered the Room, but he run to me and took me in his 
Arms, holding me faſt and almoſt ſlopping my Breath with 
Kiſſes, but ſpoke not a Word; at length I began, my Dear, 
(aid I, how could you go away from me? To which he 
gave me no Anſwer, for it was impoſſible for him to ſpeak. 
When our Extaſies were a little over, he told me he 
was gone about 15 Miles, but it was not in his Power to go 
any farther, without coming back to ſee me again, and to 
take his Leave of me once more. 
I told him how I had paſs'd my time, and how loud I 
had call'd him to came back again ; he told me he heard 
me very plain upon Delamere Foreſt, at a Place about 12 
Miles off; I /mid; Nay ſays he, do not think I am in 
Jeſt, For if ever I heard your Voice in my Life, I heard 
you call me-aloud, and ſometimes I thought I ſaw you run- 
ning after me; why faid I, what did I ſay? for I had not 
nam'd the words to him, you calfd me aloud, ſays he, 
and faid, O Femy! O Femy! came back, come dack, 

I Laugh'd at him; my Dear ſays he, do not Laugh, for 
depend upon it, I heard your Voice as plain as you hear 
mine now; if you pleaſe I'll go before a Magiſtra:e and 
make Oath of it; I then began to be amaz'd and ſurpriz d, 
and indeed frighted, and told him what I had really done, 
and how I had cali'd after him as above. 

When we had amu?s'd ourſelves a while about this, I 
ſaid to him, well, you ſhall go away from me no more, 
In go all over the World with you rather: He told me it 
would be a very difficult thing for him tc leave me, but 
fince it muſt be, he hoped I would: make it as eaſy to me 
| as 
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.a;I could; but as for him, it would be his Deſtruction, 
the he foreſaw. 


However he told me, that he Conſider'd he had left 


me to Travel to Landon alone, which was too long a Jour- 
ney; and that as he might as well go-that way, as any 


way elſe, he was reſolv'd to ſee me fafe thither, or near 
it; and if he did go away then without taking his leave, I 
ſhould not take it ill of him, and this he made me promiſe. 

He told me how he had diſmiſ'd his three Servants, 


Told their Horſes, and. ſent the Fellows away to ſeek their 


Fortunes, and al] in a little time, at a Town-on the Road, 
I know not where; and /a he, it coſt me ſome Tears all 
alone by myſelf, to think how much happier they were 


than their Maſter, for they could go to the next Gentleman's 


Houſe to ſee for a Service, whereas, /aid he, I knew not 
whither to 20, or what to do with myſelf, 

I toll him, 1 was O compleatly miſerable in parting 
with him, that I could not be worſe; and that now he 
was come .agzin, I would not go from him, if -he would 
tage me With him, go Whither he would, or do what 
he would ; and in the mean time I agreed that we would 
go to London; but I could not be brought to Conſent he 
ould go away at laſt, and not take his leave of me, as he 
propoſed to do; but told him Jeſting, that if he did, 'I 
would call him back again as loud as:I did before 3 then 
I pull'd out his Watch and gave him back, and his two 
Rings, and his Ten Guineas; but he would not take 
taem, which made me very much ſuſpect that he reſfolv'd 
to go off upon the Road, and leave me. 

The truth is, the Circumſtances he was in, the paſſio- 
nate Expreſſions of this Letter, the kind Gentlemanly Treat · 
ment I had from h im ir all the Affair, with the Goncern 
he ſhow'd for me in it, his kind manner of parting with 
that large Share which he gave me of his little Stock left; 
all theſe had joyn'd to make ſuch Impreflions on me, that 
I really lov'd him moſt tenderly, and could not bear the 
Thoughts of parting with him. 

Two days after this we quitted Cheſer, I in the Stage 
Coach, and he on Horſeback ; I diſmil9d my Maid at 
Chefter ; he was very much againſt my being without a 
1Zid, but the being a Servant hired in the —_——_ 

| le-: 
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I reſolving to keep no Servant at Landen, I told him it 
would have been barbarous to have taken the poor 
Wench, and have turn'd her away as ſoon as J came to 
. Town ; and it would alſo have been a needleſs Charge on 
the Road, ſo J fatisfy'd him, and he was eaſy enough on 
that Score. : 

He came with me as far as Dunſtable, within zo 
Miles of Londen, and then he told me Fate and his own 
Misfortunes obliged him to leave me, and that it was not 
Convenient for him to go to Landm for Reaſons, which 
it was of no value to me to know, and I ſaw him pre- 
paring to go. The Stage Coach we were in, did not u- 
ſually ftop at Durable, but] defiring it but for a Quarter 
of an Hour, they were content to ſtand gt an Inn-Door a 
while, and we went into the Houle, 

Being in the Inn, I told him I had but one Favour 
more to ak of him, and that was, that ſince he could not 
ge any farther, he would give me leave to ſtay a Week or 
two in the Town with him, that we might in that time 
-think of ſomething to prevent ſuch a ruinous thing to us 
both, as a final Separation would be; and that I had 
ſomething of Moment to offer to him, that I had never 
Maid yet, and which perhaps he might find Practicable to 
our mutual Advantage. 

This was too reaſonable a Propoſal to be denied, ſo he call d 
the Landlady of the Houſe and told her, his Wife was u- 
cken ill, that ſhe cou'd not think of going any farther in the 
Stage Coach, which had tyr'd her almoſt to Death, and 
aſſe d if ſhe cou d not get us a Ledging for two or three 
Pays in a private Houſe, where I might reſt me a liitle, for 
the Journey had been too much for me? The Landlady, 
a good Sort of Woman, well bred and very obliging, came 
immediately ſo ſee me; 0/7 me, ſhe had two or three ve- 
ry good Rooms in a part of theHouſe quite out of the noiſe, 
and if I ſaw them, ſhe did not doubt but I would like 
them, and I ſhould have one of her Maids, that ſhould do 
nothing elſe but be appointed to wait on me; this was ſo 
very kind, that I could not but accept of it and thank 
Her ; fo | went to Jook on the Rooms, and lik'd them ve- 
ry well; and indeed they were extraordinarily Furniſh'd, 


— 
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and very pleaſant Lodgings; ſo we paid the Stage Coach, 
took — — Baggage, and reſolv'd to flay here a while. 

Here [told bim, I would live with him now till all 
my Money was ſpent, but would not let him ſpend a 
Shilling of his own: We had ſome kind Squabble about 
that, but J told him it was the laſt time I was like to en- 
joy his Company, and I defired he would let me be Ma- 
ſter in that thing only, and he ſhould govern in every 
thing elſe, ſo he acquieſc d. 

2 one Evening taking a Walk into the Fields, 7 
told him 1 would now make the Propoſal to hm I had 
told him of; accordingly I related to him how I had 
livd in Virginia, that I had a Mother, I believ'd, was 
alive there ſtill, tho my Husband was dead ſome Years ; 
Itald bim, that had not my Effects miſcarry'd, which 
by the way I magnify'd pretty much, I might have been 
Fortune good enough to him to have kept us from beirg 
parted in this Manner: Then I enter'd into the Manner 
of Peoples going over to thoſe Countries to ſettle, how 
they had a Quantity of Land given them by the Conſti- 
tution of the Place; and if not, that it might be pur- 
chaſed at ſo ealy a Rate that it was not worth na- 
ming. 

| then gave him a full and diſtintt Account of the 
Nature of Planting, how with carrying over but two. 
or three Hundred Pounds Value in Egli Gonds, 
wich ſome Servants and Tools, a Man of Applica- 
tion would preſently lay a Foundatior for a Family, 
and in a very few Years be certain to raife an Eſtate. 

I let him into the Nature of the Product ofthe Earth, 
how the Ground was cur'd and prepar'd, and what the 
ulual increaſe of it was; and demonſtrated to him, that 
in a very few Years, with ſuch a Beginirg, we ſhould 
be as certain of being rich, as we were now certain of 
being poor. 

He was ſurprized at my Diſcourſe, for we made it 
the whole Subject of our Converſation for near a 
Week together, in which time I laid it down in 
black and white, a1 we ſay, that it was morally im- 
poſſible, with a of rae of any reaſonable good 
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Cn but that we muſt thrive there, and do very 
well, | 


Then I told him what Meafures I would take to raiſe 


ſuch a Sum as 300 J. or thereabouts; and I argued 
with him how good a Method it would be to putan 


End to our Misfortunes, and reſtore our Circumſtances 
in the World, to what we had both expected; and [ 
added. that after ſeven Years, if we liv'd, we might be 
in a Poſture to leave our Plantation in good Hands, and 
come over again and receive the income of it, and live 
heie and enjoy it; and I gave him Examples of ſome 
that had done ſo, and liv'd now in very good Circum- 
flances in London. 

In ſhort, I preſs'd him ſo to it, that he almoſt agreed 
to it, but ſtill ſomething or other broke it off again; till 
ai lait he turn'd the Tables, and he began to talk almoſt 
to the lame purpoſe of Ireland. 
lle told me that a Man that could confine himſelf toa 
Country Life, and that cou'd but find Stock to enter 
upon any Land, ſhou'd have Farms there for 50/. a 
Year, as good as were here lett for 200 J. a Year ; that 
the Produce was ſuch, and ſo rich the Land, that if 
much was not Jaid up, we were ſure to live as hand- 
ſomely upon it, as a Gentleman of 3000 J. a Year 
could do in England; and that he had laid a Scheme to 
leave me in London, and go over and try; and if he 
jound he could lay a handſome Foundation of living 
ſujiable to the Reſpe& he had for me, as he doubted 
not he ſhould do, he would then come over and fetch 
me. 
I was dreadfully afraid that upon ſuch a Propoſal he 
would have taken me at my Word, (cz, to fell my 
little income, as I call'd it, and turn it into Money, 
and let him carry it over into Jre/and and try his Expe- 


riment with it; but he was too juſt to deſire it, or to 


have accepted it if I had offered it; and he anticipated 
me in that, for he added, that he would go and try his 
Fortune that Way, and if he found he cou'd do any 
thing at it to live, then, by adding mine to it when I 
went over, we ſhou'd live like our ſelves; but that he 
would net hazard a Shilling of mine till he had 74 
e 
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the Experiment with a little, and he aſſured me 


that if he found nothing to be done in Jreland, he 
would then come to me and join in my Project to: 
Virginia, 1 A ; 

He was ſo earneſt upon his Project being to be try" 
firſt, that I could not withſtand him; however he pro 
miſed to let me hear from him in a very little time ate, 
his arriving there, to let me know whether his Proſpect 
anſwer'd his Deſign; that if there was not a Probability 
of Succeſs, I might take the Occaſion to prepare for ou 
other Voyage, and then he aſſured me he would go wit! 
me to America with all his Heart. 

I could bring him to nothing farther than this: How - 
ever, thole Conſultations entertained us near a Mont!:, 
during which [ enjoy'd his Company, which indeed was 
the molt entertaining that ever I met with in my Lit. 
before. In this time he let me into the whole Story g. 
his own Life, which was indeed ſurprizing, and full of 
an infinite Variety, ſufficient to fill up a much brighter 
Hiſtory for its Adventures and incidents, than any lever 
law in Print: But I ſhall have Occaſion to ſay more vt 


him hereafter, 


We parted at laſt, tho' with the utmoſt ReluQtance 61 
my Side, and indeed he took his leave very unwilling! 
too. But Neceſlity obliged him, for his Reaſons wete 
very good why he would not come to London, as I undet- 
ſtood more fully ſometime afterwards. ; 

I gave him a Direction how to write to me, tho' l 
ſtill reſerv'd the grand Secret, and never broke my Reſo. 
lution, which was not to let him ever know my ins 
Name, who I was, or where to be found; he Iikev ite 
let me know how to write a Letter to him, tv that he 
ſa id he wou'd be ſure to receive it. rr | 

I came to London the next Day after we parted, bn: 
did not go directly to my old Lodgings; but for ano 
ther nameleſs Reaſon took a private Lodgirg-, in gt. 
Jobn's.ſtrect, or as it is vulgarly call'd St. Tones s near 
C/erkemoell, and here being perſectly alone, I had lei- 
ſure to fit down and reflect ſerievily upon the laſt ſe- 
ven Months Ramble I had made, for I had been A- 
broad no leſs ; the pleaſant Hours I had with my laſt 
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Huſband I look'd back on with an infinite deal of 

_ Pleaſure; but that Pleaſure was very much leſſen'd, 

_— I found ſome Time after that I was really with 
ud, 

This was a perplexing Thing, becauſe of the Difh- 
culty which was before me, where I ſhould get Leave to 
ye. inn; it being one of the niceſt Things in the World 
at that Time of Day, for a Woman that was a Stranger, 
and. had no Friends, to be entertained in that Circum- 
ſtance without Security, which by the way I had not, 
neither could I procure any. | 

I had taken Care all this while to perſerve a Corre- 
ſpondence with my honeſt Friend at the Bank, or rather 
he took Care to correſpond with me, for he wrote to 
me once a Week ; and tho* I had not ſpent my Money 
fo faſt as to want any from him, yet often wrote alſo, 
to let him know I was alive; I had left Directions in 
Lancaftire, fo that I had theſe Letters which he ſent, 
convey'd to me; and during my Receſs at St. Fones's I 
received a very obliging Letter from him, aſſuring me 
that his Proceſs for a Divorce from his Wife went on 
with Succeſe, tho he met with ſome Difficulties in it 
_ that he did notexpet. . 

I was not diſpleaſed with the News, that his Proceſs 
was more tedious than he expected; for tho*I was in no 
Condition to have him yet, not being ſo fooliſh to mar- 
ry him when I knew myſelf to be with Child by ano- 
ther Man, as ſome I know have ventur'd to do; yet | 
was not willing to loſe him, and in a Word, reſolv'd | 
to have him if he continued in the ſame Mind, as ſoon | 
as I was up again; for I ſaw. apparently I ſhould hear 
no more from my other Husband; and as he had all 
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5 along preſs'd me to marry, and had aſſured me he g 
Wl would not be at all diſgufted at it, or ever offer to cla m 
4 p me again, ſo I made no fcruple to reſolve to do it fl | 
Wl could, and if my other Friend ſtood to his Bargain: , 
"8 and I had a great deal of Reaſon to be aſſuerd that F 
bee would fland to it, by the Letters he wrote o i / 
8 me, which were the kindeſt and moſt obliging dat 
. could de. 
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I now grew big, and the People where J lodg'd per- 


ceived it, and began to take notice of it to me, and as 


tar as Civility would allow, intimated that I muſt think 
of removing; this put me to extreme Perplexity, and I 
grew very melancholly, for indeed 1 knew not what 
Courſe to take, I had Money, but no Friends, and was. 


like now to have a Child upon my Lands to leep, 


which was a | Difficulty I never. had upon me pet, 
as the Particulars of my Story hitherto ma[:*: aß 

ear. ir | | 
: In the Courſe of this Affair I fell very il, and my 
Melancholly really increaſed my Deſtemper; my Nine; 
proved at length to be only an Ague, but my Appieher: 
lions were really that I ſhould miſearry; I ſhould not ay 
Apprehenſions, for indeed I would have been glad 0 
miſcarry, but I cou'd never be brought to entertain d 
much as a Thought of endeavouring to miſcarryv. of of 
taking any Thing to make me miſcarry, I abliorr'd | (ay 
ſo much as the Thoughts of it. 1 
However, ſpeaking of it in the Houſe, the Gentle. 
woman who kept the Houſe propoled to me to end. 
for a Midwife 3 I ſerupled it at firſt, but aſter me 
Time conſented to it, but told her I had nb partiealat 
Acquaintance with any Midwife, and fo leit it 0. 
her. * e N N 
It ſeems the Miſtreſs of the Houſe was not fo great a 
Stranger to ſuch Caſes as mine was, as I thought at fitſt 
ſhe had been, as will appear preſently, and ſhe ſent for a 
3 of che right Sort, that is to tay, the right fort 

eee e eee 1 
The Woman appeared to he an experienced Woman 
in her Buſineſs, ] mean as a Midwife, bur ſhe had ano. 
ther Calling too, in which ſlie was as expert as molt 
Women, if not more: My Landlady had told her I was 
very melancholly, and that ſhe really believ'd chat had 
done me Harm; and once, before me, faid to her, Mrs. 
— meaning the Midwife, I believe this Lad,'s 
Trouble is of a Kind that is pretty much in your War, 
and therefore if you can do any Thing for her, pray no 
for | ſhe is a” very Civil Gentlewoman, and ſo ſte... 
vent out of the Room. | | | 
O 3 I really , 
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I really did not underſtand her, but my Mother Mid- 
night began very ſeriouſly to explain what ſhe meant, az 
ſoon as ſhe was gone: Madam, /ays ſbe, you ſeem not to 
underſtand what your Landlady meant, and when you 
do underſtand it, you need not let her know at all that 
you do ſa. | 

She means that you are under ſome Circumſtances that 
may render your Lying-Inn difficult to you, and: that 

ou are not willing to be expos d; I need ſay no more, 
but to tell you, that if you think fit to communicate ſo 
much of yoùr Caſe to me, it be /o, as is necefſary; for 
I do not defire to pry into thoſe things, I perhaps may be 
in a Condition to aſſiſt you and to make you perſectly eaſy 
and remove all your dull thoughts upon that Subject. 

Every word this Creature ſaid was a Cordial to me, 
and put new Life and new Spirit into my very Heart; 
my Blood began to circulate immediately, and I was 
quite another Body, I eat my Victuals again, and grew 
better preſently aſter it: She ſaid a great deal more to the 
ſame purpoſe, and then having preſs'd me to be free with 
her, and promis'd in the ſolemneſt manner to be ſecret, 
ſhe ſtop d a little, as if waiting to ſee what Impreſſion it 
made on me, and what I would ſay. ' HAD 

] was too ſenfible of the want I was in of ſuch a Wo. 
man, not to accept her offer; I told ber my Caſe was 
partly as ſhe gueſs d and partly not, for I was really mar- 
ried, and had a Husband, tho he was in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, and fo remate at that time as that he cou'd not 
appear publickly. : 

She took me ſhort, and to/d me, that was none of her 
Buſineſs, zul the Ladies that came under her Care were 
married Women to her; every Woman, ſays ſbe, that is 
with Chiid has a Father for it, and whether that Father 
was a Husband or no Husband, was no Buſineſs of hers; 
her Buſineſs was to affiſt me in my preſent Circumſtances, 
whether J had a Huſband or no; for, Madam ſays fer, to 
have a Huſband. that cannot appear, is to have no Huſ- 
- band in the Sence of the Caſe, and therefore whether you 
are a Wife or a Miſtreſs is all one to me. 

1 found preſently, that whether 1 was a Whore or 2 


Wiſe, I was to paſs for a Whore here, ſo I let * 1% 
| | | [to 
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fold her, it was true as ſhe ſaid, but that however, if I 
muſt tell her my Caſe, I muſt tell it as it was: 80 J 
related it to her as ſhort as J could, and I concluded it to 
her thus, I troyb/e you with all this, Madam, faid I, not 
that, as you ſaid before, it is much to the Purpoſe in your 
Affair, but this is to Purpoſe, namely, #hat I am not is 
any pain about my being ſeen, or being publick or conceaÞ'd, 
fer 'tis perfeftly indifferent to me; but my difficulty is, that 
1 have no Acquaintance iu this part of the Nation. | 

I underſtand you, Madam, ſays foe, you have no Se- 
eurity to bring to prevent the Pariſh Impertinences uſual 
in ſuch Caſes: And perhaps, /ays ſbe, do not know very 
well how to diſpoſe of the Child when it comes; the laſt, 
fay: J. is not fomuch my concern as the firſt : Well Ma- 
dam, anſwers the Midwife, dare you put your ſelf into 
my Hands, I live in ſuch a Place, tho' ] do not enquire 
after you, you may enquire after me, my Name is 5 
live in ſuch a Street, naming the Street, at the Sizn of 
the Cradle, my Profeſſion is a Midwife, and I have many 
Ladies that come to my Houle to Lye-Inn; I have given 
Security to the Pariſh in General 'Terms to ſecure them 
from any Charge, from whatſoever ſhall come into the 
World under my Roof; J have but one Queſtion to aſk 
in the whole Affair, Madam, ſays fe, and if that be an- 
ſwer d, you ſhall be entirely eaſy for all the reſt. 

I preſently underſtood what ſhe meant, and told her, 
Madam, I believe I underſtand you; I thank God, tho' 
I want Friends in this Part of the World, I do not want 
Money, ſo far as may be neceſſary, tho I do not abound 
in that neither: This I added, becauſe I would not make 
her expect great Things; well Madam, fays ſhe, that is 
the Thing indeed, without which nothing can be done 
in theſe Caſes; and yet, ſays ſhe, you ſhall fee, that I 
will not impoſe upon you, or offer any Thing that is un- 
kind to you, and if you deſire it you ſhall gow every 
Thing beſore hand, that you may ſuit your ſelfto the Oc- 
caſion, and be either coſtly or ſparing as you ſee fit. i 

I told her ſhe ſeemed to be ſo perſectiy ſenſible of my 


Con ition, that I had nothing to aſe of her but this, that 


33 had told her that I had Money ſufficient, but not a 
great 
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as little ſuperfluous Charge as poſſible. 
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ſo to do. 


Bills were as follow. 
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great Quantity, ſhe would order it ſo, that I might be at 
She teplied, that ſhe would bring in an Account of 


the Expence of it, in two or three Shapes, and like a 
Bill of Fare, I ſhould chuſe as I pleas'd, and I defir'd her 


The next Day ſhe brought it, and the Copy of her three 


Terms. 


1. For thiee Months Lodging and Diet, 


2. For a Nurſe for the Month, and the 


Sc. at 205. per Week t 1 5 


Ule of Linnen and Lace — | oy 
3. For the Miniſter to chriſten the Child ( 5 
as above — , 
4. For a Supper, and for Sweetmeats 03 
For her Fees as above — O5 
For a Servant-Maid Ol 


| ny” OY Ty 
1. For Three Months Lodging in her) 
Houſe, including my Diet at 10 5s. a o6 -00 o 
Week | 
2. For a Nurſe for the Month, and Uſe | 6 l s 
of Child:bed Linnen | | 
3. For a Miniſter to chriſten the Child, et Ms" 
and to the Godfathers and Clerk | | 
4. For a Supper ar the Chriſtening, if 
I had five Friends at it 1 
S. For her Fees as a Midwiſe, and 
the taking off the Trouble of the Pa- T o3 03 © 
To her Maid Servant attending 0 10 O 
Total 3 \-48 0 


This was the firſt Bill, the ſecond was in the ſame 


Total 26 18 0 


rec 
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This was the ſecond Rate bill, the third, ſhe ſaid, was 


for a degree higher, and when the Father or F riends 


1. For Three Months Lodging and Diet 
having two rooms and a Garret for a 1 30 ©0 © 
Servant — 

2. For a Nurſe for the Month, and the 


fineſt Suir of Child-bed Lane. * 
3. For the Miniſter to chriſten t ; 
Child, &. — 9 
4. For a Supper, the Gentlemen to ſend} 6 oo o 

| in the Wine — 
For my Fees, Ofc. 10 10 © 
O 


The Maid, beſides their own Maid only oo 10 
| Total 53 14 © 


I look'd upon all the three Bills, and ſmil'd, and told 
ber J did not ſee but that ſhe was very reaſonable in her 
Demands all things Conſider'd, and for that I did not 
doubt but her Accommodations were good. 

She te/d me, I ſhould be Judge of that, when I ſaw 
them: 7 told her, I was ſorry to tell her that 1 fear'd I 
muſt be her loweſt rated Cuſtomer, and perhaps Madam, 
faid I, you will make me the leſs Welcome upon that Account. 
No not at all, ſaid foe, for where I have one of the third 
Sort, I have two of the Second, and four to ene of the 
firſt, and I get as much by them in Proportion, as by 
any; but if you doubt my Care of you, I will allow any 
Friend you have to overlook, and ſee if you are well wai- 
ted on, or no. 

Then ſhe explain'd the particulars of her Bill ; in the 
firſt place, Madam, /ays ſbe, 1 would have you Obſerve, 
that here is three Months Keeping, you are but 105. 4 
Week; I undertake to ſay you will not complain of my 
Table: I ſuppoſe, ſays fie, you do not live Cheaper 
Where you are now . No indeed, ſaid I, nor ſo Cheap, 
for I give-ſix Shillings per Week for my Chamber, and 
ind my own Diet as well. as I can, which coſts me a great 
deal more, 

Then 
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ſhort, I agreed io put myſelf into her Hands, and promis d 
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Then Madam, /ays ſbe, If the Child ſhauld not live, 
or ſhould be dead Born, as you know ſometime happens, 
then there is the Miniſter's Article ſaved : and it you have 
no Friends to come to you, may ſave the Expence of a 
Supper; ſo that take thoſe Articles out Madam, /ays /oe, 
your Lying-Inn will not coſt you above 5 J. 3 -. in all, 
more than your ordinary Charge of Living. 

This was the moſt reaſonable thing that ever I heard of; 
fo I ſmil'd and told her I would come and be her Cuſiomer, 
but Itold her alſo, that as I had two Months and more t 
go, might perhaps be oblig'd ro ſtay longer with her 
than three Months, and deſir'd to know if ſhe would nx 
be oblig'd to remove me before it was Proper: no /he uit, 
her Houſe was large, and beſides, ſh2 never pat any By 
dy to remove, that had lain- inn, till they were willing to 
go; and if ſhe had more Ladies offer d, fie was not {o ill 
belov'd among her Neighbour , but ſhe could provide Ac- 
comodation for Twenty, if there was Occafion. 

I found ſhe was an eminent Lady in her Way, and in 


her: She then talk'd of other things, look'd about into 
my Accommodations, and found fault with my wanting 
Attendance, and Conveniences, and hat I fhould not be 
us'd fo at her Houſe : I told ber, I was ſhy of ſpeaking, 
for the Woman of the Houſe look'd ſtranger, or at leait 
thought fo ſince I had been III, becauſe I was with 
Child; and I was afraid ſhe would put ſome Afﬀont or 
other upon me, ſuppoſing that I had been able to give 043! 
a flight Account of myſelf, ; 

O dear ſaid for, her Ladyſhip is no ſtranger to the'e 
things; ſhe has try'd to entertain Ladies in your Condi: 
tion ſeveral times, but conld not ſecure the Pariſh; and be. 
ſides, he is not ſuch a Nice Lady as you take her for en 
be; however, ſince you are going you ſha!] not mcdcle 
with her, but l' fee you are a little better Jook'd after 
while you are here, than I think you are, and it fhall not 
colt you the more neither. 

I did not underſtand her at all; however I thank d her, 
and ſo we parted, the next Morning ſhe ſent me a Chic- 


ken roalted and hot, and a Pint Bottle of Sherry, my - 
der 
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der'd the Maid to tell me that ſhe was to wait on me 
every Day as long as I ſtaid there. | 

This was ſurpriſingly good and kind, and I accepred it 
very willingly: At Night ſhe ſent to me again, to know 
if wanted any thing, and how l did, and to order the 
Maid to come to her in the morning for my Dinner ; the 
Maid had order to make me ſome Chocolate in the Morn- 
ing betore ſhe came away, and did ſo, and at Noon ſhe 
brought me the Sweetbread of a Breaſt of Veal whole, 
and a Diſh of Soup for my Dinner, and after this manner 
ſhe nurs'd me up at a Diſtance, fo that I was mightily 
well pleas'd, and quickly well, for indeed my Dejections 
before were the principal Parts of my illneſs. 

expected, as uſually is the Caſe among ſuch People, 
chat the Servent ſhe ſent me would have been ſome impu- 
dent brazen Wench of Drury: lane Breeding, and I was 
very unealy at having her with me, upon that Account, 
{o I would not let her lie in that Houſe, the t.rſt Night 
by any means, but had my Eyes about me as narrowly 
as if ſhe had been a publick Thief. 

My Gentlewoman gueſs'd preſently what was the mat- 
ter, and ſent her back with a ſhort Note, that I might de- 
pend upon the honeſty of her Maid; that ſhe would be 
anlwerable for her upon all accounts; and that ſhe took 
no Servants into her Houſe, without very good Security 
or their Fidelity: I was then perfectly eaſy, and indeed 
the Maid's behaviour ſpoke for its ſelf, for a modeſter, 
quieter, ſoberer Girl never came into any Body's Family, 
ad ] found her fo afterwards. 

As ſoon as I was well enough to go Abroad, I went 
with the Maid to ſee the Houſe, and to ſee the Apart- 
ment I was to have; and every thing was ſo handſome and 
ſo clean, and well; that in ſhort, I had nothing to fay, 
but was wonderfully pleas d, and ſatisfy'd with what 1 
had met with, which conſidering the melancholly Cir- 
cum ſtances I was in, was far beyond what I look d for. 

It might be expected that ' ſhould give ſome Account 
of the Nature of the wicked PraQtice of this Woman, in 
Whoſe Hands I was now fallen ; but it would be too much 
Encouragement to the Vice, to let the World ſee, what 
aly Meaſures were here taken to rid the Women's unwel- 


come 
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eome Burthen of a Child clandeſtinely gotten: This 
grave Matron had ſeveral ſorts of Practice, and this 
was one in particular, that if a Child was born, tho not 
in her Houſe, for ſhe had the occaſion to be call'd to ma- 
ny private Labours, ſhe had People at Hand, who for a 
Piece of Money would take the Child off their Hands and 
off from the Hands of the Pariſh too; and thoſe Chil. 
dren, as ſhe ſaid were honeſtly provided tor, and-1aken care 
of: What ſhould become of them all, Conſidering fo ma- 
ny, as by her Account ſhe was concern'd with, I cannot 
conceive. 
I had many times Diſcourſes upon that Subje& with 
her; but ſhe was ſull of this Argument, that ſhe ſav'd the 
Life of many an inuocent Lamb, as ſhe call'd them which 
would otherwiſe perhaps have been Murther'd ; and of 
many a Woman, who made Deſperate by the Mi:for- 
tune, would otherwiſe be tempted to Deſtroy their Chil- 
dred and bring themſelves to the Gallows: I granted her 
that, this was true, and a very commendable thing, pro- 
vided the poor Children fell into good Hands afterwards, | 
and were not abugd, ſtarv'd, and neglected by the Nur- | 
ſes that bred them up; ſhe anſwer'd that ſhe always took | 
care of that, and had no Nurſes in her Buſineſs, but what 
were very good honeſt People, and ſuch as might be de- 
pended upon. | 
I cou d fay nothing to the contrary, and fo was oblig'd 
to ſay, Madam I do not queſtion you do your part honeſt 
„but what thoſe People do afterwards, is the main 
veſtion, and ſhe ſtopp'd my Mouth again with ſaying, 
that ſhe took the utmoſt Care about it. g 
The only thing I found in all her Converſation on theſe 
Subjects, that gave me a diſtaſte, was, that one time in 
Diſcourſing about my being far gone with Child, and 
the time expected to come, ſhe faid ſomething that look 
as if ſhe could help me off my Burthen ſooner if I was 
willing; or in Exgliſb that ſhe could give me ſomething to 
make me Miſcarry, if I had a &efire ts put an end to n 
troubles that way ; but I ſoon let her know I abhort'd 
the Thoughts of it; and to do her Juſtice, ſhe put it of 
ſo cleverly, that 1 could not ſay ſhe really intended it, or 
Whether ſhe only mentioned the practiſe as 1 
| 4 
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thing ; for ſhe couch'd her words ſo well, and took my 
meaning ſo quickly that ſhe gave her Negative before [ 
could explain my ſelf. 

To bring this part in as narrow a Compaſs as poſſible, 
I quitred my Lodging at St, Jones and went to my new 
Governels, for ſo they call'd her in the Houſe, and there 
] was indeed treated with ſo much Courteſy, fo carefully 
look'd to, ſo handſomely provided, and every thing ſo 
well, that I was ſurpriz'd at it, and cou'd not at firit fee 
what advantage my(-overneſs made of it; but I ſoon found 
that ſhe profeſs'd to make no profit of the Lodgers Diet, 
nor indeed cou'd ſhe get much by it, but that her Profit 
lay in the other Articles of her Management, and ſhe 
made enough that way, I aſſure you; for 'tis ſcare cre- 
dible what Practice ſhe had, as well Abroad as at Home, 
and yet all upon the private Account, or in plain Erg/i/h, 
the whoring Account. 

While I was in her Houſe, which was near Four 
Months, ſhe had no leſs than Twelve Ladies of Pleaſure 
brought to Bed within Doors, and I think the had T'wo . 
and Thirty or thereabouts, under her Conduct without 
Doors, whereof one, as niee as ſhe was with me, was 
Lodg'd with my old Landlady at St. Jones's, 

This was a ſtrange Teſtimony of the growing Vice of 
the Age, and ſuch a one, that as bad as I had been my 
ſelf, it ſhock'd my very Senſes, I begin to nauſeate the 
place I was in, and above all, the wicked Practice; and 
yet I muſt ſay that I never a, or do I believe there was 
to be ſeen, the lealt indecency in the Houle the whole 
time I was there, g 

Not a Man was ever ſeen to come up Stairs, except to 
viſit the Lying-Inn Ladies within their Month, nor then 
without the old Lady with them, Who made it a piece 
of the Honour of her Management, that no Man ſhould 
touch a Woman, no not his own W fe, within the Month; 
nor would ſhe permit any Man to lye in the Hou'e upon 
any pretence whatever, no not tho' ſhe was {ure it was 
with his own Wife, and her general ſaying for it was, 
that ſhe car'd not how many Children was born in herHoulc, 
but ſhe would have none got there if ſhe could help it. 

It might perhaps be _ farther than was need, 

put 
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but it was an Error of the right Hand if it was an Error, 
for by this ſhe kept up the Reputation, ſuch as it was, of 
her Buſineſs, and obtain'd this Character, that tho” ſhe 
did take Care of the Women when they were Debauch'd, 
yet ſhe was not Inſtrumental to their being Debauchd at 
all, and yet it was a wicked Trade ſhe drove too. 

While I was here, and before I was brought to Bed, [ 
received a Let:er from my Truſtee at the Bank full of kind 
ebliging things, and earneſtly preſſing me to return to 
London: It was near a Fortnight old when it came to me, 
becauſe it had been firſt jent into Lancaſhire, and then re- 
turn'd to me; he concludes with telling me that he had 
ebtain'd a Decree, | think he cali'd it, againſt his Wite, 
and that ke would be ready to make good his Engagement 
to me; if I would accept of him, adding a great many 
Proteſtations of Kindneſs and Affection, ſuch as he would 
have been far from offering if he had known the Circum- 
flances I had becn in, and which as it was J had been ve- 
ry far from deierving. 

I returned an Antwer to this Letter, and dated it at 
Licerpool, but ſent it by a Meſſenger, alledging that it came 
in Cover to a Friend in Town; I gave him Joy of his 
Deliverance, but rai:'d ſome Scruples at the Lawfuineſs 
ef his Marrying again, and told him, I ſupposd he would 
conſider very ſeriouſly upon that Point before he reſold on 
it, the Conſequence being too great for a Man of his Judg- 
ment to venture raſhly upon a thing of that Nature; © 
concluded, wiſhing him very well in whatever he relolv'd 
without letting him into any thing of my own Mind, or 
giving any Anſwer to his Propoſal of my coming to Lan. 
aon to him, but mention'd at a diſtance my intention to 
return the latter end of the Year, this being dated in 4 

ril, 
: I was brought to Bed about the middle of May, and 
had another brave Boy, and my ſelf in as good Condition 
as uſual on ſuch Occaſions; My Governeſs did her part as 
a Midwife with the greateſt Art and Dexterity imagin- 
able, and far beyond all that ever I had had any Exper!- 
ence of before, | 

Her Care of me in my Travail, and after my Lying: 
Len, was ſuch, that if ſhe had been my own lockers 

; co 
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could not have been better; let none be encourag'd in 
their looſe Practices from this Dexterous Lady's Manage- 
ment, for ſhe is gone to her Place, and I dare ſay has left. 
nothing behind her that can or will come up to it. 

I think I had been brought to bed about twenty two 
Days when J received another Letter from my Friend at 
the Bank with the ſurprizing News that he had obtain” 
final Sentence of divorce againſt his Wife, and had 
ſerv'd her with it on ſuch a Day, and that he had ſuch 
an Anſwer, to give to all my Scruples about his 
Marrying again, as I could not expect, and as he had no 
Defire of; for that his Wife, who had been under ſome 
Remorie before for her Ulage of him, as ſoon as 
ſhe had the Account that he had gain'd his Point, 
had very unhappily deſtroy'd her ſelf that ſame Even- 
ing. 

He expreſsd himſelf very handſomely as to his be- 
ing concerned at her Diſaſter, but clear'd himſelf of hav- 
ing any Hand in it, and that he had only done him- 
ſelf Juftice in a Caſe in which he was notorioufly in- 
jured and abus'd: However, he faid that he was ex- 
tremely affiited at it, and had no View of any Satizlac- 
tion left in this World, but only in the Hepe that J 
would come and relieve him by my Company ; and 
then he preſsd me violently indeed to give him ſome 
Hopes, that I would at leaſt come up to Town and let 
_ ſee me, when he would farther enter into Diſcourſe 
about it. 

I wag exceedingly ſurpriz'd at the News, and began 
now ſeriouſly to reflect on my preſent Circumſtances, and 
the inexpreſſible Misfortune it was to me to have a 
Child upon my Hands, and what to do in it I knew not; 
at laſt I open'd my Caſe at a diſtance to my Governeſs. 
appeared melancholy and uneaſy for ſeveral Days, and 
ſhe lay at me continually to know what troubled me; [ 
could not for my Life tell her that I had an Offer of 
Marriage, after 1 had fo often toli her that I had a 
Huſband, ſo that I really knew not what to ſay to her: 
lown'd I had ſomething which very much troubled me, 
but at the ſame time told her I could not ſpeak of it to 
my one alive. 
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She continued importuning me ſeveral Days, but # 
was impoſſible, I told her, for me to commit the Seeret 
to any Body; this, inftead of being an Anſwer to her, 
increas'd her importunities; ſhe urg'd her having been 
truſted with the greateſt Secrets of this Nature, that it 
was her Buſineſs to conceal every thing, and that to diſ- 
cover Things of that Nature would be her Ruin; the 
aſk'd me if ever J had found her Tatling to her of other 
Veople's Affaire, and how could I ſuſpect her? He told 
me, to unfold my ſelf to her, was telling it to no Body; 
that ſhe was ſilent as Death; that it muſt be a very 
ſtrange Caſe indeed, that ſhe could not help me out of; 
but io conceal it, was to deprive my ſelf of all poſſible 
Help, or means of Help, and to deprive her of the Op- 
portunity of Fzving me. In ſport, ſhe had ſuch a be- 
witching Eloquence, and ſo great a Power of Per- 
1 that there was no concealing any Thing from 

er. 

So I reſolv'd to unboſome myſelf to her, I told her 
the Hiſtory of my Lancaſbire Marriage, and how both of 
vs had been diſappointed ; how we came together, and 
kow we parted ; how he abſolutely diſcharg'd me, as far 
as lay in kim, and gave me free Liberty to marry again, 


proteſting that if he knew it he would never claim me, 


or diſturb, or expoſe me; that I thought I was free, 
but was dreadfully afraid to venture, for fear of the 
Conſequences that might follow in Caſe of a Diſco- 
very. 
Then I told her what a good Offer I had; ſhew'd her 
my Friends two laſt Letters, inviting me to come to Lon- 
don, and let her ſee with what Affection and Earneſineſs 
they were written, but blotted out the Name, and alio 
the Story about the Diſaſter of his Wife, only that ſhe 
was dead. | | 

She fell a laughing at my Scruples about marrying, 
and told me the other was no Marriage, but a Cheat on 
both Sides; and that as we were parted by mutual Con- 
fent, the Nature of the Contract was deſtroy'd, and the 


Obligation was mutually diſcharg'd: She had Arguments 


fer this at the tip of her Tongue; and in ſhort, reaſon'd 
T | pa 
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me out of my Reaſon: not but that it was too by the 
Help of my own inclination. 

But then came the great and main Difficulty, and that 
was the Child; this ſhe told me in ſo many Words mutt 
be remov'd, and that fo, as that it ſhould never be po 
fible for any one to diſcover it: I knew there was no 
marry ing without entirely concealing that I had had a 
Child, for he would ſoon have diſcover'd by the Age of 
it, that it was born, nay and gotten too, ſince my Par- 
ly with him, and that would have deſtroy'd all the 
Affair. a 

But it touch'd my Heart fo forcibly to think of parting. 
entirely with the Child, and, for ought I knew, having 
it, murther'd, or ſtarvd by Neglect and It: Uſage (which 
was much the ſame) that I could not think of it, without 
Horror ; I wiſh all thoſe Women who conſent to the 
diſpoſing their Children out of the Way, as it is call'd 
for Decency Sake, would confider that it is only a con- 
triv'd Method for Murther ; that is to ſay, a killing their 
Children with Saſety. 

It is manifeſt to all that underſtand any thing of Chil- 
dren, that we are born into the World helpleſs and un- 
capable, either to ſupply eur own Wants, or ſo much as 
make them known; and that without Help we muſt 
periſh ;- and this Help requires not only an aſſiſting Hand, 
whether of the Mother, or ſome Body elſe ; but there 
are two Things neceſſary in that aſſiſting Hand, that is, 
Care and Skill, without both which, half the Children 
that are born would die; nay, tho' they were not to be 
deny'd Food; and one half more of thoſe that remain'd' 
would be Cripples or Fools, looſe their Limbs, and per- 
haps their Senſe: I queſtion not, but that theſe are party 
the Reaſons why Affection was placed by Nature in the 
Hearts of Mothers to their Children; without which they 
would never be able to give themſelves up, as tis necel» 


ſary they ſhould, to the Care and waking Pains needful to 


the Support of their Children. 

Since this Care is needful to the Life of Children, to 
neglect them is to murther them; again, to give them 
up to be manag'd by thoſe People, who have none of 
that needfu} Affection plac d by Nature in them, is to 
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neglect them in the higheſt Degree; nay, in ſome it gaes 
farther, and is a Neglect in order to their being loſt; 
ſo that *tis even an intentional Murther, whether the 
Child lives or dies. | 

All thoſe Things repr.ſented themſelves to my View, 
and that in the blackeſt and moſl frightful Form; and as 


I was very free with my Governeſs, who I had now 


learn'd to call Mother ; I repreſented to her all the dark 
Thoughts which J had upon me about it, and told her 
wha: Diſtreſs I was in: She ſeem'd graver by much at 
this Part than at the other; but as ſhe was harden'd in 
theſe 'T'hings beyond all Poſſibility of being touch'd with 
the Religious Part, and the Scruples about the Murther; 
fo ſhe was equally impenetrable in that Part, which re- 
lated to Affection: She aſk'd me if ſhe had not been care- 
ſul and tender of me in my Lying inn, as if I had been 
her own Chi d? T told her 1 own'd ſhe had. Well, my 
Dear, ſays ſhe, and when you are gone, what are you to 
me? and what would it be to me if you were to be hang d? 
Do you think there are not Women, Who as it is their 
Trade, and they get their Bread by it, value themſelves 
upon their being as careful of Children, as their own 
Mothers can be, and underſtand it rather better? Ves, 
yes, Child, ſays fhe,. fear it no-, How were we Nur:'d 
-ourſeives? Are you ſure you was Nurs'd up by your 
own Mother? and yet ycu look fat, and fair, Child, ſays 
the old Beldam, and with that ſhe ſtroak d me over the 
Face ; never be:coneern'd, Child, ſays ſhe, going on in 
her drolling Way; I have no Murtherers about me, I 
employ the beſt and the honeſteſt Nurſes that can be had; 
and haye as few Children mi ſcarry under their Hands, as 
there would, if they were all Nursd by Mothers; we 
want neither Care nor Skill. 

she touch'd me to the Quick, when ſhe aſd if I was 
fore that I was Nurs'd by my own Mother; on the con- 
trary I was ſure I was not; and I trembled, and look'd 
pale at the very Expreſſion; ſure faid I, to myſelf, 
this Creature cannot be a Witch, or have any Converſa- 
tion with a Spirit that can inform hex what was done with 
me before I was able to know it myſelf; and I look'd at 
her as if I had been frighted ;; but reflecting chat it oy 
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not be poſſible for her to know any thing about me. that 
Diſorder went off, and | began to be eaſy, but it was not 
preſently. 

She perceiv'd the Diſorder I was in, but did not know 

the meaning of it; ſo ſhe run on in her wild Talk upon 
the Weakneſs of my ſuppoſing, that Children were mur- 
ther'd, becauſe they were not all Nur>'d by the Mother; 
and to perſwade me that the Children ſhe diſpos'd of, 
were as well us'd as if the Mothers had the Nurſing of 
them themſelves. 
It may be true Mother, /ays I, for ought I know, but 
my doubts are very ſtrongly grounded, indeed; come 
then, ſays ſhe, lets hear ſome of them: Why firſt, /ays 
J you give a Piece of Money to thoſe People to take the 
Child off the Parents Hands, and to take Care of it as long 
as it lives; now we know Mother, /aid I, that thoſe are 
poor People, and their Gain conſiſts in being quit of the 
Charge as ſoon as they can; how can I doubt but that, as 
it is beſt for them io have the Child die, they are not @- 
ver ſolicitous about its Life. 

This is all Vapours and Fancy, ſays the ald Woman, I 
te]! you their Credit depends upon the Child's Life, and 
they are as careful as any Mother of you all. 
| O Mother, /ays 4, it I was but ſure my little Baby 
would be carefully look'd to, and have Juſtice done it, I 
mould be happy indeed; but it is impoſſible I can be ſa- 
tisfy'd in that Point, unleſs I ſaw it, and to ſee it, would 
be Ruin and Deſtruction to me, as now my Caſe ſtands, ſo 
what to do I know not. 

A fine Story ! /ays the Governeſs, you would ſee the 
Child, and you would not ſee the Child ; you would be 
Conceabd and Diſcover'd both together; theſe are things 
impoſſible my Dear, ſo you muſt een do as other conſci- 
entious Mothers have done before you ; and be contented 
with things as they mult be, tho? they are not as you willh 
them to be. 5 
I underſtood what ſhe meant by eonſcientious Mothers, 
ne would have faid Conſcientious Whores; but ſhe 
was not willing to diſoblige me, for really in this Caſe I 
= not a Whore, becauſe I was legally Married, the foree 

my former Marriage excepted, | 
F | Hewev@ 
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However let me be what I would, I was not come up 
to that pitch of hardneſs, common to the Profeſſion ; I 
mean to be unnatural, and regardleſs of the Safety of my 
Child, and J preſerv'd this honeſt Affection ſo long, that [ 
was upon the Point of giving up my Friend at the Bark, 
who lay ſo hard at me to come to him, and Marry him, 
that in ſhort, there was hardly any room to deny him. 

At laſt my old Governeſs came to me, with her uſual 
Aſſurance. Come my Dear, /ays ſbe, I have found out 
a way how you ſhall be at a certainty that your Child 
ſhall be uſed well, and yet che People that take care of it 
Jhall never know you, or who the Mother of the Child is. 

O Mother, . /ays I. If you can do ſo, you will engage 
me to you for ever: Well, ſays fbe, are you willing te 
be at ſome {mall Annual Expence, more than what we u- 
ſua] give to the People we Contract with? Ay, ſays I. 
with all my Heart, provided I may be conceal'd ; as to 
that, ſays the Governe/5 you ſhall be Secure? for the Nurſe 
ſhall never ſo much as dare to Enquire about you, and 
you ſhall once or twee a Year go with me and ſee your 
Child, and ſee how tis uſed, and be fatisfy'd that it is in 
good Hands, no Body knowing who you are. 

Why, aid I, do you think Mother, that when I come 
to ſee my Child, I ſhall be able to conceal my being the 
Mother of it, do you think that poſſible ? 

Well, well, /ays my Geverneſs, if you diſcover it, the 
Nurſe ſhall be never the Wiſer ; for ſhe ſhall be forbid ts 
aſk Queſtions about you, or to take any Notice; if ſhe of- 
fers it ſhe ſhall loſe the Money which you are to be ſup- 
pos'd to give her, and the Child be taken from her too, 

I was very well plead with this; fo the next Week a 
Country Woman was brought from Hertford, or therea- 
bouts, who was to take the Child off our Hands entirely, 
for 10 J. in Money; but if I would allow 5/7. a Year 
more to her, ſhe would be oblig'd to bring the Child to 
my Governeſs's Houſe as often as we deſired, or we 
* down to look at it, and ſee how well ſhe 
us d it. 

The Woman was a very wholeſome look'd likely Wo- 
-man; a Cottager's Wife, but ſhe had very good Cloath: and 
Lianen, and every thing well abeut her, and 2 

a Hoary 
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heavy Heart and many a Tear I let her have my Child: 
| had been down at Hertford and look d at her, and at her 
Dwelling, which I lik'd well enough; and I promiſed 
her great Things if ſhe would be kird to the Child, fo ſhe 
knew at firſt Word that I was the Child's Mother; but 
ſhe ſeem'd to be ſo much out of the Way, and to have 
no Room to enquire after me, that I thought I was ſafe 
enough, ſo in ſhort ] conſented to let her have the Child, 
and J gave her Ten Pounds, that is to ſay I gave it to my 
Governeſs, who gave it the poor Woman before my Face, 
ſhe agreeing never to return the Child back to me, or to 
clam any thing more ſor its keeping or bringing up; on- 
ly that I promiſed, if ſhe took a great deal of care of it, 
I would give her ſomething more as often as I came to ſee 
it; ſo that I was not bound to pay the Five Pounds, only 
that I promiſed my Governeſs I would do it: And thus 
my great care was over, after a manner, which tho it 
did not at all ſatisfy my Mind, yet was the moſt conveni- 
ent for me, as my Affairs then ſtood, of any that could 
be thought on at that time: 

I then began to write to my Friend at the Bank in a 
more kindly Style, and particularly about the Beginning 
of Jah I ſent him a Letter, that TI purpoſed to be in 
Town ſome Time in Auguſt; he return'd me an Anſwer 
in the moſt paſſionate Terms imaginable, and deſired me 
to let him have timely Notice, and he would come and 
meet me two Days Journey : This puzzled me ſcurvily, 
and I did not know what Anſwer to make to it; once L 
was reſolved to take the Stage Coach to Weft-cheſter,. on 
purpoſe only to have the Satisfaction of coming back, 
that he might ſee me really come in the ſame Coach; for 
Thad a jealous Thought, though I had no Ground for it 
at all, Jeaſt he ſhould think I was not really in the Coun- 
try, and it was no ill-grounded Thought, as you ſhall 
hear preſently, 
| I endeavour'd to reaſon myſelf out of it, but it was 
in vain, the impreſſion lay fo ſtrong on my Mind, that ie 
was not to be reſiſted ; at laſt it came as an Addition to 
my new Deſign of going into the Country, that it would 
de an excellent Blind to my old Governeſe, and would, 


gover entirely all my other Affairs, for ſhe did not know 
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in the leaſt whether my new Lover liv'd in London or in 


Lancafvire, and when I told her my Reſolution, ſhe was 
fully perſuaded it was in Lancaſhire. 
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now it, and ſent the Maid that tended me from the Be- 
ginning, to take a Place for me in the Coach; ſhe wou'd 
have had me let the Maid have waited on me down to the 
laſt Stage, and come up again in the Waggon, but I 
.convinc'd her it wou'd not be convenient: When J 
went away ſhe told me, ſhe wou'd enter into no Mea- 
ſures for correſpondence, for ſhe ſaw evidently that my 
Affection to my Child would cauſe me to write to her, 
and to viſit her too when I came to Town again; I aſ- 
ſured her it wow'd, and ſo took my Leave, wel! fatisfy'd 
to have been freed from ſuch a Houſe, hewever good 
my Accommodations there had been, as I have related 
above. 

T took the Place in the Coach not to its full Extent, 
but to a Place call'd Stove in Cheſpire, I think it is, where 
I not only had no Manner of Buſineſs, but not ſo much as 
the leaſt Acquaintance with any Perſon in the Town, or 
near it : But I knew that with Money in the Pocket one 
is at Home any where, ſo I lodg'd there two or three 
Days, till watching my Opportunity, I found Room in 
another Stage-Coach,. and took Paſſage back again for 
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be ſuch a certain Day at Staay- Stratford, where the Coach - 
man told me he was to lodge. 
It happen'd to be a Chance Coach that I had taken 
25 which having been hired on purpoſe to carry ſome 
entlemen for Ve. Cheſter, who were going for Ire/and, 


Times or Places as the Stages did, ſo that having been 

obliged to lie ſtill a Sznday, he had time to get himſelf 

4 to come out, which otherwiſe he could not have 
one. 

However, his warning was ſo ſhort, that he could not 

reach to Story Statford time enough to be with me at Night, 


as we werc juſt coming into the Town. 
Lconſeſt I was very glad to ſee him, for I had thought 
my 


Having taken my Meaſures for this ſourney, I let her 


London, ſending a Letter to my Gentleman that I ſhould 


was now returning, and did not tye itſelf up to exact 


but he met me at a Place call'd Brictili the next Morning, 
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my ſelf a little diſappointed over Night, ſeeing J had gone 
ſo ſar to contrive my coming on purpoſe: He pleas d me 
doubly too by the Figure he came in, for he brought a ve - 
ry handſome (Gentleman's) Coach and four Horſes with a 
Servant to attend him. 

He took me out of the Stage Coach immediately, 
which ſtopp'd at an Inn in Bricki//, and putting into the 
ſame Inn he ſet up his own Coach, and beſpoke his Din- 
ner; Iaſk'd him what he meant by that, for I was for 
going forward with the Journey; he faid no, I had need 
of a little Reſt upon the Road, and that was a very good 
7 ſort of a Houſe, tho' it was but a little Town; ſo we 


GP . — 


ſs would go no farther that Night, whatever came of it. 
15 ] did not preis him much, for ſince he had come ſo far 
* to meet me, and put himſelt to ſo much Expence, it was 


but reaſonable I ſhould oblige him a little too, ſo I was ea- 
cd ſy as to that Point. 
Aſter dinner we walk'd to ſee the Town, to ſee the 


Mt, Church, and to view the Fields, and the Country as is u- 
TC ſual for ſtrangers to do, and our Landlord was our Guide 
As in going to ſee the Church; I obſerv'd my Gentleman 
xa enquir'd pretty much about the Parſon, and ] took the 
) 


hint immediately, that he certainly would propoſe to be 
married; and tho” it was a ſudden thought, it follow'd 
preſently, that in ſhort I would not refuſe him; for to be 
Flain with my Circumſtances, I was in no condition now 
tofay No, I had no reaſon now to run any more ſuch 
hazards. 

But while theſe Thoughts run round in my Head, 
which was the work but of few Moments, I obſery'd my 
Landlord took him afide and whiſper'd to him, tho' net 
very ſoftly neither, for ſo much I over-heard, Sir if you 
ſpall have occaſion————the reſt I cou'd not hear but it 
kms it was to this purpoſe Sir if you ſhall have occaſion for 
a Mixiſter, I have a Friend a little way off that will ſerve 
ye, and be as private as you pleaſe; my Gentleman an- 
Iwer'd loud enough for me to hear, very well, J believe 
| not T fall. | 
ght, I was no ſooner come back to the Inn, but he fell upon 
ung, me with irreſiſtable Words, that ſince he had had good 
Fortune too meet me, al every thing concyrr'd, | 

wou 
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wou'd be haſtening his Felicity if L would put an end tg 
the matterjuſt there? what do you mean, ſays I, colouring 
'@ little, what in an Inn, and upon the Road! Bleſs us all, 
ſaid J, as if I had been ſurpriſed, how can you talk ſo! 
O I can talk ſo very well, /ays he, Icame a purpoſe to 
talk fo, and I'll ſhow you that I did, and with that he 
pulls out 4 great Bundle of Papers; you fright me, ſaid 
I, what are all theſe? Don't be frighted, my Dear, 
ſaid he, and kiſsd me, this was the firſt time that he bad 
been ſo free to call me my Dear ; then he repeated it, don't 
be frighted, you fhall ſee what it is all, then he laid 
them all abroad ; there was firſt the Deed or Sentence of 
Divorce from his Wife, and the full Evidence of her 
Flaying the Whore ; then there was the Certificates of 
the Miniſter and Church-wardens of the Pariſh where 
ſhe liv'd, proving that ſhe was buried, and intimating 
the Manner of her Death ; the Copy of the Coroner's 
Warrant for a Jury to ſit upon her, and the Verdict of the 
Jury, who brought it in Non Compos Mentit; all this was 
indeed to the purpoſe, and to give me Satisfaction, tho', 
by the way, I was not ſo ſcrupulous, had he known all, 
but that I might have taken him without it, However, 1 
look d them all over as well as J cou'd, and told him; 
that this was all very clear indeed, but that he need not 
have given himſelf the Trouble to have brought them out 
with him, for it war time enough: Well he /aid, it 
might be time enough for me, but no time but the pre- 
ſent time was time enough for him. 

There were other Papers roli'd up, and I ask'd him, 
what they were? Why, Ay, /ays he that's the Queltion 
I wanted to have you ask me; fo he aunrolls them, and 
takes out a little Chagreen Caſe and gives me out of it a ve- 
ry fine Diamond Ring; I could not refuſe it, if | hada 
mind to do fo, for he put it upon my Finger ; fo I made 
him a Curtſy, and accepted it; then he takes out aro- 
sher Ring, and this, /ays he, is for another Occaſion, ſo 
he put that in his Pocket. Well, but let me ſee it tho 
ſaytl. and ſmil'd, I gueſs what it is, I think you are mad ! 
"ſhould have been Mad if I had done leſs, /ays he, and ſtil 
he did not ſhow it me, and I had a great mind to ſee it; 
ſo I fays, well but let me ſee it; hold /ays he, * 
35 ele, 
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here, then he took up the Roll again, and read it, and 
behold ! it was a Licenſe for us to be married ; Why, 
ſays 1, are you diſtracted? why you were fully ſatisfy*d 
that I would comply, and yield at firſt Word, or reſolv'd 
to take no denial ; the laft is certainly the Caſe, /aid he; 
but you may be miſtaken, /ai4 J, no, no, /ays he, how 
can you think ſo? I muſt not be denied, I can't be de- 
nied, and with that he fell to Kiſſing me fo violently, I 
could not get rid of him. 

There was a Bed in the Room, and we were walkin 
too and again, eager in the Diſcourſe, at laſt he takes me 
by ſurprize in his Arms, and threw me on the Bed and 
himſelf with me, and holding me faſt in his Arms, but 
without the leaſt offer of any Indecency, Courted me 
to Conſent with ſuch repeated Entreaties and Arguments; 
proteſting his Affection and vowing he would not let 
me go, till I had promiſed him, that at laſt I ſaid, why 
you reſolve not to be deny'd, 1adeed, I think: No, no, 
ſays he, I muſt not be denyed, I wont be deny'd, I cant 
be deny'd: Well, well, /aid J, and giving him a ſlight 
Kiſs, then you ſhan't be deny'd, /aid 4, let me get up. 

He was ſo Tranſported with my Conſent and the kind 
manner of it, that I began to think Once, he took it ſor 
a Marriage, and would not ſtay for the Form, but I 
vrong'd him, for he gave over Kiſſing me, took me by 
the Hand, pulPd me up again, and then giving me two 
or three Kiſſes again, thank'd me for my kind yielding 
to him; and was ſo overcome with the Satisfaction and 
nim, Joy of it, that I ſaw Tears ſtand in his Eyes. 
ſtion I turn'd from him, for it 61d my Eyes with Tears too: 
and and I alk'd him leave to retire a little to my Chamber: 
Ifever I had a Grain of true Repentance for a vicious and 
abominable Life for 24 Years paſt, it was then. O! 
what a felicity is it to Mankind, /aid I. to myſelf, that they 
cannot ſee into the Hearts of one another! How happy 
had it been for me, if I had been Wiſe to a Man of ſo 
much honeſty, and ſo much Affection from the Beginning? 
Then it occurr'd to me what an abominable Crea ture 
m I! and how is this innocent Gentleman going to be 
abusd by me! How little does he think, that having 
Divorc'd a W hore, hg is * himſelf into the Au 
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of another! that he is going to Marry one that nas lain with 
two Brotheis, and has had three Children by her own 
Brother! one that was born in Nezogate, whoſe Mother 
was a Whore, and is now a Tanſported Thief; one that 
has lain with thirteen Men, and has had a Child fince he 
ſaw me! poor Gentleman] /aid J. What is he going to 
do? After this reproaching my ſelf was over, it followed 
thus; Well, if! muſt be his Wife, if it pleale God to 
give me Grace, Fi] be a true Wife to him, and love him 
ſuitable to the firange Exceſs of his Paſſion for me; J 
will make him amends, if poſtible, by what he ſhall ſee, 
for the Cheats and Abules I put upon him, which he does 
Not lee, 
He was impatient for my coming, out of my Chamber, 
„but finding me long, he went down Stairs, and talbd 
with my Landlord abour the Parſon. 
' « My Landlord, an Officious, tho' well-meaning Fel. 
Jow, had ſent away for the Neighbouring Clergy-Man ; 
and when my Gentleman began to ſpeak of it to him, 
and talk of ſending for him, Sir, ſays he to him, my 
Friend is in the Houſe ; ſo without any more words he 
brought them together: When he came to the Mini- 
ter, heaſk'a him if he would venture to marry a coupe 
of S rangers that were both willing; The Parſon {aid 
the vlr. —— had faidiYomething to him of it ; that 
he hop'd it was no Clandeſtine Buſineſs ; that he ſecm'd to 
be a grave. Gentleman, and he ſuppos'd Madam was nat 
©) fo that the conſent of Friends ſhould be waned; 
"> of that, ſays my Gentleman, 
8 ddeenſe; J am ſatis- 
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; 9 read this Paper, and out he pulls tne hy 
"wn ned, ſays the Miniſter, where i; the Lady? you tus .._ 10 
| her preſently, favs my Gentleman. « 
. When he had {aid thus, he comes up Stairs, and I wth B 
| 2 that time come out of my Room, ſo he tells me the he 
{4 N. er Ws below, and that he had talk'd with him, | 
| | and that on ſhowing nim the Licenſe, he was free to 2 0 
vl ry us with all his Heart, but he alks to ſee you, ſo he 1 
It if I would let him come up. . D. 
Tis time enough, /aid J. in the Morning, is it not? 5 


V hy, ſaid he, my Dear he ſeem' d to ſeruple whether it 
was not ſome young Girl Rolen from her Parents, bt 
If aſſar 
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affur'd him we were both of Age to command our own 
Conſent; and that made him aſk to ſee you; well, / 
J. do as you pleaſe ; fo up they bring: the Patſon, and a 
merry good Sort of- Gentleman he was; he had been 
told, it ſeems, that we had met there by accident, that TI 
came in the Cheſter Coach, and my Gente in his 
own Coach to meet me; that we were to have mei laſt | 
Night at S/ony-Stratford, but that he could not reach fo 
far: Well, Sir, /ays the Parſon, every ill turn has fome 
good in it; the Diſappointment, Sir, /ays be to my Gentle. 
man, was yours, and the good Turn is mine, for if you had 
met at Story-Stratford I had not had the Honour to Niairy 
you: LAN DLORAD hare you a Common Praver Bok, | 

I ſtarted as if I had been frighted, Lord, Sir, ſays 1, 
what do you mean, what to marry in an Inn, and at“ 
Night too: Madam, ſays the Miniſter, 1f you will have 
it be in a Church you ſhall ; but I aſſure you your Mar- 
riage will be as firm here as in the Church ; we are not 
tyed by the Canons to Marry no where but in the 
Church; and if you will have it in the Church it will be 
as publick as a Country Fair; and as for the Time of Day 
it does not at all weigh in this Caſe, our Princes are mar- 
ried in their Chambers, and at Eight or Ten a Clock at 
Night. 

[ was a great wifile before I could be perſwaded, and 
pretended not to be willing at all to be married but in the 
Church; but it was all Grimace ; fo I ſeem'd at laſt to 
be prevail'd on, and my Landlord, and his Wife, and 
Daughter, were call'd up: My Landlord was Father 
and Clerk and all together, and we were married, and 
very Merry we were; tho! I confeſs the ſelf-reproaches 
which 1 had upon me before, lay cloſe to me, and ex- 
torted every now and then a deep ſigh from me, which 
my Bridegroom took Notice of, and endeavour'd to en- 
courage me, thinking, poor Man, that I had ſome little 
heſitations at the Step I had taken fo haſtily. 

We enjoy'd our ſelves that Eveying compleatly, and 
yet all was kept ſo private in the Inn, that not a Servant 
in the Houſe knew of it, for my Landlady and her 
Daughter waited on me, would not let any of the Maids 
tome up Stairs except whiltt we were at Supper; My Lard- 
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kdy's Daughter I call'd my Bride-maid, and ſending for 
2 Shop-keeper the next Morning, I gave the young Wo- 
man a good Suit of Knots, as good as the Town would 
afford, and finding it was a Lace-making Town, I gave 
her Mother a piece of Bone-lace for a Head. 

One Reaſon that my Landlord was fo cloſe was, that he 
was unwilling the Miniſter of the Pariſh ſhould hear of it; 
but for all that ſomebody heard of it, ſo as that we had 


| the Bells ſet a Ringing the next Morning early, and the 


Mufick, ſuch as the Town would afford, under our 
Window; but my Landlord brazen'd it out that we were 
matry'd before we came thither, only that being his for- 


mer Gueſs we would have our Wedding Supper at his Houle. 


We cou'd not find in our Hearts to ſtir the next Day ; 
for in ſhort having been diſlurb'd by the Bells in the 
Merning, and having perhaps not flept over much Before, 
we were ſo fleepy afterwards that we lay in Bed till almoſt 
Twelve a Clock. 

I begg'd my Landlady that we might not have any more 
Mufick in the Town, nor Ringing of Bells, and ſhe ma- 
nag d it ſo well that we were very quiet: But an odd Paſſage 
interrupted all my Mirth for a good while; the great 
Room of the Houſe Jook'd into the Street, aud my new 
Spouſe being below Stairs, I had-wa)k'd to the End of 
the Room, and it being a pleaſant warm day, I had open» 
ed the Window, and was Standing at it for ſome Air, 
when I ſaw three Gentlemen come by on Horſeback and 
$0 into an Inn juſt againſt us. 

It was not to be conceal'd, nor was it ſo doubtful as to 
keave me any room to queſtion it, but the ſecond of the 
three was my Lancaſbire Husband : I was frighted to 
Death, I never was in ſuch a Conſternation in my Life, 
I thought I ſhould have funk into the Ground. my Blood 
run Chill in my Veins, and I trembled as if I had been in 
. cold Fit of an Ague : I fay there was no room to queſtion 
the Truth of it, I knew his Cloaths, I knew his Horſe, 
and I knew his Face. | 

The firſt ſenſible Reflection I made was, that my Huſ- 
band was not by to ſee my Diſorder, and that I was ve- 


xy glad of: The Gentlemen had not been Jong in the 


Houlz but they came to the Window of their Room, a 
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is uſual ; but my Window was ſhut you may be ſure: 
However, I could not keep from peeping at them, and 
there I ſaw him again, heard him call out to one of the 
Servants of the Houſe for ſomething he wanted, and re- 
ceiv'd all the terrifying Confirmarions of its being the ſame 
Perſon, that were poſſible to be had. 

My next concern was to know, if poſſible, what was 
his Buſineſs there ; but that was impoſſible ; ſometimes 
my Imagination form'd an Idea of one frightful thing, 
ſometimes of another; ſometimes I thought he had dif 
cover d me, and was come to upbraid me with Ingrati- 
tude and Breach of Honour; and every Moment I fancied 
he was coming up the Stairs to Inſult me; and innumer- 
ble fancies came into my Head of what was never in his 
Head, nor never could be, unleſs the Devil had reveal'd 
it to him, | | 

I remain'd in this fright near two Hours, and ſcarce e- 
ver kept my Eye from the Window or Door of the Inn, 
where they were: At laſt hearing a great clutter in the 
Paſſage of their Inn, I run to che Window, and to my 
great Satisfaction, ſee them all three go out again 
and Travel on Weſtward ; had they gone towards Len- 
din, I ſhould have been ti)l in a fright, leaſt I ſhould 
meet him on the Road again, and that he ſhould know 
me; but he went the contrary way, and lo I was cas of 
that Diſorder. | | 

We reſolv'd to be going the next Day, but about ſix a 
Clock at Night we were alarm'd with a great uproar in the 
Street, and People riding as if they had been out of their 
Wits, and what was it but a Flue and Cry after three High- 
way-Men, that had rob'd two Coaches, and ſome other 
Travellers near Danſtabie Hill, and notice had, it ſeems, 
been given, that they had been ſeen at Brictill at ſuch 4 
Houſe, meaning the Houſe where thoſe Gentlemen had 
been. | 

The Houſe was immediately beſet and ſearch'd. but 
there were witneſſes enough that the Gentlemen had been 
gone above three Hours; the Crowd having gaihered a- 
bout, we had the News preſently; and I was heartily 
concern'd now another way: I preſently told the People 
of the Houſe, that I durſt to fey thoſe were not the Pec- 
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fons, for that I knew one of the Gentlemen to be a very 
honeſt Perſon, and of a good Eſtate in Lancaſpire. 

The Conſtable, who came with the Hue and Cry, was 
immediately inform'd of this, and came over to be ſatis- 
&'d from my ownMouth, and I aſſur'd him that I ſaw the 
three Gentleman as I was at the Window, that I ſaw them 
afterwards at the Windows of the Room they din'd in ; 
that I ſaw them afterwards take Horſe, and I eould aſſura 
him I knew one of them to be ſuch a Man, that he was 
'a Gentleman of a very good Eſtate, and an undoubted 
Character in Zancafhire, from whence I was juſt now upon 
my Journey. 

The aflurance with which I deliver'd this, gave the 
Mob Gentry a Check, and gave the Conſtable ſuch Satis - 
ſaction, that he immediately ſounded a Reatreat, told his 
People theſe were not the Men, but that he had an account 
they were very honeſt Gentlemen, and ſo they went all 

back again; what the Truth of che matter was I knew 
not, but certain it was that the Coaches were rob'd at 
Dunſtable Hill, and 5607, in Money taken, beſides ſome 
of the Lace Merchants that always Travel that way had 
been viſited too; as to ths three Gentlemen, that remains 
to be explain'd hereafter, 

Well, this Allarm ſtop'd us another Day, tho” my Spouſe 
was for Travelling, and told me that it was always ſafeſt 
Travelling after a Robbery, for that the Thieves were 
ſure to be gone far enough off when they had allarm'd the 
Country; but I was afraid and uneaſy, and indeed prin- 
gipally leaſt my old Acquaintance ſhould be upon the 
Road ſtill, and ſhould chance to ſee me. 

I never liv'd four pleaſanter Days together in my life, 
I was a meer Bride all this while, and my new Spoule. 
Krove to make me entirely eaſie in every thing; O could. 
this State of Liſe have continued I how had all my paſt 
Troubles been forgot, and my future Sorrrows been a» 
voided ?: but I had a patt life of a moſt wretched kind to- 
_ for, ſome of it in this World as well as in an» 

5 N 
We came away the fiſth Day; and my Landlord, be- 
tauſe he ſaw me uneaſie, mounted himſelf, his Son, and 


tree boxck Country Fellows with good Fire-Arms, and, 
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without telling us of it, follow'd the Coach, and would 
ſee us ſafe into Duxſtab/z; we could do no leſs than treat 
them very handſomely at unſtable which Colt my Spouſe 
about Ten or Twelve Shillings, and ſomething he gavethe 
Men for their Time too, but my Landlord would take 
nothing for himfelf. | 

This was the moſt happy Contrivance for me that could 
have fallen out, for had I come to London unmarried, L 
mutt either have come to him forthe Firſt Night's Enter- 
tainment, or have diſcovered to him that I had not ons 
Acquaintance in the whole City of Lendon that could re- 
ceive a poor Bride for the firſt Night's Lodging with her 
Spouſe : But now being an old married Woman, I made 
no ſcruple of going directly home with him, and there 
I took. Poſſeſſion at once of a Houſe well Furniſh'd, and 
a Huſband in very good Circumſtances, ſo that I had a 
Proſpect of a very happy Life if I knew how to manage 
it; and I had leiſure to conſider of the real Value of the 
Life I was likely to live; how different it was to be from 
the looſe ungovern'd part I had acted before, and how 
mueh happier a Life of Virtue and Sobriety is, than that 
which we call a Life of Pleaſure. 
O had this particular Scen- of Life laſted or had F 
learnt from that time I enjoy'd it, to have taſted the true 
ſweetneſs of it, and had I not fallen into that Poverty, 
which is the ſure Bane of Virtue, how happy had I been, 
not only here, but perhaps for ever? for while, 
T liv'd thus,. I was really a Penitent for all my Life paſt, 
T look'd back on it with Abhorrence, and might truly be 
faid to hate my ſelf for it; I often refſected how my Lo- 
ver at the Bath, ſtruck by the Hand of God, repented 
and abandon'd me, and refusd to ſee me any more, tho” 
he low'd me to an extreme; but I, prompted by that 
worſt of Devils, Poverty, return'd to the vile Praftice, 
and made-the Advantage of what they call a handſome 
Face, be the Relief to my Neceſſities, and Beauty be a- 
Pimp to Vice. 5 

Now I ſeem'd landed in a ſafe Harbour, after the Stormy: 
Voyage of Life paſt was at an end; and I began to be 
thankfal for my Deliverance; I fat many an Hour by my 
&f,. and wept over the Remembrance of palt Follies 2 
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the dreadful Extravagances of a wicked Life, and ſome- 
times I flatter'd my ſelf that I had fincerely repented 

But there are Temptations which it is not in the Power 
af Human Nature to reſiſt, and few know what would be 
their Caſe, if driven to the fame Exigences: As Covet- 
ouineſs is the Root of all Evil, ſo Poverty is, I believe, 
the worſt of all Snares: But I wave that Diſcourſe till I 
come to the Experiment. 

I liv'd with this Huſband in the utmoſt Tranquility 
he was a Quiet, Senſible, Sober Man, Virtuous, Modeſt, 
Sincere, and in his Buſineſs Diligent and Juit : His Buſi- 
neſs was in a narrow Compaſs, and his Income ſufficient 
to a plentiful way of Living in the ordinary. way ; I do 
not fay to keep an Equipage, and make a Figure as the 
World calls it, nor did I expect it, or deſire it; for as I 
abhorr'd the Levity and Extravagance of my former 
Life, ſo I choſe now to live retir'd, frugal, and within 
our {elves ; I kept no Company, made no Viſits ; mind- 
ed my Family, and oblig'd my Huſband ;- and this kind 
of Lie became a Pleaſure to me. 

We liv'd in an uninterrupted courſe of Fafe and Con- 
tent for Five Years, when a ſudden Blow from an almoſt 
inviſible Hand, blaſted all my Happinef*, and turn'd me 
out into the World in a Condition the reverſe of all that 
had been before it, 

My Hufband having truſted one of his Fellow Clerks 
with a Sum of Money too much for our Fortunes to bear 
the Loſs of, the Clerk fail'd, and the Loſs fell very hea- 
vy on my Huſband, yet it was not ſo great ncither, but 
that if he had had Spirit and Courage to have look'd his 
Misfortunes in the Face, his Credit was ſo good, that as 
T told him, he would eafily recover it; for to fink under 
Trouble is to double the Weight, and he that will Die 
In it ſhall Die in it, | 

Tt was in vain to ſpeak comfortably to him, the Wourd 
had ſunk too deep, it was a Stab that touch'd the Vitale, 
he grew Melancholy and Diſconſolate, and from thence 
Lethargick, and died; I foreſaw the Blow, and was ex- 
tremely oppreſs'd in my Mind, for I ſaw evidently that 
if he died I was undone. 

I had had two Children by him and no more, for _ 
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tell the Truth, it began to be time ſor me to leave bearing 
Children, for I was now Eight and Forty, and I ſuppoſe 
if he had liv'd I ſhould have had no more, 

I was now left in a diſmal and diſconfolate Cafe indeed, 
and in ſeveral things worſe than ever; Firſt it was paſt 
the flouriſhing time with me when I might expect to 
courted for a Miſtreſs ; that agreeable part had declin'd 
ſome time, and the Ruins only appear'd of what had 
been; and that which was worſe than all was this, that 
] was the moſt dejected, d iſconſolate Creature alive; I that 
had encourag'd my Huſband, and endeavour'd to ſupport 
his Spirits under his Trouble, could not ſupport my own ; 
I wanted that Spirit in Trouble which I told him was ſo 
neceſſary to him for bearing the burthen, 

But my Caſe was indeed Deplorable, for I was left per» 
{ly Friendleſs and Helpleſs, and the Loſs my Huſband 
had ſuſtain'd had reduc'd his Circumſtances {o low, that 
tho' indeed I was not in Debt, yet I could eaſily foreſee 
that what was left would not ſupport me long; that 
while it waſted daily for Subſiſtence, J had no Way to 
encreaſe it one Shilling, ſo that it would be ſoon all ſpent, 
and then I ſa nothing before me but the utmoſt Diftreſs, 
and this repreſented it (elf fo lively to my Thoughts, that 
it ſeem'd as if it was come, before it was really very near; 
allo my very Apprehenſions doubled the Miſery, for 1 
fancied every Sixpence that I paid but for a Loaf of 
Bread, was the laſt that J had in the World, and that To- 
morrow I was to faſt, and be ſtarv'd to Death. | 

In this Diſtreſs 1 had no Aſſiſtant, no Friend to com- 
fort or adviſe me, I ſat and cried and tormented my ſelf 
Night and Day; wringing my Hands, and ſometimes 
raving like a diſtracted Woman; and indeed I have often 
wonder'd it had not affected my Reaſon, for J had the 
Vapours to ſuch a degree, that my Underſtanding was 
ſometimes quite loſt in Fancies and Imaginations. 

lived Two Years in this diſmal Condition wa ſting 
that little J had, weeping continually over my diſmal 
Circumſtances, and as it were only bleeding to Death, 
without the leaſt hope or proſpect of help from God or 
Man; and now I had cried fo long, and ſo dften, that my 
Tears were, as I might ſay, exhauſted, and I began to be 
Deſperate, for I grew poor apace, Fer 
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For a little Relief I had put of my Houſe and took 
Lodgings, and as I was reducing my Living ſo I fold off 
moſt of my Goods, which put a little Money in my Poc- 
ket, and I liv'd near a Year upon that, fpending very 
ſparingly, and eeking things out to the utmoſt; but itil} 
when I look'd before me, my very Heart would link 
within me at the inevitable approach of Miſery and want: 
O let none read this part without ſeriouſly reflecting on 
the Circumſtanees of a deſolate State, and how they 
would grapple with meer want of Friends and want of 
Bread; it will certainly make them think not of ſparing 
what they have only, but looking up to Heaven tor ſup- 
port, and of the wiſe Man's Prayer, Give me net Poverty 
leaſt I Steal. 

Let*em remember that a time of Diſtreſs is a time of 
dreaful Temptation, and all the Strength to reſiſt is taken 
away; Poverty preſſes, the Soul is made Deſperate by 
Diſtreſs, and what can be done? It was one Evening, 
when being brought, as I may ſay, te the laſt Gaſp, I 
think I may truly ſay I was Diſtracted and Raving, when 
prompted by I know not what Spirit, and as it were, 
doing I did not know what, or why; I dre(s'd me, for 
J had ſtill pretty good Cloaths and went out: I am very 
ſure I had no manner of Deſign in my Head, when [ 
went out, I neither knew or conſidered where to go, or on 
what Buſineſs; but as the Devil carried me out and laid 
his Bait for me, ſo he brought me to be ſure to the place, 
for I knew not whither I was going or what I did. 

Wandring thus about J knew not whither, I paſs'd by 
an Apothecary's Shop in Leadenballiſtreet, where I faw 
lye on a Stool juſt before the Counter a little Bundle wrapt 
in a white Cloth ; beyond it food a Maid Servant with 
her Back to it, looking up towards the top of the Shop, 
where the Apothecary's Apprentice, as I ſuppoſe, was 
ſtanding upon the Counter, with his Back allo to the 
Door, and a Candle in his Hand, Jooking and reaching 
up to the upper Shelf for ſomething he wanted, fo that 


both were engag d mighty earneſtly, and no Body elſe 


in the Shop. 
This was the Bait; and the Devil who I faid _ 


il 
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the Snare, as readily prompted me, as if he had ſpoke, 
for I remember, and ſhall never forget it, *twas like a 
Voice ſpoken to me over my Shoulder, take the Bundle ; 
be quick; do it this Moment; it was no ſooner ſaid but I 
fep'd into the Shop, and with my Back to the Weneh, 
as if I had ſtood up for a Cart that was going by, I put my 
Hand behind me and took the Bundle, and went off with 
it, the Maid or the Fellow not perceiving me, or any 
one elle. . 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the Horror of my Soul all 
the while I did it : When I went away I had no Heart to 
run, or ſcarce mend my pace; I croſꝰd the Street indeed, 
and went down the firſt turning I came to, and I think it 
was a Street that went thro' into Fenchurcb-treet, from 
thence I croſꝰd and turn'd thro' ſo many ways and turn- 
ings that I could never tell which way it was, nor where 
| went, for I felt not the Ground I ſtept on, and the far- 
ther J was out of Danger, the faſter I went, tyr'd and out 
of Breath, I was forc'd to ſit down on a little Bench at a 
Door, and then I began to recover, and found I was got 
into Thames-ffreet near Billinſgate: J reſted me a little 
and went on, my Blood was all in a Fire, my Heart 
beat as if I was in a ſudden Fright * In ſhort, ] was un- 
der ſach a Surprize that I ſill knew not whither I was 
a going, or what to do. 

After I had tir'd my elf thus with walking a long way 
about, and ſo eagerly, I began to conſider and make home 
- my Lodging, where I came about Ninea Clock at 

light. 

What the Bundle was made up for, or on what Occa- 
ſion laid where I found it, I knew not, but when I came - 
to open it I found there was a Suit of "Child-bed Linnen 

good, almoſt new, the Lace very fine; there 
Pint, a ſmall Silver Mug and 
d Smock, and 


in 2 


in it, Vea 5 
was a Silver Porringer o-. 
Six Spoons with ſome other Linnen, a h. 
Three Silk Handkerchiefs, and in the Mug wrav'd uy 

Paper Eighteen Shillings and Sixpence in Money. ; 
All the while I was opening theſe things I was under 
och dreadful Impreſſions of Fear, and in ſuch Terror of 
Mind, tho! I was perfectly ſafe, that 4 cannot ex preis the 
manner of it ; I fat me down and cried moſt * F 
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Lord ſaid I, what am I now? a Thief! why J ſhall be 
taken next time and be carry'd to Newgate and oe Try'd 
for my Life! and with that I cry'd again a long time, 
ana Iam ſure, as poor as I was, if I had durſt for fear, I 
would certainly have carried the things back again; but 
that went off afier a while: Well I went to Bed for that 
Night, but ſlept little, the Horror of the Fa& was upon 
my Mind, and I knew not what I faid or did all Night, 
and all the next Day: Then I was impatient to hear ſome 
News of the Loſs: and would fain know how it was, 
whether they were a Poor Body's Goods, or a Rich; 
perhaps ſaid 1, it may be ſome poor Widow like me, 
that had pack'd up thele Goods to go and fell them for a 
little Bread for herſelf and a poor Child, and are now 
flarving and breaking their Hearts, for want of that little 
they would have feich'd, and this Thought tormerted 
me worle than all the reſt, for three or four Days time. 
But my own Diſtreſſes ſilenc'd all theſe Reflections, 
and the proſpect of my own Starving, which grew every 
Day more frighiful to me, harden'd my Heart by de- 
grees ; it was then particularly heavy upon my Mind, 
that I had been reform'd, and had, as 1 hop'd, repented 
of all my paſs'd wickedneſs; that I had Jiv'd a ſober, 
grave, retir'd Life fer ſeveral Years, but now I ſhould be 
driven by the dreadful Neceſſity of my Circumſtances to 
the Gates of Deſtruction, Soul and Body; and two or 
three times I ſell upon my knees, praying to God, as 
well as I could, for Deliverance ; but 1 cannot but ay 
my Prayers had no hope in them; I knew not what to 
do, it was all Fear without, and Dark within; and I re- 
flected on my paſꝰ d Life as not ſincerely repented of, that 
Heaven was now beginning to puniſh me on this fide the 
Grave, and would make me as miſerable as I. had been 
wicked, 
Had I gone on here I had perhaps been a true Peni- 
tent; but I had an evil Counſellor within, and he was 
continually prompting me to relieve my {elf by the work 
means; ſo one Evening he tempted me again by the 
ſame wicked Impulſe that he ſaid take that Bundle, to £9 
and ſeek for what might happen. 
I went out now by Day-light, and wand red 2 
nel 
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knew not whither, and in ſearch of 1 knew not What, 
when the Devil put a Snare in my way of a dreadful Na- 
ture indeed, and ſuch a one as 1 have never had belore of 
ſince; going thro! Alderſgate-freet there was a pretty lic- 
tle Child had been at a Dancing-School, and was going 
home, all alone, and my promp:er, like a true Devil, tet 
me upon this innocent Creature; I taik'd to it, and it 
pratild to me again, and I took it by the Hand and led it a- 
Jong till I came to a pav'd Alley that goes into Bartholo- 
mew-Choſe, and I led it in there; the Child laid that was 
not its way home, I ſaid, yes, my Dcar it ir, Ill ſhow 
you the way home; the Child nad a little Necklace on of 
Gold Beads, and 1 had my Eye upon that, and in the 
dark of the Alley I ſtoop'd, pretending to mend the 
Child's Clog that was looſe, and took off her Necklace and 
the Child never felt it, and fo led the Child on again: 
Here, I ſay, the Devil put me upon killing the Child in 
the dark Alley, that it might not Cry; but the very 
twwught frighted me ſo that I was ready to drop down, 
but 1 turn'd the Child about and bad it go back again, 
for that was not its way home; the Child faid fo ſhe 
would, and I went thro' into Bartho/omew Cloſe, aud 
turn'd round to another Paſſage that goes into Lang-lane, 
o away into Charterheuſe-Yard and ou: into St, Johr. 
fireet, then croſſing into Smithfield, went down Chill 
lane and into Fiela. lane to Holbourn-bridge, when mixing 
with the Crowd of People uſually paſhng there, it was 
not poſſible to have been found out; and thus I enter-- 
priz'd my ſzcond Sally into the World. 

The thoughts of this Booty put out all the thoughts of 
the firſt, and the Reflect ions | had made wore quickly 
off; Poverty, as 1 have ſaid, harden'd my Heart, and 
my own Neceſſities made me regardleſs of any thing: 
The laſt Affair left no great Concern upon me, for as I 
did the poor Child no harm, I only ſaid to my (elf, 1 had 
given the Parents a juſt Reproof for their Negligence in 
leaving the poor little Lamb to come home by it ſelf, and 
it would teach-them to take more care of it another time, 

This String of Beads was worth about Twelve or 
Fourteen Pounds, I ſuppoſe it might have been formerly 
the Mother's, for ii was too " for the Child's wear, but 
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that, perhaps, the Vanity of the Mo her to have her Child 
look Fine at the Dancing School, had made her let the 
C:1:14 wear it, and no doubt the Child had a Maid ſent 
to take care of it, but ſhe, like a careleſs Jade, was taken 
up perhaps with ſome Fellow that had met her by the 
way, and fo the poor Baby wandred till it fell into my 
Haads, : 

However, I did the Child no harm, I did not ſo 
much as fright it, for J had a great many tender Thoughts 
about me yet, and did nothing but what, as I may ay, 
meer Neceſſity drove me to. 

I had a gieat many Adventures after this, but I was 
young in the Buſineſs, and did not know how to manage, 
otherwiſe than as the Devil put things into my Head; 
and indeed he was ſeldom backward to me : One Adven- 
ture I had which was very lucky to me; I was going thro 
Lombard. rect in the duſk of the Evening, juſt by the end 
of Three King Cxzrt, when on a ſudden comes aPFellow run- 
ing by me as iwift as Lightning, and throws a Bundle that 
Was in his Hand juſt behind me, as I ſtood up againſt the 
corner of the Houſe at the turning into the Alley; juſt as 
he thiew it in he ſaid, God bleſs you Miſtreſs let it lie 
there a little, and away he runs ſwift as the Wind: After 
bim comes two more, and immediately a young Fellow 
without a Flat, crying ſtop Thief, and after him two er 
three more, they purſued the two laſt Fellows ſo cloſe, 
that they were forced to drop what - they had got, and 

_ of them was taken into the bargain, the other got off 
Tee. 

J ſtood Rack ſtill all this while till they came back, 

dragging the poor Fellow they had taken, and luging the 


things they had found, extremely well fatisfied that they 


had recovered the Booty, and taken the Thief; and thus 
they paſs'd by me, for I look'd only like one who ſloed up 


while the Crowd was gone. 
Once or twice I askd what was the matter, but the 


People neglected anſwering me, and I was not very im- 


portunate; but after the Crowd was wholly. paſs'd, I took 
my opportunity to turn abaut and take up what was be⸗ 
' hind me and walk away: This indeed I did with leis 
Didurbance than I had done formerly, for theſe ay +: 
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did not ſteal, but they were ſtolen to my Hand: I got 
aſe to my Lodgings with this Cargo, which was a Piece 
of fine black Luſtring Silk, and a Piece of Velvet; the 
latter was bat part of a Piece of about 11 Yards; the 
former was a whole Piece of near 50 Yards; it ſeems it 
was a Merce, Shop that they had rifled, I fay rifled, 
becauſe the Goods were ſo conſiderable that they had Loit x 
for the Goods that they Recover' were pretty many, and 
| believe came to about ſix or ſeven feveral Pieces of Silk: 
How they came to get ſo many I could not tell; butas I 
had only robb'd the Thief I made no icruple at taking 
theſe Goods, and being very glad of them too. 

[ had pretty good Luck thus far, and I made ſeveral Ad- 
ventures more, tho! with but ſmall Purchaſe, yet with 
good Succeſ , but] went in daily dread that ſome miſchief 
would befal me, and that I ſhould certainly come to be 
hang'd at laſt: The impreſſion this made on me was 
too ſtrong to be ſlighted, and it kept me from making at- 
tempts that for ought I know might have been very ſafely 
perform'd ; but one thing J cannot omit, which was a 
Bait to me many a Day, I walk'd frequently out into the 
Villages round the Town to fee if notheng would fall in my 
Way chere; and going by a Houſe near Szepney, | ſaw on 
the Window-board two Rings, one a ſmall Diamond 
Ring, and the other a plain Gold Ring, to be {ure laid 
there by ſome thoughtleſs Lady, that had more Money 
than Forecaſt, perhaps only till ſhe waſh'd her Hands. 

I walk'd ſeveral times by the Window to obſerve if 1 
could ſee whether there was any Body in the Room or no, 
and 1 could ſee no Body, but ſtill I was not ſure; it 
tame preſently into my Thoughts to rap at the Glaſs, as 
if I wanted to ſpeak with ſome Body, and if any Body was 
there they would be ſure to come to the Window, and 
then [ would tell them to remove thoſe Rings, for that [ 
had ſeen two ſuſpicious Fellows take notice of them: This 
was a ready Thought, I rapt once or twice and no Body 
came, when ſeeing the Coaſt clear, I thruſt hard againſt 
the Square of the Glaſs, and broke it with very little Noiſe, 
and took out the two Rings, and walk' J away with them 
very ſafe, the Diamond Ring was worth about 3 J. and 
the other about 9 5. 
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I was now at a Loſs for a Market for my Goods, and 
eſpecially tor my two Pieces of S lk; I was very loth to 
diſpoſe of them for a Trifle, as the poor unhappy 
Thieves in geteral do, who after they have ventured 
their Lives for, perhaps a Thing of Value, are fain t) 
ſell it for a Song when they have done; but I was te- 
£ 1'd I wou'd nst do thus whatever Shift I made, unleſs 
was driven to the laſt Extremity ; however I did not 
well know what Courſe to take: At laſt I refolv'd to go 
to my old Governeſs, and acquaint myſelf with her a- 
gain: I had punQually ſupply'd the 5, J a Year to her 
for my litile Boy as long as I was able; but at laſt was 
obliged to put a Stop to it: However I had written a 
Leiter to her wherein I had told her that my Cireum- 
ſtances were reduced very low ; that I had loſt my Huſ- 

| band, and that I was not able to do it any longer, and ſo 
deg d that the poor Child might not fuffer too much for 
its Mother's Misfortunes. 

I now made her a Viſit, and T found that ſhe drove 
ſomething of the old Trade ſill, but thai ſhe was not in 
ſuch flouriſhing Circumſtances as before; for ſhe had been 
Sued by a certain Gentleman, who had had his Daugh- 
ter ſtolen from him ; and who it ſeems ſhe had helped to 
convey away; and it was very narrow!y that ſhe eſcap'd 
the Gallows; the Expence alſo had ravag'd her, and ſhe 
was become very poor ; her Houſe was but mean]y Fur- 
niſhed, and ſhe was not in ſuch repute for her Practice 
as before; however ſhe ſtond upon her Lege, as they ſar, 
and us ſhe was a ſtirring buſtling Woman, and had ſome 
m_ left, ſhe was turn'd Pazon Broker, ard lit'd pretty 
well. 

She receiv'd me very civilly, and with her uſual o. 
bliging manner told me, ſhe would not have the leſs re- 
fpeR for me, for my being reduc'd ; that ſhe had taken 
Care my Boy was very well look d after, tho” I could not 
pay for him, and that the Woman that had him was ea- 
ty, ſo that I needed not to Trouble myſelf about him, 
till] might be better able to do it effectually. 

I told her Þ had not much Money left, but that I had 
ſome things that were Monies worth, if ſhe could tell me 
gow L might. turn them into Money; ſhe ask'd me wha: 
1 
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It was ] had, I pull'd out the ſtring of gold Beads, an d 
told her it was one of my Huſbind's Preſents to me; then 
I ſhow'd her the two Parcels of Silk which J told her I 
had from Jre/and, and brought up to Town with me; 
and the little Diamond Ring; as to the fmall Parcel of 
Plate and Spoons, I had found means to diſpoſe of them 
myſelf before; and as for the Childbed Linnen I had, ſhe 
offer'd me to take it herſelf, believing it to have been 
my own ; ſhe told me that ſhe was turn'd P1wn Broker, 
and that ſhe would ſell thoſe things for me as pawn'd to 
her, and ſo ſhe ſent preſently for proper Agents that 
bought them, being in her Hands, without any ſcruple, 
ard gave good Prices too. 

I now began to think this neceſſary Woman might help 
me a little in my low Condition to fome Buſineſs; for I 
would gladly have turn'd my Hand to any honeſt .m- 
ployment if- I could have got it; but here ſhe was de- 
ficient 3 honeſt Buſineſs did not come within her reach; 
it I had been younger, perhaps ſhe might have belped me 
to a Spark, but my Thoughts were off of that kind ot 
Livelihood, as being quite out of the way after 50, which 
was my Caf, and fo I told her. 

She invited me at laſt to come, and be at her Houſe 
till I could find ſomething to do, and it ſhould coſt me 
very little, and this I gladly accepted of, and now living 
2 little eafter,-I enter'd into ſome Meaſures to have m 
little Son by my laſt Huſband taken off; and this ſhe” 
made eaſy too, reſerving a Pay ment only of 5 I a Year, 
if I could pay it. This was ſuch help to me, that for a 
good while I left off the wicked Trade that I had fo new 
ly taken up; and gladly I wonld have got my Bread by 
the help of my Needle if I cou'd have got Work, but that 
was very hard to do for one that had no manner of Ac- 
quaintance in the World. : 

Hewever at laſt I got ſome Quilting-work for the La- 
dies Beds, Petticoats, and the like; and this I lik'd very 
well and work'd very hard, and with thi: I began to 
live ; but the diligent Devil who refolv'd 1 ſhould con- 
tinue in his Service, . continually prompted me to go and 
take. a Walk, that is to ſay, to ice if any. Thing would 
offer in che old Way. 4 
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One Evening I blindly obey'd his Summone, and 
fe:ch'd a long Circuit through the Streets, but met with 
no Purchaſe, and came Home very weary, and. empty; 
but not content with that,. I went out the next Evening 
too, when going. by an Alehouſe I ſaw the Door of a 
little Room open, next the very Street, and on the Ta- 
ble a Silver Tankard, Things much in uſe in publick 
Houſes at that Time; it ſeems ſome Company had been 
drinking there, and the careleſs Boys had forgot to take 
it away. 

1 ge into the Box frankly, and ſetting the Silver 
Tankard on the Corner of the Bench, I fat down before 
ir, and knock'd with my Foot, a Boy came preſently, 
and-I bade him fetch me a Pint of warm Ale for it was 
cold Weather; the Boy run, and I heard him go down 
the Cellar to draw the Ale; while the Boy was gone, ano- 
ther Boy came into the Room, and cry'd, D' ge call; I 
ſpoke with a melancholy Air, and faid, No, Child, the 
Boy is gone for a Pint of Ale for me. 

While I fat here, I heard the Woman in the Bar ſup 
are they all gone in the Five, which was the Box I fat in, 
and the Boy {aid yes ;. who fetch'd the Tankard away ? /ayr 
Abe Woman, I did ſays another Boy, thats it, pointing it 

ſeems to another Tankard, which he had ferch'd from 
another Box by miſtake ; or elſe it muſt be, that the 
Rogue forgot that he had not brought it in, which cer- 
tainly he had not. | 

T heard all this, much to my ſatisfaction, for I found 
plainly that the Tankard was not miſt, and yet they con- 
Tu it was fetch'd away; ſo I drank my Ale, call'd to 

Pay, and as I went away, I/aid, take care of your Plate 

Child, meaning a ſilver Pint Mug, which he brought my 
Drink in; the Boy ſaid, yes Madam, very welcone, and 
away I came, 

I came Home to my Governeſs, and now I thought 
it was a time to try her, that if I might be put to the 
'Neceflity of being expoſed, ſhe might offer me ſome 
aſſiſtance; when I had been at Home ſome time, and 
had an opportunity of Talking to her, I told her I had a 
Secret of the greateſt Conſequence in the World to com- 
mit to her if ſhe bad. reſpect enough for me to keep it a 
| b Secret: 
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Secret: She told me ſhe had kept one of my Seerets faith- 
fully ; why ſhould I doubt her keeping another? I told 
her the ſtrangeſt thing in the World had befallen me, 
and that it had made a Thief of me, even without any 
deſign ; and fo told her the whole Story of the Tankard: 
And have you broughtit away with you my Dear ſays e, 
to be ſure I have, ſays J. and ſhew'd it her. But what 
ſhall I do now, ſays J. muſt not I carry it again? 

Carry it again! ſays ſbe, Ay, if you are minded to be: 
ſent to Nerogate for ſtealing it: why /ays I, they can't be 
ſo baſe to ſtop me, when I carry it them again? Yow 
don't know thoſe fort of People Child, ſays Ge, they'll 
not only carry you to Newgate, but hang you too, with» 
out any regard to the honeſty of returning it; or bring in 
an Account of all the other Tankards they have loſt for 
you to pay for: What muſt I do then? /ays Nay, ſays 
foe, as you have plaid the cunning part and ſtole it, you 
muſt &'en keep it, there's no going back now; beſides 
Child, /ays ſhe. Don't you want it more than they do? E 
wiſh you cou'd light of ſuch a Bargain once a Week. 

This gave me a new Notion of my Governeſs, and 
that ſince ſhe was turn'd Pawn Broker, ſhe had a Sort 
of People about her, that were none of the honeſt ones 
that l had mer with there before. 

I had not been long there, bur I diſcover'd' it more 
plainly than before, for every now and then I ſaw Hilts of 
Swords, Spoons, Forks, and Tankards, and all ſuch kind 
of Ware brought in, not to be Pawn'd but to be fold 
down right; and ſhe bought every thing that came wich- 
ont aſking any Queſtions, but had very good Bargains as I 
found by- her Diſcourſe: 

J found alſo that in the following this Trade, ſhe al- 
ways melted down the Plate ſhe bought, that it might 
not be challeng'd; and ſhe came to me and told me one 
Morning that ſhe was going to Melt, and if I would, ſhe 
would put my Tankard in, that it might not be ſeen by 
any Bedy ; I told her with all my Heart; ſo ſhe weigh'd 
it, and allow'd me the full value in Silver again 5- but I 
found ſhe did not do the fame to the reſt of her Cuſto# 
mers. 

Sometime after this, as I was at work, and — me- 
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lancholly, ſhe begins to aſk me what the Matter was ? 2 
ſhe was us'd to do; I told her my Heart was heavy, I had 
little Work ard nothing to live on, and knew not what 
Courle to take-; ſhe Laugh'd and told me I muſt go out a- 
gain and try my Fortune; it might be that I might 
meet with another Piece of Plate, O, Mother! /ay: , 
that is a Trade I have no fkill in, and if I ſhould be ta- 
ken Iam undone at once; /ays be, I cou'd help you toa 
School-Miſtreſs, that ſhall make you as dexterous as her 
ſelf: I trembled at that Propoſal for hitherto I had had no 
Confederates, nor any Acquaintance among that Tribe; 
but ſhe conquer d all my Modeſty, and all my Fears; and 
in alittle time, by the help of this Confederate, I grew as 
impudent a Thief, and as dexterous as ever Moll Cut- 
Parſe was, tho if Fame does not belie her, not half ſo 
Handſome. 5 
The Comrade ſhe helped me to, dealt in three ſorts of 
Craft. (viz.) Shop-lifting, ſealing of Shop-Books, and 
Pocket-Books, and taking off Gold Watches from the La- 
dies Sides, and this laſt fhe did ſo dexterouſly that no 
Woman ever arriv'd to the Perfection of that Art, ſo as to 
do it like her: I lik'd the firſt and the laſt of thele things 
very well, and J attended her ſame time in the Practice, 
Juſt as a Deputy attends a Midwife without any Pay. 
At length ſhe put me to Practiſe, ſhe had ſhewn me 
her Art, and I had ſeveral times unhook'd a Watch from 
her own fide with great dexterity ;-at laſt ſhe ſhow'd me a 
Prize, and this wasa young Lady big with Child who had 
a Charming Watch, the thing was io be done as ſhe came 
out of Church; ſhe goes on one fide. of the Lady, and 
pretends, juſt as ſhe came to the Steps, to fall, and fell 
againſt the Lady with ſo much violence as put her into a 
great fright, and both cry'd out terribly; in the very 
moment that ſhe- joftled the Lady, I had hold of the 
Watch, and: hold ing it the right way, the ſtart ſhe gave 
drew. the Hook out and ſhe never felt it; I made off im- 
mediately, and left my School-miſtreſs to come out of her 
pretended Fright gradually, and the Lady too; and pre- 
(ently the Watch was miſs'd ; ay, /ays my Comrade, then 
it was thoſe Rogues that thruſt me down, I —__ ye: 
Won- 
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I wonder the Gentlewoman did not mif: her Watch be- 


fore, then we might have taken them. 

She humour'd the thing ſo well that no Body ſuſpected 
her, and | was got home a full Hour before her: This 
was my firſt Adventure in Company; the Watch was a 
rery fine one, and had a great many Trinkets about ir, 
and my Governeſs allow'd us 20 J. for it, of which I had 
half, and thus I was enter'd a compleat Thief, harden'd 
to a Pitch; above all the Reflections of Conſcience or Mo- 
deſty, and to a Degree which I muſt acknowledge I never 
thought poſſible in me. 

Thus the Devil who began, by the help of an irreſiſt- 
able Poverty, to puſh me into this Wickedneſs, brought 
me on to the height beyond the common Rate, ever 
when my Neceſſities were not ſo great, or the proſpedt of 
my Miſery ſo terrifying; for I had now got into a little 
Vein of Work, and as I was not at a loſs to handle my 
Needle, it was very probable, as Acquaintance came in, 
I might have got my Bread honeſtly enough. 

I muſt ſay, that if ſuch a proſpect of Work had pre- 
ſented it felf at firſt, when I began to feel the approach 
of my miſerable Circumſtances; I ſay, had ſuch a proſ- 
pect of getting my Bread by working preſented itſelf then, 
had never fallen into this wicked Trade, or into ſuch a 
wicked Gang as I was now embart'd with; but praQtiſe 
had harden'd me, and I grew audacious to the laſt degree 
and the more ſo, becauſe [ carricd it on ſo long, and had 
never been taken ; for in a word, my new Partner in 
Wickedneſs and I went on together ſo long, without be- 
ing ever detected, that we not only grew Bold, but we 
grew Rich, and we had at one time One and Twenty 
Go'd Watches in our Hands, 

remember that one Day being a little more ſerious than 
ordinary, finding I had fo good a Stock before hand as L 
had, for I had near 200 / in Money for my Share; it 
came ſtrongly into my Mind, no doubt from ſome kind 
Spirit, if ſuch there be; that as at firſt Poverty excited 
me, and my Diſtreſſes drove me to thoſe dreadful Shifts ; 
{9 {ecing thoſe Di ſtreſſes were now relieved, and I could 
al.0 get ſomething towards a Maintenance by working, 
ind had ſo good @ Bank to ſupport me, why ſhould : not 

care 
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leave off, as they ſay while I was well; that I could not 
expect to go always free; and if I was once ſurpris'd and 
miſcarry'd I was undone. : 

This was doubtleſs the happy Minute, when if I had 
hearken'd to the bleſſed hint from whaſoever hand it 
came, I had ſtill a Caſt for an eaſy Life ; but my Fate was 
otherwue determin'd,the buſy Devil that fo induſtriouſly 
drew me in, had too faſt hold of me to let me go back; 
but as Poverty brought me into the Mire, ſo Avarice kept 
me in, till there was no going back; as to the Arguments 
which my Reaſon dictated for perſwading me to lay 
down, Avarice ſtept in and ſaid, go on, go on; you have 
had very good luck, go on till you have gotten Four or 
Five Hundred Pound, and then you ſhall leave off, and 
then you may live eaſie without working at all. 

Thus I that was once in the Devil's Clutches, was held 
faſt there as with a Charm, and had no Power to go 
without the Circle, till Las ingulph'd in Labyrinths of 
trouble too great to get out at all. 

However, theſe Thoughts left ſome Impreſſion upon 
me, and made me act with ſome more caution than before, 
and more than my Directors us'd for themſelves. My 
Comerade, as I call'd her, but rather ſhe ſhould have 
been called my Teacher, with another of her Scholars, 
was the firſt in the Misfortune, for happening to be upon 
the hunt for Purchaſe, they made an attempt upon a Lin- 
nen-Draper in CHeapſide, but were ſnap'd by a Hawks- 
ey'd Journey-man, and ſeiz'd with two pieces of Cam- 
brick, which were taken alſo upon th em. 

This was enough to Lodge them both in Newgate, 
where they had the Mi:fortune to have ſome of their for- 
mer Sins brought to remembrance ;- two other Indict- 
ments being brought againſt them, and the Fact being 
prov'd upon them, they were both condemned to Die; 
they both pleaded their Bellies, and were both voted 
Quick: with Child ; tho? my Tutrefs was no more with 
Child than I was. 

I went frequently to ſee them, and Condole with them, 
expecting that it would be my turn next; but the place 
gave me ſo much Horror, reflecting that it was the Place of 
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my Mother's Misſortunes, that J could not bear it, fo 1 
was forc'd to leave off going to ſee them. 

And O] could I have but taken warning by their Diſ- 
aſters, 1 had been happy ſtill, for I was yet free, and had 
nothing brought againſt me; but it could not be, my 
; Meaſure was not yet flPd up. : 
My Comerade having the Brand of an old Offender * 
f was executed; the young Offender was ſpar d having ob- | 
tain'd a Reprieve ; but lay ſtarving a long while in Pri- 
z ton, till at laſt ſhe got her Name into what they call a 
ö Circuit Pardon, and ſo came off. 

; This terrible Example of my Comerade frighted me 
r 
| 


heartily, and for a good while I made no Excurſions ; but 
one Night, in the Neighbourhood of my Governeſy's 
Houſe, they cryed Fire; my Governeſs look'd out, for 
we were all up, and cryed immediately that ſuch a Gen- 
tlewoman's Houſe was all of alight Fire a top, and fo in- 
f deed it was: Here ſhe gave me a jog, now, Child, lays 
ihe, there is a rare opportunity, the Fire being {o near 
n that you may go to it before the Street is block d up with 
3 the Crowd; ſhe preſently gave me my cue, go, Child, 
* Jays ſhe, to the Houſe, and run in and tell the Lady, or 
0 any Body you ſee, that yeu come to help them, and chat 
5, you came from ſuch a Gentlewaman (that is one of her 
Acquaintance farther up the Street) ; ſhe gave me the like 
cue to the next Houſe, naming another Name that was 
allo an Acquaintance of the Gentlewoman of the Houſe. 
Away I went, and coming to the Houle I found them 
all in Contuſion, you may beſure; I run in, and finding 
ey one of the Maids, Lord, Sweet. heart, ſaid 1, how came this 
diſmal Accident ? Where is your Miſtreſs ? How does ſhe 


* do? Is ſhe ſafe? And where are the Children? I come 
ng fiom Madam to help you: away runs the Maid, 
E 5 


; Madam, Madam, /ays ſhe, ſereaming as loud as ſhe cou'd 
ed yell, here is a Gentlewoman come from Madam to 
ch bey us : The poor Woman half out of her Wits, with 
Bundle under her Arm, and two little Children, comes to. 


m, wards me, Lord, Madam, ſays J, let me carry the poor 
my Children to Madam „me deſires you to ſend 
> 0 


them; ſhe'll take care of the poor Lambs, and immedi- 
my ately I takes one of them out of her Hand, and ſhe lifts 


the 
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the tother into my 222 do, for God“, ſake, fa) s ſhe, 
carry them to her; O thank ber for ber kindne(s: Have you 
any thing elſe to ſecure, Madam, fays I, foe will take care 
4 it: O dear! ay, ſays ſhe, God bleſs ber, and thank 
er, take this bundle of Plate and carry it to her wo; 0 
fe is a good Woman ; O Lord, we are utterly ruin d, utter. 
ly undone ; and away ſhe runs from me out of her Wits, 
and the Maids after her, and away comes I with the tuo 
Children and the Bundle. : 

I was no ſooner got into the Street, but I aw another 
Woman come to me, O] ſays fbe, Miſtreſs in a piteous 
Tone, you will let fall the Child; come, this is a fad 

time, let me help you, and immediately lays hold of 
my Bundle to earry it for me; no, /ays £ if you will 

help me, take che Child by the Hand, and lead it for me 
but to the upper end of the Street, I'll go with you ang 
fatisfy you for your Pains. 

She cou'd not avoid going, after what I ſaid, but the 

Creature, in ſhort, was one of the ſame Buſineſs with me, 
and wanted nothing but the Bundle; however, ſhe went 
with me to the Door, for ſhe cou'd not help it; 
when we were come there I whiſper'd her, go Chila, ſaid 
I. 7 underſiand your Trade, you may meet with Purchaſe 
Enough. 

She underſtood me and walk'd off ; I thundered at the 
Door with the Children, and as the People were raid 
before by the Noiſe of the Fire, I was ſoon let in, and 1 
ſaid, 1s Madam atuake, pray tell ber Mrs, =—— dirt 
the favour of ber to take the two Children in: poor Lady, 
ſhe will be undone, their Houſe is all of a Flame? they 
took the Children in very civily, pitied the Family in 

Diſtreſs, and away came I with my Bundle; one of the 
Maids aſk'd me, it I was not to leave the Bundle too? | 
faid no, Sweetheart, tis to go to another place, it does 
not belong to them. 

I was a great way out of the hurry now, and fo I went 
on, clear of any Bodys enquiry, and brought the bundle 
of Plate, which was very conſiderable, ſtrait home, and 
gave it my old Governeſs; ſhe told me ſhe would not 
Jook into it, but bade me go out again to look for more, 


»he gave me the like Cue to the Gentlewoman of * 
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next Houſe to that which was on Fire, and 1 did my 
Endeavour to go, but by this Time the Alarm of Fire 
was ſo great, and ſo many Engines playing, aud che 
Streets ſo throng'd with People, that I cou'd not get near 
the Houſe, whatever | cou'd do; fol came back again 
to my Governeſe's, and taking the Bundle up into my 
Chamber, I began to examine it: It is with Horror that 
| tell what a '1'reaſure 1 found there; *cis enough to lay, 
that beſides moſt of the Family Plate, which was con- 
ſiderable, I found a Gold Chain, an old faſhion'd Thing, 
the Locket of which was broken, ſo that I ſuppoſe it 
had not been usd ſome Years, but the Gold was not the 
worie for that; alio a little Box of burying Rings, the 
Lady's Wedding ring, and ſome broken Bits of old 
Lockets of Gold, a Gold Watch, and a Purſe with about 
24/, Value in old Pieces of Gold Coin, and ſeveral 
other Things of Value. 

This was the greateſt and the worſt Prize that ever I 
was concern'd in, for indeed, tho' as I have ſaid above, 
| was harden'd now beyond the Power of all Reflection 
in other Caſes, yet it really toueh'd me to the very Soul, 
when I look'd into this Treaſure, to think of the poor 
diſconſolate Gentlewoman who had loſt ſo much by the 
Fire beſides; and who would think to be fure that ſhe 
had ſaved her Plate and belt Things; how ſhe wou'd be 
lurprized and aflited when ſhe would find that ſhe had 
been decciv'd, and ſhould find that the Perion that took 
her Children and her Goods, had not come, as was pre- 
tended, from the Gentlewoman in the next Street, but 
that the Children had been put upon her without her 
own Knowledge. 

I fay 1 confeſs the Tnhumanity of this Action mov'd 
me very much, and made me rejent exceedingly, and 
Tears ſtood in my Eyes upon that Subject: But with all 
my Senſe of its being cruel and inhuman, I cou'd never 
ind in my Heart to make any Reſtitution : The Reflec- 
tion wore off, and I began quickly to forget the Circum- 
ſtances that attended the taking them. 

Nor was this all; for tho by this Jobb I was become 
conſiderably richer than before, yet the Reſolution J had 
termerly taken of leaving off 2 horrid Trade, when I 
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had gotten a little more, did not return ; but I muſt ſtill 
get far her, and more ; and the Avarice join'd ſo with the 
Succeſs, that I had no more Thoughts of coming to a 
timely Alteration of Life; tho' without it I could expect 
no Safety, no Tranquility in the Poſſeſſion of what I had 
ſo wickedly gain'd ; but a little more, and a little more, 
was the Caſe ſtill, 

At length yielding to the Importunities of my Crime, 
I caſt off all Remorſe and Repentance; and all the Re- 
flections on that Head turn'd to no more than this, that I 
might perhaps come to have one Booty more that might 
compleat my Deſires ; but tho certainly I had that one 
Booty, yet every hit look d towards another, and was fo 
encouraging to me to go on with the Trade, that I had no 
Guft to the Thought of laying it down. 

In this Condition, harden'd by Succeſs, and reſolving 
togo on, I fell into the Snare in which I was appointed 
to meet with my laſt Reward for this Kind of Life: But 
even this was not yet, for I met with ſeveral ſucceſsful 
Adventures more in this Way of being undone. 

J remain'd flill with my Governels, who was for a 
while really concerned for the Misfortune of my Come- 
rade that had been hang'd, and who it ſeems knew 
enough of my Governels to have ſent her the ſame Way, 
and which made her very unealy ; indeed ſhe was in 2 
very great Fright. | 

It is true, that when ſhe was gone, and had not 


opened her Mouth to tell what ſhe knew; my Gover- 


neſs was eaſy as to that Point, and perhaps glad ſhe was 
hang'd ; for it was in her Power to have obtained a Par- 
don at the Expencc of her Friends; but on the other 
Hand, the Loſs of her, and the Senſe of her Kindnels in 
not making her Market of what ſhe knew, mov'd my 
Governeſs to mourn very ſincerely for her: I comforted 
her as well as I cou'd, and ſhe in Return hardened me 
to merit more compleatly the ſame Fate 

However as I have faid it made me the more wary, 
and particularly I was very ſhie of Shoplifting, eſpecially 
among the Mercers and Drapers who are a Set of Fellows, 
that have their Eyes very much about them: I made a ven- 
ture or two among the Lace Folks, and the Miliners, and 
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particularly at- one Shop, where I got Notice of two 
young Women who were newly ſet up, and had not 
been bred to the Trade: There, I think I carried off a 
Piece of Bonelace, worth fix or ſeven pound, and a Paper 
of Thread; but this was but once, it was a Trick that 
would not ſerve again. 

It was always reckon'd a ſafe Job when we heard of a 
new Shop, and eſpecially when the People were ſuch as 
were not bred to Shops; ſuch may depend upon it, that 
they will be viſited once or twice at their beginning, and 
they mult be very Sharp indeed if they can prevent it. 

made another Adventure or two, but they were but 
Trifles too, the? ſufficient to live on; after this nothing 
conſiderable offering for a good while, 1 began to think 
that I muſt give over the Trade in Earneſt ; but my Go- 
verneſs, who was not willing to loſe me, and expected 
great Things of me, brought me one Day in Compauy 
with a young Woman and a Fellow that went for her 
Huſband, tho? as it appear'd afterwards ſhe was not his 
Wife, but they were Partners it ſeems in the Trade they 
carried on; and Partners in ſomething elſe too, I fort, 
they robb'd together, lay together, were taken together, 
and at laſt were hang'd together. 

came into a kind ol League with theſe two by the 
help of my Governeſs, and they caried me out into three 
Adventures, where I rather ſaw them commit ſome courſe 
and unhappy Robberies, in which nothing but a great 
Stock of impudence on their Side, and groſs Negligence 
on the Peoples Side who were vobb'd, could have made 
them Succeſsful ; ſo I reſov'd from that time forward to be 
very Cautious how I Adventui'd upon any thing with!them 3 
and indeed when two or or three unlucky Projects were 
propos'd by them, I declin'd the offer, and perſivaded 
them againſt it: Ove time they particularly propoꝰd 
Robbinga Watch-maker of 3 Gold Watches, which they 
had Ey'd in the Day time, and found the Place where he 
laid them; one of them had ſo many Keys of all kinds, 
that he made no Queſtion to open the Places where the 
Watch-maker had laid them ; and ſo we made a kind of 
an Appointment ; but when 1 came to look narrowly into 
the Thing, I found they propo#'d breaking open the 
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Houſe; and this as a thing out of my Way, I would not 
Embark in; ſo they went without me: They did get into 
the Houſe by main Force, and broke up the lock d Place 
where the Watches were, but found but one of the Gold 
Watches, and a Silver one, which they took, and got out 
of the Houſe again very clear, but the Family being a- 
hm cried out Thieves, and the Man was purſued and 
taken, the young Woman had got off too, but unhappily 
was ſtopp'] at a Diſtance, and the Watches found upon 
her; and thus I had a ſecond Eſcape, for they were con- 
victed, and both hang'd, being old Offenders, tho” but 
young People; as I ſaid befire, that they robbed together, 
and lay together, ſo now they hang'd together, and there 

ended my new Partnerſhip. 
Il began now to be very wary, having ſo narrowly 
elcaped a Scouring, and having ſuch an Example before 
me ; but ] had a new Tempter, who prompted me 
every Day, I mean my Governeſs ; and now a Prize 
preſented, which as it came by her Management, ſo ſhe 
expeted a good Share of the Booty; there was a good 
() antity of Flanders-lac? lodged in a private Houſe, 
where ſhe had gotten Intelligence of it; and Flanders. 
lace, being then prohibited, it was a good Booty to any 
Cuſtom-houſe Officer that could come at it; I had a full 
Aecount from my Governeſs, as well of the Quantity as 
ef the very Place where it was concealed, and I went to 
a Cuſtom houſe Officer, and told him I had ſuck a Diſ- 
eovery to make to him, of ſuch a Quantity of Lace, if 
he would aſſure me that I ſhould have my due Share of 
the Reward ; This was fo juſt an offer, that nothing 
could be fairer ; ſo he agreed, and taking a Conſtaole, 
and me with him, we beſet the Houſe ; as told him, I 
could go directly to the Place, he left it to me, and the 
Hole being very dark, I ſqueez'd myſelf into it with a 
Candle in my Hand, and joreach'd the Pieces out to him, 
taking care as I gave him ſome, ſo to ſecure as much a- 
bout myſelf as I could conveniently diſpoſe of: There 
was near 300 J. worth of Lace in the whole; and I ſe- 
ci about 50 J. worth of it to myſelf: The People of 
he Houſe were not Owners of the Lace, but a Merchant 
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who had entruſted them with it; ſo that they were not 
io ſurpriz'd as I thought they would be. 

I left the Officer overjoy'd with his Prize, and fully 
fatisfy'd with what he had got; and appointed to meet him 
ata Houſe of his en directing, where I came after I had 
diſpos'd of the Cargo I had about me, of which he had not 
the leaſt Suſpicion; when I came to him, he began to 
Capritulate with me, believing I did not underſtand the 
right I had to a Share in the Prize, and would fain have 
put me off with twenty pound, but I let him know that 1 
was not ſo ignorant as he {uppos'd I was; and yet I was 
glad too, that he offer'd to bring me to a certainty ; 1 
aſk'd 100 J. and he role up to 30 J. I fell to 80 4. and he 
roſe again to 40 J. in a Word he offer'd 50/7. and I con- 
ſented, only demanding a Piece of Lace, which I thought 
came to about eight or nine Pounds, as if it had been fot 
my own Wear, and he agreed to it, fo 1 got 50 J. in 
Money paid me that fame Night, and made an End of the 
Bargain; not did he ever know who I was, or where to 
enquire for me; ſo that if it had been diſcover'd, that 
Part of the Goods had been embezzled, he could have 
made no Challenge upon me for it. 

I very punCtually divided this Spoil with my Gover- 
nes, and I paſs'd with her from this time for a very dex- 
tereus Manager in the niceſt Caſes; I found that this laſt 
was the beſt, and eaſieſt ſort of Work that was in my way, 
and I made it my Buſineſs to enquire out prohibited 
Goods; and after buying ſome uſually betray'd them, 
but none of theſe Diſcoveries amounted tg any thing con- 
ſiderable; not like that I related juſt now 5 but I was wik 
ling to act fafe, and was ſtill cautious of ruming the 
great Riſques which 1 found others did, and in whick 
they miſcarried every Day. 

The next thing of Moment, was an attempt at a Gen- 
tewoman's gold Watch, it happen'd ina Crowd, at & 
Meet ing-Houſe, where I was in very great Danger of be- 
ing taken: J had full hold of her Wach, but giving a 
great Joſtle, as if ſome body had thruſt me sgainſt her, 
and ia the Junctare giving the Watch a fair pull, I found 
it would not come, ſo | let it go that Moment, and cried 
out as if I had been kill d, that ſome body had Trod up- 
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on my Foot, and that there was certainly Pick-pockets 
there; ſor ſomebody or other had given a pull at my 
Watch, for you are to obſerve, that on theſe Adventures 
we always went very well dreſs'd, and I had very good 
Cloaths on, and a Gold Watch by my Side, as like a La- 
dy as other Folks 

I had no ſooner ſaid fo, but the other Gentleweman 
eried out a Pick-porket too, for ſomebody, ſhe ſaid, had 
try'd to pull her Watch away. 

When! touch'd her Watch, I was cloſe to her, but 

when I cry'd out, I ſtopp'd as it were ſhort, and the 
Crowd bearing her for ward a little, ſhe made a Noiſe 
too, but it was at ſome Diſtance from me, ſo that ſhe did 
not in the leaſt ſuſpect me; but when ſhe cried out a Pick- 
pocket, ſomebody cried Ay, and here has been another, 
this GentJewoman has been attempted too. 

At that very inſtant, a little farther in the Crowd, and 
very Luckily too, they cried out a Piet pocket, again, and 
really ſeiz d a young Fellow in the very Fact, This, 
tho unhappy for the Wretch was very opportunely for 
my Caſe, tho' I had carried it ofs handſomely enough be- 
fore, but now it was out of Doubt, and all the looſe part 
of the Crowd run that way, and the poor Boy was de- 
| liver'd up to the rage of the Street, which is a cruelty I 
need not deſcribe, and which however they always are 
glad of, rather than to be ſent te Neregate, where they lie 
often a long time, till they are almoſt periſh'd, and ſome- 
times they are hang'd, and the beſt they can look for, if 
they are Convicted, is to be Tranſported. 

This was a narrow Eſcape to me, and I was ſo frighted, 
that I ventur'd no more at Gold Watches a great while; 
while ; there was indeed a great many concurring Circum- 
ſtances in this Adventure, which aſſiſted to my Eſcape ; 
but the chief was that the Woman whoſe Watch I had 
pull'd at was a Fool; that is to ſay, ſhe was Ignorant of 
the nature of the Attempt, which ene would have 
thought ſhe ſhould not have been, ſeeing She was wiſe e- 
rouzh to faſten her Watch. fo, that it could not be ſlipt 
up; but ſhe was in ſuch a Fright, that ſhe had no thought 
about her proper for the Diſcovery : for ſhe, when ſhe 
ſelt the pull ſeream'd out, and puſh'd herſelf forward, and 
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put all the people about her into diſorder, but faid not a 
Word of her Watch, or of a Pick pocket, for at leaſt two 
Minutes time; which was time enough for me and to 
ſpare ; for as I had cried out behind her, as I have ſaid, 
and bore myſelf back in the Crowd as ſhe bore forward; 
there were ſeveral People at lealt ſeven or eight, the 
Throng being ſtill moving on, that were got between me 
and her in that time, and then I crying out 4 Pick- 
pocket, rather ſooner than ſhe, or at leaſt as ſoon, ſhe 
might as well be the Perſon ſuſpected as I, and the peo- 
ple were confus'd in their Enquiry; whereas, had ſhe 
with a preſence of Mind needſul on ſuch an Occaſion, 
as ſoon as ſhe felt the pull, not ſkream'd out as ſhe did, 
but turn'd immediately round and ſeiz'd the next Body 
that was behind her, ſhe had infallibly taken me. 

This is a Direction not of the kindeſt Sort to the Frater- 
nity ; but *ris certainly a Key to the Clue of a Pict-pock- 
e's Motions, and whoever can follow it will as certain- 
ly catch the Thief as he will be ſure to miſs if he does not. 

I bad another Adventure, which puts this Matter out 
of doubt, and which may be an Inſtruction for Poſterity 
in the Caſe of 2 Pic f. poctet. my good old Governels to 
give a ſhort touch at her Hiſtory, tho' ſhe had left off 
the Trade, was as I may ſay, born « Pict pactet, and as 
| underſtood afterward had run thro all the ſeveral De- 
grees of that Art, and yet had never been taken but once; 
when ſhe was fo groſly detected, that ſhe was convicted 
and order'd to be 'Tranſported ; but being a Woman of a 
rare Tongue, and withal having Money in her Pocket, 
ſhe found Means, the Ship putting into Ire/and for Provi- 
lions, to get on Shore there, where ſhe liv'd and practiꝰd 
her old Trade for ſome Years: when ſalling into another 
fort of bad Company, ſhe turn'd Midwife and Procureſs, 
and play'd a Hundred Pranks there, which ſhe gave me a 
little Hiſtory of in Confidence between us as we grew 
more intimate; and it was to this wicked Creature that I 
ow'd all the Art and Dexterity I arriv'd to, in which 
there were few that ever went beyond me, or that prac- 
tis'd ſo long without any M isfortune. 

It was after thoſe Adventures in Jre/and, and when ſhe 
was pretty well known in that Country, that ſhe left _ 
in 
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lin and came over to England, where the time of her me 
Tranſportation not being expir'd, ſhe left her former wi 
Trade, for fear of falling into bad Hands again, for then Sh 
ſhe was ſure to have gone to Wreck: Here ſhe ſet up the im 


ſame Trade ſhe had followed in Jre/and, in which ſhe a5 
ſoon by her admirable Management, and a geod Tongue, 9⁰ 
arriv'd to the Height, which J have already deſcrib'd, Cl 
and indeed began to be Rich tho' her Trade fell off again 


afterwards ; as I have hinted before. for 
I mention thus much of the Hiſtory of this Woman, Nt 
Here, the better to account for the concern ſhe had in the I 


wicked Life 1 was now leading; into all the particulars of Cr 
Which ſhe led me as it were by the Hand, and gave me De 
ſuch Directions, and I fo well follow'd them, that I grew tut 
the greateſt Artiſt of my time, and work'd myſelf out ef tl 
every Danger with ſuch Dexterity, that when ſeveral an 
more of my Comrades run themſelves into Nezgate pre- fir 
ſently, and by that time they had been half a Year at the i 
Trade, I had now praftis'd upwards of hve Years, and ibi 
the People at Newgate, did not ſo much as know me; ent 
they had heard much of me indeed, and often expected ve 
me there; but I always got off, tho many times in the dh 


extreameſt Danger. Gi 

One of the greateſt Dangers I was now in, was that I m 
was too well know among the Trade, and ſome of them W 
whoſe hatred was owing rather to Envy, than any Injury In! 
J had done them began to be angry, that I ſhould always thi 
eſcape, when they were always catch'd and hucried to act 
Newgate. Theſe were they that gave me the Name of la 
Moll Flanders: For it was no more of Affinity with my an, 
real Name, or with any of the Names I had ever gone by, fro 
than black is of Kin to white, except that once, as before Ou 
I call'd my ſelf Mrs. Flanders, when J ſheltered myſelf Bu 
in the Mint; but that theſe Rogues never knew, nor WI 
could I ever learn how they came to give me the Name, Im 
or what the occaſion of it was, ha 

I was ſoon mform'd that ſome of thefe who were gotten wy 
faſt into Newgate had vowed to Impeach me; and as | | 
knew that two or three of them were but too able todo thi 
it, I was under a great concern about it, and kept within gf! 


Doors for a good while; but my Governeſs who | * W; 
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made Partner in my Succeſs, and who plaid a ſure Game 
with me, for that ſhe had a Share of the Gain, and no 

Share in the hazard, I /ay, my Governeſs was ſomething 

impatient of my leading ſuch a uſeleſs unprofitable Life, 

35 ſhe calb'd it; and ſhe laid a new Contrivance for my 

going Abroad, and this was to Dreſs me up in Mens. 
Clothes, and ſo put me into a new kind of Practiſe. 

] was tall and Perſonable, but a little too ſmooth Fac'd 
fora Man; however as | ſeldom went Abroad, but in the 
Night it did well enough; but it was a long time before 
could behave ia my new Cloaths: I mean, az to my 
Craft; it was impoſſible to be ſo Nimble, ſo Ready, fo 
Dexterous at thefe things, in a Dreſs ſo contrary to Na- 
ture; and as I did every thing Clumfily, fo I had neither 
the ſucceſs, or the eaſineſs of Eſcape that I had before, 
and ] refolv'd to leave it off; but that Reſolution was con- 
frm'd ſoon after by the following Accident. 

As my Governeſs had diſguis'd me like a Man, fo ſhe 
join'd me with a Man, a young fellow that was Nimble 
nough-at his Buſineſs, and for about three Weeks we did 
very well together. Our principal Trade was watching 
Shop-Keepers Compters, and Slipping off any kind of 
Goods we could ſee careleſly laid any where, and we 
made ſeveral very good Bargains as we call'd them at this 
Work: And as we kept always together, ſo we grew very 
Intimate, yet he never knew that I was not a Man; nay, 
tho' I ſeveral times went home with him to his Lodgings, 
zccording as our buſineſs directed. and four or five times 
lay with him all Night: But our deſign lay another way, 
and it was abſolutely Neceſſary to me to conceal my Sex 
from him, as appear'd afterwards : The Circumſtances of 
our Living, coming in late, and having ſuch and ſuch 
Buſineſs to do as requir'd that no body ſhould be truſted 
with coming into our Lodgings, were ſuch as made it 
Impoſſible to me to refuſe lying with him, unleſs I would 
have own'd my Sex, and as it was I effectually conceal'd 
my ſelf. 

But his ill, and my good Fortune, ſoon put an end to 
this Life, which I muſt own I was fick of too, on ſeveral 
other Accounts: We had made ſeveral Prizes in this new 


way of Buſineſs, but the laſt would have been extraordi- 
nary : 
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nary ; there was a Shop in a certain Street, which had x * 
Ware houſe behind it that look'd into another Street, he - 
Houſe making the corner of the turning. Con 

Through the Window of the Warehouſe we ſaw lying . 
on the Counter or Showboard which was juſt before it, 2 
Five Pieces of Silks, beſides other Stuffs; and tho' it was 4 
almoſt dark, yet the People being buy in the fore Shop 


with Cuſtomers, had not had time to ſhut up thoſe Win- Yoo 
dows, or elie had forgot it. Tr 
This the young Fellow was ſo overjoy'd with, that he G 
could not reſtrain himſelf, it Jay all within his reach he Nc 
faid, and he ſwore violently to me tht he would have it, c 
if he broke down the Houſe for it; I diſſwaded him a Lie 
little, but ſaw there was no remedy, ſo he run raſhly up- K 
on it, ſlipt out a Square out of the Saſh Window dexte- Go 
rouſly enough, and without noiſe, and got out four piece: 1 
of the Silks, and came with them towards me, but was 
immediately purſued with a terrible Clutter and Noiſe; n 
we were ſtanding together indeed, but I had not taken any 11 
of the Goods out of his Hands when I ſaid to him haſtily ＋ 
you are undone, fly for God's ſake; he run like Lightning, "oa 
and I too, but the purſuit was hotter after him becauſe he WF 
had the Goods, than afterme ; he dropt two of the Pieces, * 
which ſtopp'd them a little, but the Crowd encreas d and 5 


purſued us both ; they took him ſoon after with the other WF Ha: 
two pieces upon him, and then the reſt followed me; J 
run for itand got into my Governeſſes Houſe, whither Hund 
ſome quick-eyed People follow'd me ſo warmly as to fix 
me there; they did not immediately knock at the Door, 
by which I got time to throw off my Diſguiſe, and dreſs 
me in my own Clothes ; beſides when they came there, 
my Governeſs, who had her Tale ready, kept her Door WF, - 
ſhut, and call'd out to them and told them there was no 
4 Man came in there ; the people affirm'd there did a Man 
k ow in there, and ſwore they would break open the 
4 OOr. : 

My Governeſs, not all all ſurpriz d, ſpoke calmly to nt 
them. told them they ſhould freely come and ſcearch her 


i | | ty 
9 Houſe, if they would bring a Conſtable, and let in none C 
| but ſuch as the Conſtable would admit, for it was untea- read 


Io nahle to let in a whole Crowd ; this they could a U * 
85 
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ſuſe, tho? there were à Crowd ; ſo a Conſtable was fetch'd 
immediately, and ſhe very freely open'd the Door, the 
Conſtable kept the Door, and the Men he appointed 
farch'd the Houſe, my Governeſs going with them 
tom Room to Room; when ſhe came to my Room ſhe 
calld to me, and faid aloud; Couſin, pray open the 
Door, here's ſome Gentlemen that muſt come and look 
into your Room. 

[ had a little Girl with me which was my Governeſs's 
Grand-child, as ſhe call'd her; and I bade her open the 
Door, and there fat I at work with a great litter of things 
zbout me, as if I had been at work all Day, being my 
ſelf quite undreſs'd, with only Night-cloaths on my 
Head, anda looſe Morning Gown wrapt about me: My 
Governeſs made a kind of Excuſe for their diſturbing me, 
telling me partly the occaſion of it, and that ſhe had no 
remedy but to open the Doors to them, and let them ſa- 
tisty themſelves, for all ſhe could fay to them would not 
atify them: I fat ſtill, and bid them ſearch the Room 
if they pleas d, for if there was any Body in the Houſe, 
[| was ſure they was not in my Room; and as for 
the reſt of the Houſe IL had nothing to ſay to that, I did 
not underſtand what they look d for, 

Every thing look'd ſo innocent and ſo honeſt about me, 
that they treated me civiJler than I expected, but it was 
not til] they had ſearch'd the Room to a nicety, even 
under the Bed, in the Bed, and every where elſe, where 
It was poſſible any thing could be hid; when they had 
done this, and cou'd find nothing, they aſk'd my Pardon 
for troubling me, and went down. 

When they had thus ſearched the Houſe from Bottom 
to Top, and then from Top to Bottom, and cou'd find 
rothing, they appeas'd the Mob pretty well; but they 
carried my Governeſs before the Juſtice: Two Men ſwore 
that they ſee the Man who they purſued, go into her 
Houſe: My Governeſs rattled and made a great noiſe that 
ter Houſe ſhau'd be inſulted, and that ſhe ſhould be uſed 
aus for nothing; that if a Man did come in, he might 
do out again preſently for ought ſhe knew, for ſhe was 
rady to Make Oath that no Man had been within her 
Doors all that Day as ſhe knew of, and that was very true 
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indeed; that it might be indeed that as ſhe was above 
Stairs, any Fellow in a Fright might find the Door open 
and run in for ſhelter when he was purſued, but that ſhe 
knew nothing of it; and if it had been ſo, he certainly 
went out again, perhaps at the other Dqor, for ſhe had 
another Door into an Alley, and ſo had made his Elc.pe 
and cheated them all. 

This was indeed probable enough, and the Juſtice 
ſatisfied himſelf with giving her an Oath, that ſhe had 
not received or admitited any Man into her Houle 10 
conceal him, or protect or hide him from Juſtice : This 
Oath ſhe might juſtly take, and did fo, and ſo ſhe was 
diſmiſs d. 

It is eaſy to judge what a Fright I was in upon this oc- 
caſion, and it was impoſlible for my Governeſs ever to 
bring-me to Drels in that diſguiſe again, for, as I told her, 
J ſhould certainly betray my ſelſ. 

My poor Partner in this Miſchief was now in a bad 


_ Caſe, for he was carried away before my Lord Mayor; 
and by his Worſhip committed to Newgate, and the People 


that took him, were ſo willing, as well as able, to Proſe- 
cute him, that they offer'd themſelves to enter into Re- 
cogniſances to appear at the Seſſions, and perſue the 
Charge againſt him. 

Hewever, he got his Indictment deferrd, upon pro- 
miſe to diſcover his Accomplices, and particularly, the 
Man that was concern'd with him in this Robbery, and 
hefail'd not to do his endeavour, for he gave in my Name 
who he calld Gabriel Spencer, which was the Name ! 
went by to him, and here appear'd the Wiſdom of my 
concealing my Name and Sex from him, which if he had 
ever known I had been undore. 

He did all he cou'd to diſcover this Gabriel Spencer; he 
deſcrib'd me, he diſcover'd the place where he.faid [ 
Lodg'd, and in a word, all the Particulars that he cou'd of 
my dwelling; but having concea'd the main Circutt 
ſtances of my Sex from him, I had a vaſt Advantage, and 
he never cou'd hear of me; he brought two or three 
Families into Trouble, by his endeavouring to find me 
out, but they knew nothing of me any more than that! 
had a Fellow with me that they had ſeen, but * ne- 
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thing of me, any more than that I had a Fellow with me 


that they had ſeen, but knew nothing of; and for my Go- 
verneſs, tho? ſhe was the means of his coming to me, yer 
it was done at ſecond hand, and he knew nothing of her. 

This turn'd to his Diſadvantage, for having promis'd 
Diſcoveries, but not being able to make it good, it was 
laok'd upon as a trifling with the Juſtice of the City, and 
he was the more fiercely purſued by the Shop-keepers who 
took him. 

[ was however terribly uneaſy all this while, and that 
| might be quite out of the way, 1 went away from my 
Governeſſes for while; but not knowing whither to wan- 
der, I took a Maid Servant with me, and took the Stage 
Coach to Dunſtable to my old Landlord and Landlady, 
where I had liv'd fo handſomely with my Lancaſhire Huſ- 
hand: Here I told her a formal Story, that I expeQted my 
Huſband every Day from Ireland, and that J had ſent a 
Letter to him that 1 would meet him at Dan/able at her 
Houſe, aud that he would certainly Land, if the Wind 
was fair, in a few Days, ſo that 1 was come to ſpend x © 
kw Days with them till he ſhould come, for he would 
either come Poſt, or in the NH- Cheer Coach, I knew 
not which, but which ſoever it was, he would be ſure te 
come to that Houſe to meet me. 

My Landlady was mighty glad to fee me, and my Land- 
lo d made ſuch a flir with me, that if 1 had been a Prin- 
cels 1 cou'd not have been better uſed, and here I might 
lave been welcome a Month or two if I had thought fit. 

But my Buſineſs was of another Nature, I was very 
uncaly (tho? fo well Diſguis'd the: it was ſcaree poſſible to 
Deiedt me) leaſt this Fellow {hc .d ſome how or other 
find me outg and tho? he cou'd not charge nie with this 
Robbery, having perſwaded him not to venture, and hav- 
ing allo done nothing in it my felt but run away, ye! he 
might have charg'd me with other things, and have 
bought his own Life xt the Expence of mine, 

This filb'd me with horrible Apprehenſions; I had no 
Recourſe, no Friend, no Confident but my old Gover- 
tes, and | knew no Remedy but to put my Life in her 
Hands, and ſo I did, for ] let her know where to ſend to 
Ke, and had ſeveral Letters = her while I ſtayed here, 
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ſome of them almoſt ſcar d me out of my Wits ; but at 
laſt ſhe ſent me the joyful] News that he was hang'd, 
which was the beſt News to me that I had heard a great 
while. 

I had ſtay'd here five Weeks, and liv'd very comforta- 
ble indeed, (the ſecret Anxiety of my Mind excepted) 
but when I receiv'd this Letter I look'd pleaſantly again, 
and told my Landlady that I had receiv'd a Letter from my 
Spouſe in Ireland. that I had the good News of his being 
very well, but had the bad News that his buſineſs would 
not permit him to come away ſo ſoon as he expected, and 
ſo J was like to go back again without him. 

My Landlady complemented me upon the good News 
however, that I had heard he was well, for I have ob- 
ſer vd, Madam, /ays fee, you han't been ſo pleaſant as 
you us'd to be; you have been over Head and Ears in 
Care for him, I dare ſay, /ays the good Wiman, is eaſy to 
be ſcen there's an alteration in you for the better, /ays ſhe: 
Well, I am ſorry the Eſquire can't come yet, /ays my 
Landlord, | ſhould have been heartily glad to have ſcen 
him, but J hope, when you have certain News of his com- 
ing, you'll take a ſtep hither again, Madam; /ays he, you 
ſpall be very welcome whenever you pleafe to come. 

With all theſe fine Complements we parted, and I 
came merry enough to Londen, and found my Governels 
as well pleas'd as I was; and now ſhe told me ſhe would 
never recommend any Partner to me again, for ſhe always 
found, /be ſaid, that I had tne beſt luck when J ventur'd 
by my ſelf; and fo indeed I had, for I was ſeldom in any 
Danger when I was by my ſelf, or if 1 was, I got out of it 
with more Dexterity than when I was entangled with the 
dull Meaſures of other People, who had perhaps leis fore- 
caſt, and were more raſh and impatient than I; for tho' I 
had as much Courage to venture as any of them, yet ! 
uſed more caution before I undertook a thing, and had 
more Prelence of Mind when I was to bring my elf off. 

I have often wondered even a: my own Hardineſs ano- 
ther way, that when all my Companions were ſurprized, 
and fell ſo ſuddenly into the Hand of Juſtice; and that! 
ſo narrowly eſcap'd, yet I could not all that while enter 


into one ſerious Reſolution to leave off this Trade; and 


eſpe- 
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eſpecially conſidering that I was now very far from being 
poor, that the Temptation of Neceſſity, which is gene- 
rally the Introduction of all ſuch Wickedneſs, was now 
removed; for I had near gool. by me in ready Money, 
on which I might have lived very well, if I had thought 
fit to have retir'd ; but, I /ay, I had not fo much as the 
jeaſt Inclination to leave off; no not ſo much as I had be- 
fore when I had but 2001. before hand, and when I had 
no ſuch frightfal Examples before my Eyes as theſe were: 
From hence *tis evident to me, that when once we are 
hardened in Crimes, no Fear can affect us, no Example 
give us any Warning. 

I had indeeed one Comrade, whoſe Fate went very near 
me for a good while, though I wore it off too in time, that 
Caſe was indeed very unhappy ; I had made a Prize of a 
Picce of very good Damack in a Mercer's Shop, and went 
clear off myſelf ; but had conveyed the Piece to this Com- 
panion of mine, when we went out of the Shop; and 
ſhe went one way, and I went another : We had not been 
long eut of the Shop, but the Mercer miſt his Piece of 
Stuff, and ſent his Meſſengers, one, one way, and one 
another, and they peeſently ſeized her that had the Piece 
with ihe Damask upon her; as for me, I had very Jucki- 
ly ſtep'd into a Houſe where there was a Lace Chamber, 
up one Pair of Stairs, and had the Satisfaction, or the 
Terror indeed of looking out of the Window upon the 
Noiſe they made, and ſeeing the poor Creature drag d a- 
way in Triumph to the Juſtice, who immediately com- 
mitted her to Newgate. 

I was careful to attempt nothing in the Lace-Chamber, 
but tumbled their Goods pretty much to ſpend Time; 
then bought a few Yards of Edging, and paid for it, and 
came away very fad hearted indeed; for the poor Woman, 
who was in Tribulation for what I only had flolen. 

Here again my old Caution ſtood me in good ſtead; 
Namely, that tho' I often robbed with theſe People, yet 
] never let them know who 1 was, or where I lodg'd ; nor 
could they ever find ut my Lodging, tho they often en- 
deavoured to watch me to it. They all knew me by the 
Name of Mel Flanders, though even ſome of them ra- 

l 23 cher 
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ther believed 1 was ſhe, than knew me io be ſo; mY 
Name was publick among them indeed; but how to find 
me out they knew not, nor ſo much as how to gueſl at 
my Quarters, whether they were at the Eaſt-End of the 
Town, or the Weſt ; and this warineſs was my Safety 
upon all theſe Occaſions. 

J kept clote a great while upon the Occafion of this 
Woman's Diſaſter; I knew chat if I ſhould do any thing 
that ſhould miſcarry, and ſhould be carried to Priſon the 
would be there, and ready to witneſs againſt me, and per- 
haps ſave her Life at my Expence ; I conſidered that ] be- 
gan to be very well known by Name at the O. Batly, tho 
they did not know my Face; and that if I ſhould fall into 
their Hands, 1 ſhould be treated as an old Offender : and 
for this Reaſon, I was reſolved to ſee what this poor Crea- 


ture*s Fate ſhould be before I ſtirr'd Abroad, tho? ſeveral * 


times in her Diltreſs I convey'd Money to her for her Re- 
lief. 

At length ſhe came to her Tryal, ſhe pleaded ſhe did 
not ſteal the Things; but that one Mrs. Flanders, as ſhe 
heard her call'd, (for ſhe did not know her) gave the 
Bundle to her after they came out of the Shop, and bad 
her carry it Home to her Lodging. They aſked her where 
. this Mrs. Flanders was? but ſhe could not produce her, 
neither could ſhe give the leaſt Account of me ; and the 
Mercer's Men ſwearing poſitively that ſhe was in the Shop 
When the Gods were ſtolen; that they immediately 
miſs'd them, and purſued her, and found them upon her; 
Thereupon the Jury brought her in Guilty; but tlie 
Court conſidering that ſhe really was not the Perſon that 
ſtole the Goods, an inferior Aſſiſtant, and that it was ve- 
ry poſſible ſhe could not find out this Mrs. Flanders, mean- 
ing me, tho it would fave her Life, which indeed was 
true; I fay conſidering all this, they allowed her to be 
T ranſported, which was the utmoſt Favour ſhe could ob- 
min, only that the Court told her, that if ſhe could in 
the mean time produce the ſaid Mrs. Handers, they would 
intercede for her Pardon, that is to ſay, if ſhe coulg find 
me out, and hang me, ſhe ſhou!d not be Traniported : 
FT his 1 took care to make jwpoZivle o ner, and fo ſhe _ 
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Shipp'd off in purſuance of her Sentence a little while 
a_ h 

I muſt repeat it again, that the Fate of this poor Wo- 
man troubled me exceedingly ; and 1 began to be very 
penſive, knowing that I was really the Inſtrument of her 
Dilafter ; but the Preſervation of my own Life, which 
was fo evidenily in Danger, took off all my Tendernels ; 
and ſeeing ſhe was not put to Death, I was very eaſy at 
her 'Traniportation, becauſe ſhe was then ont of the way 
of doing me any Miſchief whatever ſhould happen, 

The Dilaſter of this Woman was ſome Months before 
that of the laſt recited Story, and was indeed partly the 
Occaſion of my Governeſs propoſing to dreſs me up in 
Mens Cloths, that I might go about unobſerv'd, as in- 
deed I did; but I was ſoon tired of that Diſguiſe, as [ 
bave ſaid, for indeed it expoſed me to tov many Diffi- 
culties. 

[ was now eaſy, as to all Fear of Witneſſes againſt me, 
for all thoſe, that had either heen concern'd with me, or 


that knew me by the Name of Mall Flanders, wre either 


hang'd or Tranſported; and if I ſhou!d have had the 
Misfortune to be taken, I might call myſelf any thing 
elſe, as well as Mel Flanders, and no old Sins could be 
placed to mv Account; ſo I began to run a Tick again, 
with the more_freedom, and ſeveral ſucceſsful Adven- 
tures I made, tho' not ſuch as I had made before, 

We had at that time another Fire happened not a great 
way off from the Place where my Governels lived, and 
| made an Attemp: there, as before, but as I was not toon 
enough before the Crowd of Pcople came in, and could 
not get to the Houſe l aim'd at, inſtcad of a Prize, I got 
2 Miſchief, which had almoſt put a Period to my Liſe, 
and all my wicked Doings together; for the Fire being 
very furious, and the People in a great Fright in remov- 
ing their Goods, and throwing them out of Window 3 
a Wench from out of a Window threw a Featherbed juſt 
upon me; it is true, the Bed being ſoft it broke no Bones 
but as the Weight was great, and made greater by the 
Fall, it beat me down, and laid me dead for a while; 
nor did the People concern themſelves much to deliver 


me from it, or 16 recover me at all ; but I hy like one 
. 1 Dead 
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Dead and neglected a good while; till ſome body going 
to remove the Bed out of the way, helped me up ; it was 
indeed a wonder the People in the Houle had not throw, 
other Goods out after it, and which might have fallen 
upon it, and then! had been inevitably kill'd; but 1 was 
reſerved for further Afffict ions. 

This Accident however ſpoiled my Market for that 
Time, and I came Home to my Governeſs very much 
Hurt, and bruiſed, and frighted to the laſt Degree, and 
it was a good while before ſhe could fet me upon my Feet 
again. 

It was now a Merry time of the Year, and Barthv/e- 
mew Fair was begun; I had never made any Walks that 
Way, nor was the common Part of the Fair of much 
Advantage to me ; but I took a turn this Year into the 
Cloiſters, and among the reſt, I fell into one of the Raf. 
fling Shops: It was a Thing of no great Conſequence to 
me, nor did I expect to make much of it; but there 
came a Gentleman extreamly well drels'd, and very rich, 
and as it is frequent to talk to every Body in thoſe Shops 
he ſingled me out, and was very particular with me; 
firſt he told me he would put in for me to Raffle, and did 
fo; and ſome ſmal} Matter coming to his Lot, he pre- 
ſented it to me, I think it was a Feather Muff: Then be 
eontinued to keep talking to me with a more than com- 
mon Appearance of Reſpect; but ſtill very civil and much 
like a — : 

He held me in talk fo long till at laſt he drew me out of 
the Raffling Place to the Shop-Door, and then to take a 
walk in the Cloiſter, till talking of a Thouſand things 
Curſorily without any thing to the purpoſe; at laſt he 
told me that without Complement he was charm' d with 
my Company, and ask'd me if I durſt truſt myſelf in a 
Coach with him ; he told me he was a Man of honour 
and would not offer any thing to me unbecoming him as 
ſuch: I ſeemꝭd to decline it a while, but ſuffer d myſelf 
to be importun'd a little, and then yielded, 

was at a loſs in my Thoughts to conclude at firſt what 
this Gentleman deſign'd ; but I found afterward he had 
had ſome drink in his Head; and that he was not very 


ynwilling to have ſome more: He carried me — 
| C 
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Coach to the Spring Garden, at Kuig b s- Bridge, where we 
walk d in the Gardens, and ke 'I'reated me very hand- 
ſomely ; but 1 found he drank very freely, he pref'd 
me allo to drink, but I declin'd it. 

Hitherto he kept his word with me, and offer'd me 
nothing amif;; we came away in the Coach again, and 


at he brought me into the Streets and by this time it was 
h near Ten a- Clock at Night, and he ſtopp'd the Coach at a 
d Houſe, where it ſeems he was acquainted, and where 
et they made no ſeruple to ſhow us up Stairs into a Room 
with a Bed in it; at firit I ſeem'd to be unwilling to go 
0. up, but after a few Words, I yielded to that too; being 
at indeed willing to ſee the End of it, and in hopes to make 
ch ſomething of it at laſt; as for the Bed, Sc. I was not 
ne much concern'd about that Part. 
if. Here he began to be a little freer with me than he pro- 


co mis'd; and I by little and little yielded to every thing, 
re ſo that in a Word, he did what he pleas'd with me; I need 
I, ſy no more; all this while he drank freely too, and about 
Ps One in the Morning we went into the Coach again ; the 
e; Air, and the ſhaking of the Coach made the Drink he: 
id had got more up in his Head than it was before, and he 


re- grew uneaſy in the Coach, and was for actirg over again, 
be what he had been doing before; but as I thought my 
m- Game now ſecure, I reſiſted him, and brought him to be 
ch alittle ſtill, which had not laſted five Minutes but he fell 
alt aſleep. 
of took this opportunity to ſearch him to a Nicety ; I 
F took a gold Watch, with a ſilk Purſe of Gold, his fine 
Ng full bottom Perrewig, and filver fring'd Gloves, his 


he dword, and fine Snuff-box, and gently opening the 
ith Coach. door, ſtood ready to jump out while the Coach 
a Was going on; but the Coach {topping in the narrow 
Our Yreet beyond Temple- Bar to let another Coach paſs, I 
bot foftly out, faſten'd the Door again, and gave my Gen- 
ſelf deman and the Coach the flip beth together, and never 
heard more of them, 

hat This was an Adventure indeed unlook'd for, and per- 
had ſectly undeſign'd by me; tho' I was not ſo paſt the merr 

ery fart of Life, as to forget how to behave, when A Fop 1s 
the Bl #.nded by his Appetite ſhould not know an old Woman 


from 
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from a young: I did not indeed look ſo old as I was by ten 
or twelve Year; yet I was not a young Wench of Seven- 
teen, and it was eaſie enough to be diltinguiſh'd : There 
is nothing ſo abſurd, ſo ſurfeiting, fo ridiculous as a Man 
heated by Wine in his Head, and a wicked Guft in his 
Inclination together; he is in the poſſeſſion of two Devil 
at once, and can no more govern himſelf by his Reaſon 
than a Mill can Grind without Water; His Vice tramples 
upon all that was in him that had any good in it, if 
any ſuch things there was; nay, his very Senſe is 
blinded by its own Rage, and he acts Abſurdites even in 
his View; ſuch as Drinking more, when he is Drunk al- 
ready ; picking up a commen Woman, without regard to 
what ſhe is, or who ſhe is, whether found or rotten, 
Clean or Unclean ; whether Ugly or Handſome, whether 
Old or Young, and fo blinded, as not really to diſtin- 
guiſh; ſuch a Man is worſe than a Lunatick ; prompted by 
his vicious corrupted Head he no more knows what he is 
doing, than this Wretch of mine knew when I pick iis 
Pocket of his Watch and his Purſe of Gold. 

Theſe are the Men of whom Solomon ſays, they go [ike 
an. Ox to the flaughter, till a Dart firikes through their 
Liver; an admirable Deſcription, By the way, of the 
foul Diſeaſe, which is a poiſonous deadly Contagion 
mingling with the Blood, whoſe Center or Fountain 1s in 
the Liver; from whence, by the ſwift Circulation of the 
whole Maſl:, that dreadful nauſeous Plague ſtrikes me- 
diately thro' his Liver, and his Spirits are infected, his 
Vitals ſtab'd thro' as with a Dart. 

It is true this poor unguarded Wretch was in no Dan- 
ger from me, tho' I was greatly apprehenſive at firit, of 
what Danger I might be in from him; but he was really 
to be pitied in one reſpect, that he ſeem'd to be a good 
ſort of a Man in himſelf; a Gentleman that had no harm 
in his Deſign; a Man of Senſe, and of a fine Behavi- 
our; a comely handſome Perſon, a ſober ſolid Counte- 
nance, a charming beautiful Face, and every thing dat 
cou'd be agreeable ; only had unhappily had ſoine Drirk 
the Night before, had not been in Bed, as he tod me 
when we were together, was hot, and his Blood . 

| | Wit 
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ten with Wine, and in that Condition his Reaſon us it were 
en- aſleep, had given him up. 

ere As for me, my Buſineſs was his Money, and what [ 
lan could make of him, and after that if I could have found 
his out any way to have done it, I would have ſent him lafe 
vils to his Houſe, and to his Family, for *wwas ten to one but 
fon he had an honelt virtuous Wife, and innocent Children, 
ples that were anxious for his Safety, and would have been 
\ if glad to have got him Home, and have taken care of him, 
- is til he was reſtor'd to himſelf; and then with what 
in Shame and Regre: would he look back upon himſelf? how 
* would he reproach himſelf with aſſociating himſelf with a 


1to Whore? pick'd up in the worſt of all Holes, the Cloiſter, 
en, among the Dirt and Filth of all the Town ? haw would 
her he be trembing for fear he had got the Pox, for fear a 
fin- Dart had ſtruck through his Liver, and hate himſelf every 
by time he look'd back upon the Madneſs and Brutality of 
» is his Debauch ? how would he if he had any Principles of 
his Honour as I verily believe he had, I fay how would he 

abhor the Thought of giving any ill Diſtemper, if he had 
/:ke , as for ought he knew he might, to his Modeſt and 
heir Virtuous Wife, and thereby ſowing the Contagion in the 
the Life-blood of his Potterity ? 


ion Would ſuch Gentlemen but conſider the contemptible 
in MW Thoughts which the very Women they are concern'd 
the with, in ſuch Caſes as theſe, have of them, it wou'd bea 
me- ſurfeit to chem: As I ſaid above, they value not the Plea- 


his bre, they are rai-'d by no Inclination to the Man, the 
raſive Jade thinks of no Pleaſure but the Money; and 
when he is as it were drunk in the Extafies of his wicked 
Pleaſure, her Hands are in his Pockets ſearching for what 
ſhe can find there; and of which he can no more be ſen- 
ble in the Moment of his Folly, than he can fore-think 
of it when he goes about it. 


avi- | knew a Woman that was ſo dexterous with a Fellow, 
inte- ho indeed deſerv d no better uſage, that while he was bu- 
at be with her another way, convey'd his Purle wich wen- 
rirk ly Gruineas in it out of his Fob Pocket, where he had put 


it for fear of her, and put another Purſe with guilded 
Counters in it in the room of it: After he had done, he 
%s 10 her, now han't you pick'd my Pocket? ſhe jeſted 

with 
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with him, and told him ſhe ſupposd he had not much to 
looſe; he put his Hand to his Fob, and with his Fingers 
felt that his Purſe was there, which fully fatisfy'd him, and 
ſo ſhe brought off his Money; and this was a Trade with 
her, ſhe kept a ſham Gold Watch, that is a watch of 
Silver Gilt, and a Purſe of Counters in her Pocket :0 he 
ready on all ſuch Occaſions; and I doubt not practisꝰ d it 
with Succeſs. 

came home with this laſt Borty to mv Governeſs, and 
really-when I told her the Story it ſo affected her, that ſhe 
was hardly able to forbear Tears, to think how ſuch a 
Gentleman run a daily Riſque of being undone, every 
time a Glaſs of Wine got into his Head, 

But as to the Purchaſe I got, and how entirely I ſtript 
him, ſhe told me it pleas'd her wonderfully ; nay, Child, 
ſays ſhe, the uſage may, for oug't I know, do more 10 
reform him, than all the Sermons that ever he will hear 
in his Life, and if the remainder of the Story be true, 
ſo it did, 

I found the next Day ſhe was wonderful inquiſitive a. 
bout this Gentleman; the deſcription I had given her of 
him, his Dreſs, his Perſon, his Face, every thing con- 
Curr'd to make her think of a Gentleman whoſe Charicter 
ſhe knew, and Family too; ſhe mus'd a while, and I po- 
ing ſtill on with the Particulars, ſhe farts up, ſays fe, Lil 
lay a Hundred Pound I know the Gentleman, 

Jam forry you do, /ays I, for I would not have him 
expos'd on any account in the World; he has had Injury 
enough already by me, and I would not be inſtrumental 
to do him any more: No, no /ays be, I will do him n 
Injury, I affure you, but you may let me ſati fie my Cu 
riofity a little, for if it is he, I watrant you I find it out 
I was alittle itartled at that, and told her with an apparen 
concern in my Face, that by the ſame Rule he might fr 
me out, and then I was undone: foe return d warmly, why 
do you think I will betray you, Chid? No, no, / 
not for all the worth in the World ; I have kept yo! 
Counſel in worſe things than theſe, ſure you may traſt m 
in this: So I ſaid no more at that time. 

She laid her Scheme another way, and without 26 
quainting me of it, but ſhe was reſolv'd to find it = | 
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poſſible ; ſo ſhe goes to a certain Friend of hers who was 
xcquainted in the Family, that ſhe gueſs'd at, and told her 
ſhe ñhnad iome extraordinary buſinels with uch a 
Gentleman ( w hv by the way was no lets than a vaionet, 
and of a very good Family) and that ſhe knew not how to 
come at ulm wi.hout tomebody to introduce her: Her 
Friend promis'd her very readily to do it, aud according- 
ges to the Houie to {ce if the Gentleman was n Town. 

1henext Day i.e comes to my Governeſs and tells her, 
that Sir was a i110me, but that he had met wiih a 
Difilter and was very ul, and there was no ipeaking 
wich him; what Ditaſter, %s my Governeſs haſtily, as if 
die was lurpriz'd at it? Why, / her Friend, he had 
been at Hanſteud to Viſita Gentleman of. his Acquain- 
ance, and as he came back again he was ſet upon and 
Robb'd: and having got a little Drink too, as they ſup- 
pole, the Rogues abus'd him, and he is very il}: Robb'd, 
% Governeſs, and what did they take from him; why 
Jay: ber Friend, they took his Gold Walch, and his Gold 
duuff box, his fine Perriwig, and what Rloney he had in 
his pocket, which was conſiderable to be fure, for Sir 
——Nevers goes Without a Purſe of Guineas about him. 

Finaw ! lays my old Governels jcering, I warrant you 
he has got drunk now and gota Whore, and fhe has 


picxd nis Pocket, and ſo he comes home to his Wife and 


ti; ner he has been Robb'd; that's an old ſham, a thou- 
ind tuch trick are put upon the poor Women every Day. 
Pye, Jays her Friend, 1 find you don't know Sir 
Why he 1s as Civila Gentleman, there is not a finer Man, 
1G oberer grave modeſter Perſon in the whole City; he 
„ lich things, there's no Body that knows him will 
wk ch a thing of him: Well, well, Jays my Governeſs, 
at's 1 de of my Bulineſs, if it was, J warrant I ſhould 
"Ia there was ſomething of that kind in it; your Modeſt 
ea in Coinmon Opinion are ſometimes no better than o- 
ver People, only they keep a better Character, or if you 
p52, are ihe beiicr Hypocrites, 

No, no, /uys ber Friend, ] can aſſure you Sir is 
0 Hypocrite, he is really an honeſt ſober Gentleman, 
#1 he has ce:tainly been Robb'd: Nay, ſays my Gover=» 
/ may be he has, it is no Buſineſs of mine I tell you 


; I only 
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T'only want to ſpeak with him, my Buſfineſ is of another 
Nature; but, /ays her Friend, let your Buſineſs be of what 
it will, you cannot ſee him yet, for he is not fit to be ſcen, 


for he is very ill, and bruis'd very much: Ay /ays my . 
Verneſs, nay then he has fallen into bad Hands to be fore; 
and then ſhe aſk'd very gravely, pray where is he brui.e&d ? 


Why in the Head, /ays her Friend, and one of his Hands, 
and his Face, for they us d him barbarouſly. Poor Gen- 


tleman, ſays my Goc ernoſi, J muſt wait then till he recc- Þ 


vers, and adds, I hope it will not be long, for | want 
very much to ſpeak with him. 

Away ſhe comes to me and tells me the Story, I have 
ſound out your fine Gentleman, and # fine Gentleman 
he was /ays foe, but Mercy on him, he is in a fad pickle 
now, I wonder what the =I you have done to him; 
why you have almoſt kilb'd him: 1look'd at her with 
diſorder enough; kill'd him! /ays I, you multi millake 
the Perſon, J am ſurel did nothing to him, he was very 
well when I left him /aid J, only drunk and faſt aſleep; 
I know nothing of that, /ays foe, but he is in a ad pickle 


new, and fo ſhe told me all that her Friend had (aid to. 


her: Well then /ays , he fell into bad Hands after I left 
him, for I am ſute I left him fafe enough 

About ten days after, or a little more, my Governels 
goes again to her Friend, to introduce her to this Gentle- 
man; ſheqhad - enquir'd other ways in the mean time, and 

found tharkhe was about again, if not abroad again, ſo ſhe 
got leaveto ſpeak with him. 

She was a Woman of an admirable Add:efs, and want- 
ed no Body to introduce her: ſhe told her tale much better 
than I ſhall be able to tell it for her, ſer ſhe was a Miltre's 
of her Tongue, as I ſaid already: She told him that ſhe 
came, tho? a ſtranger, with a ſingle deſign of doing him a 
Service, and he ſhould find ſhe had no other End init; 
that as ſhe came purely on ſo Friendly an account, ſſe beg 
a promiſe from him, that if he did not accept what ſhe 
ſhould officiouſly propoſe, he would not take ill, that ſhe 
meddPd with what was not her Buſineſs ; ſhe aſſur'd him 
that as what ſhe had to ſay wat a Secret that belong'd to 
him only, ſo whether he accepted her offer or not, it 


ſhould remain a Secret to all the World, unleſs he eu 
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pod it hi m ſelf: nor ſhould his refuſing her Serviee in it, 
mike her ſo little ſhow her Reſpect, as to do him the lcait 
[njury, o that he ſhould be eudtely at liberty to act as he 
thought fit. 

He look'd very ſhy at firſt, and ſaid he knew nothing 
tha: related to him that requir'd much ſecreſ/; that he 
tal never done any Man any wrong, and car'd not what 
uy Body might fay of him; that it was no part of his 
Character to be unjuſt to any Body, nor could he imagine 


nt n what any Man cou'd render him any Service; but that 
if it was ſc. diſintereſted a Service as ſhe faid, he could not 

ve WY ic it ill from any one that ſhould endeavour to ſerve 

an iim; and ſo, as it were, leſt her at liberty either to tell 

le um, or not to tell him, as ſhe thought fit, | 

n : She found him to perfectly indifferent, that ſhe was al- 

l 


moſt afraid to enter into the point with him ; but how- 
ke erer, after ſome other Circumlocutions, ſhe told him, 
ty der by a ſtrange and unaccountable Aceident ſhe came to 
P; Maire a particular knowledge of the late unhappy Ad ven- 
kle ture he had fallen into; and that in ſuch a manner, that 
tO lere was no Body in the World but herſelf and him that 
left WY vere acquainted with it, no not che very Perſon that was 
eich him. 
He look'd a lit le angry at firſt ; what Adventure ?- i 
oy”; why, Sir, /aid be, of your being Robb'd coming 
and | ſom Knightzbr ——, Hampſtead, Sir, I ſhould lay, /ays 
; be not {urpri:'d, Sir, jays ee, that I am able to tell 
Ion every ſtep you took that Day from the Cloyfer in 
ant- NI, io the Spring- Garden at Knightsbridge, and 
tier Witi-nce to the in the Sand, and how you were 


tre's WY: aſlzep in the Coach afterwards; I ſay let not this ſur- 
; ſhe e you, for Sir, I do not come to make a Booty of you, 
maß gha nothing of you, and [ aſſure you the Woman that 
1 1: 3 


. wich you knows no ching who you are, and never 

xc2'd N wal); and yet perhaps I may ſerve you farther Kill, for I 

mne Wi nor come barely to let you know that I was mnform'4 

Wii licle things, as if 1 wanted a Bribe to conceal them; 

him Re yourlelf, Sir, ſaid for, that whatever you think fit 

dg © or fay to me, itſhall be all a ſecret as it is, as much 
Mit | were in my Grave. 


e ex He was aſtoniſlid at her Diſcourſe, and ſaid gravely to 
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her, Madam, you are a Stranger to me, but it is very WW © 
unfortunate, that you ſhould be let into the Secret ef the fo 
volt Action of my Life, and a Thing I am fo juſtly Wl v 
aſhamed of, that the only Sati faction of it to me was, 


that { thought it was known only to God and my own WY |: 
Conſcience : Pray, Sir, /ays ſhe, do not reckon the Di- 
covery of it to me, to be any Part of your Misfortune ; WY pr 
it was a Thing, I believe, you were ſurpriz'd into, and WY jc 
perhaps the Woman uſed ſome Art to prompt you 10 Wl p: 
it; however, you will never find any juſt Canſe, ſaid c 
| the, io repent that I came to hear of it; nor can your 
own Mouth be more ſilent in it than I have been, and e. WI c: 
ver ſhall he. ; in 
Well, ſays he, but let me do ſome Juſtice to the Wo. WY th 
man too, whoever ſhe is, 1 do aſſure you ſhe prompted 
me to nothing, ſhe- rather deelin'd me, it was my own er 
Folly and Madneſs that brought me into it all, ay and WY pal 
brought her into it too; I muſt give her her due ſo far, as WY fo 
to what ſhe took from me, | cou'd expect no leſs from 
her in the Condition | was in, and to this Hour I know 
not whether ſhe robb'd me or the Coachman ; if ſhe did 
it I forgive her, and I think all Gentlemen that do ſo, 
ſould'be uſed in the ſame Manner; but Jam more con- 
cern'd for ſome other things than I am for all that ſhe M 
took from me. | 
My Governeſs now began to come into the whole mat- 
ter, and he open'd himſelf freely to her; firſt, ſhe ſaid p 
to him in Answer to what he {aid about me, I am glad, WY ' 
Sir, you are ſo juſt to the Perſon that you were with; I 
aſſure you ſhe is a Gentlewoman, and no Woman of the 
Town; and however you prevailed on her ſo far as youll 
did, I am ſure 'tis not her Practice; you run a great ven 


ture indeed, Sir, but if that be any part of your Care, I 
am perſuaded you may be perfectly eaſy, for I dare a. 
ſure you no Man has touch'd her, before you, ſince het dot 
t!uſband, and he has been dead now almoſt eight Pac 
Years, 0! a1 
It appeared that this was his Grievance, and that h ru 
was in a very great Fright about it; however, when meh 
Governels ſaid this to him, he appeared very well pleaſed 75 
| 


and aid, Well, Madam, to be plain with you, if 1 wa 
| fatisfy 
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atzfy*d of that I ſhould not ſo much value what. I loit ; 
for as to that the Temptation was great, and perhaps ſh2 
was poor and wanted it: If ſhe had not heen poor Sir 
———, ſays my Governels, I aſſure you ſhe would nat 
have yielded to you; and as her Poverty firſt prevailed 
with her to let you do as you did, ſo the ſame Poverty 
prevailed with her to pay herſelf at laſt, when ſhe ſaw 
you was in ſuch a Condition, that "if ſhe had not done it, 
perhaps the next Coachman or Chairman might have 
done it. 
Well, ſays he, much Good may it do her; I fay a- 
rain, all the Gentlemen that do fo, ought to be uted 
in the ſame Manner, and then they wou'd be caiitious of 
„o- themielves: I have no more Concern about it, but on the 
ted BY fore which you hinted at before, Madam: Here he en- A 
wn er d into ſome Freedoms with her on the Subject of what 1 
ind bpabd between us, which are not ſo proper for a Woman 
, as WY fo write, and the great Terror that was upon his Mind 
om N vith relation to his Wife, for fear he ſhould have receiv'd 
ow ny Injury from me, and ſhould communicate it farther ; 
did end afk'd her at laſt if ſhe could not procure him an Op- 
ſo, MY Portunity to ſpeak with me; my Governeſs gave him far- 
on- tier Aſſurances of my being a Woman clear from any 
ſhe ach thing, and that he was as entirely ſafe in that reſpect 
J be was with his own Lady; but as for ſeeing me, ſhe, 
ed it might be of dangerous Conlequence ; but however 
at ſhe would talk with me, and let him know my An- 
lad, er; uiing at the fame time ſome Arguments to perſuade 
In not to deſire it, and that it cou'd be of no Service 
the him, ſeeing ſhe hop'd he had no Deſire to renew a 
Correſpondence with me, and that on my Account it was 
J © kind of putting my Lite in his Hands. 
He told her, he had a great deſire to ſee me, that he 
would give her any aſſurances that were in his Power, 
ot to take any Advantages of me, and that in the fi-it 
bare he would give me a general releaſe from all Demands 
any kind; ſhe infilted how it might tend to a farther 
t hi deulging the Secret, and might in the end be injurious 
my eim, entreating him not to preſs for it, ſo at length he 
aſed ted. 
C7 They had ſome Diſcourſe upon che Subject of the things 
| U 2 he 


5 
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he had loſt, and he ſeem'd to be very deſirous of his Go! 
Watch, and told her if ſhe cou'd procure that for him, h 
would wilingly give as much for it as it was worth, hg 
told him ſhe would endeavour to procure it for him at 
leave the valuing it to himſelf. - 

Accordingly the next Day ſhe carried the Watch, anc 
he gave her 30 Guineas for it, which was more than W 
ſhould have been able to make of it, tho' it ſeems it coll 
much more; he ſpoke ſomething of his Perriv. ig, which 
it ſeems colt him threeſcore Gaineas, and his Snuff BN 
and in a few Days more, ſhe carried them too, which of 
blig'd him very much, and he gave her Thirty more, th 
next Day I ſent him his fine Sword and Cane G 
and demanded nothing of him, bur I had no mind © % 
him, unless it had been fo, that he might be fatisty'd Ml 
knew who he was, which he was not willing to. 1 

Then he entered into a long Tale with her of the man 
ner how ſhe came to know all this matter; ſhe form'd W 
long Talk of that part; how ſhe had it from one, chat 
had told the whole Story to; and that was to help me di 
poſe of the Goods, and this Confident brought the "hin thc 
to her, ſhe being by Profeſſion a Paton Breker ; ard ih 
hearing of his Worſhip's diſaſter, gueſs'd at the thing! 
general; that having gotten the Things into her Hand 
ſhe had reſolv'd to come and try as ſhe had done: She the 
gave him repeated Aſſurances that it ſhould never go out 
her Mouth, and tho? ſhe khew the Woman very we! 
yet ſhe had not let her know, meaning me, any bing 
it; that is ts ſav, who the Perſon wa, which by the wa 
was falie ; but however it was, not to his Damage, tor 
rever open'd my Mouth of it to any Body. 

I had a great many Thoughts in my' Flead about m 
ſeeing him again, and was often ſorry that!]! had ref. 
it; I was perſwaded that if! had ſeen him, and let hit 
Enow that 1 knew him, I ſhould have made ſome Ava 
tage of him, and perhaps have had ſome Maintenance ft 
him; and tho' it was a Life wicked enough, vet it v 
not io full of Danger as this I was engag'd in. Hove" 
thoſe Thoughts wore off, and I declin'd ſeeing him aga' 
for that time ; but my Governeſs ſaw him often, and | 


Wes very kind to her, giving her ſomething almoſt ev: 
U 
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time he ſaw her; one time in particular ſhe found him ve- 
ry Merry, and as ſhe thought he had ſome Wine in his 


ö Head, and he prefs'd her again very earneſtly to let him 


fee that Woman that as he ſaid, had Bewitch'd him fo 
that Night; my Governels, who was from the beginning 
for my ſeeing him, told him, de was fo deſirous of it, 
that ſhe could almoſt yield to it, if ſhe cou'd prevail upon 
me; adding that if he would pleaſe to come to her Houle 


ie in the Evening ſhe would endeayour it, upon his repeated 


A 
. 
> 
, 4 = 
4 
. 4 
2 - 
* ' — E 
1 
4 
5 6 
v* * 
4 . i 
4) ( i 
, a { 
; 
1 7 
p 
** Fi 
| g 
_ 
14 N 
, * * 
|. WE 
* 
by 


FOR axes 


Aſſurances of forgetting what was pass d. 

Accordingly ſhe came to me and told me all. the Diſ- 
courle; in fbort, ſhe ſoon byaſs'd me to conſent, in a Cale 
which I had ſome regret in my Mind for declining before: 
do I prepar'd to fee him: I dreſꝰd me to all Advantage 
poſſible I afſure you, and for the firſt time uod a liitle Art ; 
| ay for the firit time, for I had never yielded to the haſe- 
rels of Paint before, having always kad vanity enough to 
believe I had no need of it. 

At the Hour appointed he came; and as ſhe obſerv'd 
belore, ſo it was plain (till, that he had been drinking, 
tao very far from what we call being in drink: He ap- 
pear'd exceeding pleaꝰ d to fee me, and enter'd into a long 
Diicourſe wich me upon the old Affair; I begg'd his 
Pardon very often for my Share cf it; proteſted J kad not 


any ſuch Deſign when firit I met him; that I had no<- 


gone out with him, but that I toox him for a very civil 
Gentleman; and that he made me ſo many Promiſes of 
offering no incivility. to me. 

He alledg'd the Wine he drank, and that he ſcarce knew 
what he did, and that if it had not been fo, I ſhould ne- 
rer have let him take the Freedom with me that he had 
done: He proteſted to ine that he never toueh d any Wo- 
man but me ſince he was married to his Wife, and it was 
2 Surprize to him; complimented me upon being fo par- 
ticularly agreeable to him, and the like, and talk'd ſo 
much of that kind, till I found he had talk'd himſelf al- 


moſt in a Temper to do the ſame thing over again: But 
ook him up ſhort, I proteſted | had never ſuffered any 
Man to touch me fince my Huſband d'ed, which was near 8 
Fears; he ſaid he believed it to be ſo truly; and added, 
chat Madam had intimated as much to him, and that it 
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Sin, and mine too. He would oſten make juſt Rellcc- 


was his Opinion of that Part which made him deſire ! 


bor 

ſee me again; and that ſince he had once broke in urn = (i; 
his Virtue with me, and found no ill Conſequences, he 4 intr 
cou'd be fafe in venturing there again; and ſo in ſhort ; , the 
went on to what I expected, and to what will no: beef he! 
relating. | = \ 
My old Governeſs had forefeen it as well as I, and va, 
thecefore led him into a Room which had not a Bed in i: WY ba 
and yet had a Chamber within it, which had a Bed, wh part 
ther we withdrew for the reſt of the Night, and in ſhort MY vic 
after ſome time being together, he went te Bed, and lay ut 
there all Night; I withdrew, but came again undreſd 1 2 that 
the Morning before it was Day, and lay with him che ci on 
of ihe time. I ny 
Thus you ſee having committed a Crime once, is a ad Þ 
Handle to the commiting of it again 5 whereas all the re : [ fol 
gret, and Reflections wear off when the 'Temp:ation rebel 
news it ſelf; had I not yielded to ſee him again, the Cor tie 
rupt deſire in him had worn off, and 'tis very probable þ like 
he had never fallen into it, with any Body, elle a» BY nor 
really believe he had not done before F* 
When he went away, I told him I hop'd he was fa nu 
risfy*d he had not been robb'd again; he told me he uro; 
fatisfy'd in that Point, and could truſt me again; and put ft 1 
ting his Hand in his Pocket gave me five Guineas, which ; 
was the firſt Money I had gain'd that way for many ed 
Years. | Iny 
I had ſeveral Viſits of the like kind from him, but he 1 
never came into a ſettled way of Maintenance, Which | 
was what I would have been beſt pleas'd with: Once ena 
indeed he afe'd me how I did to live, I an/wer dl pi 
him pretty quick, that I afſur'd him I had never taken 7,4 
that Courſe that I took with fim; but that indeed ne 
work'd at my Needle, and could juſt Maintain my fc. 
that ſometimes it was as much as 1 was able to do, and ve, 
ſhifted hard enough. Wor a 
He ſeem'd to reflect upon himſelf that he ſhould beta 
the firſt Perſon to ſead me into that, which he aſſur'd me hd 
he never intended to do himſelf; and it touch'd him ee 
little, he ſaid, that he ſhould be the Cauſe of hi» ce; 
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den; and fo there was an End of that ſhort Scene of 
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tons alſo upon the Crime itſeif, and upon the particular 
Circumſtances of it, with reſpect to himielt : how Wine 
jntroduc'd the Inclinations, how the Devil led him to 
the Place, and found out an Object to tempt him, and 
he made the Moral always himſelf. 

When theſe thoughts were upon him he would go a- 
way, and perhaps not come gain in a Month's time or 
bnger 3 but then as the ſerious part wore off, the lewd 
part would wear in, and then he came piepar'd for the 
wicked Part; thus we liv'd for ſometime; tho? he did 
not keep, as they call it, yet he never faib'd doing things 
that were Handſome, and ſufficient to Maintain me with- 
dut working, and which was better, without following 
my old Trade. 

But this Affair had its end too; for after about a Year, 
| found that he did not come fo ofter as uſual, and at laſt 
e left it off altogether without any diflike, or bidding a- 


lie, which added no great Store io me, only to make 
J nore Work for Repentance. 


However during this interval I confin'd my {elf pretty 


nuch at Home; at leatt being thus provided for I made 
o Adventures, no not for a Quarter of a Year after he 
el me; but then finding the Fund fai and being loth 
I pend upon the main Stock, I began to think of my 
ed Trade, and to look Abroad into the Street again; and 
Iny firſt Step was lucky enough. 


r 


had dreſod myſelf up in a very mean Habit, for 
u had ſeveral Shapes to appear in I was now in an or- 
tnary Stuff-Gown, a blue Apron and a Straw-Hat ; and 
| plac'd my ſelf at the Door of the three Cuys-Inn in St. 
Jobn Street : There were ſeveral Carriers ud the Inn, 


Wind che Stege Coaches for Barnet, for Teterid:e, and other 


W015 that way, ſtood always in the Street, in the Even- 
Ig, when they prepar'd to ſet out; ſo tha! I was ready 
Wir ary thing that ofe1%) for either one or other, The 
Nreaning was this, Voople come frequently with Bundles 
Wd imail Po cole to tho & Inns, and cal! for {uch Carriers, 


Coachen hey want; to carry them into the Coun- 


; and 1 ponerally attend V cen, Porters Wives, 


Or 
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here are they Sweetheart, faid 1? Here's this Girl 
pray let her go into the Coach, /ays /be, and III go fe 
my Mitſtreſs ; make haſte then Sweetheart, /ays I, for wi 
may be full elſe ; the Maid had a great Bundle under 4 
Arm; ſo ſhe put the Child into the Coach, and 1 /a" 
you had beft put the Bundle into the Coach too; N 
/ay: fe, Jam afraid ſome body ſhould ſlip it away fro 
the Child, give it me then, ſaid 7, and I'll take care of ii 
do then, ſays ſbe, and be ſure you take care of it, I' a 
ſwer for it, /aid J, if it were for twenty Pound val 
There take it then, ſays he, and away ſhe goes. 

As ſoon as I had got the Bundle, and the Maid was 0 
of Sight, I goes on towards the Ale-houſe, where tl 
Porter's Wife was, ſo that if T had met her, I had the 
only been going to give her the Bundle, and to call hi 
to her Buſineſs, as if I was going away, and cou! ſay 1 
longer; but as I did not meet her I walk'd away, 2 . 
turning into Charter-houſe-Lane, made off chro . ny 

64 
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or Daughters ready to take in ſuch things for their reſpe 

tive People that employ them. 60. 

It happen'd very odly that I was ſtanding at the In N. 

Gate, and a Woman that had ſtood there before, an * 

which was the Porter's Wife belonging to the Bam p10 

Stage Coach, having obſerv'd me, aſk'd if I waited for WY na 

ny of the Coaches; I told her yes, I waited for my Mi de 

treſs, that was coming to go to Barnet; ſhe aſł' d me w. 3: 

was my Miſtreſs, and I told her any Madam's Name thQ ih" 

came next me; but as it ſeem'd I happen'd upon a Namn 

a Family of which Nene at Hadly juſt beyon e. 

Barnet. ol hd 

; I faid no more to her, or ſhe to me a good while, bil | 
Y by and by, ſome body calling her at a Door a little wa a 
* off, ſhe defir'd me that if any body call'd for the BH 
4 Coach, I would ſtep and call her at the Houſe, which je» 
1 it ſeems was an Alehouſe; I ſaid yes very readily, au met 
+ away ſhe went, oo 
10 She was no ſooner gone; but comes a Wench and be! 
. Child, puffing and ſweating, and aſks for the Barn | 
if Coach, I anſwer'd preſently Here, do you belong to te 
1 Barnet Coach, ſays fre? yes Sweetheart, ſaid I, what dM C 
: ou want? I want Room, for two Paſſengers / e 
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Che, fo into Little- Britain, and thi? the B/ue-Coat-Heff 
jita/1nto Nezwgate-Street, 

To prevent my being known, I pulPd off my Blue A- 
don, and wrapt the Bundle in it, which before was 
made up in a Piece of painted Callico, and very remark- 
the; 1 alſo wrapt up my Straw-Hat ini, and fo put the 
gundle upon my Head; and it was very well, that I did 
hos, for coming thro? the Blue Coat Hojpita/, who ſhould 
| meet but the Wench whe had given me the bundle to 
hold; it ſeems ſhe was going with her Nliſtreis, who ſhe 
had been gone to fetch tothe Barnet Coaches. 

| aw ſhe was in hafle, and 1 had no Buſineſ to ſtop her; 
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wal © a'vay ſhe went, and [ brought my Bundle ſafe Home 

ry *f to my Governets; there was no Money, nor Plate, or 

biene in the Bundle; but a very good Suit of Indian Da- 

an m Gown and Petticoat, a lac'd Head and Ruffles of very 
J 200d Flanders-Lace, and ſome Linnen, and other things 

nd ch as I knew very well the value of. 

2 This was not indeed my own Invention, but was giv- 


en me by one that had practis d it with Succeſs, and my 
borernels liked it ex reamly; and indeed I try'd again fe- 
vera! times, tho? never twice rear the fame Place; for the 


Girly net! time 1 try'd it in White Cbappie juit by the Corner 
fotc ; 0 Pet'y-Cont-Lane, where the Coaches ſtand that go out to 
r / and Pow and that ſide of the Country, and an- 
Ther time at the Flying Heiſe, without Biſbop gate, 
„ here the Chſten Coaches then lay, and I had always the 
NM Po Luck ta come off with ſome Booty. 

fro Another time I plac'd myſelf at a Warehonſe by rhe 
of iWJ Vatcr fide, where the Coatting Veſſels from the Nvrth 


WJ come, fuch as from New Caſtle upon Tyne, Sunderland, 
Id other Places; here the Ware-houſe, being fhut, 
comes a voung Fellow with a Letter, and he wanted a 
Ii and a Flamper that was come from Nero-Caſtie upon 
Fe, | 2d him if he had the Marks of it, ſo he ſhews 


8 0 


e [N 


the ne the Letter, by Vertue of which he was to afk for it, 
1 * which gave an Account of the Contents, the Box be- 
,y ll Ing foll of Linnen, and the Hamper full of Glaſs Ware; 
2 dead the Letter, took care to fee the Name, and the 


Is 1: 
2 


Dark,, the Name of che Perſon that ſent the Goods, the 
Name 


mule Yard, into Lang Lane, then craſs'd into Partholomew | 
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I remember d all the Particula-s to a titt'e) ſo many Piece 


Name of the Perſon that they were ſent to, then I bad 
the Meſſenger come in the Morning, for that that War g 
houſe Keeper, would not be there any more that Ng 
Away went J, and getting Materials in a public f | 
Houle, I wro:e a Letter from Mr. Fon Richardſon 0 ; 
Newcaſtle, to his dear Couſin, Femmy Cole, in Lond; 
with an Account that he had ſent by ſuch a Veſſel, (fol 


of Huckaback Linnen, ſo many Ells of Dutch Holland 
and the like, in a Box, and a Hamper of Flint Glafl 
from Mr. Henzi/P; Glaſs-houſe, and that the Box wil 
mark'd I. C. No. J. and the Hamper was directed by 

Label on the Cording. 

About an Hour after I came to the Warehouſe I foun@ 
the Warehouſe keeper, and had the Goods delivered mW: 
without any Scruple ; the Value of the Linnen being 
twenty-two Pounds. | 

I could fill up this whole Diſcourſe with the Variet 
of ſuch Adventures which daily invention directed to: 
and which I managed with the utmoſt Dexterity, an 
always with Succeſs, 

At length, as when does the Pitcher come ſafe Hom 
that goes lo very often to the Well, I ſell into ſome ſma 
Broils, which tho thev cou'd not affect me faially, yr 
made me known, which was the worſt thing, next t 
being found guilty, that cou'd bafall me. : 

1 had taken up the Diſguiſe of a Widow's Dreis; Wt 
was without any real Deſign in View, but only waitin: 
for any Thing that might offer, as 1 often did: It hay 
pened that while I was going along the Street in Cen 
Garden, there was a great Cry of Stop Thief, Sto 


Thief; ſome Artiits had, it ſeems, put a Trick upon WW | 
Shop keeper, and being purſued, ſome of them fled on! 
Way, and ſome another; and one of them was, they ad et 
dreſs'd up in Widow's Weeds, upon which the MO ae 
gathered about me, and ſome ſaid I was the Perion, le 
thers ſaid No, immediately came the Mercer's Journey t 
man, and he {wore aloud I was the Perſon, and ſo ſe W. 
on me; however, when I was breught back by the Mold, 
to the Mercer's Shop, the Maſter of the Houſe {aid free 
that I was not the Woman that was in his Shop, «0vi-p 


wou 
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old have let me go immediately ; but another Fellow 
ME gravely, pray ſtay till Mr. 


ar , meaning the Jour- 
oh , comes back, for he knows her; ſo they kept me by 
ie ce near half an Hour; they had call'd a Conſtable, 


Wc he flood in the Shop as my (aoler ; and in talking 
With be Conſlable I enquired where he liv'd, and what 
Je be was; the Nian not apprchending in the leaſt 
hat happen'd af er wards, readily told me his Name and 
Wile; and where he liv']; ard told me as a Jelt, that 
alight be ſure io hear of his Name when I came to the 
= Zi. 
= Some of the Servants likewiſe uſed me ſaucily, and had 
ech ado to keep their Hands off of me, the Maſter in- 
ed was civiller to me than they; but he would not yet 
me go, tho! he owned he could not fay I was in his 
Wop before, 
© | began to be a little ſurly with him, and told him I 
Fed he would not take it ill, if I made my ſelf amends 
Von him in a more legal Way another time; and deſired 
night ſend for Friends to ſee me have Right done me: 
, he ſaid, he could give no ſuch Liberty, I might aſk 
chen I came before the Juſtice of Peace; and ſeeing I 
Freten'd him, he would take care of me in the mean 
ne, and lodge me fafe in Newgate: I old him it was 
time now, but it would be mine by aud by, and go- 
m'a my Paſſion as well as I was able; however I ſpoke 
bde Conftable to call me a Porter, which he did, and 
uting gen cali'd for Pen, Ink, and Paper, but they would 
me have none; I aſk'd the Porter his Name, and where 
$ /iv'd, and the poor Man told it me very willingly ; I 
Ne him obſerve and remember how I] was treated there; 
Wt he ſaw I was detain'd there by Force; I told him I 


| on Would want his Evidence in another Place, and it ſhould 
„ be the worſe for him to ſpeak; the Porter ſaid he 
108 


Would ſerve me with all his Heart; but, Madam, fays 
let me hear them refuſe to let you go, then I may be 
eto ſpeak the plainer. s 
Vich that I ſpoke aloud to the Maſter of the Shop, and 
Wd, Sir, you know in your own Conſcience that I am 
Phe Perſon you look for, and that I was not in the 
p before ; therefore J demand that you detain - 
| re 


„ wk 


CEC: * 


00s "at bats 5d 
r 
4 mY 


9 


— ＋ 5 
A 5 HD 


- 4s 
* - 
Shed 


a 9 * 4 
* wks — < © 


* 
. 
tor] 
. 
LE. 
41 
7 
; 
[ 
14 
F 
* = 
-& 
9 


\ * 
n 


me. 


rel 


* 
. PI 


= «SD, " 
- 


— A£S 


* 7 2 —— » 5 E 
AE Sf A 


words, and in the mean time the Journey-men, impu 


cently, told him that he did not know what h 
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here no longer, or tell me the Reaſon of your ſtopping N | 


me; the Fellow grew ſurlier upon this than before, and 
ſa:d he would do neither till he thought fit; very vel Wic 
ſaid I ro the Conſtable and to the Porter, you will bes nen 
pleaſed to remember this, Gentlemen, another time; the e 
Porter ſaid, Yes, Madam, and the Conſtable began nat to il 
like it, and would have perſuaded the Mercer to diſmi(&Y*? 


him and let me go, ſince, as he ſaid, he own'd Lua 
not the Perſon ; Good Sir, ſays the Mercer to him taun® Rem 
tingly, Are you a Juſtice of Peace or a Conſtable > MY" ih 
charg'd you with her, pray do you do your Duty: Tha | 
Conſtable told him, a little mov'd, but very handfomeiy MY” 
I know my Duty, and what I am, Sir, I doubt you hard 
kuew what you are doing; they had ſome other hat 


dent and unmanly to the laſt degree, uſed me barbarouſly #Y-* 
and one of them, the ſame that firſt ſeized upon me, pre 
tendec he would ſearch me, and he began to lay Hand 
on me: J ſpit in his Face, call'd out to the Conſtable, and 
bad him take notice of my uſage ; and pray Mr. Conſtabie 
ſaid I, ask that Villian's Name pointivg to the Mer 
cer's Journeyman; the Conſtable repiov'd him def 


did, for he knew that his Maſter acknowledg'd I was no 
the Perſon that was in his Shop; and, ſays the Conſtabe 
I am afraid your Maſter is bringing himlelt and me to 
into Trouble, if this Gentlwoman comes to prove wh 
we is, and where ſhe was, and it appears that ſhe is no f, 
the Woman you pretend to; Dam her, /ays the Hν 


again, with an impudent harden'd Face, ſhe is the Lal © 
you may depend upon it, I'll ſwear ſhe is the ſame BAH 
that was in the Shop, and that I gave the pieces of Sau 
that is loſt into her own hand, you ſhall hear more o: WT. © 
when Mr. William and Antbeny, tboje were other Fal 3 
At ymen, COme back, they will know her again as we la- ee 
Juit as the inſolent Rogue was talking thus to the Conſte < 


ble, comes back Mr. William and Mr, Avtheny, as h 
ealbd them, and a great Rabble with them, bringing alon 
with them the true Widow that I was pretended to be 
and they came ſweating and blowing into the Shop, an 
with a great deal of Triumph dragging the poor Creatv! 
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na molt butcherly manner up towards the Maſter, wha 
a in the back Shop, and crie4 out aloud, here's the 
io, Sir, we have catch'd her at laſt; what do ye 
bean by that, ſays the Maſter, why we have her already, 


nel cre ſhe fits, Jays he, and Mr. ——» /ays he, can twear 
ei ſhe ; the other Man who they call'd Mr. Anthony 
ned. Mr. may fay what he will, and ſwear 
a t he will, but this is the Woman, and there's the 
n Imnant of Sartin ſhe ſtole, I cook it out of her Cloaths 


uh my own Hand. 
4 MY | fat ſtill now, and began to take better Heart but 
„nd and faid nothing; the Maſter look'd Pale; the 
Yn fable turn'd about and look'd at me; let em alone Me. 
eee, ſaid I, let em go on ; the Cale was plain and 
ne not be denied, ſo the Conſtable was charg'd with 
N aht Thiet, and the Mercer told me very civily he 
sorry for the Miſtake, and hoped J would not take it 
\WY'; that they had ſo many things of this nature put upon 
Im every Day, that they cou'd not be blam'd fer bein 
del ſharp in doing themſelves Juſtice: Not take it ill, 
il, how can I take it well? if you had diſmiſed 
de E chen your inſolent Fellow ſeiz d on me in the Street, 
v&Þ-0102ght me to you; and when you your ſelf acknow- 
ed I was not the perſon, I would have put it by, and 
\ble "taken it ill, becauſe of the many ill things | believe 
bare put upon you daily; but your Treatment of me 
Fe has been unſufferable, and eſpecially that of your 
Fun, | muſt and will have Reparation for that 
% den he began to parly with me, faid he would make 
Lat WF: 1 y reafonable Sati-f,ftion, and would fain have had 
pol WF: him what it was [ expetted ; I told him I ſhould 


oat TE my own Judge, the Law ſhould decide it for me, 
- of | was to be carried before a Nlagiſtrate, I ſhould 
en hear there what I had to ſay; he told me there was 
Ja aſion to go before the Jaſtice now, I was at liberty 


eo where I pleaſed, and fo calling to the Conſtable told 
abe might let me go, for I was diſchary'd ; the Conltable 
"- $- calmly to him, Sir, you aſd me juſt now, if | 
whether | was a Conftable or a Juſtice, and bad nie 
an") Duty, and charg'd me with this Gentlewoman as a 
* Wiloner 3 now, Sir, I find do not underſtand what 

. 1s 
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is my Duty, for you would make me a Juſtice indeed; 
but J muſt tell you it is not in my Power: I may keep a 
Priſoner when J am charg'd with him, but 'tis the Law © 
and the Magiſtrate alone that can diſcharge the Prioner; © 
therefore tis a miſtake, Sir, I muſt carry her before a Ju- 
ſtice now, whether you think well of it or not: The © 
Mercer was very high with the Conſtable at firit ; but 
the Conſtable happening not to be a hir'd Officer, but a 
good Subſtantial kind of Man, I think he was a Con- 


chandler, and a Man of good Senſe, ſtood to his buſineſs, ond 
not diicharge me without going to a Juſtice ot the Peace; MY * 
and J inſited upon it too: When the Mie cer fee that; BY *" 
well, /ays he to the Conſtable, you may carry her where you 
pleate, I have nothing to fay to her; but Sir, che - 
Conſtable, you will go with us, I hope, for 'tis you that® wy 
charg'd me with her; no not I, ſays the Mercer, I tell A 
you I have nothing to ſay to her: But pray Sir do, %,, 
the Conſtable, 1 deſire it of you for your own fake, for tho W 
Juſtice can do nothing without you: Prithee Fellow, h 7 
the Mercer, go about your Buſineſs I tell you I have ne © 
thing to ſay te the Gentlewoman, I charge you inf 05 
the King's Name to diſmiſs her: Sir, ſays tbe Conſtable, p 
find you don't know what it is to be a Conſtable, I beg 1 
of you don't oblige me to be rude to you; I think I neeq © 
not, you are rude enough already /ays tbe Mercer: Nog * 
Sir, /ays the Conſtable, I am not rude, you have bebe, * 
the peace in bringing an honeſt Woman out of the Strect : r. 
when ſhe was about her lawſul Occaſion, confining le | wi 
in your Shop, and ill uſing her here by your Servants; a $i 
how can you ſay Tam rude to you ? I think I am cini 7 "Me 
ou in not commanding or Charging you in the King wh 
Name to go with me, and charging every Man | ic b 1 
that paſſes your Door, to aid and aſliſt me in carr) ii $4 
you by force; this you cannot but know I have pov'cr W pb 
do, and ye: I forbear it, and once more entreat you 10 Wt "Om 
with me: Well, he would not for all this, and gave ! hic 
Conſtable ill Language: However the Conſtable kept! ho 
Temper, and would not be provoked ; and then I pet 1 * 
and ſaid, come, Mr. Conſtable, let him alone. ! fn ** N 
find ways enough to fetch him before a Magilirate hy i 


don't fear that; but there's the Fellow, /ays I, he _ 
4 
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Man that ſeized on me, as I was innocently going along 
the Street, and you are a Witneſs of his Violence with me 
ſince, give me leave to charge you with him, and carry 
kim before the Juſtice; ves, Madam, /ays the Conflab:e ; 
aud turning to the Fellow, come young Gentleman, /ays 
be to the Frurney-man, you mult go along with us, I hops 
you are not above the Conſtable's Power, tho? your Maſ- 
ter 15, ; 
The Fellow look'd like a condemn'd Thief, aud hung 
back, then look'd at his Matter, as if he cou'd help him; 
:nd he, like a Fool, encourag'd the Fellow to be rude, 


* and he truly reſiſted the Conſtable, and puſh'd him back 


r, 


with a good Force when he went to lay hold on him, at 
wich the Conſtable knock'd him down, and call'd out 
fr help, and immediately the Shop was fil'd with Peo- 
ble, and the Conſtable ſeiz'd the Maſter and Man, and 
all his Servants, 

The firit ii} Conſequence of this Fray was, that the 
Woman they had taken, who was really the Thief, made 
of, and got clear away in the Crowd; and two others 


at they had ſtopp'd allo, whether they were really 


Cullty or got, that I can ſay nothing to. 
By his me ſome of his Neighbours having come in, 
nd, upon inquiry, ſeeing how things went, had endea- 
wurd to bring the hot-brain'd Mercer to his Senſes; and 


„e began to be convinc'd that he was in the wrong; and 
AY at length we went all very quietly before the Juſtice, 
„ha Mob ofabout 500 People at our Heels; and all the 
* , WY went I could hear the People aſ what was the 

runter? and others reply and fay, a Mercer had ſtopp'd a 
.. WY Geatlewoman inftead of a Thief, and had afterwards ta- 
een the Thief, and now the Gentle woman had taken the 
WY \lercer, and was carrying him before the Juſtice; this 


Inlead the People ſtrangely, and made the Crowd encreaſe, 


WJ i they cry“ out as they went, which is the Rogue! 


which is the Mercer? and eſpecially the Women, then 
when they faw him they cryed out, that's be, that's he, 
md every now and then came a good dab of Dirt at 
um; and thus we march'd a good while, till the Mercer 
Might fit to defire the Conſtable to call a Coach to pro- 
kt Nimielf trom the Rabble; ſo we Rode the reſt of the 

| | X 2 Ways 
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way, the Conſtable and I, and the Mercer and his Man. 


When we came to the Juſtice, which was an ancient KY 
Gentleman in Bloomſbury, the Corſtuble giving tirit a a 
{ſummary account of the Matter the Juliice bade me (peak WY f 
and tell what] had to fay; and firit he aſk'd my Name, BY x 
Which I was very loath to give, but there was no reme- p 
dy, ſo I told him my Name was Mary Flander:, that! n 
was a Widow, my Husband being a Sea Captain, died tl 
on a Voyage to Virginia; and ſome other Circumſta ces 
I told, which he cou'd never contradict, and that I lo, |, 
at preſent in Town with ſuch a Perſon, naming my Go-FY ti; 
vernei>; but that preparing to go over to America, where BY A 
my Huſhend's Effects lay, and that I was going that Dy 
to buy ſome Cloaths to put my ſelf into ſecond Mourn-MY an 
ing, but had not yet been in any Shop, when that Fel- A b 
kw, pointing to bo Mercer's Journey man came ruſhing Ibo 
upon me with ſuch fury, as very much frighted me, and 


carried me back to his Maſter's Shop; where tho his I 
Maſter acknowledg'd I was not the Perſon ; yet he would 
not diſmiſs me, but charged the Conſtable with me. ne. 
Then I proceeded to tell how the Journey man treated WY me 
me; how they would nct ſuffer me to ſend for any of my ro. 
Friends; how afterwards they found the real Thief, andi te: 
took the very Goods they had loſt upon her, and all the I Ro 
_ particulars as before. Ne 
Then the Conſtable related his Caſe; his Dialogue }. 
with the &crcer about Diſcharging me, and at last hig Li; 
Servants refufing to go with him, when he had cha gd yo, 


him with him, and his Maſter encouraging him 0 de ef 
andd at laſt his ſtriking the Conſtable, and the like, ail as I | 


Have told it already. | BY « pc 

The Juſtice then heard the Mercer and his Man; h « ; 
Mercer indeed made a long Harangue of the great loſs be am, 
have daily by Litters and Thieves; that it was ca'v fo ch 
them to Mittake, and that when he found it, he wou ing 


have diſmiſ'èd me, c. as above; as to the Jourrey ma e vg 
he had very little to ſay, but that he pretended other o fen 
the deryants told him, that ] was really the Peiſon. ſecau 
Upon the whole, the Juſtice firſt of all told me ver 
coufteopſly I was Diſcharg'd ; that he was very ſorry tha 
abe Mertes Man ſhould in his cager paiſuit have oY 
re 
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Diſcretion, as to take up an innocent Perſon for a guilty 


nt WY Pcrion ; that if he had not been ſo unjuſt as to detain me 

aÞY atcrwaid, he believ'd I would have forgiven the firſt Aſ- 
ak front; that however it was not in his Power to award me 
1c, any Reparation for any thing, other than by openly re- 


de. proving them, which he ſhould do; but he ſuppog'd I 
ri would apply to ſuch Methods as the Law directed; in 


ed the mean time he would bind him over. 

ces But as to the Breach of the Peace committed by the 
21FY Journeyman, he told me he ſhould give me ſome ſatis fac- 
o- tion for that, for he ſhould commit him to Newgate for 


ere Affaulting the Conſtable, and for aſſaulting me allo. 
) yv&Y Accordingly he {cat the Fellow toNewgate,for that A ſſault, 
r- and his Maſter gave Bail, and ſo we came away; but J 
del bad the latisfaftion of ſeeing the Mob wait upon them 
ing both, as they came out Holooing, and throwing Stones 
and end Dirt at the Coaches they rode in, and fo I came 
his Home to my Governeſs, 
ud After this kullle, coming home, and telling my Gover- 
vel the Story, ſhe falls a laughing at me; Why are you 

nerry, ſays 1? the Story has not ſo much Laughing 
By room in it, as you imagine; Iam fure 1 have had a great 
deal of Hurry and Fright too, wi:h a Pack of ugly 
A Rogness Lavgh, favs my Governeis, 1 laugh Child to 
4 {c whata lucky Creature you are; why this Jobb will 
ebe the beſt Bargain to you, that ever you made in your 
WI Lite, if you manage it well: I warrant you, ſays ſhe, 
Jou ſhall make the Afercer pay you 500 J. for Damages, 
endes what you ſhall get of the Journey man. 

had other thoughts of the Matter than ſhe had; and 
e pecially, becaule ] had given in my Name to the Juſtice 
Peace; and 1 knew that my Name was ſo weil known 
"I *inong the People at Hick's-Ha/!, the O!d-Baily, and 
ch Places, that it this Cauſe come to be tryed openly, 
ind my Name came to be enquir'd into, no Court would 
ede much Damages; ſor the Reputation of a Perſon of 
cha Character; |:owvever, I was oblig?d to begin a Pro- 
ſccution in Form, and accordingly my Governeſs found 
ne out a very crediiable fort of a Man to manage it, be- 
ins an A orney of very good Buſineſs, and of good Repu- 
if ; 4.iou, aud {he was certainly * the right of this; or 

| | 3 


| 
| 
| 
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had ſhe employ d a petty Pogging hedge Solicitor, or 2 
Man not known, and mot in good Reputation, I ſhone 
have brought it to but Hirtle. 


and 


bl 


#harp provoking Tongue, that I us 


the hke, 


ceiv'd were unſufferable. 


were deſirous above all things to make it up, and Kue. 
that let it be what it would, they would be allotted : 


give upon a Trial: Iask'd him what he thought they wou 


I met this Attemey, and gave him all the particulars Þ 

at laige, as they ue weird above; and he afſur'd me, it Þ 
was n Caſe, 4s l. nid, that would very well ſupport it- KY 
ſelf, and that he Fit mt Queſtion, but that a Jury would ©Y; 
give very conſiderable Damages on ſuch an Occaſion; {@ © TJ; 
* his full Iniſtructions, he began the Proſecution, 
the Mercer being Arreſted, gave Bail; a few Days 
"after his giving Bail, he Tomes with his Attorney to my 
Attorney, to let him know, that he deſir'd to Accommo- 
date the matter; that it was carried on in the Heat of an 
wnhappy Paſſion; that his Client, meaning me, had a Þ 


| d them ill, gibbing at. 
them, and jeering them, even while they believed me o 
be the very Perſon, and that I had provok'd them, and 


My Attorney 'manag'd as well on my Side; made 
them believe I was a Widow of a Fortune. that I was 
able to do my ſelf Juſtice, and had great Friend- to fland 
by me too, who had all made me promiſe to Sue to the ; 
utmoſt, and that if it coſt me a Thouſand Pound, I would | 
He ſure to have ſat isſaction, for that the Aﬀronts I had re- 


However they brought my Attorney to this that he 
promis d he would not blow the Coals, that if I enclin'd 
to an Accommodation, he would not hinder, me, and 
that he would rather perſwade me to Peace tnan to War; 
tor which they told me I ſhould be no lofer, all which 
he told me very honeſtly, and told me that it they o- 
, Ser'd him any Bribe, I ſhould certainly know it; but up 
on the whole he told me very honeſtly, that if I would 
take his 'opinion, he would Adviſe me to make it up 
with them; for that as they were in great Fright, ar { 


bear the Coſts of the Suit; he believed they would give 
me freely more than any Jury or Court of Juſtice would; 


tc brought to-; he told me he could not tell, as to that : 
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2 it he would tell me more when I ſaw him again. 
a some time after this, they came again to know if he 
ia d rall'd with me; He told them he had, that he found 
rs Ine not fo Averſe to an Accommodation as ſome of my 
it knie nds were, who reſented the Diſgrace offer d me, and 
tt me on; that they blow'd the Coals in ſecret, prompt- 
d KY ing me to Revenge or do myſelf Juſtice, as they call'd 
ſo KY i; fo that he cov\d not tell what to ſay to it; he told 


n, FJ them he woul d do his endeavour to perſwade me, but 
v3 e ought to be # ble to tell me what Propofa} they made: 
1y © IJ They pretended they could not make any Propoſal, be- 
0A cauſe it might be made uſe of againſt them ; and he told 
an FJ them, that by the ſame Rule that he could not make 
a © YJ uy offers, for that might be pleaded in Abatement of 
at &Y what Damage a Jury might be inclin'd to give: How- 
io KY wer after ſome Diſcourſe and mutual Promiſe: that no 
nd Advantage ſhould be taken on either Side, by what was 
nanſacted then or at any other of theſe meetings, tiey came 
de va kind ofa Treaty; but {o remote and fo wide from one 
'75 FA mother, that nothing could be expected from it; for my 
nd WY Attorney demanded 5 0 /, and Charge, and they offer'd 
the ;0 /. without Charges; ſo they broke off, and the Mercer 
al propos'd to have a Meeting with me myſelf; and my 
re- Atorney agreed to that very readtly. 
My Attorney gave me Notice to come to this Meeting 
te in good Cloaths, and with ſome State, that the Mercer 
na might ſee I was ſomething more than I ſeem'd to be that 
and i lime they had me: Accordingly I came in a new Suit of 
ſecond Mourning, according to what 1 hed ſ.id at the 
juſtices z I fet myſelf out too, as well as a Widow”: dreſs in 
£4 Second Mourning would admit; my Governeſs alſo fun- 
tied me with a good Pear! Necklace, that ſhut in be- 
lind with a Locket of Diamonds, which ſhe had in 
Pawn; and I had a very good Gold Watch by my Side; 
h that in a Word, I made a very good Figure, and as 1 
A bay'd till I was ſure they were come, I came in a Coach 
o the Door with my Maid wich me. 
When I came into the Room the Mercer was ſurpriz'd, 
he ſtood up and made his Bow, which I took a little no- 
tice of, and but à little, and went and fate down where 
my own Attorney had pointed to me to fit, for it was 
it Houſe: After a little while the Mercer ſaid, he did 
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not know me again, and began to make ſome Compli ; 
ments hi> Way: I told him I bell eve he did not know me 
at firſt, and that if he had, I believ'd he would not hav 
treated me as he did. q 
He told me he was very ſorry for what had happen'1 7? 
and that it was ts teſtify the willingneſs he had to mak 
all poſſible Reparation, that he had appointed this Meet ne, 
ing; that he hoped I would not carry things to extremi I”! 
ty, which might be not only too great a Loſs to him, bu ; Wt 
might be the ruin of his Buſineſs and Shop, in which I | 
Cale I might have the ſatisſaction of repaying an Injuryſf Jo 
with an Injury ten times greater; but that I would che wh 
get nothing, whereas he was willing to do me any Juſticq be 
that was in his power, without putting himſelf, or me t er 
the Trouble or Charge of a Suit of Law. lov 
I told him I was glad to hear him talk ſo much mor 
like a Man of Senſe than he did before; that it was tru lad 
an acknowledgment in molt Caſes of Aﬀronts was counted IV be 
Reparation ſufficient ; but this had gone too far to be mad 6 
up ſo thatT was not revengeful, nor did I ſeek his Ruin ere 
or any Man's elſe, bat that all my Friends were unani Jing 
mous not to let me ſo far neglect my Character, as to ad 1'irov 
Juſt a thing of this kind without a ſufficient Reparation q bfr 
Honour: That to be taken up for a Thief was ſuch a lu 
Indignity as could not be put up, that my Character u dere 
above being treated ſo by any that knew me; but becauſſ 
in my Condition of a Widow, I had been for ſome tim nt 
careleſs of myſelf, and negligent of myſelf, I might bet 
ken for ſuch a Creature, but that for the particular Uiage MW" le 
had from him afterwards; and then 1 repeated all as b 
fore, it was fo provoking I had ſcarce Patience to repeat ii 1 Ic 
Well he acknowledg'd all, and was mighty bumb' e 4 


indeed; he made Propolals veiy handiome ; and he cad {2241 


up to a Hundred Pounds, and to pay all Law Charge m! 
and added that he would make me a Preſent of a very goο . 

Suit of Cloaths; I came down to three Hundred Pound l 
and I demanded that I ſhould publiſh an Advertiſement Me 


the Particulars in the common News Papers. Fen ! 
This was the Clauſe he never could comply with; hav 4 be 
ever at laſt he came up by good Management of my A A 
4 | 


torney to 150 J. and a Suit of black ſilk Cloachs and ” 
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II agreed, and as it were at my Attornie requeſt complied 
a 1 vith t; he paying my Atto:ney's Bill and Charges, and 
eue us a good Supper into the Bargain. | 

= When I came to receive the Money, I brought my 
I Governeſ: with me, dreſs'd like an old Dutcheis, and a 
Ibentlenian very well dreſ>'d, who we pretended courted 
ne, bur 1 call'd him Couſin, and the Lawyer was only 
0 hint privately io him, that this Gentleman courted the 
Widow. 
le treated us handſomely indeed, and paid the Money 
FJ cheartully enough; ſo that it coſt him 200 in all, or 
heil nher more; At our laſt Meeting when all was agreed, 
tic he Cale of the Journeyman came up, and the Meicer 
beg J very hard for him, told me he was a Man that had 
| 2 2 Shop of his own, and been in good Buſineſs, had a 
Wiue and ſeveral Children, and was very poor, that he 
lad nothing to make ſatisfaction with, but he ſhould come 


ru 

i jp bes my Pardon on his Knees, if 1 deſired it as openly 
add u! pleayd: J had no Spieen at the ſawey Rogue, nor 
uin ere his Submiſſions any thing to me, ſince there was no- 
ani king to be got by him; ſo I thought it was as good to 
ad bow that in generouſly as not, ſo I told him I did not 


n {lire the Ruin of any Man, and therefore at his Requeſt 
as || ould forgive the Wretch, it was below me to ſeek any 
wal revenge. 
© When we were at Supper he brought the poor Fellow 
i to make acknowledgment, which he would have done 
wth as much mean Humility, as his Offence was ia 
: K viting Haughtineſs and Pride, in which he was an In- 
ee of a compleat baſcnef> of Spirit, impious cruelty, 
6 $ 1 rclentiefs when Uppermolt, and in Proſperity ; a 
tand low fpirited when down in Affliction; However 
[ted his Cringes, told him I forgave him, and defir'd 
e might withdraw, as if did not care for the Sight of 
m, tho I had forgiven him. 
© I was now in good Circumſtances indeed, if I could 
e known my time for leaving of, and my Governels 
en faid I was the richeſt of the Trade in Eng/azd, and 
4 4 believe I was z for. I had 7001. by me in Monev, be- 
e Cloaths, Rings, ſome Plate, and two gold Watches, 
F all of them ſtolen, for I had innumerable 1 = 
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ſides theſe I have mentione ; O! had J even no had -i 
Grace of Repentance, I had itill leiſure to have lo? 
back upon my Folli-z, and have made ſome Re para: ion F 
but the Satisfaction I was to make for the publick Mine 
I had done, was yet left behind; ard I cou'd not forbea fk 
going Abroad again, as I call'd it row, than any moe WY! 
cou'd when my Extremity reaily drove me out foi 
Bread. 


Fl 

It was not long after the Affair with the Mercer wa : 
made up, that [| went out in an Equipage quite differen Wire: 
from any I had ever appeared in before; Idref my .c No! 
like a Beggar Woman, in the courſeſt and molt delpica AH 
ble Rags I could get, and I wall'd abou! peering, and Ind 
peeping into every Door and Window I came near; au tha: 
Indeed I was in fuch a Plight now, that [| knew a i iu 
how to behave in as ever I did in any; I naturally ab nig 


horr'd Dirt and Rags; 1 had been bred up tight ard 
cleanly, and could be no other, whatever Condition 


was in; fo that this was the moſt uneaſy Diſguiſe to me = 5 
that ever I put on: I aid preſently to myſelf that thiß hl 
would not do, for this was a Dreſs that every Body waß ses 
ſhy and afraid of; and 1 thought every Body loobd a 
me as if they were afraid I ſhould come near them, cas unt 
I ſhould take ſomething from them, or afraid to com, 
near me, leaſt they ſhould get ſomething from me: Fel 
- wander'd about all the Evening the firſt Time I went ou! © 
and made nothing of it, but came Home again we! Mo 
draggled, and tired; however | went out again the neo 
Night, and then I met with a little Adventure, which tar) 
had like to have colt me dear; as I was ſtanding at a I a the 
vern Door, there comes a Gentleman on Horſeback, aber 
lights at the Door, and wanting to go into the Tavern fa: 
he calls one of the Drawers to hold his Horle ; he ſtay Mr: 
pretty long in the Tavern, and the Drawer heard he 
Maſter call, and thought he wou'd be argry with him ri. 
ſeeing me ſtand by him, when he call'd to me, here, Wo ee 
man, fays he, hold this Horſe awhile till I go in, if th vir! 
Genileman comes he'll give you ſome: hing ; yes, h Wo |i 


and takes the Horſe and walks off with him very /ober'y F last 
and carried him to my Governeſs, 


This had been a Booty to thoſe chat had underſtood » 
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ut never was poor | Hef more at a Loſs to know W hat to 
o with any Thing hat was stolen; for when I came 
Wome, my Gove n-{$ was quite contounded, and what 
= co with the Crea ute we nei her of us knew; to ſend 
in to a Stable was doing nothr g, for it was certain 
ut publick Notic: wu be given in the Gazette, and 
ae Horſe deſcribed; that we duft not go to fetch it 
iun. 

2 all the Remedy we had fo; this uniucky Adventure 
nen z to go ard for up the | lorie at an Inn, and lend a 
see by a Porter to the 1 ave.n, that le Gent/eman's 
Hoſe that was loit ſuch a Time, wa lu at ſuch an Inn, 
ind that he might be had there; poor Woman 
that held him, having led him about t ic t eet, not be- 
ng able to lead him back again, had left him there; we 
night have walted till the Owner had publiſhed, and of- 
EY fred a Reward; but we did not care to venture the re- 
civing the Reward. 
do this was a Robbery and no Robbery, for little was 
Jt by it, and nothing was got by it, and | was quite 
es of going out in a Begga:'s Drels,. it did no: anlwer 
a all, and befides I thought it was ominous and threa- 
aing. 
| While was in this Diſguiſe, I fell in with a Parcel of 
JJ Folk: of a worſe Kind than any I ever ſorted with, and 
! aw a little into their Ways too, theſe were Coiners of 
honey, and they made ſome very good Offers to me, as 
o Profit; but the Part they would have had me em- 
BJ tark'd in, was the moſt dargerous Part; I mean that of 
I the very working the Dye, as they call it, which had I 
en taken, had been ceria'n Death, and that at a Stake, 
lay, to be burnt at a Stake; ſo that tho! I was to Ap- 
WJ (carance, but a Beggar; and they promiſed Mountains of 
J Gold and Silver to me, to engage; yet it would not do; 
Wit i- true, if I had been really a Beęgar, or had been 
eeſperate as when TI begin, I might perhaps have cloſed 
With it; for what care they to die, that can't tell how 
olive? But at preſent this was not my Condition, at 
kast | was for no ſuch terrible Riſque as thoſe; beſides 
he very Thoughts of being burn? at a Stake ſtruck Terror 
into my very Soul, chilld my Blood, and gave me the 
1 | Vapours 
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Vapours to ſuch a Degree, as I couid not think of it with- 
out trembling. ' 


This put an End to my Diſguiſe too, for as I did not 


like the Propoſal, ſo I did nct tell them io; but ſeem'd 
ta reliſh it, and promiſed to meet again; but I durſt (ce 
them no more, for if J had ſeen them, and not complied, 
tho? J had declin'd it with the greateſt Aſſurances of Se- 
crely in the World, they would have gone near to have 
murthered me to make ſure Work, and make themſelves 
eaſy as they call it; what Kind of Eaſineſs that is, they 
may belt judge that underſtand how eaſy Men are, that 
can murther People to prevent Danger. 

This and Horſe ſtealing were Things quite out of. my 
Way, and I might eaſily reſolve I would have no more 


to ſay to them; my Bufineſs ſeem'd to lye another Vi ay, 


and tho'it had Hazard enough in it too, yet it was more 
ſuitable to me, and what had more of Art in it, more 
room to eſcape, and more Chances for a coming off, if a 
Surprize ſhould happen. 

I had ſevers1 Propoſals made alſo to me about that time 
to come into a Gang of Houſe-breakers ; but that was a 
Thing I had no Mind to venture at neither, any more 
than J had at the Coining Trade; I offered to go along 
with two Men and a Woman, that made it their Buff 
neſs to get into Houſes by Stratagem, and with them 1 
was willing enough to venture; but there was three of 
them already, and they did not care to part, nor I to 
have too many in a Gang, ſo I did not cloſe with them, 
but declined them, and they paid dear for their next 
Atrempt. 

But at length 1 met with a Woman that had often 
told me what Adventures ſhe had made, and with Suce 
ceſs at the Water- ſide, and I cios'd with her, and we drove 
on our Buſineis pretty well: One Day we came among 
ſome Dutch People at St. Catherzne's, where we went on 
Pretence to buy Goods that were privately gat on Shore. 
] was two or three times in a Houſe, where we ſaw a 
good Quantity of prohibited Good, and my Companion 
once brought away three Pieces of Dutch black Silk that 
turn'd to good Account, and [ had my Share of it; but 
in all the Journeys 1 made by myſelf, I could not 

get 
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get an Opportunity to do any thing, to I laid it ade; 
for J had been ſo often, that they began to ſuſpect ame- 
thing, and were ſo ſhy, that 1 ſaw nothing was to be 
done. | 

This baulk'd me a little, and I refolv'd to puſh at 
ſomething or other, for I was not ud to come back fo 
often without purchale ; ſo the next Day I drel''d myiclf 
up fine, and took a walk to the other End of the town, 
| pals'd thro the Exchange in the Strand, but had no 
Notion of finding any thing to do there, when on 4 
ſudden 1 faw a great Clutter in the Place, and all the 
people, Shop-keepers as well as others, ſtanding up, and 
ſtaring, and what ſhould it be? But ſome great Dutcheſs 
come into the Exchange ; and they ſaid the Queen was 
coming; I ſet my ſelf cloſe up to a Shop-lide with my 
back to the Compter, as if to let the Crowd pals by, 


re : : * y 
P when keeping my Eye upon a parcel of Lace, Which the 
Shop keeper was ſhowing to ſome Ladies that ſtood by me: 
_ the Shop-keeper and her Maid were fo taken up with 
a KY locking to fee who was coming, and what ſhop they 
_ would go to, that I found means to ſlip a Paper of Lace 
ng ino my Pocket, and come ciear of with it, ſo the Lady 
G. KY Millener paid dear enough for her gaping after the 
| WY Ween. 
of KY | went off from the Shop, as if driven along by the 
o KJ ihrong, and mingling myſelf with the Crowd, went 
m, out at the other Door of the Exchange, and ſo got away 
xt eto re they miſ'd their Lace; and becauſe 1 would not 
be followed, I cal''d a Coach and ſhut myſelf up in it; l 
ren lad ſcarce ſhut the Coach Doors up, but J faw the Mil- 
uce WJ kner's Maid, and five or fix more come running out 
ove hto the Street, and crying out as if they were ſrighted ; 
ng ey did not cry flop Thief, becauſe no body ran away 
on Wot 1 cou'd hear the word robb'd, and Lace, two or 
ore. bree times, and faw the Wench wringing her Hands, 
y a ind run flaring, too, and again, like one fear'd ; the 
nion Ceachman tha, had taken me up, was getting up into the 
that Ex, but was not quite up, ſo that the Horfes had not 
but berun to move, fo that I was terrible uneaſy; and | 
not ok the Packet of Lace, and laid it ready to have dropt 


Irout at the Flap of the Coach, which opeus before, jult 
: Y behind 
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behind the Coachman; but to my great Satisfaction, in 


— 


2 
Fg 


young Lady of about 12 or 13 Years old, and ſhe had a w 
Siſter, as I ſuppoſe it was, with her, that might be about le: 
Nine Years old : I obſerved the biggeſt had a fine Gold te1 
Watch on, and a good Necklace of Pearl, and they had a1 


£ Jet> than a Minute the Coach began to move, that is to v 
2 lay, as ſoon as the Coachman had got up and ſpoken to h 
i his Horſes; ſo he drove away without any interruption, 10 
3 and | brought off my Purchaſe, which was worth near | 
| twenty Pounds, 

5 The next Day 1 dreſꝰd me up again, but in quite Jif- f. 
223 ferent Clothes, and walk d the ſame Way again; but no- ly 
5 thing offer'd till I came into St. Fames's-Park, where I M 
5 ſaw Abundance of fine Ladies in the Park, walking in to 
N N the Mall, ind among the reſt there was a little Miſs, a [ 
"4 


#14 
E 
1 
. 


a Footman in Livery with them; but as it is not uſual H 

for the Footmen to go behind the Ladies in the Mall, ſo 

I obſerved the Footman ſtopp'd at their going into the m. 

Mall, and the biggelt of the Siſters ſpoke to him, which of 

s perceived was te bid him be juſt there when they came toe 
ck. 1. 
When I heard her diſmiſs the Footman, I ftepp'd up BY 

to him, and aſk'd him what little Lady that was? and BY ij} 


held a little Chat with him about what a pretty Child it mi 
was with her, and how gentee] and well carriag'd a WY 

Lady, the eldeſt would be; how Womanifh, and how WY her 
grave; and the Fool of a Fellow told me preſently who tle 
ſhe wa, that ſhe was Sir Thomas q eldeſt Davgh- Wa: 
ter of Ee, and that ſhe was a great Fortune, that her wy 
Mother was not come to Town yet ; but ſhe was with Sir 
William —————; Lady of Suffolk, at her Lodgings in 
Suffolt-Street, and a great deal more; that they had a 
Maid and a Woman to wait on them, beſides Sir Thomas's 
Coich, the Coachman and himſelf, and that young Lady 
was Governeſs to the whole Family as well here, as «t 
Home too; and in ſhort, told me abundance of things 
enough for my buſineſs. 

I was very well dreſ'd indeed, and had my Gold 
Watch, as well as ſhe; ſo I left the Footman and puts 
myſelf in a Rank with this young Lady, .and having 
ſtay'd till ſhe had taken one double Turn in the Mall, and 

Was 
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was going forward again; by and by 1 ſaluted her by 
her Name, with the Title of Lady Betty; I aſd her 
when ſhe heard from her Father? when my Lady her 
Mo her would be in Town, and how ſhe did ? 

[ talk'd ſo familiarly to her of her whole Family, that 
ſhe could not ſuſpect but that I knew them all int imate- 
ly: I aſd her why ſhe would come Abroad without 
Mrs. Chime with her (that was the Name of her Woman) 
to take care of Mrs. F udith, that was her Siſter. Then 
| enter d into a long Chat with her about her Siſler, 
what a fine little Lady ſhe was, and aſk'd her if ſhe * 
learn'd French, and a thouſand ſuch litile Things to en 
d tertain her, when on a ſudden we lee the Guards come, 
d and the Crowd run :o ſee the King go by to the Parliament- 
al Houſe. 

oO The Ladies run all to the Side of the Mall, and IT help'd 
ie my Lady to ſtand upon the edge of the Boards on the tide 
hy of the Mall, that ſhe might be high enough to ſee ; and 


e took the little one and lifted her quite up; during which, 
eook care to convey the Gold Watch io clean an iy 
1p I from the Lady Betty, that ſhe never felt it, nor miſec it, 
1d BY till all the Crowd was gone, and ſhe was gotten into ne 
it middle of the Mall among the other Ladies, 
a WY I took my leave of her in the very Crowd, and faid 10 
ber, as if in haſte, dear Lady Bezty take care of your lit- 
ho le Siſter, and ſo the Crowd did, as it were Thruſt me a- 


h- way from her, and that I was oblig'd unwillingly to tate 
er my leave. 


dir The hurry in ſuch Caſes is immediatately over, and the 
” Place clear as ſoon as the King is gone by; but as there is 
a 


J always a great running and Clutteriug juſt as the King paſ- 
Ss Ws; ſo habing drop'd the two litile Ladies, and done my 

Buſineſs with them without any Miſcarriage, I kept hurry- 
ing on among the Crowd, as if I run toſee the King, and 
got before the Crowd and kept ſo, till I came to the 
End of the Mall; when the King going on toward the 
Horſe. Guards; I went forward to the Paſſage, which 
Vent then thro? againſt the lower End of the Hay Market, 
ind there I beſtow'd a Coach upon myſelf, and made off; 
ad I confels I have not yet been ſo good as my word 
Kix.) to go and viſit my As 
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I was once of the Mind to venture ſtaying with Lady 


Betty, till ſhe miſt the Watch, and ſo have made a great 


Out-cry about it with her, and have got her into her 
Coach, and put myſelf in the Coach with her, and have 
gone Home with her; for ſhe appeai'd fo fond of me, and 
ſo perfectly deceiv'd by my ſo readily talking to her of all 
her Relations and Family, that I thought it was ealy to 
puſh the thing farther, and to have got at leaſt the Neck- 
lace of Pearl; but when J conſider'd that tho' the Child 


would not perhaps have ſuſpected me, other People 


might, and that if I was ſearch'd I ſhould be diſcover'd, I 
thought it was belt to go off with what I had got and be 
fatisfy'd. | 

I came accidentally afterwards to hear, that when the 
young Lady mils'd her Watch, ſhe made a great Out-cry 


in the Park, and {ent her Footman up and down, to ſee if 


he could find me out, ſhe having deſerib'd me ſo perfect- 
ly, that he krew preſently that I was the ſame Perſon that 
had ſtood and ta'ked ſo long with him, and aſk'd him ſo 
many Queſtions about them ; but I was gone far enough 


out of their reach before ſhe could come at her Footman o 


tell him the- Story. . 

I made another Adventure after this, of another Na- 
ture different from all I had been concern'd in yet, and 
this was at a Gaming Houſe near Corent- Garden. 

I faw ſeveral People go in and out; and I flood in 
the Paſſage a good while with another Woman with me, 
d {ering a Gentleman go up that ſeem'd ic be of more 
than crdinary Faihian, I ſaid to him, Sir, pray don't 
they give Women leave to go up? yes Madam ſays tr, 
and to play too if they pleaſe; I mean ſo Sir, /aid I, and 
with that he ſaid he would introduce me if I had a mind 
fol follow'd him go the Door, and he looking in, there, 
Madam, /ays he, are the Gameſtere, if you have a mird 
to venture; I look'd in and faid to my Comrade, aloud, 
here's nothing but Men, I wont venture among them ; a: 
which one of the Gentlemen cry*d out, you need not be 
afraid Madam, herc's none but fair Gamellers, you are 
very welcome to come and S t what yHu pleaſe ; ſo Went 
a lit le nearer and look d on, and ſome of them brough” 


me a Chair, and I fat down and faw the Bux and Dice * 
Joe 


r Maw. wo woo 


= 
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round apace ; then ] ſaid to my Comrade, the Gentlemen 
play too high for us, come let us go. 

The People were all very civil, and one Gentleman 
in particular encouraged me, and faid, come Madam, if 
you pleaſe to venture, if you dare truſt me Vl anſwer for 
it; you fhall have nothing put upon you here; no Sir, 
ſaid J, ſmiling, I hope the Gentlemen would not cheat a 
4 Woman; but ſtill I declin'd venturing, though I pulPd out a 
le * with Money in it, that they might ſee I did not want 


[ oney. After I had fat a while,one Gentleman faid to me 
55 Jeering, come Madam, I ſee you are afraid to venture your 

ſelf; 1 always had good luck with the Ladies, you ſhall 
he Ser for me, if you won't ſet for yourſelf; I told him, Sir 


ry MY | ſpould be very loth to loſe your Money, tho added, I 
if m pretty lucky too; but the Gentlemen play ſo high, 


5. BY that I dare not indeed venture my own: 

nat Well well, ſays be, there's ten Guineas Madam, ſet 

ſo them for me; ſol took his Money and ſet, himſeif Jook- 

gh ing on; I run out Nine of the Guineas by One and Two 

to ata Time, and then the Box coming to the next Man to 
me, my Gentleman gave me Ten Guineas more, and 

da- made me ſet Five of them at once, and the Gentleman 


nd who had at the Box threw out, ſo there was Five Gui- 
neas of his Money again ; he was encouraged at this; and 
n made me take the Box, which was a bold Venture: 
ne, However: 1 held the Box ſo long that I had gained him 
ore his whole Money, and had a good Handfull of Guineas 
\n't in my Lap, and which was the better Luck, when [I 
te, threw out, I threw but at one or two of thole that had 
and let me, and ſo went off eaſy. 
nd; When I was come this Length, I offer'd the Gen- 
ere, beman all the Gold, for it was his own; and ſo would 
\ird WY five had him play for himſelf, pretending I did not 
bad, WY underſtand the Game well enough: He laugh'd and 
lid if J had but good Luck, it was no matter whether I 
underſtood the Game or no; but I ſhould not leave off: 
However he took out the 15 Guineas that he had put in 


F 
* 
=. : 


vert n firft, and bad me play with the reſt: I would have 
ve: WP them to ſee how mueh J had got, but he ſaid no, 
-c go , don't tell them, I believe you are very honeſt, and 
und g bad Luck to tell them, fo I play'd on. 


TY I un- 
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1 underſtood the Game well enough, tho' I pre tended 

I did not, and play'd cautiouſly; it was to keep a good 
Stock in my Lap, out of which I every now and then 
convey'd ſome into my Pocket; but in ſuch a manner 
and at ſuch convenient times, as I was ſure he cou'd not 
I play'd a great while, and had very good Luck for 
him, but the laſt time I held the Box, they Set me high, 
and I threw boldly at all; I held the Box till I gain'd Þ 
near Fourſcore Guineas, but loſt above half of it back at KY on; 
the laſt throw; ſo I got up, for I was afraid I ſhould loſe 
it all back again, and ſaid to him, pray come Sir now 
and take it and play for yourſelf, I think I have done 
pretty well for you; he would have had me play d on, but 
it gew late, and I defr'd to be excus!d. When I gave BY wh 
it up to him, I told him I hop'd he would give me up 
* D leave to tell it now, that I might ſee what I had gain'd, ere 
and how lucky I had been for him: when I told them, BY b 

there was 'Threeſcore, and Three Guineas. Ay, /ay: I, 
if it had not been for that unlucky throw I had got 
you a Hundred Guireas? ſo I gave him all the Money, 
but he would not take it till I had put my Hand into it, 
and taken for myſelf, and bid me pleaſe myſelf; I refugd 
it, and was poſitive I would not take it myſelf, if he had 
a mind to any thing of that Kind it ſhould be all his own BY: 
doings, | | 

The reſt of the Gentlemen ſeeing us ſtriving, cry'd 
give it her all; but I abſolutely reſus d that; then one of 
them faid D n ye Fack, half it with her, dont you 
know you ſhould be always upon even Terms with the 

Ladies; ſo in ſhort, he divided it with me, and I brought 
away Thirty Guineas, beſides about 43, which 1 had 
ſole privately, which 1 was ſorry for afterwards, becauſe 
he was ſo generous. 

Thus I brought Home 73 Guineas, and let my old 
Governeſs ſee what good Luck I had at Play: However 
it was her Advice that I ſhould not venture again, and WI hy; 
I took her Council, for I never went there any more; for WJ: 
I knew as well as ſhe, if the Itch of Play came in, I Wh. 
might ſoon loſe that, and all the reſt of what I had got. bas 

| h Fortune if 
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Fortune had ſmil'd upon me to that degree, and I had 
Thriven ſo much, and my Governeſs too, for ſhe al- 
wavs had a Share with me, that really the old Gen- 
lewoman began to talk of leaving off while we were 
well, and being ſati>ty*'d with what we had got; but, I 
know not what Fate guided me, I was as backward to it 
now as ſhe was when I propos'd it to her before, and ſo 
in an ill hour we gave over the Thoughts of it for the pre- 
ſent, and in a Word, I grew more harden'd and audaci- 
ous than ever, and the Succeſs I had, made my Name 
a; famous as any Thief of my ſort ever had been atNerogate 
and in the O/d-Bazly. : 

had ſometimes taken the liberty to play the fame 
Game over again, which is not according to Practice, 
IJ which however ſucceeded not amiſs ; but generally I took 
EY up new Figures, and contriv'd to appear in new Shapes 
oY every time I went abroad, 

IJ It was now a rumbling time of the Year, when the 
IF Gentlemen being moſt of them gone out of Town. Txn- 
IJ iridze, and Ep/om, and ſuch places were full of People, 
bat the City was Thin, and I thought our Trade felt it a 
little as well as others, fo that at the latter end of the 
Fear J join'd myſelf with a Gang, who uſually go every 
ear to Sturbridge Fair, and from thence to Bury Fair, 
in St: We promis'd ourſelves great things here, but 

I when I came to ſee how things were, I was weary of it 
IJ preſently 3 for except meer Picking of Pockets, there 
eas little worth meddling with; neither if a Booty had 
been made, was it fo eaſy carrying it off, nor was their 
ach a variety of occaſion for Buſineſs in our way, as in 
iam; all that I made of the whole Journey, was a 
eld Watch at Bury Fair, and a ſmall pare el of Linnen at 
= Combridee, which gave me an occaſion to take leave of 
I the Place: It was an old Bite, and I thought might do 
„ih a Country Shop keeper, tho' in London it would not. 

U bought ata Linnen Draper's Shop, not in the Fair, 
bat in the Town of Cambridge, as much fine Holland 
and other things as came to about ſeven Pound; when l 
had done, I bade them be ſent to ſuch an Inn, where 1 
ad purpolely taken up my Being the ſame Morning, as 
ne . | | was to Lodge there that Night. , | 
Ma or- 
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bear 

I order'd the Draper to ſend them Home to me, about. bt 
ſuch an hour to the Inn where I lay, and I would pay him be 4 
his Money; at the time appointed the Draper ſends the . 
Goods, and I plac'd one of our Gang at the Chamber 
Door, and when the Inn-keeper's Maid brought the - 
Meſſenger to the Door, who was a young Fellow, an ſay 
Apprentice, almoſt a Man; ſhe tells him her Miſtre's am 


was aſleep, but if he would leave the things, and call in: 
about an Hour, I ſhould be awake, and he might have u 
the Money; he left the Parcel very readily, and goes hi 7 
way, and in about half an Hour my Maid and I walk'd WW 
off, and that very Evening I hir'd a Horſe, and a Man Mitt 
to ride before me, and went to Newmarket, and from vas 
thence got my Paſſage in a Coach that was not quite full text 
to St. Edmuna's Bury; Where as I told you I could make la: 
but litttle of my Trade, only at a little Country Opera- WE the 
- Houſe, made a ſhift to carry off a Gold Watch from a had 
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Ladies ſide, who was not only intollerable Merry, but as 1 
J thought a little Fuddled, which made my Work much Wn: 
eaſier . | ind 


I made off with this little Booty to Iich, and from Mint 
thence to Harwich; where I went into an Inn, as if IIe. 


had newly arriv'd from Holland, not doubting but I Þ 


ſhould make ſome Purchaſe among the Foreigners that Wi: 
came on ſhore there; but I found them generally empty tes 
of things of Value, except what was in their Portman- I \ 


teaus, and Dutch Hampers, which were generally guard- hr 
ed by Footmen ; however, I fairly got one of their Port- ben 
manteaus one Evening out of the Chamber where the ze 
Gentleman Jay, the Footman being faſt a ſleep on the Bed, Mu. 
and I ſuppoſe very Drunk. ind 

The Room in which I Lodg'd, lay next to the Dutch- WM; 
wars, and having dragg'd the heavy thing with much a- din. 
de out of the Chamber into mine; I went out into the Wl; 
Street, to fee if I could find any poſſibility of carrying Muie 
it off; I walk d about a great while but could fee no pro- gi 
bability, either of getting out the thing, or of conveying Me. 
away the Goeds that was in it if J had open'd it, be ! 
Town being ſo ſmall, and I a perfect Stranger in it; ſo ! 1 
was returning with a reſolution to carry it back again, and We... 
leave it where I found it: Juſt in that very Moment! 
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eard a Man make a Noiſe to ſom: People to make halte, 
BY ©: he Boat was going to be put off, and the Tide would 
e ſpent; I call'd to the Fellow, What Boa: is it Friend, 
„e that you belong to? ieh Wherry, Madam 
ee; When do you go off. ? chis Moment, Madam, 
be: do you want to go thither? yes ſaid , if you can 
ay till I fetch my things: Where are your things Ma- 

am, /ays he? Ar ſuch an Inn /aid J, Well Pll go with 
in a Madam, /ays be, very civilly, and bring them for 
ehen; come away then, Jays J. and takes him with me. 
ie People of the Inn were in great hurry, the Packet- 
Ed Boat from Holand, being juſt come in, and two Coaches allo 
lan WM vith Paſſengers from London, for another Packet- Boat that 
om vas going off tor Holland, which Coaches were to go back 
ort Day with the Paſſengers that were juſt Landed: 
ake la this harry it was not much minded, that I came to 
ra- tte Bar, and paid my Reckoning, telling my Landlady I 
n a BY tad gotten my Paſſage by Sea in a Wherry. 
t as BY Theſe Wherries are large Veſſels, with good A ceom- 
uch WE nodation for carrying Paſſengers from Harwich to London, 

Ind tho? they are cilfd Wherries, which is a word ns'd 
om in the Thames for a ſmall Boat, Row'd with one or two 
iI bean; yet theſe are Veſſels able to carry twenty Paſſen- 
er, and ten or fiſteen Ton of Goods, and fitted to bear 
ie Sea; all this I had found out by enquiring the Night 
Ply EY tcto:e into the ſeveral ways of going to London. 

My Landlady was very Courteous, took my Money 


id- WF my Reckoning, but was calbd away, all the Houſe 
ort: being in a hurry, fo ] left her, took the Fellow up to my 
the Chamber, gave him the Trunk, or Portmanteau, for it 
ed, BY vs like a Frunk, and wrapt it about with an old Apron, 

and he went directly to his Boat with it, and I after him, 
fcb. WY: Body aſking us the leaſt Queſtion about it: for as the 
f = drunken Dutch Foot man he was {till a ſleep, and his Maſ- 


ter with other Foreign Gentlemen at Supper and very 
we WM icrry below; fo I went clean off with it wo eich, and 
ging in the Night, the People of the Houſe knew nothing, 
"5 der that I was gone to London, by the Harwich Wherry 
be MH had told my Landlady. 

3 | was plagu'd at Ip/wwich with the Cu ſtom houſe Offi- 
un cers, who ſtopt my Trunk as 1 call'd it, and would open 


"2" and 


| 
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and ſearch it; I was willing, I told them; they ſhoulaſ 
' ſearch it, but my Huſband had the Key, and he was nog 
yet come from Harwich; this I faid, that if upon {earch W 
ing it they ſhould find all the Things be ſuch, a: pro 
perly belong'd to a Man rather than a Woman, it ſhould 
not ſeem ſtrange to them; however, they being poſitive 
to open the Trunk, I conſenied to have it be broken o 
pen, that is to fay, to have the Lock taken off, which 
was not difficult. : 
They found nothing for their Tarn, for the Trunk had 
been ſearch'd before, but they diſcover'd ſeveral Thing 
very much to my Satisfaction, as particularly a Parcel offi me 
Money in French Piſtoles, and tome Dutch Ducatoons, or Wl: 
Rix-Dollars, and the reſt was chiefly two Peiriwigs, Wl 
wearing Linnen, and Razors, Waſh-balls, Perfumes, and WY: 
other uſeful Things, Neceſſaries for a Gentleman; which Wi 
all paſs'd for my Huſband's, and ſo I was quit of them. 
It was now very early in the Morning, and not Light, Wi 
and I knew not well what Courſe to take; for I made 
no doubt at all but I ſhould be purſued in the Mon- 
ing, and perhaps be taken with the Things about e 
me; ſo I reſolved upon taking new Meaſures ; I went ns 
publickly to an Inn in the Town with my Trunk, a: [8 
calPd it, and having taken the Subſtance out, I did not 
think the Lumber of it worth my concern; however, WY: 
I gave it the Landlady of the houſe with þ Charge to 
take great care of it, and lay it up ſaſe till I ſhould come 
again, and away I walk'd into the Street. | 
When I was got into the Town a great way from the 
Inn, I met with an antient Woman who had juſt open'd 
her door, and I fell into Chat with her, and ask'd her 
a great many wild queſtions of things all remote to my 
Purpoſe and Defign, but in my Diſcourſe I found by 
her how the Town was ſitua ted, that I was in a ſtreet 
which went out towards Hadly, but that ſuch a Street 
went towards the Water ſide, ſuch a Street went into 
the heart of the Town; and at laſt ſuch a Street went 
towards Colche/ter, and ſo the Londen road lay there. 
I had ſoon my Ends of this old Woman; for I only 
wanted to know which was Tandin Road, and away [ 
walk d as faſt as I could; net that I intended to * on 
OO. 
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Foot, either to Lenden or to Colcheſter, but I wanted to 
Wi quietly away from wich. | 

JW | walk'd abuut two or three Mile, and then I met 
pain countryman, who was buſy about ſome Hus- 
W:icdry work 1 did not know what; and I ask'd him a 
reit many Queſtions firſt, not much to the purpoſe ; 
it at laſt told him I was going for London, and the 
ach was full, and I cou'd not get a Paſſage, and 
Died him if he could not tel] me where to hire a 
torte that would carry double, and an honeſt Man to 
ie before me to Colcbeſter, that ſo l might get a Place 
| here in the Coaches; the honeſt clown look'd earneſtly 
me, and ſaid nothing for above half a Minute; when 


12d 
N98 


| 0 


or {ritching his Pole, a Horſe ſay you, and to Colebeſter to 
is, ry double; why, yes, Miſtreſs, alack- a day, you may 
dne Horſes enob u for Money; well, Friend, fays I, 
ich Wit 1 take for granted, I don't expect it without Mo- 


n. Wh: : Why but Miſtreſs, ſays he, how much are you 
ht, ling to give; nay, faysI again, Friend, I don't know 
ade iat your Rate are in the Country here, for I am a 
en- anger; but if you can get one ſor me, get it as 
out eap as you can, and I'll give you ſomewhat for your 
ent ins. 


2 19 Why that's honeſtly ſaid too, fays the Countryman ; 
not {0 honeſt neither, ſaid | to myſelf, if thou kneweſt 
ver, : Why Miſtreſs, ſays he, I have a Horſe that will 
; tory double, and I don't nuch care if J go myſelf with 


me 


the 
en'd 
her 


; Will you, ſays 1? well ] believe you are an honeſt 
lan, if you will, I ſhall be glad of it, Ill pay you in 
Neon: Why look ye Miſtreſs, ſays he, I won't be out 
& Reaſon with you then; if I carry you to Colchefler, 
wil be worth Five Shillings for myſelf and my Horſe, 
$ | ſhall hardly come back To-night. 

In mort, I hir'd the honeſt Man and his Horſe; but 
Nen we came to a Town upon the Road, I do not re- 
Ember the Name of it, but it {lands upon a River, I 


into ended myſelf very ill, and I cou'd go no farther 
vent Night, but if he would ſtay there with me, becauſe 
e. uns a Stranger I would pay him for himſelf, and his 
2oly e with all my Heart, | 
y | This 
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Thie I did becauſe I knew the Dutch Gentleman andi ind 
their Servants would be upon the Road that Day, eithe b 4 


in the Stage Coaches or riding Poſt and I did not kno i 
but the drunken Fellow, or {ome body elſe that might « 
have ſeen me at Harwich, might ſee me again, and 10 I 
__ that in one Day's ſtop they would be all =" 
4 


we lay all that Night there, and the next Morning it! at 
was not very early when [ ſet out, fo that it was near ten © 
a-Clock by that time ] got to Co/chefter; It was no littiK T1 
Pleaſure that I aw theTown, where I kad ſo many pleafant 
Days, and I made many Enquiries after the good old on 
Friends I had once had there, but cou'd make little out. 0 
they were all dead or remov'd : The young Ladies had " 
been all married or gone to London ; the old Gentleman 5 
and the old Lady, that had been my early Benefact ef A of 
all dead; and which troubled me moſt, the young 1 
. Gentleman, my firſt Lover, and afterwards my Bro ; 
ther in. Law, was dead; but two Sons, Men grown f 
were left of him, but they too were tranſplanted id E, 
London. F 
I diſmiſd my old Man here, and ſtay'd incognita A © 
for three or four Days in Colcleſter, and then took 4 f. 
Paſſage in a Waggon, becauſe I would not venture being wy 
ſeen in the Harwich Coaches; but J needed not hav W 
uſed ſo much Caution, for there was no Body in H. 


wich but the Woman of the Houſe, could have 4 
known me: nor was it rational to think that ſhe, con 
ſidering the hurry ſhe was in, and that ſhe never {avi 


me but once, and that by Candle light, ſhould ha 5 
ever diſcover'd me. 3 
I was now return'd to London, and tho' by the Accigt i 
dent of the laſt Adventure, I got ſomething confiderablc F 1 
yet I was not fond of any more Country Rambles, no ' N 
ſhould 1 have ventured Abroad again, if I had carrieq; : 
the Trade on to the End of my Days; I gave my Goverf 
neſs a Hiſtory of my Travels, ſhe lik'd the Har ui 8 
| 22 well enough, and in Diſcourſing of theſe ing . 
ween ourſelves ſhe obſerv'd, that a Thief being a Crea 
ture that, Watches the Advantages of other Peoples mi 


takes, tis impoſũble but that to one that is vigilant " I 
«SER indu 
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nduſtrious many Opportunities muſt happen, and there- 
Joe the thought that one ſo exquiſitely keen in the Trade 
el was, would ſcarce fail of ſomething extraordinary 
wherever I went. | 
On the other hand, every Branch of my Story if duly 
bY confider'd, may be uſeful to honelt People, and afford 
due caution toPeople of ſome ſort or other to guard againſt 
TY the like Surprizes, and to have their Eyes about them 
AJ when they have to do with Strangers of any kind, for tis 
ey ſeldom that ſome Snare or other is not in their way. 
TneMoral indeed of all myHiſtory is left to be gather'd by 
bY the ſenſes and Judgment of the Reader; I am not Qualified 
bY topreach to them, let the experience of one Creature com- 
BY pleatly Wicked, and compleatly Miſerable be a Store houſe 
BY of uſeful warning to thoſe that read. 
lam drawing now towards a new Variety of the Scenes 
Jof Life: Upon my return, being hardened by a long Race 
of Crime, and Succeſs unparalell'd at leaſt in the reach of 
Iny own Knowledge, I had, as I have ſaid, no thoughts 
Jef laying down a Trade, which it I was to judge by the 
Example of others, muſt however End at laſt in Milery 
LY and! Sorrow, 
lt was on the Chriſimas day following in the Evening, 
chat to finiſh a long Train of Wickedneſs, I went Abroad 
o ſee what might offer in my way; when going by a 
4 Vorking Silver-Smith's in Fo/ter-/ane, I ſaw a tempting 
KJ bait indeed, and not to be reliſted by one of my Occupa- 
uon; for the Shop had no Body in it, as I could ſee, and 
_ y a great deal of looſe Plate lay in the Window, and at the 
"A Scat of the Man who uſually as I ſuppoſe Work d at one 
hav 
de of the Shop. 
ace | vent boldly in and was juſt going to lay my Hand up- 
on a piece of Plate, and might have done it, and carried 
o " clear off, for any care that the Men who belong d to 
1 the Shop had taken of it, but an officious Fellow in a 
| Houſe, not a Shop; on the other ſide of the Way, ſeeing 
me go in, and obſerving that there was no Body in the 
thing Shop, comes running over the Street, and into the Shop, 
and without asking me what I was, or who, ſiezes upon 
me, and cries out for the People of the Houſe, 
Thad net as I faid above, touch'd any thing in the 
2 =_y 
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Shop, and ſeeipg a glimpſe of ſome Body running over 
to the Shop, I had ſo much preſence of Mind, as to 
knock very hard with my Foot on the Floor of the Houſe 
and was juſt calling too, when the Fellow laid Hands on 
me. 

However as I had always moſt courage, when I was in 
molt danger ; ſo when the Fellow laid Hands on me, I 
ſtood very high upon it, that I came in to buy half a 
Dozen of Silver Spoons, and to my good Fortune, it 
was a Silver-ſmith's, that fold Plate, as well as work'd 


Plate, for otherShops : The Fellow laugh'd at thatPart, and 


put ſuch a value upon the Service that he had done his 
eighbour, that he would have it be that I came not to 


buy, but to ſteal, and railing a great Crowd, I faid to the 


Maſter of the Shop, who by this time was ſetch'd Home 
from ſome Neighbouring Place, that it was in vain to 
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make a Noiſe, and enter into Talk there of the Caſe; the 
Fellow had inſiſted, that I came to ſteal, and he muſt 
Prove it, and I defir'd we might go before a Magiſtiate 
without any more Words; for I began to ſee I ſhould be 


too hard for the Man that had ſciz'd me. 


The Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Shop were really not ſo 
Violent, as the Man from Vother ſide of the Way, and the 
Man faid, Miſtreſs you might come into the Shop with a 
good Deſign for ought | know, but it ſeem'd a dangerous 


thing for you to come into ſuch a Shop as mine is, when 

ou ſee no body there, and I cannot do Juſtice to my 
Neighbour, who was ſo kind to me, as not to acknow- 
ledge he had reaſon on his Side; tho' upon the whole J 
do not find you attempred to take any thing, and I really 


know not what to do in #: I preſs'd him to go before a 
Magiſtrate with me, and if any thing cou'd be prov'd on 


me, that was like a deſign of Robbery, I ſhould willingly ; 


ſubmit, but if not Jex pected reparation, 

Juſt while we were in this Debate, and a Crowd of Peo- 
ple gather'd about the Door came by Sir 7. B. an Alder- 
man of the City, and a Juſtice of the Peace, and the Gold- 
ſmith hearing of i: goes out, and entreated his Worſhip to 
come in and decide the Cie. 


Give the Gold{mith his due, he told his Story with a 


great deal of Jullice and Mederation, and the Fellow W 
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that had come over, and ſeiz d upon me, told his with as 
much Heat, and foolliſh Paſſion, which did me good till, 
nther than Harm: It came then to my turn to ſpeak, aud 
[told his Worſhip that I was a Stranger in Londen, being 
newly come out of the North, that I Lodg'd in ſuch a 
Place, that I was paſſing this Street, and went into the 
Goldſmiths Shop to buy half a Dozen of Spoons, by great 
good Luck I had an old filver Spoon in my Pocket, which 
I pull'd out, and told him I had carried that Spoon to 
match it with half a Dozen of new ones, that it might 
match ſome I had in the Country. 

That ſeeing no Body in the Shop, I knock'd with my 
Foot very hard to make the People hear, and hadali call'a 
aloud with my Voice: Tis true, there was looſe Plate in 
ihe Shop, but that no Body cou'd fay I had touch'd any 
of it, or gone near it; that a Fellow came running into 
the Shop oat of the Street, and laid Hands on me in a fu- 
tious manner, in the very Moment, while I was calling, 
for the People of the Houſe; that if he had really a mind 
to have done his Neighbour any Service, he ſhould have 


Hood at a diſtance, and ſilently watch'd to ſee whether J 
bad touch'd any thing, or no, and then have clap'd in 
upon me, and taken me in the Fact: That is very true, 
%, Mr. Alderman, and turning to the Fellow that ſtopt 


me, he aſk'd him if it was true that I knock'd with my 


g Foot, he ſaid yes I had knock d, but that might be be- 


1 
As + 


cauſe of his coming; Nay, ſays the Alderman, taking him 
ſhort, now you contradict yourſelf, for juſt now you faid 
ſe was in the Shop with her back to you, and did not 
ke you till you came upon her; now it was true, that my 
back was partly to the Street, but yet as my Buſineſs was 
of a kind that requir'd me to have my Eyes every way, ſo 


JJ! really had a glance of him running over, as I ſaid before, 
Yi ho' he did not perceive it. 
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Fre loſe his Cuſtomer by the Mitake : I readily anſwer'd, 
| | Z 2 


After a full hearing, the Alderman gave it as his Opini- 
on, that his Neighbour was under a miftake, and that I 
"a: Innocent, and the Goldſmith acquieſc'd in it too, and 
bis Wife, and ſo I was diſmiſ'd; but as 1 was going to de- 
part, Mr. Alderman ſaid, but hold Madam, if you were. 
leſigning to buy Spoons I hope you will nat let my Friend 


no 
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no Sir, i] buy the Spoons ftill if he can Match my odd 


Spoon, which I brought for a Pattern, and the Goldimith F 
ſhew'd me ſome of the very ſame Faſhion; ſo he weigh's KY Cl: 
the Spoons, and they came to five and thirty Shillings, ſo the 


J pulls out my Purſe to pay him, in which] had near tne 


20 Guineas, for I never went without ſuch a Sum about KY 
me, whatever might happen, and I found it of uſe at KM wa: 
other times as well as now. CY wa 


When Mr. A/derman ſaw my Money, he ſaid, well FM cou 
Madam, now I am fati:fy'd you were wrong'd, and it on 
was for this Reaſon, that I mov'd you ſhould buy the KY pal 
Spoons, and ſtaid till you had bought them, for if you MY per 
had not had Money to pay for them, I ſhould have ſuſ- KY wer 
peed that you did not come into the Shop with an intent Cor 
to buy, for indeed the fort of People who come upon Im 
thoſe Deſigns that you have been Charg'd with, are ſel- , I mi; 
dome troubl'd with much Gold in their Pockets, as I (ce BY '| 
you are. 4 terr' 

] {mild, and told his Worſhip, that then I ow'd ſome- fel 
thing of his Favour to my Money, but I hop'd he {aw rea- 
fon alſo in the Juſtice he had done me before; he ſaid, 
yes he had, but this had confirm'd his Opinion, and hefſ 
was fully fatisfy'd now of my having been injur'd ; ſo IR 
came off with flying Colours, tho“ from an Affair, in 


Which I was at the very brink of Deſtruct ion. J 
It was but three Days after this, that not at all made BO. 
Cautious by my former Danger as I us'd to be, and fiilCon 
purſuing the Art which I had fo long been employ'd in, WW my 


ventur'd into a Houſe where I ſaw the Doors open, and ea. 
furniſh'd myſelf as I thought verily without being per". 
ceiv'd, with two Peices of flower'd Silks, ſuch as they! 
call Brocaded Silk, very rich; it was not a Merce:'s Shep m 
nor a Warehouſe of a Mercer, but Jook'd like a priva- = 


Dwelling-Houſe, and was it ſeems Inhabited by a Mane | 
that ſold Goods for the Weavers to the Meicers, like red 
Broker or Factor. t tl 
That I may make ſhort of this black Part of this Story, Nin 
was attack'd by two Wenches that eame open Moutl' Fey 
at me juſt as I was going out at the Door, and one e 
them pulbd me back into the Room, while the other ſh ” | 
wry 


the Door upon me ; I would have given them good Word 
b 
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dd : bot there was no room for it; two fiery Dragons cou'd 
bot have been more furious then they were; they tore my 


M Cloths, bully'd and roar'd as if they would have mur- 
{KM ther'd me; the Miſtreſs of the Houſe came next, and then 
ear me Maſter, and all outrageous, for a while eſpecially, 

ut I gave the Maſter very good Words, told him the Door 


© was open, and things were a Temptation to me, that I 
vas poor, and d iſtreſsd, and Poverty was what many 
could not reſiſt, and beg'd him with Tears to have pity 
Jon me; the Miſtreſs of the Houſe was mov'd with Com- 


che N raffion, and enclin'd to have let me go, and had almoſt 
ou BY berſwaded her Huſband to it alſo, but the ſawey Wenches 
ſal. were run even before they were ſent, and had fetch'd a 
ent Conftable, and then the Maſter ſaid, he could not go back, 
pon] II muſt go before a Juſtice, and anſwer'd his Wife that he 
ſel- might come into Trouble himſelf if he ſhould let me go. 
{ce KY The fight of the Conſtable indeed ſtruck me with 

error, and I thought I ſhould have ſunk into the Ground ;[ 
me- ſell into faintings, and indeed thePeople themſelves thought 

I would have died, when the Woman argued again for me, 
aid, ind entreated her Huſband, ſeeing they had loſt nothing 
he let me go: I offer'd him to pay for the two Pieces 


Whatever the value was, the' I had not got them, and ar- 
Wtucd that as he had his Goods, and had really loſt nothing, 


$35 00d for the bare Attempt of taking them. I put the 
Conſtable in mind that I had broke no Doors, nor carried 
yy Thing away; and when I came to the Juſtice, and 
Peaded there that I had neither broken any Thing to get 
In, nor carried any Thing out, the Juſtice was inclin'd to 
Wilcaſe me; but the firſt ſawcy Jade that ſtopt me, af- 
hop timing that I was going out with the Goods, but that ſhe 
va: me and pvll'd me back as I was upon the Threſhold, 
e Juſtice upon that Point committed me, and I was car- 
ed to Neregate, that horrid Place! my very Blood chills 
the Mention of its Name; the Place where ſo many 
my Comrades had been lock'd up, and from whence 
ey went to the fatal Tree; the Place where my Mother 
er'd ſo deeply, where J was brought into the World, 
gc irom whence I expefted no Redemption, but by an 
ufs mom Death: To conclude, the Place that had fo long 
; expected 


By: would be cruel to purſue me to Death, and have my - 
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me, and which with fo much Art and Succeſs I had ſo 
long avoided. | | 

I was now fix'd indeed: *tis impoſſible to deſcribe the 
Terror of my Mind, when I was firſt brought in, and 
when I look d round upon all the horrors of that diſmal 
place; I look d on myſelf as loſt, and that I had nothing 
to think of, but of going out of the World, and that with 
the utmoſt infamy ; the helliſhNoifſe, the roaring, Swearing 
and Clamour, the Stench and Naſtinels, and all the dread- 
ful Croud of afliting things that I ſaw there, joyn'd to- 


gether to make the Place ſeem an Emblem of Hell itſelf, | 


and a Kind of an Entrance into it. 


Now I reproach'd myſelf with the many hints I had Þ 
had, as I have mentioned above, from my own Reaſon, 


from the Senſe of my good Circumſtances, and of the 


many Dangers I had eſcaped, to leave off while I was well, ; 


and how [ had withſtood them all, and hardened my 


Thoughts againſt all Fear; it ſeem'd to me that I was hur- 
ried on by an inevitable and unſeen Fate to this Day of 
Miſery, and that now I was to expiate all my Offences at 
the Gallows, that I was now to give Satisfaction to Juſtice Þ 
with my Blood, and that I was come to the laſt Hour of 


my Life, and of my Wickednels together: Theſe Things 


pour'd themſelves in upon my Thoughts in a confus'd 


manner, and left me overwhelm'd with Melancholy and 
Deſpair. - Then I repented heartily of my Life paſt, but 
that Repentance yielded me no Satisfactien, no Peace, no 
not in the leaſt, becauſe, as I ſaid to myſelf, it was repent- 
ing after the Power of farther finning was taken away: 
3 ſeem'd not to mourn that IT had committed ſuch Crimes, 
and for the FaR, as it was an Offence againſt God and my 
Neighbour ; but I meurn'd that I was to be puniſhed for 
it; I was a Penitent as I thought, not that I had ſinn'd, 
but that I was to ſuffer, and this took away all the Comfort, 


and even the Hope of myRepentance in my Cn Thoughts. 


I got no Sleep for ſeveral Nights or Days after I came 
into that wretched Place, and glad I would have been for 


ſome time to have dy'd there, tho' I did not confider dy- ; 


ing as it ought to be conſider'd neither, indeed nothing 
could be fill'd with more Horror to my imagination than 


the very Place, nothing was more odious to me than the 
Company 
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Company that was there: O! if I had but been ſent to a- 
ny Place in the World, and not to Newgate, I ſhould have 
thought myſelf happy. f 

In the next Place how did the harden'd Wretches that 
were there before me triumph over me? What! Mrs, 
Flanders come to Newgate at laſt? What, Mrs. Mary, 
Mrs. Molly, and after that plain Moll Fland rs? They 
thought the Devil had help'd me they ſaid, that I had 
reign'd ſo long, they expected me there many Years ago, 
and was I come at laſt ? Then they flouted me with my 
Dejections, welcom'd me to the Place, wiſh'd me Joy, 
hid me have a good Heart, not to be caſt down, Things 
might not be ſo bad as J fear'd, and the like ; then call'd 
for Brandy, and drank to me, but put it all up to my 
Score, for they told me I was but juit come to the Col- 
lege, as they call'd it, and ſure J had Money in my Pocket, 
tho' they had none. 

I aſk'd one of this Crew how long ſhe had been there? 
She faid four Months; I aſk'd her how the Place look'd 
to her when ſhe firſt came into it? Juſt as it did now to 
me, ſays foe, dreadful and frightful, that ſhe thought ſhe 
was in Hell, and believe to ſtill, ada, foe, but it is natural 
ts me now, I don't diſturb myjelf absut it: | ſuppoſe, fays 
J, you are in no Danger of what is to follow; Nay, /ays 
ſhe, you are miſtaken there | aſſure you, for I am under 
Sentence, only I pleaded my Belly, but lam no more 
with Child than the Judge that try'd me, and I expect 
to be called down next Seſſions: This CaLLinG-Dow nw 
is callirg down to their former Fudgment, when a Vo- 
man has been reſpited for her Belly, but proves not to be 
with Child, or if ſbe has been with Child, and has been 
brought to Bed. Well, ſays J. and are you thus eaſy ? 
ay, ſays ſhe, 1 can't help myſelf, what fignifies being 
fad? If I am hang'd there's an End of me, /ays ſbe, and 
away ſhe turns Dancing, and ſings as ſhe goes, the follow- 
ing Piece of Newgate Ht, | 

If I Swing by the String, 
ſhall hear the * Bell ring. 
And then there's an End of poor Tenny. 


i * Toe Bull at ot. Sepulc h her's which tells onExecution Day. 


I men- 
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J mention this, becauſe it would be worth the Obfer- 
vation of any Priſoner, who ſhall hereafter fall into the 


fame Misfortune, and come to that dreadful Place of 


Newgate ; how Time, Neceſfity, and Converſing with 
the W retches that are there, familiarizes the Place to them; 
how at laſt they become reconciled to that which at firſt 
was the greateſt Dread upon their Spirits in the World, 
and are as impudently chearful and merry in their Miſery, 
as they were when out of it. 

I cannot ſay, as ſome do, this Devil is not fo black as 
he is painted ; for indeed no Colours can repreſent the 
Place to the Life ; nor any Soul conceive aright of it, but 
thoſe who have been Sufferers there : But how Hell ſhould 
become by Degrees ſo natural, and not only tolerable, but 
even agreeable, is a Thing unintelligible, but by thoſe who 
have experienced it, as | have. 

The ſame Night that I was ſent to Newgate, ] ſent the 
News of it to my old Governeſs, who was ſurprized at 
it you may be ſure, and ſpent the Night almoſt as ill out 
of Newgate, as | did in it. 

The next Morning ſhe came to ſee me ſhe did what ſhe 
could te comfort me, but ſhe ſaw that was to no Purpoſe ; 
however, as ſhe ſaid, to fink under the Weight, was but 
to increaſe the Weight, ſhe immediately apply'd herſelf 
to all the proper Methods to prevent the Effects of it, 
which we fear'd ; and firſt ſhe found out the two hery 
Jades that had ſurprized me; ſhe tamper'd with them, 
perſuaded them, offer'd them Money, and ina Word, 
try'd all imaginable Ways to prevent a Proſecution ; ſhe 
offer'd one of the Wenches 1eo /. to go away from her 
Miſtreſs, and not to appear againſt me; but ſhe was fo 
reſolute, that tho? ſhe was but a Servant Maid at 3 J. a 
Year Wages, or thereabouts, ſhe refuſed it, and would 
have refuſed it, as my Governeſs ſaid the believed, if ſne 
had offer'd her cool. Then ſhe attack'd the o her Maid, 
ſhe was not ſo hard hearted in Appearance as the other; 
and ſometimes ſeem'd inclined to be merciful ; but the 
firſt Wench kept her up, and chang'd her Mind, and 
would not ſo much as let my Caron talk with her, 
but threaten'd to have her up for tampering with the 
Evidence. 

Then 
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be caſt for my Life, as I was certain that J was alive, and 
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Then ſhe apply'd to the Maſter, that is to ſay the 
Man whote Goods had been ſtol'n, and particularly to his 
Wife, who as I told you was enclin'd at firſt to have ſome 
Compaſſion for me ; ſhe found the Woman the ſame ſtill, 
but the Man alledged he was bound by the Juſtice that 
committed me, to Proſecute, and that he ſhould forfeit 
his Recognizance. | 

My Governeſs offer'd to find Friends that ſhould get his 
Recognizances off of the File, as they call it, and that 
he ſhould not ſuffer ; but it was not poſſible to convince 
him, that could be done, or that he could be ſafe any 
way in the World, but by appearing againſt me; ſo I 
was to have three Witneſſes of Fact, againſt me, the Ma- 
ſter and his two Maids, that is to ſay, I was certain to 


| had nothing to do, but to think of dying, and prepare 
for it. I had but a {ad foundation to build upon, as I ſaid 
before, for all my Repentance appear'd to me to be only 
the Effect of my fear of Death, not a ſincere regret for 
the wicked Life that I had liv'd, and which had broughe 
this Miſery upon me, or for the offending my Creator, 
who was ſuddenly to be my Judge. 

I lived many Days here under the utmoſt horror of 
Soul ; I had Death as it were in view, and thought of 
nothing Night and Day, but of Gibbets and Halters, e- 
vil Spiri ts and Devils; it is not to be expreſs d by Words 
how I was harraſs'd, between the dreadful Apprehenſions 
of Death, and the Terror of my Conſcience reproaching 
me with my paſt horrible Life. 

The Ordinary of Newgate came to me, and talk d a lit- 
tle in his way, but all his Divinity ren upon Confeſſing 
myCrime, as he call'd it, (tho he knew not what J was in 
for) making a full Diſcovery, and the like, without 
which he told me God would never forgive me ; and 
he ſaid ſo little to the purpoſe, that I had no manner of 
Conſolation from him; and then to ebſerve the poor 
Creature preaching Confeſſion and Repentance to me in 
the Morning, and find him drunk with Brandy and Spi- 
rits by Noon ; this had ſomething in it ſo ſhocking, that 
I began to Nauleate the Man more than his Work, = . 
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his Work too by degrees for the ſake of the Man; ſo that 
I defir'd him to trouble me no more. 

I know not how it was, but by the indefatigable Appli- 
cation of my diligent Governeſs I had no Bill preferr'd 
againſt me the firſt Seſſions, I mean to the Grand Jury 
at Guild Hall; ſo J had another Month, or five Weeks 
before me, and without doubt this ought to have been ac- 
cepted by me, as ſo much time given me for RefleQion 
upon what was paſt, and preparation for what was to 
come, or in a Word, I ought to have eſteem'd it, as a 
ſpace given me for Repentance, and have employ'd it as 
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ſuch; but it was not in me, I was ſorry (as before for Þ 


being in Newgate, but had very few Signs of Repentance 
about me. 

On the contrary, like the Waters in the Cavities, and 
Hollows of Mountains, which petrifies and turns into 
Stone whatever they are ſuffer d to drop upon; ſo the 
continual Converſing with ſuch a Crew of Hell- Hounds 
as I was, which had the ſame common Operation upon 
me, as upon other People, I degenerated into Stone ; I 
turn'd firſt Stupid and Senſeleſs, then Brutiſh and Thought» 
les, and at laſt raving Mad as any of them were; ard in 
ſhort, I became as naturally plea'd and eaſie with the 
Place, as if indeed I had been Born there. 

It is ſcarce poſſible to imagine that our Natures ſhou ld 
be capable of ſo much Degeneracy, as to make that plea- 
fant and agreeable that in it ſelf is the moſt compleat Mi- 
ſery. Here was a Circumſtance, that I think it is ſcarce 
poſſible to mention a worſe; I was as exquiſitely miſer- 
able as ſpeaking of common Caſes, it was poſiible tor any 
one to be that had Lite and Health, and Money to help 
them as I had. 

I had a weight of Guilt upon me enough to fink any 
Creature who had the leaſt power of Reflection left, and 
had any Senſe upon them of the Happineſs of this Lite 
or the Miſery of another then; I had at firit remorſe in- 
deed, but no Repentance ; I had now neither Remorſe 
or Repentance: I had a Crime charg'd upon me, the Pu- 
niſhment of which was Death by our Law ; the Proof 
ſo evident, there was no room ſor me ſo much as to plead 


not Guilty; I had the Name of an old Offender, ſo that 


I ha 
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[had nothing to expect but death in a few Weeks time, 
icicher had 1 myſelf any thoughts of Eſcaping, and yet 
certain ſtrange Lethargy of Soul poſſels'd me, I had no 
Trouble, no Apprehentions, no Sorrow about me, the 
firſt Surprize was gone; I was, I may well ſay I know 
wt how, my Senſes, my Reaſon, nay, my Conſcience 
were all aſleep, my Courſe of Life for forty Years had 
been a horrid Complication of Wickedneſs, W horedom, 
Adultery, Inceſt, Lying, Theft, and in a Word, every 
thing but Murther, and Treaſon had been my Practice 
fom the Age of Eighteen, or thereahouts to Threeſcore; 


ind now I was ingulph'd in the miſery of Puniſhment, 


ind had an infamous Death juſt at the door, I had no Senſe 
Yo'my Condition, no Thought of Heaven or Hell at leaſt, 
lat went any farther than a bare flying Touch, like the 


stich or Pain that gives a Hint and goes off; I neither 
tad a Heart to ask God's Mercy, or indeed to think of it, 
ad in this I think I have given a brief Deſcription of the 


Fcompleateſt Miſery on Earth. 


All my terrifying Thoughts were paſt, the Horrors of 


II the Place were become Familiar, and J felt no more un- 
IJ eafineſs at the Noiſe and Clamours of the Priſon, than 
they did who made that Noiſe ;*in a Word I was became 


meer Nerwgate-Bird, as Wicked and as Outragious as any 
of them; nay, I ſcarce retain'd the Cuſtom of good 
breeding, and Manners, which all along till now run 


chr my Converſation ; ſo thorough a Degeneracy had poſ- 
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eld me, that I was no more the ſame thing that I had 
been, than if I had never been otherwiſe chan what I 
Was now. 

In the middle of this harden'd Part of my Life, I had 
another ſudden Surprize, which call'd me back a little to 
that thing ca!l'd Sorrow, which indeed I began to be paſt 
the Senſe of before, they told me one Night, that there 
was brought into Priſon late the Night before three High · 


I vay-Men, whe had commited a Robbery ſomewhere on 
the Road to Windſer, Hounflow- Heath I think it was, 
ind were purſued to Uxbreage by the Country, and were 
JF taken there aſter a gallant Reſiſtance, in which I know 


not how many of the Country People were wounded, 
ind ſome kil'd, 1 
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[: is not to be wonder'd that we who were Priſoners, 
were all deſirous enough to ſee thoſe brave topping Gen. 
tlemen that were talk'd up to be ſuch, as their Fellows 
had not been known, and eſpecially becauſe it was faid | 
they would in the Morning be remov'd into the 
Preſs-Vard having given Money to the Head Maſter of 
the Priſon, to be allow'd the liberty of that better Part 
of the Priſon: So we that were Women plac'd ourlelves 
in the Way that we would be ſure to {ee them; but no- 
thing cou'd exprels the Amazement and Surprize I was 
in, when the very firſt Man that came in I knew to be 
my Lancaſhire Huſband, the fame who liv'd ſo well at 
Dunſtable, and the lame who I atierwards faw at Bricki!l, 
when | was married to my laſt Huſband, as ha, been re- 
lated. 

L was ſtrack dumb at the Sight, and knew neither 
what to ſay, or what to do; he did not know me, and 
that was all the preſent Relief J had; I qu itted my Com- 
pany, and retired as much a* that dreadful Place ſuffers 
any Body to retire, and I cry'd vehemently for a great 
while; dreadſul Creature, that I am, faid I, How many 
deſperate Wretches have ] ſent to the Devil; This Gen- 
eleman's Misfortunes I placed all to my own Account: 
He had told me at Cheer, he was ruined by that Match, 
and that his Fortunes were made deſperate on my Ac- 
count ; tor that thinking I kad been a Fortune, he was 
run in Debt more than he was able to pay, and that he 
krew not what Courſe to take; that he would go into the 
Army, and carry a Muſquet, or buy a Horſe and take a 
Tour, as he call'd it; and tho? I never told him that I 
was a Fortune, and ſo did not actually deceive him myſelf, 
yet I did encourage the having it thought that I was ſo, 
and by that Means 1 was the Occaſion originally of his 
Miſchief. 

The Surprize of this Thing only ſtruck deeper into 
my Thoughts, and gave me ſtronger Reflections than all 
that had befallen me before; I griev'd Day and Night 
for him, and the more, for that they {aid he was the 
Captain of the Gang, and that he had committed ſo ma- 
ny Robberies, that Hind, or Whitney, or the Golden Fare 
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mer were Fools to him? that he would ſurely be hang'd 
if there were no more Men left in the Country he was 
born in; and that there would abundanceot People come 
in againlt him. | 

I] was overwhelm'd with grief for him; my own Caſe 
gave me no diſturbance compar'd to this, and I loaded 
my ſelf with Reproaches on his Account; I bewail'd his 
Misfortunes, and the ruin he was now come to, at ſuch 
a Rate, that I reliſh'd nothing now, as I did before, and 
the firſt Reflections I made upon the horrid deteſtable 
Life I had liv'd began to return upon me, and as thele 
things return'd, my abhorrence of the Place I was in, and 
of the way of living in it, return'd allo; in a word, I 
was perſectly chang'd, and become another Body. 

While I was under theſe Influences of ſorrow for him, 
came Notice to me that the next Seſſions approaching, 
there would be a Bill preferr'd to the Grand Jury ag. inſt 
me, and that I ſhould be certainly try'd ior my Lile at 
the Old- Bailey: My 'Lemper was touch'd beſore, the 
harden'd wretched boldneſs of Spirit, which I had ac- 
quir'd, abated, and Conſcious in the Priſon Guilt began 
to low in upon my Mind: In ſhort, I began to think, 
and to think :s one real Advance from Hell to Heaven ; 
all that Helliſh harden'd ſtate and temper ot Soul, which 
I have ſaid ſo much of before, is but a deprivation of 
Thought; he that is reſtor'd to his Power of thinking, 
6 reltor'd to himſelf. 

As ſoon as I began, I ſay to think, the firft thing that 
occurr'd to me broke out thus; Lord ! what wil become j 
of me, I ſhall certainly die! I ſhall be caſt to be ſure, and [| 
there is nothing beyond that but Death! I have no f 
Friends, what ſhall I do? I ſhall be certainly caſt ; Lord, 
have Mercy upon me, what will become of me? This 
waz a fad Thought, you will ſay, to be the firſt after ſo 
long time that had ſtarted into my Soul of that kind, and 
yet even this was nothing but fright, at what was to come; 
there was not a word of ſincere Repentance in it all: 
However, I was indeed dreadfully dejefted, and diſcon- 
folate to the laſt degree; and as I had no Friend in the 
World to communicate my diſtreſs 'd Thoughts to, it lay 
e heavy upon me, that it threw me into Fits, and Swgoe- 
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ings ſeveral times a Day: I ſent for my old Governeſs 
and ſhe, give her her due, Afted the Part of a true Friend» 
ſhe left me no Stone unturn'd to pervert the Grand Jury, 
finding out one or two of the Jury Men, talk'd with them, 
and endeavour'd to poſſeſs them with favourable Diſpoſi- 
tions, on Account that nothing was taken away, and no 
Houſe broken, c. but all would not do, they were over- 
raPd by the reit, the two Wenches {wore home to the 
Fact, and the Jury found the Bill againſt me for the Rob- 
bery and Houle-breaking. that is for Felony and Burglary, 

J ſunk den when they brought me News of it, and 
after I came to myſelf again, I thought I ſhould have died 
with the weight of it: My Governels acted a true Mo- 
ther to me: ſhe pitied me, ſhe cry'd with me, and for 
me; but ſhe cou'd not help me; and to add to the Ter- 
ror of it, M was the Diſcourie all over the Houle, that [ 
ſhould die for it; I cou'd hear them talk it among them- 
ſelves very often; and ſee them ſhake their Heads, and 
ſay they were ſorry for it, and the like, as is uſual in the 
Place; but ſtill no Body came to tell me their J houghts, 
till at laſt one of the Keepers came to me privately, and 
faid with a Sigh, well Mrs. Flanders, you will be tried a 
Friday, (chi was but a Weane/day, ) what do you intend 
to do? | turn'd as white as a Clout, and ſaid, God knows 
what I ſhall do, for my part I know not what to do; why, 
fays he, I won't flatter you, I would have you prepare 
for Death, for I doubt you will be Caſt, and as they jay, 
= are an old Offender ; I doubt you will find but lite 

ercy; They fay, added he, your Caſe is very plain, and 
that the Witncſſes ſwear ſo home againſt you, there will 
be no ſtanding it, 

+ This wa a lab into the very Vitals of one under ſuch 
a Burthen as I was oppreſꝰd with before, and | cou'd not 
ſpeak to hm a Woid good or bad, for a g:cat while, but 
at laſt I bu:ſt out into Tears, and ſaid to him, Lord! 
Mr. What muſt I do? Do, /ays Le, ſend for the 


Ordinaty, ſend for a Miniſter, ard talk with him, for 
indeed Mrs. F/anders, unleſs you have very good Friends, 
you are no Woman for this World, 
This was plain dealing indeed, but it was very harſh 
to me, at leaſt I thought it ſo: He left me in the greateſt 
* * — con- 
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Confuſion imaginable, and all that Night I lay awake; 
and now I began to fay my Pravers; which I had ſcarce 
done before ſince my laſt Husband's Death, or from a little 
while after; and truly I may well call it, faying my Prayers ; 
for I was in ſuch a Confufton, and had ſuch horror upon 
my Mind, that the' I cry'd, and repeated ſeveral times 
the Ordinary | Expreſſion of Lord hate Mercy upon mc; 
| never brought myſelf to any Sente of my being a miar. 
able Sinner, as indeed I was, and of confeſſing my $:rs 
to God, and begging Pardon for the take of Jeſus Chriti ; 
| was ove:whelm'd with the Senſe of my Condition, being 
try'd for my Life, and being ſure to be condemn'd, and 
then I was as ſure to be Executed, and on this Account, 
| cry'd out all Night, Lord! what will become of me? 
Lord ! what ſhall I do? Lord ! I ſhall be hang'd, Lord 
have Mercy upon me, and the like. 

My poor afflicted Governels was now as much con- 
cern'd as I, and a great deal more truly Penitent ; tho? 
ſhe had no proſpeck of being brought to Tryal and Sen- 
tence, not but that ſhe delerv'd it as much as l, and fo ſhe 
faid herſelf; but ſhe had not done any thing herſelf for 
many Years ; other than receiving what I and others ſtole, 
and encouraging us to ſteal ii. But ſhe cry'd and took on, 
like a Diſtracted Body, wrirging her Hands, and crying 
out that ſhe was undone, t1at ſhe believ'd there was a 
Curſe from Heaven upon her, that ſhe ſhouid be damn'd, 
that ſhe had been the deſtruction of all her Friends, tha: 
ſhe had brought ſnch a cne, and ſuch a one, and ſuch 
a one to the Gallows; ard there ſhe reckon'd up ten or 
eleven People, ſome of which I have given an Account 
of that came to untimely Ens, and that now ſhe was the 
occaſion of my Ruin, for the had perſuaded me to go or, 
when I would have left oft : J interrupted her there; no 
Mother, no, /aid J. don't ſpeak of that, for you wou!d 
have had me left off when I got the Mercer's Money a- 
gain, and when I came home from Harwich, and I would 
not hearken to you therefore you have not been to blame, 
it is I only have ruin'd m;!clf, I have brought myſelt, 
to this Miſery, and thus we ſpent many Hours together: 

Well there was no Remedy, the Proſecution went on, 
and on Thur/day I was carried down to the Seſlions-Houſe, 
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where I was arraign'd, as they calld it, and the next Day 
] was appointed to be Try'a. At the Arraignment I plead. 
ed not Guilty, and well I might, for I was indicted for 
Felony and Burglary ; that is for felonionſty ſtealing two 
Pieces of Brocaded Silk, value 46 /. the Goods of Anthony 
FJobnſon, and for breaking open his Doors; whereas I knew 
very well they could not pretend to prove I had broken 
vp the Doors, or ſo much as lifted upa Latch. 

On the Friday } was brought to my Tryal, I had ex- 
hauſted my Spirits with Crying for two or three Days be- 
fore, that I ſlept better the T5ur/day Night than I expect. 
ed, and had more Courage for my Tryal, than indeed [ 
thought poſſible for me to have. 

When the Fryal began, and the Ipdictment was read, 


I would have fpoke, but they told me the Witneſſes 


muſt be heard firſt, and then I ſhould have time to be 
heard. The Witneſſes were the two Wenches, a Couple 
of hard Mouth'd Jade; indeed, for tho' the thing was 
Truth in the main, yet they aggravated it to the utmoſt 
extremity, and ſwore I had the Goods wholly in my poſ- 
ſeſſion, that I had hid them among my Cloaths, that I 
was going off with them, that I had one Foot over the 
Threſhold when they diſcovered themſelves, and then [1 
put bother over, ſo that I was quite out of the Houſe in 
the Street with the Goods before they took hold of me, 
and then they ſeiz'd me, and brought me back again, and 
they took the Goods upon me: The Fact in general was 
all ire, but J believe, and infiſted upon it, that they 
ſtopp'd me before I had fet my Foot clear of the Threſhold 
of the Houle ; but that did not argue much, for certain it 
was, that I had taken the Goods, and that I was bringing 
them away, if I had not been taken. 

But I pleaded that I had ſtole nothing, they had loſt no- 
thing, that the Door was open, and [I went in ſeeing the 
Goods lye there, and with Deſign to buy, if ſeeing no 
Body in the Houſe, I had taken any of them up into my 
Hand, it cou'd not be concluded that I intended to ſteal 
them, for that l never carried them farther than the Door 
to look on them with the better Light. 

The Court would not allow that by any means, and 


wade a kind of a Je{t of my intending to buy the i 
that 
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that being no Shop for Selling of any thing, and as to car- 
ry ing them to the Door to look at them, the Maids made 
their impudent Mocks upon that, and ſpent their Wit up- 
on it very much; told the Court I had loek d at ther 
ſufficiently, and approv'd them very well, for I had pack'd 
them up under my Cloaths, and was a going with them. 

In ſhort, I was found Guilty of Felony, but acquited 
of the Burglary, which was but ſmall Comfort to me, the 
firſt bringing me to a Sentence of Death, and the laſt 
would have done no more: The next Day, I was carried 
down to receive the dreadful Sentence, and when they 
came to aſk me what I had to ſay, why Sentence ſhould 
not paſs, I ſtood mute a while, but ſome Body that ſtood 
behind me, prompted me aloud to {peak to the Judges, 
for that they cou'd repreſent things favourably for me: 
This encourag'd me to ſpeak, and I told them I had no- 
thing to ſay to ſtop the Sentence ; but that I had much 
to ſay, to beſpeak the Mercy of the Court, that I hop'd 
they would allow ſomething in ſuch a Caſe, for the Cir- 
cumſtances of it, that I had broken no Doors, had carried 
nothing of, that no Body had loſt any thing; that the 
Perſon whoſe Goods they were was pleas'd to ſay, he de- 
fir d Mercy might be ſhown, which indeed he very ha- 
neſtly did, that at the worlt it was the firſt Offence, and 
that I had never been before any Court of Juſtice before : 
And in a Word, þ ſpoke with more Courage than I 
thought I cou'd-have done, and in ſuch a moving Tone, 
and tho with Tears, yet not ſo many Tears as to obſtract 
my Specch, that I cou'd ſee it mov'd others to Tears that 
heard me. 

The Judges fat Grave and Mute, gave me an ealy 
Hearing, and time to ſay all that I would, but faying nei- 
ther Yes, or Noto it, Pronounc'd the Sentence of Death 
upon me; a Sentence that was to me like Death itſelſ. 
which after it was read confounded me'; I had no more 
Spirit left in me, I had no Tongue to ſpeak, or Eyes to 
look up either to God or Man. 

My poor Governeſs was utterly diſcoaſolate, and ſhe 
taat was my Comforter before, wanted Comfort now her 
ſelf, and ſometimes Mourning, ſometimes raging, was as 
much out of herſelf, as to all outward Appearance, as any 
Aa 3 mad 
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mad Woman in Bedlam : Nor was ſhe only diſconſolate 
as to me, but ſhe was {truck with Horror at the Senſe of 
her own wicked Life, and began to look back upon it 
with a Taſte quite different from mine; for ſhe was peni- 
tent to the higheſt Degree for her Sins, as well as ſorrow- 
ful for her Misfortune; She ſent for a Miniſter too, a ſe- 
rious pious good Man, and apply'd herfelf with ſuch ear- 
neſtneſs by his Aſſiſtance to the Work of a ſincere Repent- 
ance, that I believe, and ſo did the Miniſter too, that ſhe 
was a true Penitent, and which is ſtill more, ſhe was not 
only ſo for the Occaſion, and at that Juncture, but ſhe con- 
tinued ſo, as I was inform'd to the Day of her Death, 

It is rather to be thought of, than expreſsd what was 
now my Condition ; I had nothing before me but preſent 
Death; and as I had no Friends to aſſiſt me, or to ſtir 

for me, I expected nothing but to find my Name in the 


Dead Warrant, which was to come down for the Execu- 


tion the Friday afterward, of five more and myſelf, 

In the mean time my poor diſtreſſed Governeſs ſent 
me a Miniſter, who at her Requeſt firſt, and at my own 
afterwards came to viſit me : He exhorted me ſeriouſly 
to repent of all my Sins, and to dally no longer with my 
ſoul ; not flattering myſelf with the Hopes of Life, which 
he ſaid. he was inform'd there was no Room to expect, 
but unfeignedly to look up to God with my whole Soul, 
and to cry for Pardon in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt. He 
back d his Difcourſes with proper Quotations of Scripture, 
encouraging the greateſt Sinners to repent, and turn from 
their evil Way, and when he had done, he kneeled down 
and prayed with me. 

It was now, that for the firſt time I felt any real ſigns 
of Repentance; I now began to look back upon my paſt 
Life with abhorrence, and having a kind of View into the 
ether Side of time, the things of Life, as I believe they 
do with every Body at fuch a time, began to look with 
a different Aſpect, and quite another Shape, than they 
did before; the greateſt and beſt things, the Views of fe- 
lieity, the joy, the griefs of Life were quite other things; 
and I had nothing in my Thoughts, but what was ſo in- 
finitely Superior to what I had known in Life, that it ap- 
pear'd to me to be the greateſt ſtupidity in Nature to lay 
| : any 
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any Weight upon any Thing tho' the moſt valuable in this 
World 


orld. 

The Word Eternity repreſented itſelf with all its in- 
comprehenſible Additions, and I had ſuch extended No- 
tions of it, that I know not how to expreſs them : Among 
the reſt, how vile, how groſs, how abſurd did. every 
pleaſant thing look? I mean, that we had counted plea- 
fant before; eſpecially when [ reflected that theſe ſordid 
Trifles were the Things for which we forfeited eternal 
Felicity. 

With theſe Reflections came in, of meer Courſe, ſe- 
vere Reproaches of my own Mind for my wretched Be- 
haviour in my paſt Life; that I had forfeited all hope of 
any Happineſs in the Eternity that T was juſt going to en- 
ter into, and on the contrary, was entituled to all that 
was miſerable, or had been conceived of Milery ; and 
—_— with the frightful Addition of its being allo Eter- 
nal. | 

I am not capable of reading Lectures of Inſtruction to 
any Body, but I relate this in the very manner in which 
things then appear'd to me, as far as I am able ; but in- 
finitely ſhort of the lively impreſſions which they made on 
my Soul at that time: indeed thoſe Impreſſions are not to 
be explain'd by Words, or if they are, I am not Miltreſs 
of Words enough to expreſs them : It mult be the Work 
of every ſober Reader to make juſt Reflections on them, 
as their own Circumſlances may direct; and without Que- 
ſtion, this is what every one at ſome time or other may 
feel ſomething of ; I mean a clearer Sight into things to 
come, than they had here, and a dark view of their own. 
Concern in them. : 

But I go back to my own Caſe ; the Miniſter preſs'd me 
to tell him, as far as I thought convenient, in what State 
I found myſelf as to the Sight I had of things beyond 
Lite; he told me he did not come as Ordinary of the 
Place, whoſe Buſineſs it is to extort Confeſſions from Pri- 
foners, for private Ends, or for the farther detecting of o- 
ther Offenders ; that his Buſineſs was to move me to ſuch 
Freedom of Diſcourſe, as might ſerve to diſburthen my 
own Mind, and furniſh him to adminiſter Comtort to 
me as far as was in his Power; and aſſured me, — 
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whatever I ſaid to him ſhould remain with him, and be 
as much a Secret as if it was known only to God and 
myſelf; and that he defired to know nothing of me, 
but as above, to qualify him to apply proper Advice 
and Aſſiſtanee to me, and to pray to God for me. 

This honeſt friendly Way of treating me unlock'1 
all the Sluices of my Paſſions: He broke into my very 


Soul by it; and I unravell'd all the Wickedneſs of my 


Life to him: In a Word, I gave him an Abridg ment of 
this whole Hiſtory ; I gave him the Picture of my Con- 
duct for fifty Years in Miniature, 

I hid nothing from him, and he in Return exhorted 
me to a ſincere Repentance, expiain'd to me what he 
meant by Repentance, and then drew cut ſuch a Scheme 
of infinite Mercy, proclaim'd from Heaven to Sinners of 
the greateſt Magnitude, that he left me nothing to ſay, 
that look'd like Deſpair. or doubting of being accep:ed, 
and in this Condition he left me the firſt Night. 

He viſited me again the next Morning, and went on 
with his Method of explaining the Terms ef Divine 
Mercy, which according to him conſiſted of nothing 
more, or more difficult than that of being ſincerely de- 
firous of it, and willing te accept it; only a ſincere Re- 
gret for, and Hatred of thoſe Things I had done, which 
render'd me ſo juit an Object of Divine Vengeance I 
am not able to repeat the excellent Diſcourſes of this ex- 
traordinary Man ; tis all that J am able to do to fay, that 
he reviv'd my Heart, and brought me into ſueh a Con- 
dition, that I never knew any Thing of in my Life be- 
fore; I was coverd with Shame and Tears for Things 
paſt, and yet ha4 at the ſame time a ſecret ſurprizing 
Joy at the Proſpect of being a true Penitent; and ob- 
raining the Comfort of a Penitent, I mean the Hope of 
being forgiven; and ſo ſwift did Thoughts circulate, and 
fo high did the impreſſions they had made upon me run, 
that I thought I cou'd have freely gone out that Minute 
to Execution, without any Unealineſs at all, c:iting my 
Soul entirely into the Arms of infinite Mercy as a 
Peni tent. 

The good Gentleman was ſo mov'd alſo in my Behalf, 


with a View of the influence which he ſaw theſe Things 
| | had 
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had on me, that he bleſſed God he had come to viſit me, 
and reſolved not to leave me till the laſt Moment, that is, 
not to leave viſiting me. 

It was no leis than 12 Days after our receiving Sentence, 
before any were order'd for Execution, and then upon a 
Wedneſday the Dead Warrant, as they call it, came down, 
and I found my Name wis among them; a terrible blow 


this was to my new Reſolutions, indeed my Heart ſunk 


within me, and I ſwoon'd away twice, one after another, 
but ſpoke not a word: The good Miniſter was ſorely Af- 
flicted for me, and did what he could to Comfort me 
with the ſame Arguments, and the ſame moving Elo- 
quence that he did before, and left me not that Evening 
ſo long as the Priſon-keepers woud ſuffer him to ſtay in the 
Priſon, unleſs he would be lock'd up with me all Night, 
which he was not willing to be. 

I wonderd much that I did not fee him all the next 
Day, it being but the Day before the time appointed for the 
Execution; and I was greatly diſcouraged and dejected in 
my Mind, and indeed almoſt funk for Want of that 
Comfort, which he had fo often, and with ſuch Succeſs, 
yielded me on his former Viſits; I waited with great 
impatience, and under the greateſt Oppreſſion of Spirits 
imaginable, till about Four o? Clock he came to my Apart- 
ment, for I had obtained the Favour by the Help of Mo- 
ney, nothing being to be done in that Place without it, 
not to be kept in the Condemn'd Hole, as they call it, a- 
mong the reſt of the Priſoners who were to die, but to 
have a little dirty Chamber to myſelf. 

My Heart Jeap'd within me for Joy, when J heard 
his Voice at the Door, even before I ſaw him; but let a- 
ny one judge what Kind of Motion I found in my Soul, 
when after having made a ſhort Excuſe for his not com- 
Ing, he ſhew'd me that his Time had been employed on 
my Account; that he had obtained a favourable Report 
from the Recorder to the Secretary of State in my parti- 
cular Caſe, and in fhort that he had brought me a Re- 
prieve, 

He uſed all the Caution that he was able in letting me 
know a thing, which it wou'd have been a double Cru- 
eity to have concealed ; and yet it was too much for me; 
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for as Grief had overſet me before, ſo did Joy overſet 
me now, and I fel] into a much more dangerous Swoon- 
Ing than I did at firſt, and it was net without a great 
Difficulty that I was recover'd at all. : 

The good Man having made a very Chriſtian Exhorta- 
tien to me, not to let the Joy of my Reprieve put the 
Remembrance of my paſt Sorrow out of my lind; and 
having told me that he muſt leave me, to go and enter 
the Reprieve in the Books, and ſhow it to the Sheriff, 
flood up juſt before his going away, and in a very earne!} 
Manner pray'd to God for me, that my Repentance 
might be made unſeigu'd and ſincere; and that my com- 
ing back as it were into Liſe again, might not be a re— 
turning to the Follies of Life, which I had made ſuch 
ſolemn Reſolutions to forſake and to repent of them; l 
joyn'd heartily in the Petition, and muſt needs fay, I 
had deeper impreſſions upon my Mind all that Night, of 
the Mercy of God in ſparing my Life, and a greater De- 
teſtation of my paſt Sins, from a Senſe of the Goodneſs 
which 1 had taſted in this Caſe, than 1 had in all my 
Sorrow before. | 

This may be thought inconſiſtent in itſelf, and wide 
from the Buſineſs of this Book : Particularly, I reflect 
that many of thoſe whe may be plead and diverted 
with the Relation of the wild and wicked Part of m 
Story, may not reliſh this, which is really the beſc Part 
of my Life; the moſt advan'ageous to my'elf, and the 
molt inſtructive to others; {ſuch however will J hope al- 
low me the Liberty to make my- Story compleat; it 
would be a ſevere Satyr on ſuch, to ſay they do not reliſh 
the Repentance as much as they do the Crime ; and that 
they had rather the Hiſtory were rather a compleat Tra- 
gedy, as it was very likely to have been. 

But I go on with my Relation ; the next Morning 
there was a ſad Scene indeed in the Priſon ; the firit 
Thing I was faluted with in the Morning, was theTolling 
of the great Bell at St. S-pulchres, as they call it, which 
uſher'd in the Day: As ſoon as it began to toll, a diſinzl 
groaning and crying was heard from the Condemi'd 
Hole, where there lay fix poor Souls, who were to be 
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executed that Day, ſome for one Crime, ſome for auo- 
ther, and two of them for Murther. 

This was followed by a contus'd Clamour in the Houſe, 
among the ſeveral Sorts of Priſoners, expreſſing their 
awkward Sorrows for the poor Creatures that were to die, 
but in a Manner extreamly differing one from another; 
ſome cried for them; ſome huzza'd, and wiſh'd them a 
good Journey; ſome dami.'d and curs'd thoſe that had? 
brought them to it, that is, meaning the Evidence, or 
Proſecutors; many pitying them; and ſome few, but 
very few, praying for them. : 

There was hardly room for ſo much Compoſure of 
Mind, as was requir'd for me to bleſs be merciful Pro- 
vidence that had as it were ſna!ch d me out of the Jaws 
of Deſtruction; I remain'd as it were Dumb and vuent, 
overcome with the Senle of it, and not able to expreſs 
what I had in my heart; for the Faſſions on ſuch occaft- 
ons as theſe, are ce tainly ſo agitated as not to be able pre- 
tently to regulate their own Motions. 

All the while the poor condemn'd Creatures were pre- 
paring to their Death, and the Ordinary as they call him, 
was buiy with them, diſpoſing them to ſubmit to their 
Sentence: 1 Ay all thi. Waile I was ſiez'd with a fit of 
trembling, as much as I could have been if I had been 
in the ſame Condition, as to be ſure the Day before | ex- 
pected to be; TI was ſo violently agitated by this Surpri- 
ſing Fit, that I ſhook as if I had been in the cold Fit of an 
Ague ; ſo that I cou'd not (peak or look, but like one Diſ- 
tracted: As ſoon as they were all put into the Carts and 
gone, which however I had not Courage enough to lee, 
[ ſay, as ſoon as they were gone, I fell into a fit of cry- 
ing involuntarily, and without Deſign, but as a 
meer PDiſtemper, and vet ſo violently, and it held 
me ſo long, that I knew not what Courle to take. 
nor could ſtop, or put a Checque to it, no not with all 
the Strength and Courage I had, 

T'liis fit of crying held me near two Hours, and as T 
believe held me till they were all out of the World, and 
then a mot humble Penicent ſerious kind of Joy ſuceed- 
ed; a real tranſport it was, or Paſhou of Joy, and Thank 
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fulneſs, but ſtill unable to give vent to it by Words, and 
in this I continued molt part of the Day. 

In the Evening the Good Minilter viſited me again, 
and then fell to his uſual good Diſcourſes, he Corgratu- 
laied my having a ſpace ye: allow'd me for Repentance, 
whereas the ſtate of thoſe fix poor Creatures was deter- 
min'd, and they were now palt the offers of Salvationſ; 
he earneſtly preis'd me to retain the ſame Sentiments of 
the things of Life, that I had when I had a view of Eter- Wl 
nity ; and at the End of all, told me I ſhould not con- 
clude that all was over, that a Reprieve was not a Pardon, 
that he could not yet anſwer for the effects of it; howe- 
ver, I had this Mercy, that I more time given me, and 
that it was my buſineſs to Imp: ove that time. 

This Diſcourſe, tho' very ſeaſonable, left a kind of ſad- 
neſs on my Heart, as if I might expect the Affair would 
4 have a tragical Iſſue ſtill, which however he had no cer- 
45 tainty of, and I did not indeed at that time queſtion him 
4 about it, he having ſaid that he would do his utmoſt to 
bf bring it to a good End, and that he hoped he might, but 
Þ he would not have me ſecure; and the Conſequence 
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7 prov'd that he had Reaſon for what he ſaid, 

1 It was about a Fortnight after this that I had ſome juſt 
'Y Apprehenſions that I ſhould be included in the next dead 
1 Warrant at the enſuing Seſſions; and it was not without 
1 great Difhculty, and at laſt an humble Petition for Tranſ- 


portation, that I avoided it, ſo ill was I beholden to Fame, 
, and ſo prevailing was the fatal Report of being an old 
* Offender, tho in that they did not do me ſtrict Jullice, 
4 for I was not in the Senſe of the Law an old Offender, 
whatever I was in the Eye of the Judge; for I had never 


; been before them in a Judicial Way before; fo the 


E Judges could not charge me with being an old Offender, 
4 but the Recorder was pleaſed to repreient my Caſe as he 
thought fit. Ee 

I had now a Certainty of Life indeed, but with the 
hard Conditions of being order'd for Tranſportation, 
which indeed was a hard Condition in itſelf, but not 
when comparatively conſider d; and therefore I ſhall 
make no Comments upon the Sentence, nor upon the 


Choice I was put to; we ſhall all chuſe any Thing os 
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ther than Death, eſpecially when it is attended with 
an uncomfortable Proſpect beyond it, which was my 
Cale. 

The good Miniſter whoſe intereſt, tho' a Stranger to 
me, had obtained me the Reprieve, mourn'd ſincerely 
for this Part; he was in hopes, he laid, that I ſhould 
have ended my Days under the influence of good In- 
truction, that I might not have forgot my former Dit- 
treſſes, and that I ſhould not have been turned looſe again 
among ſuch a wreiched Crew as they generally are, 
who are thus ſent Abroad where, as he /aid, I muſt have 
more than ordinary ſecret Aſſiſtance from the Grace of 
God, if I did not turn as wicked again as ever. 

J have not for a good while mentioned my Governeſs, 
who had during moſt, if not all of this part been dange- 
rouſly Sick, and being in as near a view of Death, by her 
Diſeaſe, as I was by my Sentence, was a very great Pe- 
nitent; I fay, I have not mention'd her, nor indeed did J 
ſee her in all this time, but being now recovering, and 
juſt able to come Abroad, ſhe came to lee me. 

I told her my Condition, and what a different flax and 
reflux of Fears, and Hopes I had been agitated with; I 
told her, what I had eſcap'd, and upon what Terms, 
and ſhe was preſent, when the Miniſter expreſo'd his fears 
of my Relapiing into wickedneſs upon my falling into the 
wretched Companies, that are generally Tranſported: 
Indeed I had a melancholly Reflection upon it in my aun 
Mind, for I knew what a dreadtu] Gang was always 
ſent away together, and I ſaid to my Governels, that 
the good Minſter's fears were not without Cauſe: Wel!, 
well, /2ys ſhe, but I hope you will not be tempted with 
ſuch a horrid Example as that, and as ſoon as the Mi- 
niſter was gone, ſhe told me, ſhe would not have me diſ- 
courag'd, for perhaps ways and means might be found out 
to diſpoſe of me in a particular way, by my ſelf, of which 
ſhe would talk farther to me afterward. 

I look'd earneſtly at her, and thought ſhe look'd more 
chearful than ſhe uſually had done, and I entertain'd im- 
mediately a Thouſand Notions of being deliver'd, but 
could not for my Liſe imagine the Methods, or think of 
ene that was in the leaſt ſeizible; but I was too much 
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concerned in it, to Jet her go from me without explaining 
| herſelf, which tho? ſhe was very loth to do, yet my im- 
portunity prevail'd, and while I was ſtill preſſing, ſhe 
anfwer'd me in few Words, thus, Why, you have Money, 
have you not? did you ever know one in your Life that 
was Tranſported, and had a Hundred Pound in his Poc- 
ket, I'll warrant you Child, /ays foe, | 

I underſtood her preſently, but told her J would leave 
all that to her, but-I\ſaw no room to hope for any thing, 
but a ſtrict Execution, of the order, and as it was a ſeve- 
rity that was eſteem'd a Mercy, there was no doubt but 
it would be ſtrictly obſerv'd; ſhe ſaid no more, but this, 
toe will try what can be done, and ſo we parted for that 
Night. 

I lay in the Priſon near fifteen Weeks after this order 
for Tranſportation was fign'd ; what the Reaſon of it was, 
J know not, but at the End of this time I was put on 
Board of a Ship in the Thames, and with me a Gang of 
Thirteen as harden'd vile Creatures as ever Newgate pro- 
duc'd in my time; and it would really well take up a 
Hiſtory longer than mine to deſcribe the degrees of Im- 
pudence, and audacious Villany that thoſe Thirteen were 
arriv'd to; and the manner of their behaviour in the 
Voyage; of which I have a very diverting Account by 
me, which the Captain of the Ship, who carried them 
over gave me the Minutes of, and which he caus'd his 
Mate to write down at large. 

It may perhaps be thought Trifling to enter here into a 
Relation of all the little incidents which attended me in 
this interval oF*my Circumſtances; I mean between the 
final order for my Tranſportation, and the time of my 
going on board the Ship, and I am too near the End of 
my Story, to allow room for it, but ſomething relating 
to me, and my Lancaſhire Husband, I muſt not omit. 

He had, as Have obJervd already, been carried from 
the Maſter's fide of the ordinary Priſon, into the Prels* 
Yard, with three of his Comrades, for they found another 
to add to them after ſome time ; here for what Reaſon I 
knew not, they were kept in Cuſtody without being 
brought to Tryal almoſt three Months, it ſeems they 
found means to Bribe or buy off ſome of thoſe who were 
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expected to come in againſt them, and they wanted Evi- 
dence ſome time to Convict them: After ſome puzzle on 
this account, at firſt they made ſhift to get proof e- 
nough againſt two of them, to carry them off; but the o- 
ther two, of which my Lancaſbire Huſband was one, lay 
ſtill in ſuſpence; They had I think one poſitive Evidence 
againſt each of them; but the Law ſtrictly obliging them 
to have two Witneſſes, they cou'd make nothing of it; 
yet it ſeems they were reſolv'd not to part with the Men 
neither, not doubting but a farther Evidence would at 
laſt come in; and in Order to this, I think Publication 
was made, that ſuch Priſoners being taken, any one that 
had been robb'd by them, might come to the Priſon and 
ſee them. 

I took this opportunity to ſatisfy my Curioſity, pre- 
tending that I had been robb'd in the Dunſtable Coach, 
and that I would go to ſee the two Highway-Men; but 
when I came into the Prefs-Yard, I fo diſguisd myſelf, 
and muffled my Face up fo, that he cou'd ſee little of me, 
and conſequently knew nothing of who I was, and when 
I came back, I faid publickly that I knew them very well. 

Immediately it was Rumour'd all over the Priſon, that 
Moll Flander; would turn Evidence againſt one of the High- 
way Men. and that I was to come off by it from the Sen- 
tence of Tranſportation. 

They heard of it and immediately my Huſband de- 
ſir'd to fee this Mrs. Flanders that knew him ſo well, and 
was to be an Evidence againſt him, and accordingly, I 
had leave given to go to him: I dre's'd myſelf up as well 
as the belt Clothes that I ſuffer'd myſelf ever to appear in 
there, would allow me, and went to the Preſs-Yard, but 
had for ſome time a Hood over my Face; he ſaid little to 
me at firſt, but aſk'd me if I knew him; I told him yes, 
very well; but as I conceal'd my Face, ſo 1 Counterſeited 
my Voice, that he had not the leaſt gueſs, at who I was: 
He aſk'd me where I had ſeen him, I told him between 
Dunſtable and Brickhill, but turning to the Keeper that 
ſtood by, I aſk'd if I might not be admitted to talk with 
him alone, he ſaid, yes, yes, as much as I pleas d, and fo 


"wy civilly withdrew. 


s ſoon as he was gone, and I had ſhut the Door, I 
3 threw 
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. threw off my Hood, and burſting out into Tears, my 
Dear, ſays I. do you not know me He turn'd pale and 
ſtood ſpeechleſs, like one Thunder ſtruck, and not able to 
conquer the Surprize, ſaid no more but this, /et n /it 
detun; and fitting down by a Table, he laid his Elbow 
upon the Table, and leaning his Head upon his Hand, 
fix'd his Eyes on the Ground as one ftupid ; I ery'd fo 
vehemently on the other Hand, that it was a good while 
eier I could ſpeak any more; but after ] had given ſome 
Vent to my Paſſion by Tears, I repeated the fame words: 
My dear, do you not know me? At which he anſwer'd Ves, 
and ſaid no more a good while, 

After ſome time continuing in the Surprize, as above, 
he caſt up his Eyes towards me and ſaid, Hor could you be 

fo ctuel? I did not readily underſtand what he meant; 
N anſwer'd, how can you call me cruel ? What have 
been cruel to you in? T9 come to ne? ſays he, in ſuch 
a Place as this, is it not to inſult ne? I have not robbed 
you? at /aff not on the Highway. 

I perceiy'd by this, that he knew nothing of the miſe- 
rable Circumſtances I was in, and thought that having got 
ſome Intelligence of his being there, I had come to up- 
braid him with his leaving me; but I had too much to 
fay to him to be affronted, and told him in few Words, 
that I was far from coming to inſult him, but at beſt I 
came to condole mutvally, that he would be eaſily fatil- 
fed that | had no ſuch View, when I ſhould tel! him that 
my Condition was worſe than his, and that many ways : He 
look'd a little concern'd at the general Expreſſion of my 
Condition being worſe than his; but with a kind of a 
Smile, look'd a little wildly, and faid,. How can that be? 
when you ſee me fetter'd, and in Neregate, and two of my 
Companions executed already; can you fay your Condi- 
tion is worſe than mine ? 

Come my Dear, /ays I, we have a long Piece of Work 
to do, if I ſhould be to relate, or you to hear my unfor- 

twrate Hiſtory ; but if you are diſpoſed to hear it, you 
„ill ſoon conclude with me that my Condition is worſe 

than yours: How is that poſſible, ſays he again, when 1 
expect to be caſt for my Life the very next Seſſions ? Ves 
Jays J. dis very poſſible when 1 ſhall tell you that J = 
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een caſt for my Life three Seſſions ago, and am under 

Sentence of Death, is not my Caſe worſe than yours ? 
Then indeed he ſtood filent again, like one ſtruck 
Dumb, and after a little while he ſtarts up, unhappy 
Couple ! /ays he, How can this be poſſible ? 1 reok him 
by the Hand, come my Dear, /aid J, fit down, and let 
us compare our Sorrows: I am a Priſoner in this very 
Houſe, and in a much worſe Circumſtance than you, and 
you will be fatisfy'd I do not come to inſult you, when 
I tell you the Particulars; and with this we ſat down to- 
gether, and I told him ſo much of my Story as I thought 
convenient, bringing itat laſt to my being reduced to great 
Poverty, and repreſenting myſelf as fallen into ſome Com- 
pany that led me to relieve my Diſtreſſes by a Way that 

had been utterly unacquainted with, and that they 
making an Attempt at a Tradeſman's Houſe 1 was ſeiz d 
upon, for having been but juſt at the Deor, the Maid- 
Servant pulling me in ; thatI neither had broke any Lock, 
or taken any thing away, and that noewithſtanding that 
I was brought in Guilty, and ſentenced to dye; but that 
the Judges having been made ſenſible of the Hardſhip of 
my Circumſtances, had obtained leave to remit the Sen- 
tence upon my conſenting to be tranſported. 

told him I fard the worſe for being taken in the Pri- 
{on for one Mo Flanders, who was a famous ſucceſsful 
Thief, that all of them had heard of, but none of them 
had ever ſeen, but that as be knew rwell was none of my 
Name; but I placed them all to the Account of my ill 
Fortune, and that under this Name I was dealt with as an 
old Offender, tho? this was the firſt thing they had ever 
known of me, I gave him a long particular of things that 
had befallen me, fince | faw aim; but I told him if I had 
ſeen him ſince, he might think I had, and then gave him 
an Account how I had ſeen him at Bric&hi/7 ; how fun- 
oufly he was purſued ; and how by giving an Account 
that I knew him, and that he was a very honeſt Gentle- 
man, one Mr. „the Hue and Cry was ſtopp d. 
and the High Conſtable went back again. 

He liſten'd moſt attentively to all my Story, and ſmil'd 


zt molt of the Particulars, being all of them petty Matters, 


and infinitely below what he had been at the Head of; 
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but when I came to the Story of Little Bricki/l, he was 
ſurpriz d, and was it you, my Dear, ſa id he, that gave 
the Check to the Mob that was at our Heels there, at Brickill ; 
Yes, /aid I, it was I indeed, and then I told him the Par- 
ticulars which I had obſerv'd of him there. Why ther, 
ſaid he, it was you that ſav'd my Life at that Time, and I 
am glad I owe my Life to you, for I will pay the Debt 
to you now, and I'll deliver you from the preſent Con- 
dition you are in, or I will die in the Attempt. 

[ told him by no means; it was a Riſque too great, 
not worth his running the Hazard of, and for a Life not 
worth his ſaving ; *twas no matter for that he ſaid, it was 
a Life worth all the World td him; a Life that had given 
him a new Life ; for, /ays he, I was never in real Danger 
of being taken, but that time; till the laſt Minute when 
] was taken: Indeed, he told me, his Danger then lay in 
his believing he had not been purſued that Way ; for 
they had gone off from Hockly quite another Way, and 
had come over the enclos'd Country into Brictill, 
not by the Road, and were ſure they had not been ſeen 
by any Body. | 

Here he gave a long Hiſtory of his Life, which in- 
deed would make a very ſtrange Hiſtory, and be infinitely 
diverting. He told me, he took to the Road about 
twelve Year before he marry'd me ; that the Woman 
which calld him Brother, was not really his Siſter, or 
any Kin to him, but one that belong'd to their Gang, 
amd who keeping Correfpondence with them, liv'd al- 
ways in Town, having good Store of Acquaintance, that 
ſhe gave them a perfe& Intelligenee of Perſons going out 
of Town, and that they had made ſevera] good Booties 
by her Correſpondence ; that ſhe thought ſhe had fix'd a 
Fortune for him, when ſhe brought me to him, but hap- 
pen'd to be diſappointed, which he really could not blame 
her for: That, if it had been his good Luck, that I had 
had the Eſtate, which ſhe was inform'd I had, he had 
reſolv'd to leave off the Road, and live a retired ſober 
Life, but never to appear in publick till ſome general Par- 
don had been paſs'd, or till he could, for Money, have 
got his Name into ſome particular Pardon, that fo he 


might have been perfectly eaſy, but that as it had * 
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otherwiſe, he was oblig'd to put off his Equipage, and 
take up the old Trade again. HE | 

He gave me a long Account of ſome of his Adventures, 
and particularly one, when he robb'd the Ve Cheſter 
Coaches, near Litchfield, when he got a very great Booty; 
and after that, how he robb'd hve Graſiers, in the V, 
going to Burford Fair, in Wiltfhire, to buy Sheep; he 
told me, he got ſo much Money on thoſe two Occaſions, 
that if he had known where to have found me, he would 
certainly have embrac'd my Propoſal of going with me to 
Virginia; or to have ſettled in a Plantation, on ſome 
other Parts of the Exgliſb Colonies in America. 

He told me he wrote two or three Letters to me, di- 
reſted according to my Order, but heard nothing from 
me: This I indeed knew to be true, but the Letters co» 
ming to my Hand in the Time of my latter Husband, I 
could do nothing in it, and therefore choſe to give no 
Anſwer, that fo he might rather believe they had miſ- 
carried. | 

Being thus diſappointed, he ſaid, he carried on the old 
Trade ever ſince, tho' when he had gotten ſo much 
Money, be ſaid, he did not run ſuch deſperate Riſques ag 
he did before ; then he gave me ſome Account of ſeveral 
hard and deſperate Encounters which he had with Gentle- 
men on the Road, who parted too hardly with their 
Money; and ſhew'd me ſome Wounds he had receiv'd, 
and he had one or two terrible Wounds indeed, as parti- 
cula riy one by a Piſtol Bullet, which broke his Arm; and 
another with a Sword, which ran him quite thro” the 
Body, but that mifling his Vitals he was cur'd again; one 
of his Comrades having kept with him ſo faithfully, and 
ſo friendly, as that he aſſiſted him in riding near 80 Miles 
before his Arm was ſer, and then got a Surgeon in a con- 
fiderable City, remote from that Place where it was done, 
pretending they were Gentlemen travelling towards Car- 
liſe, and that they had been attack'd on the Road by 
Highway-Men, and that one of them had ſhot him into 
the Arm, and broke the Bone. W 

This, e ſaid, his Friend manag'd fo well, that they 
were not ſuſpected at all, but lay ſtill till he was per- 


his 
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bis Adventures, that it is with great Reluctance, that [ 
decline the relating them; but I conſider that this is my 
own Story, not his. ; 

I then enquir'd into the Circumſtances of his preſent 
Caſe at that time, and what it was he expected when he 
came to be try'd ; he told me that they had no Evidence 
againſt him, or but very little ; for that of three Robbe. 
ries, which they were all charg'd with, it was his good 
Fortune, that he was but in one of them, and that there 
was but one Witneſs to be had for that Fact, which was 
not ſufficient ; but that it was expected ſome others would 
come 1n againſt him ; that he thought indeed, when he 
firſt ſee me, that I had been one that came of that Errand ; 
but that if no body came in againſt him, he hop'd he 
ſhould be clear'd ; that he had had ſome intimation, that 
if he ſhould ſubmit to tranſport himſelf, he might be ad- 
mitted to it without a Tryal, but that he could not think 
ef it with any Temper, and thought he could much eaſier 
ſubmit to be hang'd. 

I blam' d him for that, and told him I blam'd him on 
two Accounts; firft, becauſe, if he was tranſported, there 
might be a hundred ways for him that was a Gentleman, 
and a bold enterprizing Man to find his Way back again, 
and perhaps ſome Ways and Means to come back before 
he went, He ſmil'd at that Part, and faid he ſhould like 
the laſt the beſt of the two, for he had a kind of Horror 
upon his Mind at Eis being ſent over to the Plantations as 
Romans ſent condemn'd Slaves to work in the Mines; that 
He thought the Paſſage into another State, Jet it be what 
it would, much more tolerable at the Gallows, and that 
this was the general Notion of all the Gentlemen, who 
were driven by the Exigence of their Fortunes to take the 
Road; that at the Place of Execution there was at lealt an 
End of all the Miſeries of the preſent State, and as for 
what was to follow, a Man was, in his Opinion, as likely 
to repent ſincerely in the laſt Fortnight os his Life under 
the Preſſures and Agonies of a Jail, and the condemn'd 
Hole, as he would ever be in the Woods and Wilderneſſes 
of America; that Servitude and hard Labour were Things 
Gentlemen could never ſtoop to, that it was but the way 
co ſor ce them to be their own Executioners * 
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which was much worſe, and that therefore he could not 
have any Patience when he did but think of being Tran- 
ſported. 

I uſed the utmoſt of my Endeavour to perſwade him, 
and join'd that known Woman's Rhetorick to it, I mean 
that of Tears: I told him the Infamy of a publick Execu- 
tion was certainly a greater Preſſure upon the Spirits of a 
Gentleman, than any of the Mortifications that he could 
meet with Abroad could be; that he had at leaſt in the 
other a Chance for his Life, whereas here he had none at 
all; that it was the eaſieſt Thing in the World for him to 
manage as he pleaſed the Captain of the Ship, who 
were, generally ſpeaking, Men of good Humour, and 
ſome Gallantry ; and a ſmall Matter of Conduct; eſpeci- 
ally if there was any Money to he had, would make way 
for him to buy himſelf off when he came to Virginia. 

He look d wiſhfully at me, and I thought I gueſs d at 
what he meant, that is to ſay, that he had no Money, 
but J was miſtaken, his Meaning was another Way; you 
hinted juſt now, my Dear ſaid he, that there might be a 
Way of coming back before I went, by which I under- 
ſtood you, that it might Je prible to buy it off here; 
had rather ' give 2001. to prevent going, than 1001. to be 
ſet at Liberty when IT came there, That is my Dear, ſaid I, 
becauſe you do not know the Place ſo well as Ido: that may 

be, faid he, and yet Thelieve as well as you know tt, yon 
would do the ſame, unleſs it is becauſe, as you told me, 
you have a Mother there. 5 

told him, as to my Mother, it was next to impoſſible, 
but that ſhe muſt be dead many Years before: and as 
for any other Relations that I might have there, I knew 
them not now: That ſince the Misfortunes I had been 
under, had reduc'd me to the Condition I had been in 
for ſome Years, I had not kept up any Correſpondence 
with them, and that he would eaſily believe I ſhould find 
but a cold Reception from them, if I ſhould be put to 
make my firſt Viſit in the Condition of a tranſported Fe- 
lon ; that therefore if I went thither, I reſolved not to ſee 
them; but that I had many Views in going there, if it 
ſhould be my Fate, which took off all the uneaſy Part of 
it; and if he found himſelf oblig'd to go alſo, I _ | 

uy 
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eaſily inſtruct him how to manage himſelf, fo as never to 
80 a Servant at all, eſpecially ſince I found he was not 
deſtitute of Money, which was the only Friend in ſuch a 

Condition. . | 

He ſmil'd, and faid, he did not tell me he had Mo- 
ney ; I took him up ſhort, and told him I hop'd he did 
not underſtand by my ſpeaking, that I ſhould expect any 
Supply from him if he had Money ; that on the other 
Hand, tho” I had not a great deal, yet I did not want, 
and while I had any I would rather add to him, than 
weaken him in that Aiticle, ſeeing whatever he had, I 
knew in the Caſe of Tranſportation he would have Occa- 
fon for it all. 

He expreſꝰd himſelfin a moſt tender manner upon that 
Head: he told me what Money he had was not a great 
deal, but that he would never hide any of it from me if ! 
wanted it; and that he afſur'd me he did not ſpeak with 
any ſuch Apprehenſions; that he was not only intent 
upon what I had hinted to him before he went; that 
here he knew what to do with himſelf, but there he 
ſhould be the molt ignorant helpleſs Wretch alive. 

I told him he frighted and terrified himſelf with that 
which had no Terror in it; that if he had Money, as [ 
was glad to hear he had, he might not only avoid the Ser- 
vitude, ſuppos'd to be the Conſequence of Tranſporta- 
tion ; but begin the World upon a new Foundation, and 
that ſuch a one as he could not fail of Succeſs in, with but 
the common Application uſual in ſuch Caſes; that he 
could not but call to Mind, that it was what I had re- 
commended to him many Years before, and had propo:'d 
it for our mutual Subfiſtence, and reſtoring our Fortunes 
in the World; and I would tell him now, that to con- 
vince him beth of the certainty of it, and of my 2 
Fully acquainted with the Method, and alſo fully ſatisfi- 
ed in the Probability of Succeſs, he ſhould firſt ſee me de- 
ver myſelf from the Neceſſities of going over at all, and 
then that I would go with him freely, and of my own 
Choice, and perhaps carry enough with me to ſatisfy him 
that I did not offer it, for want of being able to live with- 
ont Aſſiſtance from him; but that I thought our mutual 
Misfortunes had been ſuch, as were ſufficient to recon- 
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cile us both to quitting this part of the World, and living 


where no Body could upbraid us with what was paſt, or 
we be in any dread of a Priſon ; and without the Ago- 
nies of a condemn'd Hole to drive us to it, this way we 
ſhould look back on all our paſt Diſaſters with infinite Sa- 
tisfaction, when we ſhould conſider that eur Enemies 
ſhould entirely forget us, and that we ſhould live as new 
People in a new World, no Body having any thing to (ay 
to us, or we to them. 

I preſsd this Home to him with ſo many Argu- 
ments, and anſwer'd all his own paſſionate Objections ſo 
effectually, that he embrac'd me, and told me, I treated 
him with ſuch a Sincerity, and Affection as overcame 
him ; that he would take my Advice, and would ſtrive to 
ſubmit to his Fate, in hope of having the comfort of my 
Aſſiſtance, and of ſo faithful a Counſellor, and ſuch a 
Companion in his Miſery ; but ſtill he put me in mind of 
what I had mention'd before ; Namely, that there might 
be ſome way to get off, before he went, and that it 
might be poſſible to avoid going at all, which he faid 
would be much better. I told him he ſhould fee, and be 
fully fatisfy'd that I would do my utmoſt in that Part 
too, and if it did not ſucceed, yet that I would make 
good the reſt. 

We parted after this long Conference, with ſuch Tefti- 
monies of Kindnefs of Affection as I thought were E; 
qual, if not Superior to that at our parting at Dunſtable, 
and now I aw more plainly than before, the Reaſon why 
he declin'd coming at that time any farther with me to- 
ward Londen than Dunſtable; and why when we parted 
there, he told me it was not convenient for him to come 
part of the way to London to bring me going, as he would 
otherwiſe have done: I have obſerv'd that the Account 
of hisLife, would have made a much more pleaſing Hiſtory 
than this of mine; and indeed nothing in it was more 
ſtrange than this Part, (viz. ) that he had carried on that 
deſperate Trade full five and Twenty Year, and had ne- 
ver been taken, the Succeſs he had met with, had been 
ſo very uncommon, and ſuch, that ſometimes he had 
liv'd handſome and retir'd, in one Place for a Year or two 
at a time, keeping himſelf and a Man- Servant to * on 
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him, and has often iat in the Coffee-houles, and heard 
the very People who he had robb'd give Accounts of 
their being robb' d, and of the Places and Circumilances, 
ſo that he could eaſily remember it was the fame. 

In this Manner it ſeems he Jiv'd near Liverpool at the 
Time he unluckily married me for a Fortune: Had 1 
been the Fortune he expected, I verily believe, as he 
ſaid, that he would have taken up and liv'd honeſtly all 
his Days. 

He had with the reſt of his Misfortunes the good luck 
not to be actually upon the Spot when the Robbery was 
done which he was committed for; and ſo none of the 
Perſons robb'd could ſwear to him, or had any Thing to 
charge upon him ; but it ſeems as he was taken with the 
Gang, one hard-mouth'd Countryman {wore home to 
him, and they were like to have others come in according 
to the Publication they had made, ſo that they expected 
more Evidence againſt him, and for that Reaſon he was 
kept in Hold. 

However, the Offer which was made to him of ad- 
mitting him to Tranſportation, was made, as I under- 
oed, upon the Interceſſion of ſome great Perſon, who 
preſs'd him hard to accept of it before a Tryal ; and in- 
deed as he knew there were ſeveral that might come in a- 
eainſt him, I thought his Friend was in the Right, and 
J lay at him Night and Day to delay it no longer. 

At laſt, with much difficulty he gave his conſent, 
and as he was not therefore admitted to Tranſportation 
in Court, and on his Petition as I was, fo he found 
himſelf under a difficulty to avoid embarking himſelf, as 
I had faid he might have done; his great Friend, who 
was his Interceſſor for the Favour of that Grant, having 
given ſecurity tor him that he ſhould Tranſport himlel!, 
and not return within the term. 

This Hardſhip broke all my Meaſures, for the Steps 
J took afterwards for my own Deliverance, were hereby 
rendered wholly ineffectual, unleſs I would abandon him 
and leave him to go to America by himſelf; than which 
he proteſted he would much rather venture, altho' he 
was certain to go directly to the Gallows, "RP 
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T muſt now return to my own Caſe, the Time of my 
being Tranſported according to my Sentence was near at 
Hand ; my Governeſs, who continued my faſt Friend, 
had try'd to obtain a Pardon, but it could not be done 
unleſs with an Expence too heavy for my Purſe, confi- 
dering that to be left naked and empty, unleſs J had re- 
ſolved to return to my old Trade again, had been worſe 
than my Tranſportation, becauſe there I knew I could 
hve, here I could not. The good Miniliter ſtood very 
hard on another Account to prevent my being Trank 
ported alſo ; but he was anſwer'd, that indeed my Life 
had been given me at his firſt Solicitations, and therefore 
he ought to aſk no more; he was ſenſibly griev'd at my 
going; becauſe, as he ſaid, he fear'd 1 ſhould loſe the 
good impreſſions, which a Proſpect of Death had at firſt 
made on me, and which were ſince increaſed by his In- 
ſtructions, and the pious Gentleman was exceedingly 
concern'd about me on that Account. 

Oa the other hand, I really was not ſo ſolicitous about 
it, as [ was before, but I induſtrioufly concealed my Rea- 
ſons for it from the Miniſter, and to the laſt he did not 
nov, but that I went with the utmoſt Reluctance and 
Aff iction. | 

It was in the Month of February that I was with fe+ 
ven other Convicts, as they call'd us, delivered to a Mer- 
chant tha: Traded to Virginia, on board a Ship, riding, 
as they call'd it, in Deptford Reach: The Officer of the 
Priſon delivered us on board, and the Maſter of the Veſe 
ſel gave a Diſcharge for us. 

We were for that Night clapt under Hatches, and 
kept ſo cloſe, that I thought I ſhould have been ſuffocated 
ſor Want of Air, and the next Morning the Ship weigh'd, 
and fell down the River to a Place they call Bug, Hole, 
which was done, as they told us, by the Agreement of 
the Merchant, that all Opportunity of Eſeape ſhould be 
taken from us: However when the Ship came thither, 
and caſt Anchor, we were allow'd more Liberty than 
the other Criminals, and particularly were permitted ta 
come upon the Deck, but not upon the Quarter-Deck 
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that being kept particularly for the Captain, and for Paſ- 
lengers. 

When by the Noiſe of the Men over my Head, and 
the Motion cf the Ship, J perceived that they were un- 
der Sail, 1 was at firſt greatly ſurprized, fearing we ſhould 
g0 away directly, and that our Friends would not be ad- 
mitted to {ee us any more; but 1 was eaſy ſoon after, 
when I found they had come to an Anchor again, and 
ſoon after that we had Notice given by ſome of the Men 
where we were, that the next Morning we ſhould have 
the Liberty to come upon Deck, and to have our Friends 
come and ſee us if we had any. 

All that Night I lay upon the hard Boards of the Deck 
as the other Priſoners did, but we had afterwards the li- 
berty of little Cabins for fuch of us as had any Bedding 
to lay in them; and room to ſtow any Box or Trunk for 
Clothes, and Linnen, if we had it, (which might well be 
put in) for ſome of them had neither Shirt or Shift, or a 
Rag of Linnen or Woollen, but what was on their 
Backs, or a Farthing of Money to help themlelves; and 
yet 1 did not find but they far'd well enough in the Ship, 
eſpecially the Women, who got Money of the Seamen 


for waſhing their Clothes, ſufficient to purchaſe any thing 


they wanted, 

When the next Morning we had the Liberty to come 
upon the Deck, I aſd one of the Officers of the Ship, 
whether I might not have the Liberty to ſend a Letter on 
Shore, to let my Friends know where the Ship lay, and 
to get ſome neceſſary Things ſent to me. This was it 
ſeems the Boatſwain, a very civil courteous Sort of Man, 
who told me I ſhould have that, or any other Liberty 
that I deſired, that he could allow me with Safety; I 
told him I defired no other, and he anſwer'd that the 
Ship's Boat would go up to London the next Tide, and he 
would order my Letter to be carried. 

Accordingly when the Boat went off, the Boatſwain 
came to me, and told me the Boat was going off, and 
that he went in it himſelf, and aſk'd me if my Letter 
was ready, he would take Care of it: I had prepared my 


ſelf you may be ſure with Pen, Ink and Paper 1 
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hand, and I had gotten a Letter ready directed to my Go- 
verneſs, and incloſed ano her for my Fellow Priſoner, 
which however 1 did not let her know was my Huſband, 
not to the laſt ; in that to my Governeſ, I let her know 
where the Ship lay, and pret,'d her earneſtly to ſend me 
what Things I knew ſhe had got ready for me, for my 
Voyage. 

When I gave the Boatſwain the Letter, I gave him 4 
Shilling with it, which [ told him was for the Charge 
of a Meſſenger or Porter, which I entreated him to fond 
with the Letter, as ſoon as he came on Shore, that if po“ 
ſible I might have an Anſwer brought back by the ſame 
Hand, that I might know what was become of my things, 
for Sir, ſays J. if they ſhould go away before I have them 
on Board I am undone. 

I took care when I gave him the Shilling, to let him 
ſee that I had a little better Furniture about me, than the 
ordinary Priſoners, for he ſaw that I had a Purſe, and in 
it a pretty deal of Money, and I found that the very 
ſight of it immediately furniſh'd me with very different 
Treatment from what I ſhould otherwiſe have met with 
in the Ship; for tho' he was Courteous indeed before, in 
a kind of natural Compaſſion to me, as a Woman in 
diſtreſs; yet he was more than ordinarily ſo, afterwards, 
and procur'd me to be better treated in the Ship, than, 
I ſay, I might otherwiſe have been as ſhall appear in its 
Place. 

He very honeſtly had my Letter deliverd to my Go- 
verneſs own Hand, and brought me back an Anſwer 
from her in writing; and when he gave me the Anſwer, 
gave me the Shilling again, ere iays he, there's your 
Shilling again too, for I deliver'd the Letter my (elf; I 
could not tell what to fay, I was ſo ſurpriꝰd at the thing; 
but after ſome Pauſe, 7 ſaid, Sir you are ton kind, it had 
_ but realonable that you had paid yourſelf Coach hire 
then, 


No, no, ſays he, 1 am over paid: What is the Gen- 


tlewoman your Siſter ? 
No, Sir, /aid J, ſhe is no Relation to me but ſhe is a 
dear Friend, and all the Friends I have in the World : 
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well ſays he, there are few ſuch Friends in the World: 
Why ſhe cryes after you like a Child, Ay, /ays I again, 
ſe would give a Hundred Pound, I believe, to deliver 
me from this dreadful condition ] am in. 

Would ſheſo? ſays he, for half the Money | believe, | 
cou'd put you in a way how to deliver yourſelf, but this 

ne ſpoke ſofily that no body cou'd hear. 
Alas! Sir, /aid J, but then that muſt be ſuch a Deli- 
verance as if | ſhould be taken again, would cot me my 
Lite; Nay, aid he. if you were once out of the Ship 
you mult look to yourſelf afterwards, that I can ſay no- 
thing to; ſo we drop'd the Diſcourſe for that time. 

In the mean time my Governeß faithful to the laſt Mo- 
ment, convey'd my Letter to the Priſon to my Huſband, 
and got an Anſwer to it, and the next Day came down 
herſelf to the Ship, bringing me in the firſt place a Sea-Berd 
as they call it, and all its Furniture, ſuch as was conveni— 
ent, but not to let the People think it was extraordinary; 
ſhe brought with her a Sea-Cheſt, that is a Cheſt, ſuch as 
are made for Seamen with all the Conveniencies in it, and 
rINd with every thing almoſt that I could want, and in 
one of the corners of the Cheſt, where there was a pri va e 
Drawer was my Bank of Money, that is to ſay, ſo much 
of it as J had reſolv'd to carry with me; for I order'd a 
part of my Stcek to be left behind me, to be ſent af.er- 
wards in ſuch Goods as I ſhould want when I came to {et- 


tle: for Money in that Country is not of ſo much uſe 


where all things are bought for Tobacco, much more is 
it a great loſs to carry it from Hence, 

But my Caſe was particular; it was by no Means pro- 
per to me to go thither without Money or Goods, and 
for a poor. Convict that wa; to be {old as ſoon as I came 
on Shore, to carry with me a Cargo of Goods would be 
to have Notice taken of it, and perhaps to have them 
teiz'd by the pnblick; ſo I took part of my Stock with 
me ihus, and leſt the other part with my Governels, 

My Governeſs brought me a great many other things, 
but it was not Proper for me to look too well provided in 
the Ship, at leaſt, till I knew what kind of a Captain 
we ſhould have. When fhe came into the Ship, I 


thought 
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thought ſhe would have died indeed; her Heart ſunk at 
the Sight of me, and at the Thoughts of parting with 
me in that Condition, and ſhe cry'd ſo intolerably, I cou'd 


not for a long Time have any Talk With her. 


I took that time to read my fellow Priſoners Letter, 
which greatly perplex'd me; he told me he was deter- 
mined to go, but found it would be impoſſible for him to 
be diſcharged Time enough for going in the ſame Ship, 
and which was more than all, he began to queſtion whe- 
ther they would give him Leave to go in what Ship he 
pleaſed, tho he did voluntarily tranſport himſelf ; bu: 
that they would fee him put on board ſuch a Ship as 
they ſhould direct, and that he would be charg'd upon 


the Captain as other Convict Priſoners were; ſo that he 


began to he in Deſpair of ſeeing me till he came to Fi- 
ginia, which made him almoſt deſperate, ſeeing that on 
the other Hand, if I ſhould not be there, if any Acct- 
dent of the Sea, or of Mortality ſhould take me away, 
he ſhould be the moſt undone Creature there in the 
World. 

This was very perplexing, and I knew not what Courſe 
to take; I told my Governels the Story of the Bnatlwain, 
and ſhe was mighty eager with me to treat with him; but 
I had no mind to it, till 1 heard whether my Husband, 
or fellow Priſoner, / ſhe call'd him, could be at Liberty to 
go with me or no; at laſt I was forced to let her into the 
whole matter, except only that of his being my Husband ; 
I told her 1 had made a poſitive Bargain or Agreement 
with him to go, if he could get the Liberty of going in the 
ſame Ship, and that I found he had Money. 

Then I read a long Lecture to her of what I propoſed 
to do when he came there, how he could Plant, Settle, and 
in ſhort, grow rich without any more Adventures, and as 
a great Secret, I told her that we were to marry as ſoon 
as he came on board. | 

She ſoon agreed chearfally to my going, when ſhe 
heard this, and ſhe made it her Buſineſs from that Time 
to get him ou of the Priſon in Time, fo that he might 
go in the lame Ship with me, which at laſt was brought 


to paſs though with great Difficulty, and not without all 
Ce 3 the 
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the Forms of a Tranſported Priſoner Convict, which he 
really was not yet, for he had not been try'd, and which 
was a great Mortifi cation to him. As our Fate was now 
determined, and we were both on Boatd, actually bound 
to Virginia, in the deſpicable Quality of Tranſported Con + 
vis deſtined to be ſold for Slaves, I for five Years, aud 
he under Bonds and Security not to return to Exgland any 
more, as long as ever he lived ; he was very much ceject- 
ed and caſt down; the Mortification of being brought on 
Board, as he was like a Priſener, piqued him very much, 
ſince it was told him he ſhould tranſport himſelf, and ſo 
that he might go as a Gentleman at Liberty, It is true he 
was not ordered to be fold when he came there, as we 
were, and for that Reaſon he was obliged to pay for his 
Paſſage to the Captain, whith we were not; as to the reſt 
he was as much at a Loſs as a Child, what do with him- 
ſelf, or with what he had, but by Directions. 

Our firit Buſineſs was to compare onr Stock. He was 
very honeſt to me, and teld me his Stock was pretty good 
when he came into the Priſon, but he living there as he 
did in a Figure like a Gentleman, and which was ten times 
4 much, the making of Friends, and ſoliciting his Caſe, 

kad been very expenſive ; and in a Word, all his Stock 
that he had left was an Hundred and Eight Pounds, 
which he had about him all in Gold. | 

I gave him an Account of my Stock as faithfully, that 
is to fay'of what I had taken to carry with me, for I was 
refolved whatever ſhould happen, to keep what I had 
leſt with my Governeſs in Reſerve; that in Caſe J 
ſhould die, what I had with me was enough to give him, 
and that which was left in my. Governels Hand would 
be her own, which ſhe had well deſerv'd of me indeed. 
My Stock which I had with me was two Hundred 
forty-fix Pounds, foine odd Shillings; ſo that we had 
three Hundred and fifty four Pounds between us, but a 
worle gotten Eſtate was ſcarce ever put together to begin 
the World with. | 

Our greateſt Misfortune as to bur Stock, was, that it 
was all in Money, which every one knows is an unproſi- 
table Cargo to be carry'd to the Plantations : WO 

is 
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his was really all he had in the World, as he told me it 
was; but I who had between ſeven and eight hundred 
Pounds in Bank when this Difaſter befſel me, and who 
had one of the faithfulleſt Friends in the World to manage 
it for me, conſidering ſhe was a Woman of no Manner 
of Religious Principles, had ſtill three hundred Pounds 
left in her Hands, which I reſerv'd, as above, belides 
ſome very valuable things, as particularly two gold Waich- 
es, ſome {mall Peices of Plate, and fome Rings; all ſtolen 
Goods; the Plate, and ſome Rings and Watches were 
put up in my Cheſt with the Money, and with this For- 
rune, and in the Sixty firſt Year of my Age, I launch'd 
out into a new World, as I may call it in the Condition 
(as to what appear d) only of a poor naked Convict, order'd 
to be Tranſported in reſpite from the Gallows, my Cloaths 
were poor and mean, but not ragged or dirty, and none 
knew in the whole Ship that I had any thing of Value a- 
bout me. | 

However, as I had a great many very good Clothes 
and Linnen in Abundance, which 1 had order'd to be 
pack'd up in two great Boxes, I had them ſhipp'd on 
Board, not as my Goods, but as conſign'd to my real 
Name in Virginia, and had the Bills of Loading fign'd by 
a Captain in my Pocket; and in theſe Boxes was my 
Plate and Watches, and every Thing of Value ex- 
cept my Money, which I kept by itſelf in a private 
Drawer in my Cheſt, which cou'd not be found, or o- 
pen'd if found without ſplitting the Cheſt to peices, 

In this Condition I lay for three Weeks in the Ship, 
not knewing whether I ſhould have my Huſband witty 
me or no; and therefore not reſolving how, or in what 
manner to receive the honeſt Boatſwain's propoſal, which 
indeed he thought a little ſtrange at firſt. 

At the End of thie time, behold my Huſband came 
on Board; he look'd with a dejected angry Countenance, 
His great Heart was ſwell'd with Rage and Disdain 3 to 
be drag'd along with three Keepers of Newgate, and pur 
on Board like a Convict, when he had not ſo much as 
been brought to a Tryal; he made loud complaints of it, 
by his Friends, for it ſeems he had got ſome Intereſts, 
but his Friends got ſome Checque in their Application, 


and 
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and were told he had had Favour enough, and that they 
had receiv'd ſuch an Account of him ſince the laſt Grant 
of his Tranſportation, that he ought to think himſelf very 
well treated that he was not proſecuted a new. This an- 
{wer quie ted him at once, for he knew too much what 
might have happen'd, and what he had room to expect; 
and now he {aw the goodneſs of the Advice to him, 
which prevail'd with him to aceept of the offer of a volun- 
tary Tranſportation, and after his chagrine at theſe Hell 
Hounds, as he calPd them, was a little over; he look'd a 
little compos d, began to be chearful, and as I was telling 
im how glad I was to have him once more out of their 
Hands, took me in his Arms, and acknowledg'd with 
great Tenderneſs, that I had given him the belt Advice 
poſſible, My Dear, ſays he, Thouhaft twice ſav'd my Lift, 
From hence forward it ſhall be all employ'd for you, and al- 
ways will take your Advice. 
The Ship began now to fill, ſeveral Paſſengers came on 
Board, who embark'd on no Criminal account, and theſe 
had Accommodations aſſign'd them in the great Cabbin, 
and other Parts of the Ship, whereas we as Convifs were 
thruſt down below, I knew not where; but when my 
- Huſband came on Board, I poke to the Boatſwain, who 
had ſo early given me hints of his Friendfhip in carrying 
my Letter: I told him he had befriended me in many 
things, and I had not made any ſuitable Return to him, 
and with that I put a Guinea into his Hands; I told him 
that my Huſband was now come on Board, that tho' we 
were both under the preſent Mistortunes, yet we had 
been Perſons of a differing Character from the wretched 
Crew that we came with, and defir'd to know of him, 
whether the Captain might not be mov'd, to admit us to 
ſome Conveniences in the Ship, for which we would 
make him what Satisſact ion he pleas'd, and that we would 
gratifie him for his pains in procuring this for us. He 
took the Guinea as I could ſee with great Satisfaction, and 
aſſur'd me ot his Aſſiſtance. | 
Then he told us, he did not doubt but that the Captain, 
who was one of the beſt kumour'd Gentlemen in the 
World, would be eaſily brought to Accomodate us, — 
1 
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well as we cou'd deſire, and to make me eaſy, told me 
he would go up next Tide on purpoſe to ſpeak to the Cap- 
tain about it, The next Morning happening to ſleep a 
li.cle longer than ordinary, when I got up, and began to 
look Abroad, I ſaw the Boatſwain among the Men in his 
ordinary Buſineſs; I was a little melancholly at ſeeing 
him there, and going forwards to ſpeak to him, he law 
me, and came towards me, but not giving him time to 
ſpeak firſt, J ſaid ſmilling, 1 ut, Sir, joa have forgot us, 
I ſee you are very buſy, he return'd preſently, come along 
with me, and you ſhall fee, ſo he took me into the great 
Cabbin, and there lat a good fort of a-Gentlemanly Man 
for a Seaman writing, and with a great many Papers be- 
tore him. 

Here fays the Boatſwain to him that was a writing, is 
the Gentlewoman that the Cap:ain ſpoke to you of, and 
turning to me, he ſaid, I have been ſo far from forget- 
ing your Buſineſe, that I have been up at the Captain's 
Houte, and have repreſented faithfully to the Captain, 
what you ſaid, relating to your being furniſhed with bet- 
ter Conveniences for your ſelf, and your Huſband; and 
the Captain has ſent this Gentleman, who is Mate of the 
Ship down with me, on purpoleto ſhow you every thing, 
and to Accommodate you fully to your content, and bid 
me aſſure you that you ſhall not be treated like what you 
were at firlt expected to be, but with the ſame reſpeR as 
other Paſſengers are treated. | 

The Mate then ſpoke to me, and not giving me time 
to thank the Boatſwain for his kindneſs confirm'd what 
the Boatſwain had ſaid, and added that it was the Cap- 
tain's delight to ſhow himſelf Kind, and Charitable, eſ- 

ecially, to thote that were under any Misfortunes, and 
with that he ſhew'd me ſeveral Cabbins built up, ſome 
in the Great Cabbin, and ſome partition'd off, out of 
the Steerage, but opening in the Great Cabbin on pur- 
pofe ſor the Accommodation of Paſſengers, and gave me 
leave to choſe where 1 would ; however I choſe a Cabbin, 
which open'd into the Steerage, in which was very good 
Con venienc ies to ſet our Cheſt, and Boxes, and a Table 
do Cat on. | 


They 
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The Mate then told me, that the Boatſwain had given 
ſo good a Character of me, and of my Huſband, as to 
dur civil Behaviour, that he had orders to tell me, we 
ſhould eat with him, if we thought fit, during the whole 
Voyage on the common Term, of Paſſengers ; that we 
might lay in ſome freſh Provifions, it-we pleas'd ; or if 
not, he ſhould Jay in his utual Store, and we ſhould have 
Share with him: This was very reviving News to me, 
after ſo many Hardſhips, and Afflictions as I had gone 
thro of late; I thank'd him, and told him, the Captain 
ſhould make his own Terms with us, and a{k'd him leave 
to go and tell my Huſband of it who was not very well, 
and was not out of his Cabbin: Accordingly I went, and 
my Huſband whoſe Spirits were ſtill ſo much ſunk with 
the (Indignity as he underſtood it) offer'd him, that he 
was ſcarce yet himſelf, was ſo reviv'd with the Account 
J gave him of the Reception we were like to have in the 
Ship, that he was qui e another Man, and new vigour 
and Courage appear'd in his very Countenance ; ſo true is 
it, that the greateſt of Spirits when overwhelm'd by 
their Afflictions, are ſubje& to the greateſt Dejections, 
and are the molt apt to Deſpair and give themſelves up. 

After ſome little pauſe to recover himſelf my Huſband 
come up with me, and gave the Mate thanks for the kind- 
neſs, which he had expreſfd to us, and ſent acknowledg- 
ments by him to the Captain, offering to pay him by Ad- 

vance, whatever he demanded for our Paſſage, and for 
the Conveniences he had help'd us to; the Mate told 
him, that the Captain would be on Board in the After 
noon, and he would leave all that till he came; accor- 
dingly in the Afternoon the Captain came, and we found 
him the ſame courteous obliging Man, that the Boatſwain 
had reprefented him to be; and he was ſo well pleas'd 
with my Hufband*> converſation, that in ſhort, he would 
not let us keep the Cabbin we had choſen, but gave us 
one, that as I ſaid before, open'd into the great Cabbin. 
Nor were his condicions exorbitant, or the Man crav- 
ing and eager to make a prey of us, but for fifteen Gui- 
meas we had our whole Paſſage and Proviſions and Cab- 
bin, eat at the Captain's Table, and were very hand- 
ſomely Entertain'd. 
The 
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The Captain lay himſelf in the other part of 
the Great Cabbin, having let his round Houſe, as they 
call it, to a rich Planter, who went over, with his 
Wiſe, and three Children, who eat by themſelves ; 
he had ſome other ordinary Paſſengers, who Quarter'd 
in the Steerage, and as for our old Fraternity, they were 
kept under the Hatches while the Ship Jay there, and 
came very lititz on the Deck. 

I cou'd not refrain acquainting my Governeſs with 
what had happened, it was but juſt that ſhe, who 
was ſo really concern'd for me, ſhould have part in m 
good Fortune; beſides I wanted her Aſſiſtance to ſupply 
me with ſeveral Neceſſaries, which before I was ſhy 
of letting any body ſee me have; that it might not be pub- 
lick, but now I had a Cabbin and room to ſet things in; 
] order'd abundance of good things for our Comfort in 
the Voyage, as Brandy, Sugar, Lemons, &r. to make 
Punch, and treat our Benefactor, the Captain; and a- 
bundance oſ things for eating and drinking in the Voy- 
age; alſo a larger Bed, and Bedding proportion'd to it; 
ſo that in a Word, we reſolv'd to want for nothing in 
the Voyage. 

All this while I had provided nothing ſor our Aſſiſtance, 
when we ſhould come to the Place, and begin to call 
ourſelves Plantees; and I was far from being ignorant of 
what was needful on tha: Occalion ; martinis all ſorts 
of Tools for the Planters-Work, and for Building; and all 
kind of Furniture for our Dwelling, which if to be bought 
wes; Country, muſt neceflarily coſt there double the 

rice. 

So I diſcours'd that Point with my Geverneſs, and 
ſhe went and waited upon the Captain, and told him, 
that ſhe hop'd ways might be found out, for her two un- 
fortunate Coufins, as ſbe cal”d us, to obtain our Freedom 
when we came into the Country, and fo enter'd into a 
Diſcourſe with him about the Means and Terms alſo of 
which I ſhall ſay more in its place; and after thus ſound- 
ing the Captain, ſhe let him know, the' we were unhap- 
py in the Circumſtance that occaſion'd our going, yet 


that we were not unfurniſh'd to ſet our ſelves to Work in 
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the Country; and were reſolv'd to ſettle, and live there 
as Planters, if we might be put in a way how to do it: 
The Captain readily offer'd his Aſſiſtance, told her the 
Method of entering upon ſuch Buſineſs, and how eaſy, 
nay, how certain it was for induſtrious People to recover 
their Forrunes in ſuch a manner; Madam, /ays he, tis no 
Reproach to any Man in that Country to have been ſent 
over in worſe CircumRances than I perceive your Coufins 
are in, provided they do but apply with d:ligence and 
good Judgment to the Buſineſs of that Place when they 
come there. | 

She then enquir'd of him what things it was Neceſſary 

we ſhould carry over with us, and he like a very honeſt 
as well as knowing Man, told her thus: Madam, your 
Couſins in rhe firſt place muſt procure ſome Body to buy 
them as Servants, in Conformity to the Conditions of their 
Tranſportation, and then in the Name of that Perſon, 
they may go about what they will; they may either 
Purchaſe ſome Plantations already begun, or they may 
purchaſe Land of the Government of the Country, and 
begin where they pleaſe, and both will be done reaſona- 
bly ; ſhe beſpoke his Favour in the firſt Article, which 
he promis d to her to take upon himſelf; and indeed 
faithfully perſorm'd it, and as to the reſt, he promis'd to 
recommend us to ſuch as ſhould give us the beſt Advice, 
and not to impoſe upon us, Which was as much as could 
be deſir'd. 

She then ask'd him, if it would not be Necaſſary to 
furniſh us with a Stock of Tools and Materials for the 
Buſineſs of Planting, and he ſaid, ves, by all means, and 
then ſhe begg'd his Aſſiſtance in it; ſhe told him ſhe 
would furniſh us with every thing that was Convenient 
wha tever it coſt her; he accordingly gave her a long 
pas of things Neceſſary for a Planter, which by 

is Account came to about fourſcore or a Hundred 
Pounds; and in ſhort, ſhe went about about as dexterouſſy 
to buy them, as if ſhe had been an old Virginia Mer- 
chant; only that ſhe bought by my Direction above 
twice as much of every thing as he had given her 4 
Liſt of. 

= Theſe 
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Theſe ſhe put on board in her own Name, took 
his Bills of Loading for them, and indorſt thoſe Bills 
of Loading to my Husband, enſuring the Cargo 


afterwards in her own Name, by our Order; ſo that 


we were provided for all Events, and for all Diſaſters, 

[ ſhould have told you that my Husband gave her 
all his whole Stock of 180 /. which as I have ſaid, he 
had about him in Gold, to lay out thus, and I gave 
her a good Sum beſides ; ſo that I did not break into 
the Stock, which I had left in her Hands at all, but 
after we had ſorted out our whole Cargo, we had 
yet near 290 /, in Money, which was more than 
enough for our Purpoſe. 

In this Condition very chearful, and indeed joyful 
at being ſo happily accommodated as we were; we let 
{ail from Bughh's- Hole to Graveſend, where the Ship lay 
about ten Days more, and where the Captain came 
on Board for good and all. Here the Captain cffer'd 
us a Civility, which indeed we had no Reaſon to 


expect; Nam-ly, to let us go on Shore, and refreſh 


ourſelves, upon giving our Words in a ſolemn Man- 
ner, that we would not go from him, and that we 
would return peaceably on board again; This was 
lach an Evidence of his Confidence in us, that it o- 
vercame my Husband, who in a meer Principle of 
Gratitude, told him as he could not be in any Capa- 
city to make a ſuitable Return for ſuch a Favour, ſo 
tic could not think of accepting of it; nor could he 
Le eaſy that the Captain ſhould run ſuch a Riſque; 
atter ſome mutual Civilities, I gave my Hu. band a 
Purſe, in which was $9 Guineas, and he put. it into 
the Captain's Hand; There, Ciptain, ſays he, 
there's Part of a Pledge for our Fidelity, if we deal 
diſhoneſtly with you on any Account, 'tis your oven, 
and on this we went on Shore. 

Indeed the Captain had Aſſurance encugh of our 
Reſolutions to go, for that having made ſuch Provi- 
on to ſettle there, it did not ſeem rational that we 
vould chuſe to remain here at the Expence and Peril 
of Life, for ſuch it muſt have been, if we had been 
ken again, Ina Word, we wen: all on Shore with 
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the Captain, and ſupp'd together in Grawe/erd ; 
where we were very merry, ſtaid all Night, lay at 
the Houſe where we Supp'd, and came all very honeſt- 
ly on Board again with him in the Morning. - Here 
we bought ten dozen Bottles of good Beer, ſome 
Wine, ſome Fowls, and ſuch things as we thought 
might be acceptable on Board. 

My Governeſs was with us all this while, and 
went with us round into the Downs, as did alſo the 
Captain's Wife with whom ſhe went back. I was 
neyer ſo ſorrowful as I was at parting with her, and 
I never ſaw her more: We had a fair /Eaſtcrily Wind 
iprung up the third Day after we came to the Doron, 
and we ſail'd from thence the roth of April; nor did 
we touch any more at any Place, till being driven on 
the Coaſt of ireland by a very hard Gale of Wind, 
the Ship came to an Anchor in a little Bay, near the 
the Mouth of a River, whoſe Name I remember not, 
but they ſaid the River came down from Limerick, and 
that it was the largeſt River in Jreland. 

Here being detain'd by bad Weather for ſome 
time, the Captain who continu'd the ſame kind good 
humour'd Man as at firſt, took us two on Shore with 
him again: He did it now in kindneſs to my 
Husband indeed, who bore the Sea very ill, and was 
very Sick, eſpecially when it blew ſo hard : Here we 
bought in again, ſtore of freſh Proviſions, eſpecially 
Reef, Pork, Mutton and Fowls, and the Captain 
ſtay'd to Pickle up five or fix Barrels of Beef to leng. 
then out the Ships Store. We were here not above 
five Days, when the Weather turning mild, and a 
fair Wind ; we ſet Sail again, and in two ard Forty 
Days came ſafe to the Coaſt of Virginia. 

When we drew near to the Shore, the Captain 
call'd me to him, and told me that he found by my 
Diſcourſe, I had {ome Relations in the Place, and 
that I had been there before, and ſo he ſuppoſs'd I 
underſtood the Cuſtom, in their diſpoling the convit 
Priſoners when they arriv'd ; I told him I did not, 
and that as to what Relations I had in the Place, he 
might be ſure J would make myſelf known to none 
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of them while I was in the Circumſtances of a Pri- 
ſoner, and that as to the reſt, we left ourſelves entirely 
to him to aſſiſt us, as he was pleas'd to promiſe us he 
wou'd do, He told me I mult get ſome Body in the 
Place to come and buy us as Servants, and who muſt 
anſwer for us to the Governor of the Country, if he 
demanded us ; I told him we ſhould do as he ſhould 
direct; ſo he brought a Planter to treat with him, as 
it weie for the Purchaſe of theſe two Servants, my 
Husband and me, and there we were formally ſold to 
him, and went a Shore with him : The Captain 
went with us, and carried us to a certain Houſe ; whe- 
ther it was to be call'd a Tavern or not, I know not, 
but we had a Bowl of Punch there made of Rum, 
Sc. and were very Merry. After ſome time the 
Planter gave us a Certificate of Diſcharge, and an Ac- 
knowledgement of having ſerv'd him faithſully, and 
we were free from him the next Morning, to go whi- 
ther we would. 

For this Piece of Service the Captain demanded of 
us 6000 Weight of Tobacgo, which he ſaid he was 
accountable for to his Freighter, and which we im- 
mediately bought for him, and made him a Preſent 
of 20 Guineas beſides, with which he was abun- 
dantly fſatizfy'd. 

It is not proper to enter here into the Particulars 
of what Part of the Colony of Virginia we Settled 
in, for divers Reaſons ; it may ſuffice to mention that 
we went into the great River of Potomack, the Ship 
being bound thither ; and there we intended to have 
Settled at firſt, tho' afterwards we altered our 
Minds. 

The firſt thing I did of Moment aſter having got- 
ten all our Goods on Shore, and plac'd them in a 
Storehouſe, or Warehouſe, which with a Lodging 
we hir'd at the ſmall Place or Village, where we 
landed; I fay the firit thing was to eaquire after my 
Mother, and after my Brother, (that fatal Perſon who 
I married as a Husband, as I have related at large ; a 
little Enquiry furniſh'd me with Inform: tion that 
Mrs., that is my Mother, was Dead; that 
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my Brother or (Husband) was alive, which I conſeſs 
1 was not very glad to hear; but which was worſe, 
I found he was remov'd from the Plantation where 
he liv'd formerly, and where I liv'd with him, and 
liv'd with one of his Sons in a Plantation juſt by the 
Place where we Landed, and where we had hir'd a 
Warehouſe. 

I was a little ſurpriz'd at firſt, but as I ventured, 
to ſatisfy myſelf, that he could not know me, I was 
not only perſectly eaſy, but had a great mind to ſee 
him, if it was poſſible to do ſo without his ſeeing me; 
in order to that J found out by enquiry a Plantation, 
where he liv'd, and with a Woman of that Place, who 
T got to help me, like what we call a Chairwoman, I 
rambl'd about towards the Place, as if I had only a 
mind to ſee the Country, and look about me; at laſt I 
came ſo near that I ſaw the Dwelling-houſe : TA d 
the Woman whoſe Plantation that was, e ſaid, it 
belong'd to ſuch a Man, and looking our a little to 
bur right Hands, there ſays ſhe, is the Gentleman that 
owns the Plantation, and his Father with him: 
What are their Chriſtian Names? ſaid I. I know 
not aid ſhe, what the old Gentlemans Name is, but 
his Sons Name is Humphry, and I believe, /ays ſhe, 
the Fathers i, ſo too. Ycu may grieſs, if you can, 
what a confus'd mixture of Joy and Fright poſſeſt my 
Thoughts upon this Occaſion, for I immediately 
knew that this was no Body ele, but my own Son, 
by that Father ſhe ſhewed me, who was my own 
Brother: I had no Ma:k, but I ruffled my Hcods ſo 
about my Face, that I depended upon it, that after 
above 20 Years Alſence, and withal not expecting 
any thing of nie in that part of the World, he Would 
not be able to know any thing cf me; bur I need not 
have us'd all that Caution, for the old Gentleman 
was grown dim Signted, by ſome Diſtemper, which 
had fallen upon his Eyes, and could but juit fee well 
enough to walk about, and not run againit a Tree, or 
into a Ditch. {he Woman that was with me, lad 
told me that, by a meer Accident, knowing nothing 
of what importance it was to me: As they drew near 
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to us, J/aid, does he know your Mrs. Omen? fo they 
call'd the Woman, yes, ſaid jhe, if he hears me ſpeak, 
he will know me; but he can't ſee well enough to 
know me, or any Body elſe ; and fo ſhe told me the 
Story of his Sight, as I have related: Thi made me 
ſecure, and fo I threw open my Hood; again, and let 
them paſs by me : It was a wretched thing for a 
Mother thus to ſee her own Son, a handſome comely 
young Gentleman in flouriſhing Circumſtances, and 
durſt not make herſelf known to him; and durſt net 
take any notice of him; let any Mother of Children 
tat reads this, conſider it, and but think with what 
anguiſh of Mind I reſtrain'd myſelf ; what yearnings 
of Soul I had in me to embrace him, and weep over 
him; and how I thought all my Entrails tuin'd, 
within me, that my very Bowels mov'd, and I knew 
not what to do; as I now know not how to e.preſs 
thuſe Agonies: When he went from me I ſtood g zing 
and trembling, and looking after him as long as I 
could fee him; then fitting down on the Graf, juit at 
a Place I had mark'd, I made as it I Jay down to reſt 
me, but turn'd from her, and lying on my Face, wept, 
and kiſs'd the Ground that he had ſet his Foot 
on. | | 
I Cou'd not conceal my Diſorder ſo much from the 
Woman, but that ſhe perceiv'd it, and thought I was 
not well, which I was oblig'd to pretend was true; 
upon which ſhe preſs'd me to riſe, the Ground being 
damp and dangerous, which I did according'y, and 
walk'd away, 

As I was gcing back again, and fti'lTalking of this 
Gertleman, and his Son, anew Occaſion ou mclan— 
choly offer'd itſelf thus : The Woman beg.n, as if 
ſhe would tell me a Story to divert me; there goes, 
ſay ſhe, a very odd Tale among the Neighbours where 
this Gentleman formerly liv'sd: What was that, % 
I? why, ſays ſhe, that old Gentleman going to Eng- 
lund, when he was a young Man, fell in Love with a 
young Lady there, one of the fine! Women that ever 
was ſeen, and Married her, and brouglit her over hither 
to his Mother, who was then living. He liv'd here 
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leveral Years with her, continu'd foe, and had ſeveral 
Children by her, of which the young Gentleman that 
was with him now, was one, but after ſome time, the 
old Gentlewoman his Mother talking to her, of 
ſomething relating to herſelf, when ſhe was in Eng/and, 
and of her Circumſtances in Eng/and, which were bad 
enough; the Davghter-in-Law, began to be very 
much ſarpriz'd, and uneaſy, and in ſhort, examining 
further into things it appear'd paſt all Contradiction, 
that ſhe the old Gentlewoman was her own Mother, 
and that conſequently, that Son was his Wives own 
Brother, which ſtruck the whole Family with Horror, 
and put them into ſuch Confuſion, that it had almoſt 
ruin'd them all ; the young Woman would not live 
with him, the Son, her Bfather and Husbard, for a 
time went Diſtradted, and at laſt, the young Woman 
om away for L:g/and, and has never been heard of 
ince, 
It is eaſy to believe that I was ſtrangely affected 
with this Story; but 'tis impoſſible to deſcribe the 
Nature of my Diſturbance : I ſeem'd aſtoniſn'd at the 
Story, and ask'd her a Thouſand Queſtions about the 
particulars, which I found ſhe was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with; at laſt I began to enquue into the 
Circumſtances of the Family, how the old Gentle. 
women, I mean, my Mother died, and how ſhe left 
What ſhe had; for my Mother had promis'd me very 
ſolemnly, that when ſhe died, ſhe would do ſomething 
for me, ard leave it fo, as that, if I was Living, I 
ſhould one way or other come at it, without it, being 
in the Power of her Son, my Brother aud Hu band to 
prevent it: She told me ſhe did not know exactly how 
it was order'd ; but ſhe had been told, that my Mo- 
ther had left a Sum of Money, and tyed her Plantation 
for the Pay ment of it. to be made good to the Daughter 
if ever me could be heard of, either in England, or 
elſe where; and that the Iruſt was leit with this Son, 
who was, the Perſon that we ſaw with his Father. 
This was News too good for me to make light of, 
and you may be ſure fill'd my Heart with a Thouſand 
Thoughts, what Courſe I ſhould take, how, and 
an 
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and in what manuer I ſhould make myſelf known, 
or whether I ſhould ever make myſelf known, or 
no. 
Here was a Perplexity that J had not indeed skill 
to manage myſelf in, neither knew I what Courſe to 
take : It lay heavy upon my mind Night, and Day, 
I could neither Sleep or Converſe, ſo that my Hus- 
band perceiv'd it, and wonder'd what ail'd me, ſtrove 
to divert me, but it was all to no purpoſe ; he preſs'd 
me to tell him what it was troubled me, but I put it off, 
till at laſt importuning me continually, I was forced 
to form a Story, which yet had a plain Truth to lay 
it upon too; I told him I was troubled becauſe 1 
found we muſt ſhift our Quarters and alter our Scheme 
of Settling, for that I found I ſhould be known, if I 
{tay'd in that part of the Country, for that my Mother 
being dead; ſeveral of my Relations were come into 
that Part were we then was, and that I muſt either diſ- 
cover myſelf to them, which in our preſent Circum- 
ſtances was not proper on many Accounts, or remove, 
and which to do I knew not, and that this'it was that 
made me ſo Melancholly, and ſo Thoughtful, 
He join'd with me in this, that it was by no means 
proper {or me to make myſelf known to any Body in 
the Circumſtances, in which we then were; and there- 
fore he told me he would be willing to remove to any 
other part of the Country, or even to any other 
Country if I thought fit ; but now I had another 
Dificulty, which was, that if I remov'd to any other 
Colony, I put my ſelf out of the way of ever making a 
due Search after thoſe Effects, which my Mother had 
left : Again, I could never ſo much as think of break. 
ing the S-cret of my former Marriage to my new 
| Husband ; It was not a Story, as I thought that 
wou'd bear telling, nor could I tell what might be the 

Conſequence: ot it; and it was impoſſible to ſearch into 
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6 the bottom o. the thing without making it Publick all 1 
over the County, as well who I was, as what I now 1 
k was alſo, ; 
1 In this perplexity I continu'd a great while, and K 
N and this made my Spoule very uneaſy ; for he found 
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me perplex'd, and yet thought I was not open with 
bim, and did not let him into every part of my Grie- 
vance ; and he would often ſay, he wondred what he 
had done, that I would not truit him with whatever it 
was, eſpecially if it was Grievous, and Aﬀi Qing ; 
the Truth is, he ought to have been truſted with 
every thing ; for no Man ia the World could deſerve 
better of a Wiſe; but. this was a thing I knew not how 
to open to him, and yet having noBudy to diſcloſe any 
part of it to, the Burthen was too heavy for my 
mind; for let them ſay what they pleaſe of our Sex 
not being able to keep a Secret; my Liſe is a plain 
Conviction to me of the contrary; but be it our 
Sex, or the Man's Sex, a Secret of Moment ſhould 
always have a Confident, a boſom Friend, to whom 


we may Communicate the Joy of it, or the Grief of 


it, be it which it will, or it will be a double weight 


upon the Spirits, and perhaps become even inſup- 


portable in itſelf ; and this I appeal to all human 
Te imony for che Truth of. 
And this is the Cauſe why many times Men as 


well az Women, and Men of the greatel?, and beſt 


Qualities other ways, yet have found themſelves 


weak in this part, and have not been able to bear 


the weight of a ſecret Joy, or of a ſecret ſorrow ; 
but have been oblig'd to diſcloſe it, even for the 
meer giviag vent to themſelves, and to unbend the 
Mind, oppreſt with the Load and Weights, which 
attended it; nor was this any Tcken of Folly, or 
_Thcughtleſcne!s at all, but a natural Cunſequence 
of the thing; and ſuch People had they ſtruggl'd 
longer with the Oppreſſion, would certainly have 
told it in their Sleep, and diſcios'd the Secret, let 
it have been of what fatal Nature ſoever, without re- 
gard to the Perſon to whom it might be expos'd : 'This 
Neccſſity of Nature, is a thing which Woiks ſome- 
times with ſuch yehemence, in the Minds of thoſe 
who are guilty of any atrocious Villany ; ſuch as ſe- 
cret Murther in particular, that they have been ob- 
lig'd to Diſcover it, tho? the Conſequence would ne- 
ceſſarily be their own Destruction: Now tho' it 
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be true that the divine Juſtice ought to have the Glo- 
ry of all thoſe Diſcoveries and Confeſſions, yet 'tis'as 
certain that Providence which ordinarily Works by 
the Hands of Nature, makes uſe here of the ſame 
natural Cauſes to produce thoſe extraordinary Ef- 
fects. 

I Could give ſeveral remarkable Inſtances of this 
in my long Converſation with Crime and with Cri- 
minals; I knew one Fellow, that while I was a Pri- 
ſoner in Newgate, was one of thoſe they called then 
N'ght- Flyers, I know not what other Word they may 
have underſtood it by ſince; but he was one, who by 
Connivance was admited to go abroad every Evening, 
when he play'd his Pranks, and furniſh'd thoſe 
honeſt People they call 'T hicf-Catchers with buſineſs 
to find out next Day, and reſtore fir a Reward, 
what they had ſtolen the Evenirg before : This Fel- 
low was as ſure to tell in his fleep all that he had 
dene, and every Step he had taken, what he had ſtole, 

and where, as ſure as if he had engag'd to tell it wa- 
king, and that there was no Harm or Danger in it 
and therefore he was oblig'd after he had been cut 
to leck himſelf up; or be lock'd up by ſome of 
the keepers that had him in Fee, that no Body 
ſhould hear him; but on the other Hand, if be 
had told all the particulars, ard given a full ac- 
c unt of his Rambles and Succeſs to any Cemrade, 
any Brother Thief, or to his Employers, as 1 may 
ali call them, then all was well with him, and he 
ſept as quietly as other People. 

As the publiſhing this Account of my Life, is for 
the Sake of the juſt Moral of every Part of it, and 
ior Infirution, Caution, Warning and Improve» 
ment to every Reader, fo this will not paſs I hope 
tor an unneceſlary Digreſſion concerning ſome People, 
being obliged to diſcloſe the greateſt Secrets either 
oi their own, or other Peoples Affairs. 

Under the certain Oppreflion of this Weight upon 
my Mind, I labour'd in the Cate I have been nam- 
ing; and the only Relief I ſound for it, was to let 
my Husband into ſo much of it as I thought would 

con- 
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convince him of the Neceſſity there was for us to 
think of ſettling in ſome other Part of the World, 
and the next Conſideration before us was which Part 
of the Exgliſb Settlements we ſhould go to; my Hus- 
band was a perfect Stranger to the Country, and had 
not yet ſo much as a Geographical Knowledge of the 
Situation of the ſeveral Places; and I, that t Il T wrote 
this, did not know what the Word Geographical ſig- 
nified, had only a general Knowledge from long 
Converſation with People that came from, or went to 
ſeveral Places; but this I knew, that Ma:y/and, Pen- 
filuania, Eaſt and Wit Ferſey, New York, and New 
England, lay all North of Virginia, and that they 
were conſequently all colder Climates, to which, for 
that very Reaſon, I had an Averſion ; for that as I 
naturally loved warm Weather, ſo now I grew into 
Years, I had a ſtronger Iaclination to ſhun a cold 
Climate; I therefore conſidered of going to Caroli- 
na, which is the only Southern Colony of the Eng/i/þ 
on the Continent, and hither I propos'd to go; and 
the rather, becauſe I might with great Eaſe come 
from thence at any Time, when it might be proper 
to enquire after my Mother's Effects, and to make my- 
ſelf known enough to demand them. 

With this Reſolution, I propos'd to my Hu:band 
our going away from where we was, and carrying 
all our Effects with us to Carolina, where we reſolv- 
ed to ſettle, for my Hu:band readily agreed to the 
firſt Part, 79 wit, that it was not at all proper to ſtay 
where we was, fince I had aſſured him we ſhould be 
—_ there, and tbe reſt I effectually concealed from 

im. 

But now I found a new Difficulty upon me: The 
main Affair grew heavy upon my Mind ſtill, and I 
could not think of going out of the Country, with- 
out ſome how or other making Enquiry into the 
grand Affair of what my Mother had done for me; 
nor could | with any Patience bear the Thought of 
going away, and not make my ſelf known to my old 
Husband (Brother) or to my Child his Son, only L 
would tain have had this done without my new e 
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band having any Knowledge of it, or they having 
any Knowledge of him, or that I had ſuch a Thing 
as a Husband. 

I caſt about about innumerable Ways in m 
Thoughts how this might be done : I would gladly 
have ſent my Husband away to Carolina, with all our 
Goods, and have come after my elf ; but this was 
impracticable, he would never ſtir without me, be- 
ing himſelf perfectly unacquainted with the Country, 
and with the Methods of ſettling there, or any 
where elſe : Then I thought we would both go firit 
with Part of our Goods, and that when we were 
ſettled I ſhould come back to Virginia, and fetch the 
Remainder ; but even then I knew he would neyer 
part with me, and be left there to go on alone ; the 
Caſe was plain, he was bred a Gentleman, and by 
Conſequence was not only unacquainted, but indo» 
lent, and when we did ſettle, would rather go out jn- 
to the Woods with his Gun, which they call there 
Hunting, and which is the ordinary Work of the 
Indians, and which they do as Servants; I ſay he 
would much rather do this, than attend the natural 
Buſinefs of his Plantation. 

Theſe were therefore Difficuities unſurmountable, 
and ſuch as I knew not what to do in. I had ſuch 
ſtrong Impreſſions on my Mind about diſcovering 
myſelf to my Brother, formerly my Husband, that 
I could not withſtand them ; and the rather, becauſe 
it run conſtantly in my Thoughts, that if I did not 
do it while he lived, I might in vain endeavour to 
to convince my Son afterward, that I was really the 
ſame Perſon, and that I was his Mother, and fo 
might both loſe the Aſſiſtance and Comfort of the Re- 
lation, and the Benefit of whatever it was my Mo- 
ther had left me ; and yet on the other Hand, I 
cou'd never think it proper to diſcover myſelf to them 
in the Circumſtances I was in, as well relating to the 
having a Husband with me, as to my being brought 
over by a legal Tranſportation, as a Criminal; on 
both which Accounts it was abſolutely neceſſary to 
mg to remove from the Place where I was, and come 
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again to him, as from another Place, and in another 


Figure. 

Upon theſe Conſiderations, I went on with telling 
my Husband the abſolute Neceſſity there was of our 
not ſettling in Potumack River, at leaſt that we ſhould 
be preſently made publick there, whereas if we went 
to any other Place in the World, we ſhould come in 
with as much Reputation as any Family that came to 
wk That as it was always agreeable to the In- 

abitants to have Families come among them to 
plant, who brought Subſtance with them, either to 
Ar Plantations, or begin new ones, ſo we ſhould 
ſure of a kind agreeable Reception, and that with- 
out any Poſſibility of a Diſcovery of our Circum- 
ſtances. | | 

I told him in general too, that as I had ſeveral 
Relations in the Place where we was, and that I 
durſt not now let myſelf be known to them, becauſe 
they would ſoon come into a Knowledge of the Oc- 
caſion and Reaſon of my coming over, which would 
be to expoſe myſelf to the laſt Degree; ſo I had rea- 
ſon to believe that my Mother who died here had 
left me ſomething, and perhaps conſiderable, which 

it might be very well worth my while to enquire 
after; but that this too could not be done without ex- 
poling us publickly, unleſs we went from hence ; 
and then where ever we ſettled, I might come as it 
were to viſit my Brother and Nephews, make my- 
ſelf known to them, claim and enquire after what 
was my Due, be received with Reſpect, and at the 
ſame Time have Juſtice done me with Cheartulneſs 
and good Will; whereas if I did it now, I could ex- 
pect nothing but with Trouble, ſuch as exaRing it by 
Force, receiving it with Curſes and Reluctance, and 
with all Kinds of Aﬀronts, which he would not per- 
haps bear to ſee ; that in Cale of being obliged to le- 
gal Proofs of being really her Daughter, I might be 
at Loſs, be obliged to have Recourſe to Eng/and, and 
it may be to fail at lait, and ſo loſe it, whatever it 
might be: With theſe Arguments, and having thus 
acquiinted my Husband with the whole Secret fo far 
as 


" «« 'F a WW A UW HE == Tb” 


8 
f 
e 
u 
J 


The LITE of Mor L FLANDERS. 313 


as was needful to him, we reſolved to go and ſeek a Set- 
tlement in ſome other Colony, and at firſt Thoughts, 
Carolina was the Place we pitched up- on. 

In order to this we began to make Enquiry for 
Veſſels going to Carolina, and in a very little while got 
Information, that on the other Side the Bay, as they 
call it, namely in Maryland, there was a Ship, which 
came from Carolina, loaden with Rice and other 


Goods, and was going back again thither, and from 


thence to Jamaica, with Proviſions: On this News 
we hired a Sloop to take in our Goods, and taking as 
it were a final Farewel of Potumack River, we went 
with all our Cargo over to Maryland. 

This was a long and unpleaſant Voyage, and my 
Spouſe ſaid it was worſe to him than all the Voyage 
from England, becauſe the Weather was but indifferent, 
the Water rough, and the Veſſel ſmall and inconveni- 
ent; in the next Place we were full a hundred Miles 
up Potumack River, in a Part which they call N more- 
land Country. 

In five Days ſailing, we came to a Place they call P&i. 
lip; Point ; but behold when we came thither, the Ship 
bound to Carolina, was loaded and gone away but three 
Days before. This was a Diſappointment ;but however, I 
that was to be diſcourag'd with notning, told my Husband 
that fince we could not get Paſſage to Carolina, and that 
the Country we was in, was very fertile and good ; we 
would if he lik'd of it, ſee if we could find out any thin 
for our Turn where we was, and that if he lik'd things 
we would Settle here, 

We immediately went on Shore, but found no Conve- 
niences juſt at that Place, either ſor our being on Shore,or 
preſerving our Goods on Shore, but was directed by a ve- 
ry honeſt Quaker, who we found there to go to a Place, 
about ſixty Miles Eaſt, nearer the Mouth of the Bh, 
where he ſaid he liv'd, and where we ſhould be Accom- 
modated, either to Plant, or to wait for any other Place 
to Plant in, that might be more Convenient, and he in- 
Vited us with ſo much kindneſs and ſimple Honeſty that 
we agreed to go, and the Quaker himſelf went with us, 

Here we bought us to Servant, (viz.) an Ergliſh Wo- 
man Servant juſt come on 14 {rom a Ship of Lec'e'p »., 
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and” a Negro M n-Servant; things abſolutely neceſſary 
ſor all People that pretended to Settle in that Country : 
This honeſt Quaker was very helpful to us, and when we 
came to the Place that he propos'd to us, found us out a 
convenient Storehouſe, for our Goods, and Lodging for 
ourſelve:, and our Servants ; and about two Months, after- 
wards we took up a large | of Land from the Gover. 
nor of that Country, in order to form our Plantation, and 
ſo we laid the thoughts of going to Carolina wholly aſide, 
having been very well receiv'd here, and Accommodated 
with a convenient Lodging, till we could prepare things 
and have Land enough cur'd, and Timber and Materials 
provid'd for building uz a Houſe, all which we manag'd 
by the Direction of the Quaker; ſo that in one Years 
time, we had near fifty Acre, of Land clear'd, part of it 
enclos'd, and ſome of it Planted with Tobacco, tho' not 
much; beſides, we had Garden Ground, and Corn ſuffi. 
cient to help ſupply our Servants with Roots, and Herbs, 
and Bread. 

And now I perſwaded my Husband to let me go over 
the Bay again, and inquire after my Friends ; he was the 
willinger to conſent to it now becauſe he had buſineſs up- 
on his Hands ſufficient to employ him, beſides his Gun to 
divert him, which they call Hunting there, and which he 
greatly delighted in ; and indeed we us'd to look at one 
another, ſometimes, with a great deal of Pleaſure, reflecting 
how much better that was, not than Newgate only, but 
than the muſt proſperous of our Circumſtances in the 
wicked Trade that we had been both carrying on, 

But our good Fortune did not End here, I went, as [ 
ſaia, over the Bay, to the Place, where my Brother, once 
a Husband, liv'd; but I did not go to the ſame Village, 
where I was before, but went up another great River on 
the Eaſt fide of the River Potoromack, call'd Rapabaunock 
River; and by this means game on the back of his Plan- 
tation, which was large, and by the help of a Navigable 
Creek, or little River, that run into the Rapabannack I 
came very near It. 

I was now fully reſolv'd to 55 np Point. blant, to my 
Brother (Husband) and to tell him who I was; but not 
knowing what Temper I might find him in, or how 
much out of Temper rather, I might make him by — 

. | a 


% ̃ ͤ Ee Can ea 


The L1FE of Mort FLANDERS, 315 


2 raſh viſit, I reſolvd to write to let him, know, 
who I was, and that I was come not to give him any 
trouble upon the old Relation, which 1 hop'd was en- 
tirely forgot ; but that I apply'd to him as a Siſter to a 
Brother, deſiring his Aſſiſtance in the Caſe of that Provi- 
ſion, which our Mother at her deceaſe had left for my 
Support, and which I did not doubt but he would do me 
Juſtice in, eſpecially conſidering that 1 was come thus far 
to look a'ter it. 


I ſaid ſome very tender kind things in the Letter a- 


bout his Son, which I told him he knew to be my own 


Child, and that as I was guilty of nothing in Marrying 
him any more than he was in Marry ing me, neither of 
us having then known our being at all related to one an- 
other; ſo | hop'd he would allow me the Paſh nate deſire 


of once ſeeing my one, and only Child, and of ſhowing 


ſomething of the Infirmit ies of a Mother in preſerving a 
violent Affection for bim, who had never been able to 
retain any thought of me one way or other. 

I did believe that having receiv'd this Letter, he would 


immediately give it to his Son to read; I havingunderſtood 


his Eyes being ſo dim, that he cou'd not ſee to read it; 


but it fell out better than fo, for as his Sight was dim, 


ſo he had allow'd his Son to open all Letters that came 
to his Hand for him, and the old Gentiemin being ſrom 
Home, or out of the way when my Meſſenger came, my 
Letter came directly to my Sons Hand, and he open'd 
and read it. 
- He call'd the Meſſenger in, after ſome little ſtay, and 
ask'd him where the Perſon was who gave him the Let- 
ter, the Meſſenger told him the Place, which was about 
ſeven Miles off, ſo he bid him ſtay, and ordering a Horſe 
to be got ready, and two Servants, away he came to me 
with the Meſſenger : Let any one judge the Conſternation 
I was in, when my Meſſenger came back, and told me 
the old Gentleman was not at Home, but his Son was 
come along with him, and was jult coming up to me: I 
was perfectly confounded, for I knew not whether it was 
Peace or War, nor cou'd [ tell how to behave : However, 
I had but a very few Moment to think, for my Son was 
at the Heels of the Meſſenger, and coming up into my 
Lodgings, ask'd the Fellow at the Door, ſomething, I 
E e 2 ſup- 
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poſe it was, for I did not hear it, fo as to underſtand it, 
which was the Gentlewoman that ſent him, for the Meſ- 
ſenger ſaid, there foe is Sir, at which he comes directly up 
to me, kiſſes me, took me in his Arms, and embrac'd 
me with ſo much Paſſion, that he could not ſpeak, but ! 
could feel his Breaſt heave and throb like a Child that 
cries, but ſobs, and cannot cry it put. 
I TI Can neither expreſs or deſcribe the Joy, that touch'd 
my very Soul, when I found, for it was eaſy to diſcover 
that Part, that he came not as a Stranger, but as a Son 
to a Mother, and indeed as a Son, who had never before 
known what a Mother of his own was ; in ſhort we cry'd 
over one another a conſiderable while, when at laſt he 
broke out firſt, My Dear Mor uz, ſays he, are you 
fill alive ! I never expected to have ſeen your Face; as 
for me, I cou'd ſay nothing a great while. 

After we had both recover'd ourſelves a little, and were 
able to talk, he told me how things ſtood, as to what I 
lad witten to his Father, he told me he had not ſhewed 
n:y letter to his Father, or told him any thing about it ; 
ttat what his Grandmother left me, was in his Hands, 
and that he would do me Juſtice to my full Satisfaction; 
that as to his Father, he was old and infirm both in Bod 
and Mind, that he was very fretful, and onate, al- 
moſt blind, and capable of nothing ; and he queſtion'd 
whether he would know how to act in an Affair, which 
was of ſo nice a Nature as this, and that therefore he had 
come himſelf, as well to ſatisfy himſelf in ſeeing me, 
which he could not reſtrain himſelf from, as alſo to put it 
into my Power, to make a judgment, after I had ſeen how 
things were, whether I would difcover myſelf to his Fa- 
ter, or no. 

This was really ſo prudently, and wiſely ma nag'd, 
that I found my Son was a man of Senſe, and needed 
no Direction from me; I told him I, did not wonder 
ti.at his Father was, as he had deſcrib'd him, for that his 
t;cad was a little touch'd before I went away: and prin- 
cipally his Diſturbance was, becauſe I could not be per- 
{vaded to conceal our Relation, and to live with him as 
my Husband, after I knew that he was my Brother: That 
as he knew better than I, what his Fathers preſent Con- 
dition Was, I ſhould readily join with him in ſuch yd 
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ſures as he would direct: That I was indifferent, as to 
ſeeing his Father, ſince I had ſeen him firſt, and he cou'd * 
not have told me better News, than to tell me that what 
his Grandmother had left me, was entruſted in his Hands, 
who I doubted not now he knew who I was, would as he 
faid, do me juſtice: I enquir'd then how long my Mother 
had been dead, and where ſhe died, and told ſo many 
parciculars of the Family, that I left him no room to doubt 
the Truth of my being really and truly his Mother, 

My Son then enquir'd where I was, and how I had 
diſpos'd myſelf, I told him I was on the Maryland fide 
of the Bay, at the Plantation of a particular Friend, who 
came from England in the ſame Ship with me, that as for 
that fide of the Bay where he was, I had no Habitation ; 
he told me I ſhould go Home with him, and live with 
him, if I pleas'd, as long as I liv'd : That as to his Fa- 
ther he knew no Body, and would never ſo much as 
gueſs at me; I conſider'd of that a little, and told him, 
that tho? it was really no concern to me to live at a di- 
tance ſrom him; yet I could not ſay it would be the 
comfortableſs thing in the World to me to live in the 
Houſe witi him; and to have that unhappy Object al- 
ways before me, which had been ſuch a blow to my Peace 
before; that tho' I ſhould be glad to have his Company 
(my Son) or to be as near him as poſſible while I ſtay'd, 
yet I could notthink of being in the Houſe where I ſhould 
be alſo under conſtant reſtraint, for fear of betraying my- 
ſelf in my Diſcourſe, nor ſhould I be able to refrain fome 
Expreſſions in my converſing with him as my Son, that 
miglit diſcover the whole Affair, which would by no 
means be convenient. | 

He acknowicdged that I was right in all this, but 
then Dear MoTie«, fays he, you Hall be as near me 
as you can; ſo he took me with him on Horſeback to a 
Plantation, next to his own, and where I wass well en- 
tertain'd us I could have been in his own ; having left me 
there he went aw: y home, telling me we would talk of 
the main Buſineſs te next Cay, and having firſt called 
me his Auvt, and given a Charge to the People, who it 
ſeems were his! ants, to treat me with ali poſſible Reſ- 

ect; YOULL wo lars after he was gene, te ſent me a 
aid-lervant, and a Negro ονν to wait on me, and Pio- 
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viſions ready dreſs'd for my Supper; and thus I was as i 
I had been in a new World, and began ſecretly now to 


wiſh that I had not brought my Lancaſhire Husband from 


England at all. 

However, that wiſh was not hearty neither, for I loy'd 
my Lancaſhire Husband entirely, as indeed I had ever 
done from the Beginning; and he merited from me as much 
as it was poſſible for a Man to do, but that by the Way. 


The next Morning my Son came to viſit me again al- 


moſt as ſoon as I was up; ofter a little Diſcourſe, he firſt 
of all pull'd out a Deer skin Bag, and gave it me, with 
five and fifty San; Piſtoles in it, and told me that was 
to ſupply my Expences from England, for tho' it was 
not his Buſineſs to enquire, yet he ought to think I did 
not bring a great deal of Money out with me ; it not be- 
ing uſual to bring much Money into that Country : Then 
he pull'd out his Grandmother's Will, and read it over 
to me, whereby it appear'd, that ſhe had left a ſmall Plan- 
tation, as he call'd it, on York River, that is, where my 
Mother liv'd, to me, with the Stock of Servants and Cat- 
tle upon it, and given it in Truſt to this Son of mine for 
my Uſe, when ever he ſhould hear of my being alive, 
and to my Heirs, if I had any Children, and in default 
of Heirs, to whomſoever I ſhould by Will diſpoſe of it; 
but gave the Income of it, till I ſhould be heard of, or 
found, to my ſaid Son; and if I ſhould not be living, 
then it was to him, and his Heirs. 

This Plantation, tho' remote ſrom him, he ſaid he did 
not let out, but manag'd it by a head Clerk, Steward, 
as he did another that was his Fathers, that lay hard by 
it, and went over himſelf three or four times a Year to 
look after it; I ask'd him what he thought the Planta- 
tion might be worth, he ſaid, if I would let it out, he 
would give me about fixty Pounds a Year for it ; but if 
I would live on it, then it would be worth much more, 
and he believ'd would bring me in about 150 J. a Year; 

tu: ſeeing I was likely either to ſettle on the other ſide 
the Bay, or might perhaps have a mind to go back to 
England again, if I would let him be my Steward, he 
would manage it for me, as he had done for himſelf, and 
that he believ'd he ſhould be able to ſend me as much 
TFobacco to Ezeland from it, as would yield me about 
190 / a Year, ſometimes more. 3 This 
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no doubt they will ſee Cauſe, and I go on to the fact; 


Reſpect; alſo I dined ſeveral times at his own Houſe, 
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This was all ſtrange News to me, and things I had 
not been us'd to; and really my Heart began to look up 
more ſeriouſly, than I think it ever did before, and to 
look with great Thankfulneſs to the Hand of Providence, 
which had done ſuch Wonders for me, why had been my- 
ſelf the greateſt Wonder of Wickednefs, perhaps that had 
been ſuffered to live inthe World ; and I muſt again ob- 
ſerve, that not on this Occaſion only, but even on all o- 
ther occaſions of Thankfulneſs, my paſt wicked and abo- 
minable Life never look'd ſo monſtruous to me, and I 
never ſo compleatly abhorr'd it, and reproach'd my ſelf 
with it, as when I had a ſenſe upon me of providence 
doing good to me, while I had been making thoſe vile 
Returns on my Part. 

But I leave the Reader to improve theſe Thoughts, as 


my Sons tender Carriage, and kind Offers fetch'd Tears 
from me, almoſt all the while he talk'd with me; in- 
deed I could not ſcarce Diſcourſe with him, but in the 
intervals of my Paſſion; however, at length I be 
and expreſſing myſelf with wonder at my being ſo 
y to have the Truſt of what I had left, put into the 
nds of my own Child ; I told him, that as to the In- 
heritance of it, J had no Child but him in the World, 
and was now paſt having any, if I ſhould marry, and 
therefore would defire him to get a Writing drawn, which 
I was ready to execute, by which I would after me give 
it wholly to him, and to his Heirs; and in the mean 
time ſmiling, I ask'd him, what made him continue a 
Batchelor 65 long; his Anſwer was kind, and ready, 
that Virginia did not yield any great plenty of Wives, 
ano that ſince. I talk d of going back to England, I 
ſhould ſend him a Wife from London. 

This was the Subſtance of our firſt Day's Converſa- 
tion, the pleaſahteſt Day that ever paſſed over my Head 
in my Lite, and which gave me the trueſt Satisfaction: 
He came every Day after this, and ſpent great Part of 
his Time with me, and carried me about to ſeveral of 
his Friends Houſes, where I was entertained with great 
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when he took care always to ſee his half dead Father ſo 
out of the Way, that I never ſaw him, or he me: I 
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made him one Preſent, and that was all I had of Value, 
and that was one of the Gold Watches, of which 1 
mentioned above, that I had two in my Cheſt, and this 
J happened to have with me, and 1 gave it him at his 


third Viſit: I told him, I had nothing of any Value to 


beftow but that, and I deſired he would now and then 


kiſs it for my Sake; I did not indeed tell him that I had 
ſole it from a Gentlewomar's Side, at a Meeting-houſe 
in London, that's by the way. 

He ſtood a little while heſitating, as if doubtful whe- 
ther to take it or no; but I preſſed it on him, and 
made him accept it, and it was not much leſs worth than 
his Leather-pouch full of Spa»; Gold; no, tho' it 
were to be reckoned, as if at London, whereas it was 
worth twice as much there, where I gave it him; at 
length he took it, kiſſed it, told me the Watch ſhould 
be a Debt upon him, that he would be paying, as long 
as I'lived. - 

A few Days after he brought the Writings of Gift, 
and the Scrivener with them, and I ſigned them very 
freely, and delivered them to him with a hundred Kiſ- 
ſes ; for ſure nothing ever paſſed between a Mother, and 
a tender dutiſul Child, with more Affection: The next 
Day he brings me an Obligation under his Hand and 


Seal, whereby he engaged himſelf to Manage and Im- 


rove the Plantation for my Account, and with his ut- 
moſt Skill, and to remit the Produce to my Order where- 
ever I ſhould be, and withal, to be obliged himſelf to 
make up the Produce a hundred Pounds a Year to me: 
When he had done fo, he told me, that as I came to 
demand it before the Crop was off, I had a Right to the 
Produce of the current Year, and ſo he paid me an hun- 
dred Pounds in Spaniſh Pieces of Eight, and defired me 
to give hima Receipt for it as in full for that Year, end- 
ing at Chriſtmas following; this being about the latter 
End of Auguſt. 
I ſtaid here about five Weeks, and indeed had much 
a do to get away then. Nay, he would have come o- 
ver the Bay with me, but I would by no Means allow iim 
to it; however, he would tend me over in a Sloop of his 
own, Which was built !ike a Yatch, and ſerved him as 
well for Picature as Bufineis: T'bis I accepted of, and (© 
after 
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after the utmoſt Expreſſions both of Duty, and Aﬀec- 
tion, he let me come away, and I arrived ſafe in two 
Day's at my Friends the Quakers. 

] brought over with me for the Uſe of our Plantation, 
three Horſes with Harneſs, and Saddles ; ſome Hogs, 
two Cows, and a thouſand other Things, the Gift of 


the kindeſt and tendereſt Child that ever Woman had: 


I related to my Husband all the Particulars of this Voy- 
age, except that I called my Son (my Couſin 3) and firſt 
] told him, that I had loſt my Watch, which he ſeem'd 
to take as a Misfortune ; but then I told him how kind 
my Couſin had been, that my Mother had left me ſuch 
a Plantation, and that he had preſerved jt for me, in 
hopes ſome time or other he ſhould hear from me ; then 
I told him that I had left it to his Management, that he 
would render me a faithful Account of its Produce ; and 
then J pulled him out the hundred Pounds in Silver, as 
the firſt Year's Produce, and then pulling out the Deer- 
skin Purſe, with the Piſtoles, and here, my Dear, /ays 
J. is the Gold Watch. My Husband, ſ% is Heaven's 
Goodneſs ſure to work the ſame Effets, in all ſenſible 
Minds, where Mercies touch the Heart; lifted up his 
Hands, and with an Extaſy of Joy, What is God a do- 
ing, ſays he, for ſuch an ungrateful Dog as I am Then 
J let him know what I had brought over in the Sloop, 
beſides all this; I mean the Horſes, Hogs and Cows, 
and other Stores for our Plantation ; all which added to 
his Surprize, and filled his Heart with Thankfulneſs ; 
and from this Time forward I believe he was as ſincere 
a Penitent, and as thoroughly a reformed Man, as ever 
God's Goodnefs brought back from a Profligat, a High- 
way-man, and a Robber. I could fill a larger Hiſtory 
than this with the Evidences of this Truth, and but that 
J doubt that Part of the Story will not be equally di- 
verting as the wicked Part, I have had Thoughts of 
making a Volume of it by itſelf. | 

As for myſelf, as this is to be my own Story, not my 
Husband's, I return to that Part which relates to my- 
ſelf; we went on with our Plantation, and managed it 
with the Help and Diverſion of ſuch Friends as we got 
there, by our obliging Behaviour, and eſpecially the ho- 
nelt Quaker, who proved a faithful, generous, and ſtea- 
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dy Friend to us; and we had very good Succeſs; for 
having a flouriſhing Stock to begin with, as 7 have ſaid, 
and this being now increaſed by the Addition of a hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds Sterling in Money, we enlarged 
our Number of Servants, built us a very good Houſe, 
and cured every Year a great Deal of Land. 'i'he ſecond 
Year T wrote to my old Governeſs, giving her Part with 
us of the Joy of our Succeſs, and ordered her how to lay 
out the Money I had left with her, which was 250 J. as 
above, and to ſend it to us in Goods, which ſhe per- 
formed with her uſual Kindneſs and Fidelity, and all 
this arrived ſafe to us. 

Here we had a Supply of all Sorts of Cloaths, as 
well for my Husband as for myſelf; and I took eſpecial 


Care to buy for him all thoſe Things that I knew he de- 


lighted to have; as two good long Wigs, two Silver 
hilted Swords, three or four fine Fowling-pieces, a fine 
Saddle, with Holſters and Piſtols very handſome, with a 
Scarlet Cloak; and, in a Word, every thing I could 
think of to oblige him, and to make him appear, as he 
really was, a very fine Gentleman : I ordered a good 
Quantity of ſuch Houſhold-ituff as we yet wanted, with 
Linnen of all Sortz for us both; as for myſelf, I want- 
ed very little of Cloths or Linnen, being very well fur- 
niſned before: The reſt of my Cargo conſiſted in Iron- 
Work of all Sorts, Harneſs for Horſes, Tools, Cloaths 
for Servants, and Woollen- cloth, Stuffs, Serges, Stock- 
ings, Shoes, Hats, and the like, ſuch as Servants wear, 
and to whole Pieces alſo make up for Servants, all by 
Direction of the Quaker; and all this Cargo arrived 
fafe, and in good Condition, with three Women Ser- 
vants, luſty Wenches, which my old Governeſs had 
Picked up for me, ſuitable enough to the Place, and to 
the Work we had for them to do; one of which hap- 
pened to come double, having been got with Child by 
one of the Seamen in the Ship, as ſhe owned afterwards, 
before the Ship got ſo far a Graveſend ; ſo ſhe brought 
us a ſtont Boy, about 7 Months after her landing. 
My Husband you may ſuppoſe was a little ſurprized 
arriving of all this Cargo from England, and talk- 
at the th me after he ſaw the Account of the particulars, 
my Dear, fays he, what is the meaning of all wm I 
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fear you will run us too deep in Debt : When ſhall we 


be able to make Return for it all? I ſmiled, and told 


him that it was all paid for, and then I told him, that 
not knowing what might befal us in the Voyage, and 
conſidering what our Circumſtances might drive us to, 


J had not taken my whole Stock with me; that I had 


ſerved ſo much in Friend's Hands, which now we 
were come over ſafe, and was ſettled in a Way to live, I 
had ſent for, as he might ſee. | 

He was amazed, and ſtood a while telling upon his 
Fingers, but ſaid nothing, at laſt he began thus, Hold, 
let us ſee, /ays he, telling upon his Fingers ſtill ; and firſt 
on his Thumb, there is 246 J. in Money at firſt, then 
two Gold Watches, Diamond Rings, and Plate, ſays he, 
upon the Fore-finger, then upon the next Finger, here is 
a Plantation on York River, a 100 /. a Year, then 150in 
Money; then a Sloop Load of Horſes, Cows, Hugs and 
Stores, and ſo on to the Thumb again; and now, /ays 
he, a Cargo coſt 250 l. in England, and worth here 
twice the _ ; well, /ays I, what do you make of 
all that? Make of it, 405 he, why who ſays 1 was de- 
ceived, when I married a Wife in Lancaſbire? I think I 
have married a Fortune, and a very good Fortune too, 
ſays he. | 

In a Word, we were now in very conſiderable Circum- 
ſtances, and every Year increaſing; for our new Planta- 
tion grew upon our Hands inſenſibly ; and in eight Years 
which we lived upon it, we brought it to ſuch a Pitch, 
that the Produce was at leaſt 300 J. Sterling a Years I 
mean, worth ſo much in Exgland. 

After I had been a Year at Home again, I went over 
the Bay to ſee my Son, and to receive another Year's In- 
come of my Plantation and I was ſurprized to hear, 
juſt at my landing there, that my old Husband was 
dead, and had not been buried above a Fortnight. This, 
I confels, was not diſagreeable News, becauſe now I 
could appear as I was in a married Condition; fo I told 
my Son before I came from him, that I believed I ſhould 
marry a Gentleman that had a Plantation near mine; 
and tho' I was legally free to marry as to any Obligation 
that was on me before, yet that I was ſhy of it, leaſt 
the Blot ſhould ſome time or other be revived, and it 


might 


CE — 


: 


324 Te LITE of MoLL FLANDERS, 


might make a Husband uneaſy ; my Son the ſame kind du- 
tiful and obliging Creature as ever, treated me now at his 
. own Houſe, paid me my hundred Pound, and ſent me 
Home again loaded with Preſents. 

Some time after this, I let my Son know Iwas mar- 
ried, and invited him over to ſee us; and my Husband 
Wrote a very obliging Letter to him alſo, inviting him to 
come and ſee him; and he came accordingly ſome 
Months after, and happened to be there juſt when my 
Cargo from England came in, which ] let him believe be. 
lenged all to my Husband's Eftate, not to me. 

It muſt be obſerved, that when the old Wretch, my 
Brother (Husband) was dead, I then freely gave my Huſ- 
band an Account of all that Affair, and of this Couſin, 
as I called him before, being my own Son by that mi- 
ſtaken unbappy Match: He was perfectly eaſy in the 
Account, and told me he ſhould have been as eaſy, if 
the old Man, as we called him, had been alive; for, 
ſaid he, it was no Fault of yours, nor of his; it was a 
Miſtake impoſſible to be prevented; he only reproached 
him with defiring me to conceal it, and to live with him 
as a Wife, after I knew that he was my Brother, that, 
he ſaid, wasa vile Part : Thus all theſe little Difficulties 
were made eaſy, and we lived together with the greateſt 
Kindneſs and Comfort imaginable.” We are now grown 
old, I am come back to England, being almoſt ſeventy 
Years of Age, my Husband Sixty eight, having per- 
formed much more than the limited Terms of my 
Tranſportation : And now, notwithſtanding all the Fa- 
tigues, and all the Miſeries we have gone through, we 
are both of us in good Heart and Health; my Huſ- 
band remained there ſome Time after me to ſettle our 
Affairs, and at firſt I had intended to go back to him, 
but at his Defire-I altered that Reſolution, and he is 
come over to England alſo, where we reſolve to ſpend 
the Remainder of our Years in ſincere Penitence for the 
wicked Lives we have lived. 
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